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THE  following  Collections  are  in¬ 
tended  to  confirm  and  iiluftrate 
the  method  of  practice  recom¬ 
mended  in  my  former  treatife  or  fir  ft  vo¬ 
lume  upon  Midwifery;  and  are  placed  in 
the  fame  order  obferved  in  that  perform¬ 
ance,  to  which  they  have  references,  as 
well  as  to  a  feries  of  tables,  to  the  number 
of  thirty-nine,  now  ready  for  publication, 
which  I  have  prepared,  with  a  view  to 
demonftrate  and  explain  what  other  wife 
might  not  be  fo  well  underftood.  Thefe 
will,  in  fame  meafure,  fupply  the  want  of 
proper  references  in  the  firft  volume ;  tho’ 
that  defedt  fhall  be  more  effedtually  reme¬ 
died  in  the  next  edition. 

Between  the  years  1722,  and  1739, 
while  I  prachfed  in  the  country,  I  took 
notes  of  all  the  remarkable  cafes  that  oc- 
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curred  in  Midwifery ;  but  in  London,  fmce 
the  year  1 740,  to  the  prefent  time,  I  have 
been  more  careful  and  minute  in  forming 
a  collection,  with  a  view  to  make  it  public. 

From  a  great  number  of  inftances,  I 
have  feleCted  only  the  moil:  material,  and 
fuch  as  were  belt  adapted  to  the  nature 
of  my  plan  ;  for,  I  was  unwilling  to  tire 
the  reader  with  a  fucceffion  of  parallel  his¬ 
tories  that  contain  nothing  effentially  dif¬ 
ferent  from  one  another. 

In  order  to  render  the  performance  ft  ill 
more  compleat,  I  have  taken  from  authors 
of  the  belt  authority,  a  few  extraordinary 
cafes,  which  feldom  occur,  as  well  as  bor¬ 
rowed  fome  medical  tranfaCtions  from  the* 
mod:  approved  modern  phyficians. 

From  the  inftances  of  natural  and  tedious 
labours,  the  young  practitioner  will  learn 
how  to  behave  in  the  like  occurrences,  and 
above  all  things,  to  beware  of  being  too 
hafty  in  offering  afiiftance,  while  nature 
i's  of  herfelf  able  to  effectuate  the  deli¬ 
very. 

Among 
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Among  the  laborious  cafes,  he  will  find 
a  variety  of  examples,  by  which  he  will 
know  when  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
ufe  the  forceps.  In  my  private  prafilice,  I 
have  very  feldom  occafion  for  the  abid¬ 
ance  of  that  or  any  other  inftrument ; 
but  I  have  often  been  called  in  by  other 
practitioners,  to  cafes  in  which  I  have  had 
opportunities  to  ufe  it  with  fuccefs. 

The  forceps  and  fillet  were  contrived 
with  a  view  to  fave  the  child,  by  helping 
along  the  head  in  extraordinary  cafes, 
when  nature  was  exhaufted,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  ufe  of  fharp 
inftruments,  when  the  mother’s  life  was  in 
danger.  But  if  thefe  expedients  are  ufed 
prematurely,  when  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
does  not  abfolutely  require  fuch  affiftance, 
the  mifchief  that  may  enfue  will  often 
overbalance  the  fervice  for  which  they  were 
intended  ;  and  this  confideration  is  one  of 
my  principal  motives  for  publilhing  this 
fecond  volume. 

In  my  firft,  among  the  improvements 
and  alterations  that  have  been  made  in  the 
forceps,  I  mentioned  a  long  pair,  curved  as, 
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to  one  fide,  which  I  contrived  feveral  years 
ago,  for  taking  a  firmer  hold  of  the  head 
in  the  Pelvis  when  high  ;  but,  I  did  not 
then  recommend  the  ufe  of  them,  becaufe 
1  was  afraid  of  encouraging  young  practi¬ 
tioners  to  exert  too  great  force,  and  give 
their  affiftance  too  foon.  Of  late,  how- 
ever,  I  have  found  them  very  ferviceable 
ill'  helping  along  the  child’s  head,  in  pre¬ 
ternatural  cafes,  after  the  body  and  arms 
of  the  Feetiis  were  brought  down,  and  it 
could  not  be  delivered  without  deftroying 
the  child,  by  overfcraining  the  neck  and 
jaw. 

On  fuch  occafions,  they  are  more  con¬ 
venient  than  the  fhort  and  ftraight  fort, 
becaufe  they  take  a  firmer  hold,  as  will 
appear  in  the  perufal  of  Tab.  XXXV.  and 
alfo  in  Col.  XXXIV.  of  the  third  volume. 
They  are  ufeful  to  affift  the  delivery  of  the 
head  when  feparated  from  the  body,  and 
left  in  the  Uterus,  Vide  alfo  Vol.  III.  They 
mav  be  likewife  tiled  in  laborious  cafes, 

j  J 

when  the  head  prefents,  though  I  find 

managed  in  the 
application  (See  Tab.  XVI.  &c.)  and,  as  I 
feldom  have  recourfe  to  the  forceps,  except 
‘  when 
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when  the  head  is  advanced  in  the  Pelvis , 

or  as  the  French  term  it,  la  Fete  enclave \  I 
v  *  ^ 

commonly  ufe  the  fhort  kind.- 

Finding  my  Collection  large  enough  to 
compofe  two  volumes  in  Offavo,  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  publifh  one  immediately,  that 
comprehends  the  variety  of  methods  prac- 
tifed  in  lingering  and  laborious  cafes, 
which  occur  much  oftner  than  the  pre¬ 
ternatural,  and  are  more  apt  to  puzzle 
and  perplex  a  young  praititioner.  This 
ftep  I  have  been  induced  to  take  fooner 
than  I  at  firft  intended,  by  obferving  that 
fuch  a  fynopfis  was  very  much  wanted  to 
refrefh  the  memory,  and  direct  the  con¬ 
duit  of  thofe  who  have  attended  my  lec¬ 
tures. 

The  unfuccefsful  cafes  communicated  by 
correfpondents,  who  defired  their  names 
might  be  concealed,  are  inferted  as  fo  many 
beacons  to  caution  others  from  falling  in¬ 
to  the  fame  errors  and  miftakes,  in  the 
courfe  of  practice.  As  to  the  truth  of 
thefe  circumftances  which  I  have  related  in 
my  own  hiftories,  the  reader  muft  depend 
upon  my  veracity  ;  for,  I  apprehend,  it  is 
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equally  improper  and  unneceffary  to  mens 
tion  the  names  of  the  patients,  their  place 
of  abode,  or  the  exaCt  time  of  their  deli¬ 
very.  The  other  part  is  almoft  compleat- 
ed,  and  though  I  fhould  not  live  to  fee  it 
in  print,  will  certainly  appear,  to  fulfil 
my  fcheme  and  promile  to  the  publick. 

N.  B.  Since  the  following  cafes  were 
printed,  I  have  feen  a  French  tranflation 
of  my  firll  volume  by  M.  de  Preville ,  at 
Paris ,  who  has  done  great  juftice  to  the 
work  ;  and  I  wifli  the  author  may  deferve 
the  character  which  in  his  preface  he  gives 
him,  with  that  politenefs  fo  peculiar  to 
his  nation.  He  has  likewife  obliged  the 
world  with  a  print  of  the  inftrurnent  ufed 
by  Roonhuifen ,  as  we  ufc  a  Angle  blade  of 
the  forceps  to  move  along  the  head  in  la- 
borious  cafes,  according  to  the  directions 
fpecified  in  my  fir  ft  volume,  Book  III. 
Chap.  III.  illuftrated  in  the  XXVIIth  and 
XXVIIItli  Collections  of  the  fecond.  This 
fecret,  lie  obferves,  is  faid  to  have  been 
communicated  towards  the  end  of  the 
laft  century,  by  the  Chamberlains  from 
London ,  to  Ruyfch ,  Roonhuifen  and  Boekel- 
man,  ,<at  AmfierJam ;  and  was  lately  pur- 

<;  chafed 
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chafed  by  de  Vifcher  and  Van-de-Paol,  phy- 
ficians  of  that  city,  who  have  publifhed 
it  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.- 

It  is  a  fingie  piece  of  iron  near  eleven 
inches  long,  one  inch  in  breadth,  one 
eighth  of  an  inch  thick,  and  covered  with 
leather  j  ftraight  in  the  middle  for  the 
length  of  about  four  inches,  and  bent  at 
both  ends,  into  a  curvature,  about  three 
eighths  of  an  inch  in  depth. 
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COLLECTION  I. 

Of  the  reparation,  rigidity  and  diflor- 
tion  of  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis. 

[Vide  Vol.  I.  Lib.  i.  Chap,  i.] 

N  U  M  B,  I. 

Of  the  reparation  of  the  Bones. 

L 

CASE  I. 

N  the  year  17363  a  woman,  about  the 
age  of  thirty-five,  being  in  labour  of 
her  firft  child,  complained  of  a  violent 
pain  at  the  juncture  of  the  Ilium  with 
the  Sacrum ,  on  the  right  fide  ;  and,  in 
time  of  the  fevered:  pains,  imagined  thefe 
parts  were  feparated  from  one  another, 
with  violence.  This  circumftance  was  not 
at  that  time  attended  to  by  the  midwife, 
who  delivered  her  after  a  tedious,  though 
natural  labour ;  yet,  even  after  delivery, 
the  pain  in  this  part  exceeded  all  her  other 
complaints.  I  was  called  on  the  fifth  day, 
when  i  found  the  pulfe  quick,  full  and 
hard,  her  fkin  hot  and  dry,  the  Lochia 
obftructed,  a  difficulty  in  her  breathing, 
a  pain  and  induration  in  one  bread: ; 
and  file  was  totally  deprived  of  reft,  by 
the  anguifh  in  that  part  of  the  Pelvis . 
Vol.  II.  B  ;  '  She 


2  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

She  immediately  loft  twelve  ounces  of 
blood  from  the  arm,  an  emollient  glyfter 
was  injected,  and  a  large  quantity  of  har¬ 
dened  Faces  difcharged.  In  confequence  of 
thefe  evacuations,  her  back,  head,  and  dif- 
ficulty  of  breathing  were  relieved  but 
the  pain  in  her  hip  ftill  continuing,  warm 
ftupes  were  applied  to  that  part,  and  bot¬ 
tles  of  hot- water  to  her  feet,  and  I  diredf- 
ed  her  to  drink  plentifully  of  warm  barley 
water.  By  thefe  means,  lhe  was  thrown 
into  a  profufe  fweat,  refted  well  that  night, 
and  next  morning  the  fever  was  abated, 
while  the  Uterus  yielded  a  copious  difcharge, 
the  pain  and  induration  in  her  breaft  were 
greatly  diminifhed,  and  the  milk  began  to 
run  out  at  the  nipples ;  fo  that  the  child, 
which  had  before  made  a  fruitlefs  attempt, 
now  fucked  with  eafe.  The  only  circum- 
ftance  that  now  hindered  her  from  lying 
quiet  and  fweating,  was,  the  continuance 
of  that  pain  in  the  Pelvis ,  which  to  allay, 
I  prefcribed  an  embrocation  of  the  ano¬ 
dyne  balfam,  and  the  following  bolus.' 

R  Pilul.  Malth.  gr.  viii.  Sperm.  Cet.  9i.  Syr, 
de  Meccnio  q.  ff.  Bolus  h.  f.  fumendus. 

This  ftie  was  obliged  to  repeat  every  night, 
and  fometimes  oftener,  in  order  to  procure 
*'  '  reft, 
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reft,  and  maintain  the  neceflary  diaphorefls  5 
and  a  glyfter  was  adminiftred  every  third 
day.  Ten  days  elapfed  before  fhe  could 
be  moved  out  of  bed,  and  twice  that  time 
before  fhe  could  fit  up  in  a  chair.  When 
her  right  leg  was  moved,  her  fenfation 
was  fuch,  as  if  the  Ilium  and  Sacrum  of 
that  fide  were  torn  afunder ;  and  with  my 
hand  upon  the  part,  I  could  perceive  a  fenli- 
ble  motion  in  thefe  bones.  At  the  end  of  the 
month,  die  was  not  able  to  walk  or  ftand, 
without  being  fapported  under  the  right 
arm,  by  an  affiftant  or  a  crutch,  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  fituation  five  or  fix  months  -s 
after  which,  fhe  found  fuch  benefit  from 
the  cold  bath,  that  fhe  could  walk  with 
the  affiftance  of  a  cane.  She  had  feverai 
children  afterwards,  and  her  labours  were 
eafy,  but  they  commonly,  in  fome  degree, 
affefiled  that  part,  which  never  recovered 
its  former  ftrength  and  liability. 

CASE  II. 

♦  \  *  % 

Communicated  by  Dr.  Smollett. 

In  the  year  .  1 748,  a  gentlewoman  about 
the  age  of  twenty- feven,  of  a  very  {len¬ 
der  make,  thin  habit,  and  lax  fibre,  was, 
in  the  eighth  month  of  her  firft  pregnan- 
f  ■*  B  a  cy, 


4  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

cy,  incommoded  in  her  walking  by  a  pain 
and  crackling  about  the  Tubes ,  which  when 
I  examined,  I  felt  a  furprifing  relaxation 
of  the  ligament  that  connects  the  diare- 
bones ;  infomuch,  that  while  die  lay  in 
bed  on  one  fide,  I  could  eafily  move  them 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  feemed  to  ride 
each  other :  however,  die  felt  no  great 
inconvenience  from  this  preternatural  ex¬ 
tendon,  which  certainly  widened  the  Pel¬ 
vis,  for  the  more  commodious  paifage  of 
the  child  ;  and  the  ligament  gradually  re¬ 
covered  its  tone:  fo  that,  in  two  months 
after  her  delivery,  the  OJJa  Pubis  were  as 
firmly  united  as  ever. 

Although  I  myfelf  have  never  perceiv¬ 
ed  fuch  feparation  in  the  bones  of  a  living 
fubject,  Dr.  Lawrence  once  diewed  me  the 
Pelvis  of  a  woman,  who  died  foon  after 
delivery,  in  which  all  the  three  bones  were 
feparated  ahnoft  an  inch  from  one  another. 
I  likewife  faw  the  fame  phenomenon  in  a 
Pelvis  belonging  to  Dr.  Hunter.  Spigelius, 
in  his  Anatomy,  Lib.  II.  cap.  24.  fays  he 
has  feen  fuch  a  relaxation,  which  how¬ 
ever,  he  obferves,  very  rarely  occurs.  Mr. 
Monro ,  who,  in  his  Ofteology,  quotes  this 
author  and  fome  others,  owns  he  had  ne- 
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ver  met  with  this  kind  of  reparation,  either 
in  the  courfe  of  his  practice  or  diifedions  j. 
yet  has  had  reafon  to  fufpeft  a  relaxation 
of  the  ligaments,  connecting  the  OJfa  in- 
mminata  and  facrum ,  in  fome  women  of  a 
delicate  make,  who  after  hard  labour  com¬ 
plained  of  pain,  weaknefs,  and  a  fort  of 
jerking  motion  in  this  place  ;  and,  though 
nothing  extraordinary  was  perceivable  by 
the  touch,  could  neither  fit  nor  hand  with¬ 
out  pain,  for  the  fpace  of  fever al  months  ■, 
nay,  the  weaknefs  continued  for  a  much 
longer  time,  during  which  they  imagined 
themfelves  always  linking  down  between 
the  haunch-bones. 

NUMB.  II.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  Os  Coccygis  oflified  and  bent  inwards, 

I  have  of  late,  in  a  particular  manner, 
examined  the  Os  Coccygis ,  efpecialiy  in  la¬ 
borious  cafes,  and  in  women  who  were 
turned  of  thirty  before  the  birth  of  the 
fir  ft  child,  and  have  found  it  actually  ofiN 
fied  in  two  patients,  the  firft  turned  of 
forty,  and  the  other  about  the  age  of 
thirty- three :  but,  in  neither  of  thefe  cafes 
could  I  perceive,  that  this  rigidity  retarded 
the  labour  :  for,  in  both,  when  the  head 

B  3  of 


6  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

of  the  child  came  down  to  the  Os  Externum , 
it  palled  along,  and  the  women  were  as 
eafily  delivered,  as  thofe  in  whom  the  Coc¬ 
cyx  is  moveable,  though  both  children  were 
of  an  ordinary  fize.  The  Coccyx  and  If- 
chia  being  much  lower  than  the  Pubis ,  the 
back  part  of  the  head  is  commonly  pulhed 
out  below  the  laft,  by  that  time  the  fore¬ 
head  is  preffed  againft  the  Coccyx :  For 
in  meafuring  from  the  brim  of  the  Pel¬ 
vis,  we  find  that  the  Pubis ,  being  much 
shallower  than  the  other  bones,  allows  an 
eafy  pallage  for  the  Occiput  to  come  out 
from  below  the  fame  :  for  which  reafon  an 
offified  Coccyx  feldom  prevents  the  delivery, 
unlefs  the  head  is  larger  than  common,  or 
the  Coccyx  is  bent  inward  in  an  extraordi- 
nary  manner.  Vide  Tab.  I.  II.  and  IV. 

N  U  M  B.  III. 

Of  the  narrow  and  diftorted  Pelvis. 

Although  cafes  of  this  kind  are  more 
naturally  infer  ted  among  the  operations  of 
Midwifery,  I  fhall  mention  a  few  in  this 
place,  in  order  to  preferve  the  regularity 
of  our  plan. 

The  moftv  common  diftortion  of  the 
Pelvis ,  is,  from  the  prctrufion  or  jetting 
forwards  of  the  laft  Vertebra  of  the  loins, 

with 
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with  the  Os  Sacrum ,  and  fometimes  of 
two  or  three  of  the  lowed:  vertebral  bones. 

I  have  been  concerned  in  a  few  cafes,  and,  - 
in  particular,  was  called  to  three  women, 
in  whom  the  Pelvis  was  fo  narrow,  that 
the  diftance  between  the  lower  Vertebra 
and  the  Pubis,  did  not  exceed  two  inches 
and  an  half.  The  fir  ft  I  delivered  four 
times,  but  found  it  impohible  to  fave  any 
of  the  children,  except  one,  which  was 
fmall,  and  even  in  that,  the  ftioulder 
was  diflocated.  Vide  Collett.  XXXIV. 
and  the  third  table  of  my  anatomical 
prints. 

The  fecond  was  twice  delivered  by  ano¬ 
ther  gentleman,  and  three  times  by  myfeif, 
and  only  one  child  was  faved  by  being  born 
in  the  eighth  month,  of  a  very  fmall  fize. 
Both  thefe  patients  were  fmall  in  ftature, 
and  diftorted  in  the  fpine.  The  third,  who 
was  a  tall  woman,  but  had  been  ricketty 
for  two  or  three  years  in  her  infancy,  I  de¬ 
livered  three  times  with  great  fatigue,  but 
could  fave  none  of  the  children,  which 
were  large:  at  laft,  however,  file  bore  a 
live  child  in  the  feventh  month.  Vide 
Collettion  XXXV.  alfo  Tab.  XXVI,  and 
XXVII.  I  have  been  called  to  feveral 
others,  where  the  Pelvis  appeared,  at  that 
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part,  not  to  exceed  three  inches,  or  three 
inches  and  an  half.  When  the'  children 
were  large,  it  was  impoffibie  to  have  them, 
either  by  the  forceps  or  by  turning  ;  but 
when  I  was  called  in  time,  and  found 
them  fmall,  or  even  of  a  middle  fize,  the 
patient  was  commonly  delivered  by  one 
of  thofe  methods,  if  the  labour  pains  were 
not  fufficient. 

I  have  been  feveral  times  befpoke  to  at- 

JL 

tend  women  in  their  firft  children,  by  their 
friends,  who  were  apprehenfive,  that  they 
would  have  difficult  or  dangerous  labours, 
becaufe  they  were  diflorted  in  their  backs, 

mf 

Eight  patients  in  thefe  circurn fiances,  did 
I  deliver  in  the  year  1748,  and  fix  of  them 
had  eafy  natural  labours  ;  the  other  two 
were .  more  difficult,  which  proceeded 
from  the  large  fize  of  the  children,  and 
the  fmall  make  of  the  mothers.  In  a  few 
cafes,  I  have  found  one  or  two  bones  of 
the  Sacrum  jetting  inwards,  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  the  head  of  the  child  palled 
with  great  difficulty:  in  two  of  thefe,  I 
ufed  the  forceps,  and  at  one  time  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  dilate  the  bones  of  the  Cranium , 
as  the  lower  ends  of  the  Ojfa  Ifchia  were 
fcarce  three  inches  afunder, 

C  O  Lt 
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COLL  E  C  T  I  O  N  II. 

Operations  performed  upon  the  external 

Parts. 

.  {Vide  Vol,  I.  Lib.  I.  Cap.  II.  Sett.  i.J 
Preternatural  Size  of  the  Nymphje. 

t 

CASE  I. 

In  April  1733,  I  was  called  to  a  young 
woman,  who,  by  a  fall  from  an  hay-loft, 
upon  a  poll  below,  had  bruifed  the  Labia 
Pudendi :  befides  an  inflammation  of  the 
parts,  I  found  one  of  the  Nymphce  fo  pre« 
ternaturally  large,  as  to  hang  down  three 
inches  without  the  Labia .  Her  mother 
was  furprized  to  fee  fuch  an  extraordinary 
excrefcence,  which  the  daughter  had. con¬ 
cealed  from  her  knowledge,  and  deflred 
me,  after  the  inflammation  was  removed, 
to  remedy,  if  poffible,  this  inconvenience, 
as  the  girl  was  to  be  married  in  a  little 
time.  The  excifion  was  accordingly  per¬ 
formed  with  great  eafe,  as  that  part  next 
the  Labia  was  very  thin.  The  patient 
could  recollect  no  caufe,  to  which  this  ex¬ 
crefcence  might  be  owing}  but  faid,  fhe 
firft  perceived  it,  when  fhe  was  fixteeri  years 
.  .  of 
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of  age  ;  that  it  gradually  enlarged,  and 
frequently  gave  her  much  uneafinefs,  by 
itching,  and  being  fubject  to  pricking 
pains.  The  outward  edge  and  extremity 
was  about  an  inch  thick,  extending  two 
inches  from  the  upper  to  the  under  part. 

The  caufe  did  not  feem  to  have  been  vene- 

« 

real,  but  merely  a  fwelling  of  the  glands. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1722,  I  was  prefcnt  at  the 
extirpation  of  the  Nymphce ,  which  were 
excellively  large  and  pendulous  in  a  wo¬ 
man,  who  alleged,  that  the  diforder  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  a  venereal  taint,  of  which  fhe 
had  been  formerly  cured. 

Mauriceau ,  in  Obfervation  313.  menti¬ 
ons  his  taking  off,  by  ligature,  an  elonga¬ 
tion  of  the  Caruncula  Myrti formes. 

CASE  III. 

Of  an  obftructed  Hymen. 

In  the  year  1727,  a  woman  brought  her 
daughter  from  the  country  for  my  advice.. 
She  had  been  a  year  married,  and,  in  her 
own  opinion,  was  in  the  eighth  month 
of  her  pregnancy,  although  file  was  regu¬ 
lar  in  the  difcharge  of  the  Catamenia .  She 
affirmed,  Ihe  had  frequently  felt  the  mo¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  the  child,  and  was  grown  much 
bigger  than  her  ordinary  fize.  I  examined 
the  Abdomen ,  but  could  not  feel  the  cir- 
cumfcribed  tumour  of  the  Uterus :  indeed 
fhe  was  corpulent,  fo  that  the  belly  was 
large,  though  foft.  I  then  directed  her  to 
lean  forwards  on  the  back  of  a  chair,  and 
feating  myfelf  behind,  attempted  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  Uterus  by  the  Vagina ,  when  I 
found  the  entrance  obflrubled. 

Through  the  perfuafion  of  her  mother, 
fhe  confented  to  have  the  parts  infpebted  ; 
and  being  laid  fupine  upon  a  couch,  I  fe- 
pa rated  the  Labia,  when  I  perceived  the 
Hymen  in  form  of  a  crefcent,  from  the 
middle  of  which  proceeded  a  kind  of  liga¬ 
ment,  attached  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
Meatus  Urinarius ,  leaving  a  paffage  on  each 
fide,  capable  of  admitting  a  probe  into  the 
Vagina ,  and  of  yielding  paffage  to  the 
menftrual  difcharge,  but  effectually  ob- 
ftructing  the  introduction  of  the  Penis. 
Having  fnipt  this  attachment  afunder,  I 
introduced  my  finger  into  the  Vagina ,  and 
felt  the  Uterus  riling  up  before  it,  as  in 
the  unimpregnated  Rate,  without  any  fen- 
fible  weight  or  ft  retching  of  the  part. 
From  this  circum fiance,  I  concluded,  and 
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allured  her,  Ihe  was  not  with  child  ;  then 
introduced  a  large  thick  tent,  dipped  in  red 
wine,  and  fecured  it  with  a  bandage.  After 
this  operation,  fhe  foon  became  pregnant, 
and  has  fmce  been  delivered  of  feveral 
children. 

CASE  IV. 

In  January  1754,  a  woman  brought  to 
me  a  girl  five  or  fix  years  old,  whofe  Hy¬ 
men  was  imperforate,  though  it  had  been 
twice  opened  by  a  furgeon,  but  the  lips  of 
the  incifion  had  united  again. 

I  made  an  opening  in  the  fame  place 
with  a  biftory,  which  I  gradually  dilated, 
firft,  with  my  little  finger,  and  then  with 
the  forefinger,  until  I  could  touch  the  Os 
Uteri  ;  then,  Flipping  with  a  pair  of  fcif- 
fars  a  fmall  portion  of  the  Hymen  that 
remained  next  to  the  Fromm,  I  introduced 
a  large  tent,  which  was  kept  in  that  part 
by  comprelles  and  a  proper  bandage. 

Hildanus ,  in  Genturia  3.  Obferv.  60.  gives 
three  examples  in  which  the  pafiage  was 
Ihut  up  by  a  membrane. 

The  firfi:  was  a  girl  of  fixteen,  who  was 
once  a  month  feized  with  violent  pains  in 
her  belly,  faintings,  head-achs,  and  fome- 
times  epileptic  fits ;  which,  on  a  copious 
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bleeding  at  the  nofe,  vanifhed,  and  did  not 
return  till  the  next  period. 

She  had  refilled  feveral  advantageous 
matches,  in  confequence  of  thefe  infirmi¬ 
ties,  which  being  communicated  to  our 
author,  he  infpecled  the  Pudenda ,  and, 
finding  the  Vagina  fhut  up  by  a  ftrong 
membrane,  he  directed  an  incifion  to  be 
made ;  but  the  young  woman,  being  terri¬ 
fied  at  the  thoughts  of  the  knife,  refufed 
to  fubmit  to  the  operation. 

The  fecond  was  a  young  woman  at  Pa¬ 
ris,  who,  being  married,  could  not  admit 
the  embraces  of  her  hufband ;  and  he,  on 
that  account,  fued  for  a  divorce  ;  but  as 
fhe  fufpefted.  herfelf  with  child,  feveral 
eminent  furgeons  examined  the  parts,  and 
found  the  entrance  to  the  Vagina  fhut  up 
by  a  ftrong  callous  membrane,  in  which 
were  fmall  openings,  fufficient  to  allow 
the  menftrual  difcharge. 

This  membrane  being  dilated,  and  pro¬ 
per  pefiaries  and  applications  ufed,  to  keep 
the  paffages  open,  the  hufband  was  fatif- 
fied,  and  the  woman  was,  in  fix  months, 
fafely  delivered  of  a  full-grown  child. 

Mauriceau  likewife,  in  Obfervation  489, 
gives  an  account  of  a  woman’s  having 

conceived. 
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conceived,  and  been  delivered  of  a  child, 
though  the  Hymen  had  not  been  broke  in 
coition. 

The  third  cafe  of  Hildanus ,  nearly  re- 
fembles  the  following,  communicated  by 
Dr.  D.  Monro. 


CASE  V. 

A  girl  of  fifteen  had  all  the  fymptoms 
of  the  menflrual  difcharge,  which  conti¬ 
nued  to  feize  her  regularly  every  month, 
though  nothing  was  evacuated  from  the 
Uterus.  When  file  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen,  her  belly  was  confiderably  fwell- 
ed,  and  finding  a  large  tumour  in  her 
Pudenda ,  file  applied  for  relief  to  his  fa- 
'  ther,  who  immediately  perceived  it  was 
occafioned  by  an  imperforated  Hymen. 
This  he  forthwith  opened  with  a  lancet, 
which  was  inflantly  followed  by  a  difcharge 
of  about  three  pints  and  an  half  of  blood, 
of  the  confiftence  of  butter-milk,  and  co¬ 
lour  of  grumous  blood,  though  without  the 
lead:  Imeli  or  fcetor :  about  half  a  pint  of 
the  fame  fluid  was  evacuated  before  morn¬ 
ing,  and  the  girl  did  well. 


CASE 
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CASE  VI. 

Communicated  by  Dr.  George  Macaulay , 
Phyfician  to  the  Lying-in-Hofpital,  in 

Bro'wnlo'w-jlreet. 

About  feven  years  ago,  I  was  defir ed  to 
vifit  a  young  woman,  about  nineteen  years 
of  age,  of  a  large  make,  and  full-breaft- 
ed,  who  was  in  exquifite  pain,  and  could 
not  make  water.  Her  belly  being  very 
much  fwelled,  her  pulfe  feverifh,  and  her 
pains  exactly  refembling  thofe  of  labour; 

I  ordered  her  to  be  blooded,  a  glyfter  to 
be  injedled,  and  prefcribed  fome  other 
medicines.  Next  morning,  I  was  inform¬ 
ed  more  circumflantially  of  her  illnefs,  by 
her  mother,  who  faid,  fhe  had  been  com¬ 
plaining  for  fome  months,  though  pretty 
well  at  intervals  ;  but  now  there  was  fome- 
thing  forcing  down  at  her  privy  parts.  In 
confequence  of  this  information,  I  exa-  • 
mined  her  in  a  curfory  manner,  becaufe  I 
had  called  in  my  way  to  another  patient, 
to  whom  I  was  fent  for  in  a  hurry ;  I 
found  the  belly  very  much  diflended,  and, 
endeavouring  to  pafs  one  finger  into  the 
T %gina ,  felt  what  I  then  took  to  be  the 

✓ 

membranes,  with  the  waters  pufhing  pretty 

low  down.  ■ 
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From  this  circumftance  I  concluded  (he 
was  in  labour,  and  left  her  for  the  prefent, 
after  having  intimated  to  the  mother,  that 
a  little  time  would  in  all  probability  de¬ 
termine  the  nature  of  her  daughter’s  com¬ 
plaint.  In  my  return  I  call’d  again,  and  found 
the  girl  in  exquifite  agony,  though  matters 
were  not  at  all  advanced,  during  three 
hours  which  had  elapfed  in  my  abfence. 

Then  it  was  I  thought  of  enquiring, 
whether  or  not  fhe  had  ever  undergone 
the  menftrual  difcharge  ;  when  being  an- 
fwered  in  the  negative,  I  examined  more 
carefully,  and  found  what  I  had  miftaken 
for  the  membranes,  was  no  other  than 
the  imperforated  Hymen  protruded  by  fome 
fluid  as  far  as  the  external  Labia. 

Having, upon  this  difcovery,  fignified  the 
only  and  certain  means  of  cure  to  the  pa¬ 
tient  and  her  mother,  and  they  confenting 
to  the  operation,  I  divided  the  thick,  ftrong 
membrane  with  a  knife,  and  evacuated,  as 
near  as  I  can  guefs,  two  quarts  of  thick, 
black  blood.  As  it  flowed  out,  and  the 
great  prefliire  was  removed  from  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  the  urine  was  difcharged, 
and  the  poor  girl  faid  fhe  found  herfelf  in 
heaven. 


She 
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She  was  afterwards  feized  with  fhiver- 
ings  and  faintings,  for  which  I  prefcribed 
cordials  and  the  bark,  upon  a  prefumption 
that  the  parts,  from  the  long  continued 
preflure,  might  bedifpofed  to  mortification. 

She  recovered  very  fall,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  fix  months  after  the  aperture  was 
made. 

Rnyfch ,  Tom.  1.  Obfervat.  22.  fays,  he 
was  called  to  a  woman  in  labour,  whofe 
Hymen  was  entire,  and  prevented  the  deli¬ 
very  of  the  child,  by  whofe  head  it  was 
diftended.  An  incifion  being  cautioufiy 
made,  he  perceived  another  thick  mem¬ 
brane  farther  in  the  Vagina,  which  being 
alfo  opened,  the  woman  was  delivered. 

Saviard,  Obferv.  4.  relates  the  cafe  of  a 
young  lady,  whofe  Vagina  was  obftrudled 
by  a  membrane,  which  being  cut,  two 
pints  of  a  flinking  matter,  of  the confiftence 
of  lees  of  wine,  were  difcharged. 

He  likewife  gives  an  inftance  of  the  en¬ 
trance  to  the  Vagina  being  fo  much  con¬ 
tracted  by  the  indifcreet  ufe  of  allringents, 
that  a  probe  could  hardly  be  admitted : 
but  this  opening  was  enlarged  upon  a  di¬ 
rectory,  fo  as  to  admit  a  tent  an  inch  and 
a  half  in  circumference. 
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COLLECTION.  III. 

,  .  • 

Of  the  thicknefs  of  the  Uterus  in  time 

of  Geftation. 

In  the  year  1747,  and  the  following, 
(Vide  Vol.  III.  Collection  XXXIX.  Cafe  1 
and  2.)  I  had  opportunities  of  opening 
two  women  who  had  arrived  at  their  full 
time,  but  died  of  violent  floodings,  before 
any  afliftance  could  be  procured  to  deliver 
them.  The  membranes  were  ftill  unbroke, 
and  both  Uteri  kept  at  their  full  extent  by 
a  large  quantity  of  water.  When  I  open¬ 
ed  them,  with  intent,  if  poflible,  to  fave 
the  children,  I  found  each  about  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  thick.  This  is  likewife  the 
ftate  of  an  Uterus  now  in  my  pofleflion, 
taken  from  a  woman  who  died  in  the 
eighth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  before  the 
membranes  were  broke. 

I  have  aflifted  in  opening  feveral  women 
who  died  after  delivery,  in  confequence  of 
exceflive  weaknefs  and  violent  floodings : 
when  the  Uterus  was  not  much  contracted, 
it  was  not  much  thicker  than  that  I  have 
dcfcribed ;  but,  in  thofe  who  died  a  few 
days  after  delivery,  from  obftrudtions  of 
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the  Lochia  and  a  fever,  the  Uterus  was 
contracted  to  a  fmall  fize,  and  generally 
from  one  to  two  inches  thick  :  I  muff, 
however,  except  one  cafe  of  a  woman  in 
1752,  who  feemed  to  have  been  feven  or 
eight  months  gone  with  child,  yet  the  Ute¬ 
rus  was  contratted  to  a  fmall  buik,  though 
when  ftretched,  it  did  not  exceed  the  eighth  * 
or  tenth  part  of  an  inch  in  thicknefs  at 
the  Fundus.  Vide  Dr.  Gar  row’s  Letter, 
Collett.  XIII.  No.  1. 
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COLLECTION  IV. 

Of  Ohftrudlions  of  the  Catamenia,  the 
immoderate  flux  of  the  Menses,  and  of 
the  Fluor  Albus. 

NUMB.  I. 

The  Catamenia  obftrudted. 
CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1724,  a  gentlewoman  turn¬ 
ed  of  twenty,  who  had  always  enjoyed 
good  health  and  a  regular  difcharge  of  the 
Menfes ,  happened,  during  that  evacuation, 
to  fall  into  a  river  in  very  cold  weather, 
and  was  obliged  to  ride  a  full  mile  before 
fire  reached  her  home.  By  this  accident  the 
Catamenia  were  entirely  obfcructed,  and  I 
was  called  to  give  my  advice  and  affiftance. 
When  I  arrived  at  the  place,  die  had  been 
in  bed  fome  hours,  and  complained  of  violent 
pains  in  her  head  and  back  ;  her  pulfe 
was  quick,  file  breathed  with  difficulty, 
and  leemed  a  little  dilirious.  It  was  fome 
time  before  I  knew  that  the  difcharge  was 
upon  her  when  die  fell  into  the  water, 
confequently  I  was  ignorant  of  the  obftruc- 
tion.  She  was  immediately  blooded  at  the 
arm,  to  the  quantity  of  twelve  ounces ; 

but, 
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but,  finding  no  relief  from  this  evacuation, 
Ihe  loft  eight  ounces  more,  and  fainted 
away  :  the  (  pains  however,  and  difficulty 
of  breathing  loon  abated,  and  a  profufe 
fweat  enftied.  This  was  encouraged  hy 
frequent  draughts  of  weak  white  wine 
whey  ;  the  pulfe  became  more  calm  and  re¬ 
gular,  the  delirium  gradually  ceafed,  Ihe 
enjoyed  a  profound  Ileep,  and  next  morn¬ 
ing  feemed  to  be  in  perfect  health. 

I  was  then  informed  of  the  obftrudtion  ; 
and,  underftanding  fine  was  coftive,  pre- 
fcribed  a  glyfter,  which  had  a  favourable 
operation :  that  fame  evening  I  directed 
her  feet  to  be  bathed  in  warm  water,  and 
defined  Hie  might  fit  over  the  fteams  of  it, 
fo  as  that  the  vapour  Ihould  foment  her 
lower  parts. 

Next  day  fhe  was  gently  purged  with 
an  infufion  of  Sena  and  Manna ;  but  the 
difcharge  did  not  return,  although  fhe  was 
perfectly  eafy,  and  free  from  all  complaints, 
but  that  of  being  low-fpirited  from  the 
evacuations  Ihe  had  undergone.  I  recom¬ 
mended  warmth,  gentle  exercife,  and  food 
of  eafy  digeftion,  in  hope,  that,  as  Ihe  was 
of  an  healthy  conftitution,  nature  would 
reftore  the  regularity  of  the  difcharge.  Nor 

C  3  was 
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was  I  difappointed  in  my  expectation  :  at 
the  end  of  four  weeks,  the  menfes  appear¬ 
ed  as  ufual,  fhe  was  in  a  little  time  mar¬ 
ried,  and  has  never  linee  had  any  com¬ 
plaint  of  that  nature. 

It  would  be  equally  tedious  and  unne- 
cefiary,  to  infert  a  number  of  fuch  cafes, 
which  have  happened  in  the  courfe  of  my 
praCtice.  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  gentle 
evacuations,  exercife  and  a  low  diet,  gene- 
rally  remove  thofe  obltruCtions  in  the  fir  It 
four  or  five  months ;  and,  unlefs  the  fluids 
acquire  a  wrong  turn  by  fome  other  kind 
of  irruption,  fuch  as  a  difcharge  of  blood 
from  the  haemorrhoidal  veins,  ftomach, 
lungs,  nofe,  and  fometimes,  though  very 
feldom,  through  the  hairy  fcalp,  cuticle  of 
the  legs,  and  other  parts ;  I  fay,  except 
when  diverted  by  fuch  preternatural  he¬ 
morrhages,  the  Menfes  commonly  return, 
or  elfe  the  patient  is  afflicted  with  thofe 
complaints,  which  proceed  from  a  weak 
and  languid  circulation  of  the  fluids.  In 
this  cafe,  the  method  recommended  above 
muft  be  altered,  and  the  obftruCtion  re¬ 
moved  by  medicines  that  quicken  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  blood,  fuch  as  gentle 
emetics,  bitter  and  aromatic  infufions,  pre- 

Ikfcr  4  .*•  >  *  **  /  *  v'  i  *  *  *  «3- 
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parations  of  Heel,  chalybeate  waters,  rid¬ 
ing,  and  nourilhing  diet.  In  a  word,  when 
the  obdrudtion  is  owing  to  plethora,  rigi¬ 
dity  or  tenfion,  evacuations  are  proper  j 
but  when  it  proceeds  from  a  weak  and  re¬ 
laxed  habit  of  body,  thofe  things  that  nou- 
rifh  and  drengthen  the  conditution,  are 
mod  effectual.  Great  attention  is  there¬ 
fore  required  to  confider  thefe  different 
drcumdances,  and  experience  to  judge  of 
the  indication ;  efpecially,  as  almoft  all 
the  complaints  of  unmarried  women,  pro¬ 
ceed  from  the  irregularity  of  this  difcharge. 

During  my  general  practice  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  when  my  advice  was  follicited  by  fe¬ 
male  patients,  who  laboured  under,  either 
an  obdru&ion,  immoderate  difcharge,  or 
irregularity  of  the  Menfes ,  efpecially  if  the 
diforder  was  of  long  continuance,  I  fuc- 
ceeded  bed  by  following  the  methods  re¬ 
commended  by  the  late  learned  Dr.  Friend . 
I  fhall  therefore  infert  a  fummary  of  his 
cafes,  with  regard  to  the  fymptoms  and 
practice  ;  and  refer  the  reader  to  his  Em- 
menologia  for  his  theory  of  thefe  didempers. 


£  4 
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CASE  I. 

> 

O'clober  26,  1700,  a  young  woman, 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  till  that  time 
free  from  the  Menfes ,  complained  of  a 
fharp  pain  about  the  loins,  knees,  and 
ankles.  She  alfo  laboured  under  a  Dyfp - 
ncea}  Naufea ,  and  gripings  of  the  ftomach  : 
upon  the  leaf!  flirting,  there  was  a  palpi¬ 
tation  of  the  heart.  Her  countenance  was 
of  a  florid  colour,  her  pulfe  weak  and  flow, 
Thefe  fymptoms  had  continued  violent  for 
aim  oft  fix  months.  He  firft  ordered  the 
following  cathartic. 

R  Calomelan.  3i,  Re/m  Jalap,  gr.  v.  Tartar. 
Vitriolat.  gr,  iv.  m.  /.  pulv,  cap.  mane  in  Con? 
ferv.  Rofar. 

After  the  operation  of  the  above  medi¬ 
cine,  flie  was  ordered  the  following  elec¬ 
tuary  and  infufion. 

R  Conferv.  Abfynth.  Roman,  giij.  JEthiop.  Min , 
%)•  Chalyb.  cam  Sulphur,  p.  p.  ^fy  Rad.  Gen¬ 
tian.  Cur  cum.  Puh.  d  gij.  Syr.  Garyoph.  q.  / 
m.f.  Elebt.  cap.  q.  n.  m.  ter  in  die ,  hor.  med. 
fuperbib.  Cochl ,  v.  infuf  feq. 

R  Limat .  Chalyb.  31.  fi.  in/unde  in  Cerevijis 
tenuis  lb  iij.  per  triduum,  deinde  adde  Rad, 
Qsntian.  incif.  3  IS.  Rub.  Tin/tor.  Cur  cum.  d 
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gij .  fumitat .  Abfynth.  vulgar.  Centaur,  minor 
a.  m.  i.  Bac.  Jump.  Sfi.  fem.  Cardamom. 
Min.  Cubeb.  d  31.  mifce.  fiat,  infiufi.  per  diem. 
In  colaturee  quolibet  Haufiu  cap.  gt.  xx.  mix- 
tur.  feq. 

R.  Sp.  Sal.  Armon.  Elix.  p.  p.  d  3ij.  m. 

He  defignedly  omitted  bleeding,  becaufe 
of  the  weaknefs  of  the  patient. 

OSlober  28.  In  the  afternoon,  die  com¬ 
plained  lefs  of  her  ftomach,  the  pulfe  was 
ftronger,  and  her  ftrength  much  increafed. 

OSlober  30.  The  Menfes  came  down  of 
a  laudable  colour.  The  pain  at  her  loins 
and  ankles  immediately  vanifhed,  The 
flux  continued  eight  days,  during  which 
fhe  was  forbid  the  ufe  of  her  medicines; 
which  being  however  repeated,  after  ano¬ 
ther  week,  the  Menfes  flowed  regularly 
again  at  the  next  period,  and  the  patient 
entirely  recovered  her  health. 


CASE  II. 

OSlober  31,  1700,  a  woman  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  had  not  had  the  Menfes  for 
the  fpace  of  two  years.  Upon  the  deten¬ 
tion  of  which,  fhe  was  feized  with  a  dry 

cough. 
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cough,  violent  dyfpnsea,  palpitation  of  the 
heart,  pain  in  the  head,  a  vertigo,  lofs  of 
appetite,  indigefdon  and  inflation  of  the 
ftomach  ;  fometimes  a  vomiting,  decay  of 
ftrength,  night  fweats,  a  viciflitude  of  heat 
and  cold,  and  a  trembling;  and  fometimes 
the  blood  broke  forth  at  the  noftrils.  The 
pulfe  was  very  weak. 

He  fays,  the  indications  of  cure  feemed 
to  be  three. 

I.  To  reflore  a  good  digeftion  in  the 
ftomach. 

II.  Toincreafe  the  impulfe  of  the  blood. 

III.  To  relax  the  uterine  veifels. 

To  relieve  the  pains  and  decay  of 
ftrength,  he  ordered  the  following  Car¬ 
diac. 

R  Sp.  Sal.  Armon.  'Tindl.  Croci.  Laud.  Liq.  d 
31  m.  cap.  gt.  xxx.  f.cpius  in  quovis  vehiculo. 

By  the  ufe  of  thefe  things,  the  pains 
very  much  abated,  and  her  ftrength  was 
recruited. 

November  2.  She  took  the  cathartic  pre- 
fcribed  in  the  former  cafe  ;  which  purged 
her  fix  times,  and  eafed  the  Dyfpnsea. 

November  3.  She  made  ufe  of  the  elec¬ 
tuary  and  infufion,  defcribed  in  the  for¬ 
mer 
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pier  cafe  ;  not  neglecting  in  the  mean 
time  the  cardiac  mixture.  The  following 
emolient  fomentation  was  applied  to  the 
Region  of  the  Uterus  to  relax  the  veflels. 

R.  Rad.  Altha<e.  Lil.  Alb.  a  ^ij  fern.  Uni ,  Fe~ 
nugrtec.  d  3iij.  Flor.  Chamameli ,  Aneth.  d  p.  i. 
Majoran.  m.  i.  Bulliant  ex  vin.  &  a q.  part. 
*eq.  Liquor  fit  pro  fomentations  bis  in  die  ap- 
plicand. 

November  8.  The  pulfe  was  fomewhat 
ftronger ;  but  hardly  any  change  in  the 
fymptoms. 

November  15.  Nothing  new,  except  that 
the  appetite  leemed  to  return,  and  the 
nocturnal  fweats  vanilhed. 

November  22.  A  whitifh  humor  flowed 
from  the  Uterus ,  which  ceaied  after  five 
days.  He  remarks,  that  there  is  frequent 
mention  among  authors  of  pallid  Menfes. 

December  1.  The  fymptoms,  although 
much  milder,  were  not  however  yet  re¬ 
moved.  The  following  purge  was  pre- 
fcribed. 

R  P/7,  Ruf.  3  fi.  Re  fin.  Jalap,  gr.  iij.  01  Safi- 

fafr.  gt.  i.  Balf.  Peruv.  q.  f.  m.f.  Pil  mediocr. 

\ 

She  likewife  returned  to  the  ufe  of  the 
de&uary,  infufion  and  mixture  5  which 

being 
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being  duly  taken,  the  pulfe  grew  ftronger, 
and  her  ftrength  was  recruited. 

December  19.  The  Menfes  were  brought 
down  of  a  pretty  red  colour,  which  con¬ 
tinued  for  three  days.  Upon  their  break¬ 
ing  forth,  the  fymptoms  were  fo  much 
abated,  that  file  complained  only  of  fome 
fmall  difficulty  in  her  breathing,  and  pain 
of  her  head.  But  repeating  the  infufion, 
her  health,  at  the  month’s  end,  returned 
with  the  Catamenia .  •’  4 

1 

CASE  III. 

OEtober  2,  1702,  a  laundry-maid  of  a 
fanguine  habit,  aged  twenty-four  years, 
caught  cold,  and  by  wafhing  her  legs,  in 
cold  water,  in  time  of  the  Menfes ,  they 
were  wholly  fuppreffed  for  the  fpace  of  one 
year  ;  yet,  without  any  remarkable  detri¬ 
ment  to  her  health ;  which  he  imagined 
proceeded  from  her  hard  labour  and  exer- 
cife.  But  at  the  year’s  end,  file  was  attacked 
with  mofl  of  the  fymptoms  as  in  the  lid 
cafe ;  only  there  arofe  a  hard  tumor  on 
the  Tibia,  for  which  he  ordered  a  vein  to 
be  opened  in  the  arm.  As  that  did  not 
relieve  the  tumor,  he  ordered  a  cathartic, 

and 
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and  a  bitter  chalybeate  infufion,  with  the 
emollient  fomentation. 

Offober  28.  The  purge  was  repeated,  and 
the  tumor  became  milder. 

November  6.  The  pulfe  encreafed  with 
the  ftrength,  and,  to  provoke  the  Menfes , 
the  Saphcena  was  opened. 

November  31.  The  Menfes  flowed  in  a 
fmall  quantity.  Her  florid  colour  return¬ 
ed  again,  and  the  tumor  with  the  other 
fymptoms  vanifhed. 

He  gives  three  other  cafes,  the  firfl:  two 
had  their  complaints  from  the  Menfes  be¬ 
ing  irregular  and  in  too  fmall  a  quantity; 
but  the  third  was  that  of  a  married  woman 
about  twenty-five  years  of  age ;  fhe  had  a  de- 
creafe  of  the  Menfes  for  almofi:  a  year,  but 
a  total  fuppreiiion  for  the  three  laft  peri¬ 
ods.  All  thefe  he  treated  according  to  their 
different  complaints,  but  brought  them 
regular,  principally  by  the  ufe  of  chaly¬ 
beate  medicines. 

I  have  had  many  patients,  who,  In  ob- 
,  ftrudlions  of  the  Menfes ,  if  they  were  at¬ 
tacked  with  difcharges  from  other  parts  of 
the  body  of  different  kinds,  either  periodi¬ 
cally  or  continued,  have  fr nitrated  all  at¬ 
tempts  to  bring  back  the  Catamenia ,  and 

prevented 
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prevented  conception.  If  the  difcharges 
were  from  the  lungs,  ftomach  and  ocher 
vifcera,  they  frequently  proved  fatal  to  the 
patients :  if  from  the  external  parts,  as 
haemorrhages  from  the  nofe,  hairy  fcalp, 
legs,  or  iffues  in  different  parts,  although 
they  partly  prevented  the  removal  of  the 
obftrudlion,  yet  they  kept  the  patients  in 
a  tolerable  Hate  of  health  :  Sckenckius,  in 
his  Obfervationum  Medicinalium,  Lib.  4.  De 
Conceptions,  pag.  613.  gives  feveral  cafes 
from  different  authors,  of  fome  women 
who  conceived  before  they  had  the  Menfesf 
: ;  others  who  bore  feveral  children  and  never 
had  any  fuch  difcharge. 

Mr.  Pearce,  in  the  Bath  memoirs.  Chap.1 
XIX.  from  pag.  187,  to  pag.  190,  gives 
four  cafes  of  girls  labouring  under  the 
Chlorofis  or  green-ficknefs,  who,  after  try¬ 
ing  many  medicines  in  vain,  were  cured 
by  drinking  the  Bath  waters,  and  fre¬ 
quently  bathing  in  them. 

Vide  Hildani,  Cent.  5.  Obfervat.  41. 
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NUMB.  II.  CASE  I. 

Immoderate  flux  of  the  Catamenia. 

In  the  year  1732,  I  was  called  to  a  young 
woman  about  the  age  of  eighteen,  who 
was  very  much  weakened  by  an  immode¬ 
rate  difcharge  of  the  Menfes.  She  had 
been  of  an  healthy  con  dilution,  and  re¬ 
gular  in  her  monthly  evacuations  for  the 
fpace  of  a  whole  year ;  but  about  fix 
months  before  I  faw  her,  fhe  was,  in  time 
of  the  difcharge,  overheated  with  dancing, 
in  confequence  of  which,  the  Menfes  flow¬ 
ed  to  fuch  a  quantity  as  threw  her  into 
fainting  fits,  fo  that  fhe  was  obliged  to  be 
carried  home  and  put  to  bed,  where  fhe 
was  fupported  by  a  nourifliing  diet,  and 
in  ten  days  was  free  of  the  difcharge. 
Yet,  every  three  weeks  after  this  period, 
fhe  was  attacked  in  the  fame  manner, 
though  in  a  lefs  violent  degree,  and  conti¬ 
nued  ill  about  the  fame  fpace  of  time.  By 
this  excefs  of  evacuation,  fhe  was  reduced 
from  a  healthy  conflitution  and  florid 
complexion,  to  a  weak  habit  of  body  and 
pale  vifage  ;  and,  when  I  was  called,  actu¬ 
ally  lay  in  a  fwoon,  occafioned  by  the  great 
difcharge,  and  her  pulfe,  which  at  any 

time 
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time  was  low,  I  could  now  hardly  feel. 
As  foon  as  fhe  could  fwallow,  fhe  took  a 
draught  of  wine  and  water,  in  which  fif¬ 
teen  drops  of  Liquid  Laudanum  were  dilut¬ 
ed  ;  then  fiie  was  put  to  bed,  and  in  half 
an  hour,  the  violence  of  the  difcharge  was 
confiderably  abated  j  when  I  introduced 
into  the  Vagina  a  bit  of  fpunge,  dipt  in  a 
folution  of  alum,  wine  and  water.  Hav¬ 
ing  confidered  the  cafe  during  this  period, 
I  directed  her  to  take  two  fpoonfuls  ofi 
the  following  prefcription,  as  often  as  the 
violence  of  the  difcharge  fhould  return. 

R  Infujio  Rof.  rub.  jvi.  Elix.  Vitriol.  Laud * 
liquid,  d  gut.  xv.  m. 

I  likevvife  directed  the  fpunge  to  be  conti¬ 
nued,  and  frequently  moiftened  with  this 
decodtion. 

R  Cort.  Granat.  Querc.  Flor.  Balauft.  Rof.  rub. 

'  d  3 ij .  coquantur  in  aq.  fontan.  ad.  jvi.  in  cola- 
tura  Jolve  alum.  3  ft.  et  adde  Vin.  rub.  ^ij. 

Next  day  fhe  was  much  eafier,  the  dif¬ 
charge  being  diminiflied  and  of  a  pale  co¬ 
lour  :  for  drink,  I  prefcribed  chicken  broth, 
in  which  rice  had  been  boiled,  with  afles 
milk  to  be  taken  morning  and  evening ; 
for  diet,  veal,  chicken,  bread-pudding, 

made 
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made  with  whites  of  eggs ;  and  for  change 
of  drink,  barley-water,  in  which  gum 
arabic  was  diffolved,  and  water-gruel  with 
eggs,  in  the  manner  of  egg  caudle.  Though 
fhe  recovered  her  ftrength  by  this  method, 
the  difcharge  returned  at  the  end  of  the 
three  weeks,  but  not  in  fuch  quantity,  nor 
for  fuch  a  length  of  time.  I  directed  her 
to  ufe  the  fame  regimen  with  moderate 
exercife,  and  after  two  or  three  periodical 
evacuations  of  the  fame  kind,  flie  perfect¬ 
ly  recovered  her  health  and  bloom. 

The  fame  method  I  have  fuccefsfully 
ufed  with  a  great  number  of  patients,  both 
married  and  unmarried,  only  varying  the 
medicines  and  the  diet,  according  to  the 
violence  of  the  difeafe  and  conftitution  of 
the  patient  j  and  occahonally  prefcribing 
the  Cort.  peruvian.  Pilul.  Gummos.  Spawy 
Bath  and  Brijlol  waters,  the  two  laft  kinds 
efpecially,  to  be  drank  at  the  wells. 

Thofe  who  are  much  weakened  by  flood¬ 
ings  in  mifcarriages,  or,  even  in  delivery, 
had  fometimes,  for  two  or  three  periods 
after,  very  large  difcharges,  and  were  reliev¬ 
ed  by  the  means  fpecified  above. 

I 
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What  follows,  concerning  the  immode¬ 
rate  flux  of  the  Menfes ,  is  copied  from 
Dr.  Dale’s  Tranflation  of  Friend. 

CASE.  I. 

February  i.  1702.  A  certain  woman,  af¬ 
ter  a  lying-in,  was  feized  with  an  immo¬ 
derate  flux  of  the  Menfes ,  which  conti¬ 
nued  for  fix  years ;  in  the  laft  two  years, 
the  blood  flowed  almoll  daily,  concreted 
fometimes  into  Grumi  of  the  bignefs  of  an 
egg.  She  laboured  under  a  very  great 
weaknefs  and  drought,  and  was  alfo  fome¬ 
times  feveriih.  A  violent  and  continued 
pain  in  the  Abdomen  and  region  of  the 
Uterus.  She  was  feized  with  an  anxiety 
at  her  heart,  and  fometimes  alfo  with  a 
fyncope.  The  pulfe  fcarce  perceptible. 
The  intention  of  the  cure  feemed  to  be, 
after  the  ftoppage  of  the  flux,  to  reftore 
the  ftrength,  which  was  extremely  much 
decayed.  But  in  checking  the  flux,  iince 
I  thought  proper  to  abftain  from  repellents, 
becaufe  their  ufe  feemed  to  be  forbid,  by 
the  ftrength  being  fo  exceflively  weak,  I 
trailed  wholly  to  aftringents,  and  them  I 
ordered  as  well  internally  as  externally. 

ft 


CASES  m  MIDWIFERY.  35 

4 

R  Cortic.  Granat.  ^  fl.  Rad.  For  men  till.  ^i.  Flo r. 
Rof.  Ruhr.  Balauftior,  d  m.  i.  Coq.  in  Aq. 
Ferrar.  Lib.  III.  ad  Confumpt.  Lib.  I.  Cola- 
tura  fit  pro  fomentatione,  bis  in  die  parti  af~ 
fedla  tepide  applicand . 

For  her  common  drink  fhe  11  fed  the 

■9 

Decodt.  Ali\  in  Lib.  II.  whereof  were 
boiled  Cinnamon  3ij. 

'  Internally  was  applied  the  Fincl.  Antiph - 
thifica ,  fo  much  commended  by  Etmuller, 
drawn  from  Sacchar.  Satur .  et  VitriolUin 
Marti  s,  with  Sp.  Vini.  Of  the  tincture, 
fhe  took  twenty  drops  in  Aq.  Plantag,  fe- 
veral  times  a  day.  When  her  pain  or 
Watching  was  troublefome,  fhe  took  twenty 
drops  of  Land,  liq .  Feb.  3.  The  flux  was 
Rayed ;  and  led  it  might  poffibly  return, 
the  fomentation  was  repeated  daily  to  Fe¬ 
bruary  the  6th.  But  the  flux  being  thus 
reftrained,  the  pain  and  weaknefs  teemed 
now  to  be  regarded.  I  took  therefore  from 
the  disetetick  medicine,  broths,  and  good 
nourifhing  foods  ■,  from  the  pharmaceutic, 
the  following  mixture, 

R  Find.  Croc.  Laudan.  Liq.  Sydenh.  d  gij.  Cham - 
phor.  in  Sp.  Vini  Dijfolut.  fi.  m.  cap . 
gut.  xxx.  Series  in  Die  in  Aqua  Cinnam.  fort, 

et  Hord.  dp.  a. 

D  2 
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with  which  her  Ilrength  was  very  much 
repaired  and  her  pain  abated.  Feb.  8.  A 
iort  of  membranous  pouch  hung  down 
from  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  which  yet  ad¬ 
hered  fo  firmly  towards  the  Uterus  that  it 
could  not  be  extracted  from  the  Vagina . 
It  had  alfo  a  very  ill  fmell ;  and  indeed  at 
firft  fight,  the  inner  coat  of  the  Vagina 
feemed  to  be  fallen  down  ;  for  I  the  lefs 
fufpe£ted  it  to  be  any  remains  of  the  Pla¬ 
centa ,  becaufe  the  woman  denied  that  Ihe 
had  been  brought  to  bed  for  fix  years. 
But  when,  upon  confidering  the  Ilink  and 
the  pain,  I  began  to  entertain  fome  fulpi- 
cion  of  a  Placenta ,  I  thought  it  proper  to 
examine  into  the  matter  a  little  more  nar¬ 
rowly  ;  and  therefore  enquired  of  the  wo¬ 
man,  whether  fhe  had  not  mifcarried  fince 
that  lying  in  :  She  confelled  Ihe  had  been 
with  child  about  two  years  fince,  and  that 
being  terribly  frightened,  as  Ihe  returned 
home  in  the  night-time  through  the  ftreets, 
Ihe  had  mifcarried  by  the  way  j  but  that 
after  Ihe  was  returned  home,  Ihe  fent  for 
no  midwife  to  examine,  whether  any  thing 
was  left  in  the  Uterus  or  not.  From  that 
time  alfo  the  pain  took  its  rife.  The  dif- 
eafe  having  been  thus  enquired  into,  the 

indication 
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indication  feemed  to  be  this  namely,  to 
reftore  the  force  of  the  Uterus  and  abdo¬ 
minal  mufcles,  fo  that  it  might  expel  any 
remains  of  the  Placenta  ;  and,  becaufe 
the  mixture  which  was  ordered  her  con¬ 
duced  very  much  to  this  end,  Ihe  took 
forty  drops  of  it  feveral  times  in  a  day, 
by  which  medicine,  her  fpirits  were  fo  re¬ 
cruited,  that,  Feb.  10.  fome  part  of  the 
Placenta  was  thrown  forth,  not  only  of  a 
very  ftrong  fmell,  but  plainly  putrid. 
Feb.  11.  Another  portion  was  alfo  thrown 
forth  of  the  fame  ill  fcent.  From  that 
time  there  were  no  marks  of  that  mem¬ 
branous  fubftance  within  the  Vagina :  In 
like  manner  alfo,  was  the  whole  pain  im¬ 
mediately  allayed.  Feb.  13.  She  fo  far  re¬ 
covered  her  ftrength,  as  to  be  able  now  to 
lit  up  for  fome  hours,  after  having  been 
confined  to  her  bed  almofi:  a  month.  She 
made  no  complaint  of  any  thing  but  her 
weaknefs  and  lols  of-  appetite.  She  took 
daily  of  her  mixture,  from  which  fhe  found 
very  great  relief.  Feb.  17.  The  flux  re¬ 
turned  ;  which  I  was  unwilling  to  check, 
becaufe  I  found  it  very  moderate,  and  at¬ 
tended  with  no  ill  iymptoms ;  for  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  natural  and  ordinary 

D  3  evacuation 
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evacuation  of  the  Menfes  :  which  was 
therefore  ended  on  the  fourth  day.  Feb, 
23.  That  I  might  further  provide  for  her 
ftrerigth,  the  following  things  were  pre- 
fcribed. 

R  1'inbt.  Certic ,  Perm,  in  ( Vin .  alb.  lh.  i.  15.) 
TinEl.  Croci  Spec.  Diamb^  a  §f5.  m.  cap,.  Coch. 

6  ter  in  die. 

feb.  25.  Her  appetite  was  reftored.  No¬ 
thing  was  wanting  to  complete  her  health 
but  ftrength  ;  which  however,  upon  tvyice 
repeating  the  decodtion,  was  alfo  happily 

renewed. 

*'  -  '  ** 

C.A  S  E  II. 

Sept.  10.  1701.  A  woman  of  a  full  ha¬ 
bit,  and  who  had  been  ufed  to  have  top 
great  a  difcharge  of  the  Menfes ,  fell  into 
an  immoderate  flux  from  exceflive  exer- 
cife,  fo  that  the  Menfes  came  down  in  a 
farg.e  quantity  ;  at  firft  indeed,  for  fix  days, 
and  afterwards  for  twelve. 

t.  f  > 

When  (lie  had  laboured  under  this  in- 
difpoftion  the  whole  fu  turner,  her  ftrength 
was  very  much  caft  down ;  flie  was  often 
feized  with  a  Syncope  and  Spafm  her  feet 
<  fwelled  3  her  countenance  almoft  hippo- 
pratip  f  the  blood  being  very  thin,  did  not 

now 
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flow  guttatim ,  but,  as  it  were,  in  a  conti¬ 
nued  ftream .  When  I  firft  vifited  her,  the 
flux  had  continued  four  days. 

The  indication,  therefore,  of  the  di- 
ftemper  required,  that  the  flux  fliould  be 
immediately  flopped.  That  this  might  be 
effedted,  the  fame  fomentation  was  applied 
as  is  defcribed  in  the  firft  cafe. 

At  the  hour  of  reft,  fhe  took  the  fol¬ 
lowing  hypnotic. 

R  Trochifc.  Gordon.  3$.  Laudan.  Lond.  gr.  ii. 

-  Mucilag.  Gum.  Arab.  q.  f.  m.  Pil  cxigu.c. 

Cap.  3. 

By  the  ufe  of  thefe  fhe  flept  very  quietly. 

Sept.  11.  The  Menfes  ftill  flowing,  this 
eledluary  was  prefcribed. 

R  Conferv.  Rof.  Ruhr.  ^i.  Bol.  Arm.  Croc. 
Mart,  ajiring.  a  31.  Maftich.  Ter.  Japan,  d 
3ii.  Spec.  Diatr.  Santal.  dlv./yr.  e  Symphyt. 
q.  f.  m.  f.  ElePt.  cap.  q.  N.  M.  /spa  qnaque 
hora,  fuperb.  Coch.  5.  Julap.feq. 

R  Aq.  fperm.  Ranar.  Plantagin.  Cinnam.  Hord. 
a  IbC.  Syr.  e  Coral,  q.f.  m.f.  Julap.  cap.  etiam 
-  ter  inDie  Spir. Vitriol,  gt.yo.in  quovis  vehiculo. 

Repet.  Foment,  et  Pillul.  prajcript. 

Sept.  13.  The  flux  ftill  continued,  al¬ 
though  only  guttatim ;  which  yet  upon  her 
duly  taking  the  medicines,  on  Sept.  15. 
wholly  ceafed. 


Now 
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Now  therefore,  the  whole  method  of 
cure  feemed  to  turn  upon  this  point,  name¬ 
ly,  to  flrengthen  the  veffels,  and  prevent 
the  rarefaflion  of  the  blood.  To  anfwer 
the  firft  intention,  the  fomentation  was 
every  day  repeated ;  the  ufe  of  glutinants 
and  balfamics  feemed  fufficient  for  the  fe- 
cond :  aflringents  being  therefore  fet  alide, 
the  following  method  was  purfued. 

R  DecoA.  Alb.  Ibii.  Aq.  Cinnamon.  Hord.  %  iii. 
Sacch.  Alb.  q.  f.  m  .  cap.  ^iv.  quater  in  die. 

R  Balf.  Capiv.  Polychreft.  a  jii,  cap.  gt.  xxv. 
bora  decubitus  in  Conferv.  Rofar.  Ruhr. 

Upon  the  taking  of  thefe  remedies  after 
the  interval  of  almoft  three  weeks,  OSl.  5. 
the  Menfes  returned,  and  continued  fo  for 
fix  days.  But  the  laft  prefcriptions  being 
repeated,  the  next  period,  the  flux  was 
terminated  the  fourth  day  ;  which  flop¬ 
ping  hitherto  within  the  fame  fpace  of 
time,  the  woman  was  thereupon  perfectly 
recovered. 

CASE  III. 

May  21.  1703.  a  woman  thirty-fix  years 
old,  after  a  mifcarriage,  had  a  flux  of  the 
Menfes  during  fourteen  days,-  for  three  pe¬ 
riods  ; 
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nods;  afterwards,  for  aim  oft  three  months 
they  came  down  daily.  By  which  flux  fhe 
was  fo  weakened,  that  fhe  could  by  no 
means  walk,  and.  but  fcarce  Hand.  She 
drew  her  breath  with  fo  much  difficulty, 
that  fhe  was  in  danger  of  being  fuffocated. 
She  was  feized  fometimes  with  a  Syncope , 
and  fometimes  with  a  hyfleric  fit ;  fo  that 
fhe  lay  for  an  hour  or  two,  as  if  fhe  was 
dead.  The-  fame  pale  colour  and  leannefs 
as  in  confumptive  perfons :  the  pulfe  weak 
and  .intermitting. 

The  indication  of  cure  feemed  to  regard, 
firfl,  the  floppage  of  the  flux,  and  then 
the  refloring  of  the  ftrength.  The  fomen¬ 
tation  was  therefore  made  ufe  of,  which  is 
defcribed  in  the  firfl  cafe ;  which  indeed  I 
generally  found  to  be  efficacious.  Inward¬ 
ly  fhe  took  twenty  drops  of  fpirit  Sal.  dulc. 
in  DecoTl .  'Torment ill.  four  times  a  day. 
May  25.  The  flux  fomething  abated,  al¬ 
though  it  broke  out  again  every  day. 
The  following  emulfion  was  ordered,  in  the 
room  of  her  common  drink. 

R  Amygd.  Dulc.  excorticat.  3,i.  fern.  iv.  frig. 
Maj.  d  gii,  quibus  in  Mortario  contujis  ajfund. 
aq.  Hard.  Ibii.  Colatura  add.  Sal.  Prunell, 
pd.fyr.  Alt  ha  q.f.  m.  • 

May 
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May  30.  The  flux  was  flayed;  however 
it  broke  forth  again  the  next  day  in  the 
evening.  But  by  the  continual  ufe  of  the 
remedies  prefcribed,  the  dux  was  fo  regu-* 
lated ,  that  from  June  the  3d  to  the  9th  it 
was  wholly  flopped ;  afterwards,  at  the 
month’s  end,  it  returned  at  the  ufual  pe¬ 
riods.  The  flux  being  therefore  reilrained, 
and  the  canals  fufficiently  clofed  up,  the 
other  indication  was  purfued  after  this 
manner,  \ 

R  Gertie.  Peruv.  |i.  Rad.  Zedoar.  jf5.  Co  chin  ell. 
311.  Digerantur  cum  Vin.  Alb.  lb  ii.  tepide  per 
triduum.  Liquoris  filtrati  cap.  ter  in  die  §ii. 
in  quolibet  haujlu  infiillentur  Until.  Serpent. 
Virg.  gt.  20. 

at  night,  becaufe  fine  was  often  fleeplefs, 
and  fometimes  alfo  hyfleric ;  fhe  took  the 
following  paregoric  pills. 

R  G  alb  an.  col  31.  fpsc.  Dtambr.  Caftor.  Cam¬ 
phor.  d  ,91s.  Laudan.  Lond.  9i  m.  f.  Pill.  20. 
cap.  2.  ante  de cubit  urn  fuperb.  Until,  pnejeript, 
Coch.  4. 

Let  her  diet  con  fill  of  very  nourifhing  food. 

July  1 9.  Her  flomach,  which  had  been 
hitherto  difordered,  was  much  flrengthen- 
ecl ;  and  her  flrength  alfo  fomewhat  con¬ 
firmed.  At  the  beginning  of  Augujl ,  the 

woman. 
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woman,  by  following  the  method  pre¬ 
ferred,  was  perfectly  recovered. 

Forejlus  de  Mul'erum  Morbis ,  Lib.  XXVIII. 
has  nine  obfervations  on  the  too  great  flux 

i  -  * 

of  the  Menfes . 

Vide  Zacut.  Fufitan .  Tom.  I.  Lib.  III. 
p.  479.  and  Tom.  2.  Lib.  III.  p.  4S7. 

Vide  Mr.  Stead’s  cafe  in  the  following 
number, 

T  a  ;  * 

NUMB.  III. 

Of  the  Fluor  Albus. 

As  Hoffman  has  treated  largely  on  the 
Fluor  Albus,  I  have  inferted  an  abridg¬ 
ment  of  the  following  cafes  from  that  part 
of  his  works,  where  he  treats  De  cachexia 
uterine..  Jive Jluore  albo. 

7  "  OBSERVATION  II. 

In  a  woman  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
pf  a  tender  conftitution,  living  near  the 
fea,  a  fedentary  life,  and  on  a  diet  of  dif¬ 
ficult  digeftion,  as  fea  fifli,  efpecially 
pyfters,  the  difeharge  of  the  Menfes  had 
for  a  year  been  irregular  and  in  final! 
quantities ;  {he  was  much  afflifted  with 
-the  Fluor  Albus  ;  her  countenance  began 
to  turn  pale,  with  great  laffitude  both  of 

body 
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body  and  mind.  He  firft  ordered  a  vomit 
of  Rad.  Ipecacuanha  3(5.  Id  art  art  Vitrioli  31$. 
to  be  taken  twice  a  week  j  after  that  to 
take  once  a  week,  a  dofe  of  opening 
pills,  which  were  compofed  of  fome  bit¬ 
ter  extracts,  gums  and  rhubarb,  and  in 
the  intermediate  days,  three  or  four  ounces 
every  morning  of  the  following  ftomachick 
wine. 

f 

R  Rad.  zedoar.  Calami  aromat.  Entile  d  |ft 
Herb.  Abfynth.  Rorifmarin.  Marub.  alb.  men- 
th<c,  falvite.  Centaur,  minor,  d  m.  j.  Baccar. 
*Junip.  infundantur  in  vini  canarienfts 
men  fir  a  una  &  dimidia.  Coletur  ufus  tem¬ 
pore  &  per  menfem  bac  cura  continuetur. 

.  He  advifed  her  alfo  to  take  frequent 
and  moderate  exercife,  to  eat  things  of 
eafy  digeftion,  and  fhun  the  contrary. 
By  this  method,  he  cured  many,  where 
the  difeafe  proceeded  from  a  bad  digeftion, 
and  not  of  long  ftanding,  or  had  not  de¬ 
generated  into  a  bad  habit  of  body.  ' 

OBSERVATION  III. 

V  *  ,  ■' 

A  woman  paft  thirty,  of  a  lean  habit, 
for  more  than  a  year  after  fhe  had  mif- 
carried  three  times,  was  taken  with  a  trou- 

blefome 
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blefome  Fluor  Albus,  the  Menfes  were  irre¬ 
gular,  and  fometimes  in  a  large  quantity. 
He  ordered  her  fome  of  his  opening  bal- 
famic  pills  to  be  taken  for  three  nights, 
and  each  morning  about  three  ounces  of 
aperient  wine.  The  fame  days  he  ordered 
her  a  bath  made  with  foft  water  and 
ftrengthning  herbs,  with  a  bag  of  the 
fame  herbs,  applied  over  the  region  of  the 
Groins.  After  the  inter  million  of  three 
days,  the  fame  things  were  again  admi- 
niftred  for  three  more,  and  repeated  in  the 
fame  manner  a  third  time,  with  frefh  herbs 
each  time.  Then  he  ordered  the  Uterus  to 
be  fumigated  with  frankincenfe,  maftich 
and  amber  j  and  the  patient  to  live  regu¬ 
lar.  By  which  method,  not  only  the 
bowels,  but  alfo  the  Uterus  was  purged  of 
a  large  quantity  of  humors. 

By  the  fame  treatment,  he  recovered 
many  others  under  the  fame  complaint, 
as  well  as  the  above  patient.  He  further 
obferves,  that  it  is  not  only  necelfary  to 
p  Arge  the  body  of  vicious  ferous  fluid, 
but  alfo  to  ftrengthen  the  relaxed  Uterus , 
which  is  too  much  loaded  with  vifeid  hu¬ 
mours,  by  the  ufe  of  the  above  baths, 
made  more  efficacious  with  nervous  and 

aromatic 


4.6  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

aromatic  herbs.  And  becaufe  for  the  mofi 
part,  this  diforder  is  the  occafion  of  bar- 
rennefs,  the  above  method  is  the  moil  pro¬ 
bable  to  remove  the  fame. 

Vol.  III.  p.  356,  Obf.  V.  A  young  wo¬ 
man  twenty  years  of  age,  of  a  delicate 
conftitution,  and  who  indulged  in  a  fe- 
dentary  life,  after  a  difficult  labour,  in 
which  the  Placenta  was  pulled  away  with 
a  great  deal  of  force,  was  feized  with  an 
acute  pain.  The  Lochia  afterwards,  did  not 
flow  fo  freely  as  they  ought.  Ever  fince 
fhe  laboured  under  a  Fluor  Albus ,  which  in- 
creafed  fo  much  as  to  weaken  her  vaftly  j 
fhe  was  more  and  more  emaciated  every 
day,  and  her  legs  began  to  fw.ell.  He  ob- 
ferves,  that  he  had  frequently  found  in  prac¬ 
tice  fuch  violent  treatment  was  the  occafion 
of  the  like  complaints. 

She  was  prefcribed  fome  balfamic  and 
nitrous  medicines,  and  ordered  to  drink 
with  her  viftuals  a  deco<5tion  of  maftich, 
with  fome  cinnamon  and  wine  mixed  with 
it.  The  parts  were  likewife  fumigated 
with  fandarick,  maftich,  benzoin  and  cul- 
nabar,  and  fomentations  of  nervous  me¬ 
dicines  boiled  in  wine  often  applied  to  the 
inguinal  region.  This  method,  with  an 

exact 
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exa£t  regimen  of  diet,  had  the  defired 
effect. 

* 

From  Mr.  Pearce’s  Bath  memoirs,  p.  219. 

A  married  woman,  aged  thirty-feven 
years,  having  for  a  long  time  laboured 
under  the  Fluor  Albus,  which  at  fil'd  was 
only  white,  afterwards  yellow,  then  green- 
ifh,  after  that  dufkilh  towards  a  black,  and 
then  interfperfed  with  red,  was  cured  bj 
fometime  bathing  in  the  Bath  waters, 
drinking  them,  and  taking  fome  gentle 
balfamic  aftringents  along  with  them, 
while  at  the  fame  time,  fhe  threw  up  into 
the  Uterus  fome  of  thefe  waters  with  fome 
Mel  rofarum.  In  this  feet  ion,  there  are 
others  three  cafes  of  women,  cured  by 
drinking  thefe  waters  and  bathing. 

Vide  Foreftum  de  Mulierum  morbis ,  Lib. 
XXVIII.  where  he  gives  five  cafes  on  the 
Fluor  Alius. 

Vide  Boneti  Sepulchrenum  de  jluore  Mu- 
liebri,  Lib.  III.  Se£t.  36. 

A  Cafe  from  Mr.  Stead ,  of  Guys  HofpitaL 

A  girl  of  a  florid  complexion,  and  ele¬ 
ven  years  of  age,  about  three  years  and  a 
half  ago,  had  her  Menjlrua  come  down  in 
a  finall  quantity,  of  a  proper  red  colour, 

3  and 
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and  which  continued  upon  her  fever al 
fucceeding  weeks ;  then  dropped,  and  re¬ 
turned  afterwards  in  a  regular  manner,  once 
a  month,  till  within  thefe  three  weeks  lad: 
pad:,  during  the  greated:  part  of  which 
time,  die  has  had  a  dooding.  T wo  or  three 
days  after  the  drft  drop  of  the  Menfes ,  it 
was  difcovered  die  had  the  whites,  and 
has  been  fubject  thereto  ever  dnce ;  the  co¬ 
lour  is  white,  has  of  late  been  thin,  and 
fo  diarp,  as  to  excoriate  the  parts  intra 
Labia.  She  was  fufpe£ted  to  be  clapp’d 
but  both  die  and  her  mother  folemnly  de¬ 
clare,  no  man  had  ever  touch’d  her  >  and 
this  was  condrmed  by  the  extreme  nar- 
rownefs  of  the  mouth  of  the  Vagina.  No 
particular  caufe  of  this  early  appearance 
of  the  Menfes  could  be  found  out ;  unlefs 
thefe  be  admitted,  that  die  had  at  that 
time  a  violent  dt  of  crying,  and  might, 
perhaps,  have  been  weakened,  and  receiv¬ 
ed  a  wrench  in  the  loins,  by  having  been 
compelled  to  carry  large  heavy  children  in 
her  arms.  Sometime  before,  and  after 
her  admidion  into  the  hofpital,  die  had 
fuch  a  condant  uneadnefs,  fmarting  pain, 
and  fenfe  of  bearing  down  about  the  Va¬ 
gina  and  privities,  that  die  could  not  walk 

4  or 
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or  lie  in  bed,  except  crofs-legged,  which 
pofition  of  the  parts  was  tolerably  eafy  td 
her.  She  complains  of  great  weaknefs 
acrofs  the  loins,  and  has  an  almoft  unex- 
tinguifhable  thirft,  and  is  regular  in  (tools. 
In  thefe  circumftances  the  phyfician  di¬ 
rected  as  follows. 

*» 

R  Gum.  Glib  an.  mellis  q.  f.  [chit,  adde  ‘aqi 
Ladl.  Alex,  Mirabil.  Syr .  Balf.  a  gij  ft 
Hauft.  omni  nolle  et  mane  fumend.  et  R  De- 
codl.  eCort .  Peruv.  jij.  Elix.  Vitriol  gr.  xx„ 
/.  Hauft.  quotidie  Hora  xima  Matutina  it  via 
vefpertina  tapiend . 

After  the  ufe  of  which,  between  two 
and  three  weeks,'  fhe  being  rather  cdflive, 
a  gentle  purge  was  judged  neeeffary  ;  as 

R  Infuf.  Sen.  3 i£  Mann.  gvi.  oft.  Mirab.  gij; 
/.  Hauft.  pro  re  nata  affumendus. 

Thefe  agreed  perfectly  well  with  hen 
the  Menfmm  profluviurn  was  foon  ftopt  by 
the  aftringents,  and  the  external  forenefs 
removed  by  fomenting  the  parts  night  and 
morning  with  warm  milk,  and  afterwards 
gently  anointing  them  with  fome  of  this 
liniment. 

'  J 

R  01  Almygd.  dulc.  % i  /persh .  Cell  310  Cera  dlbt 
jli.  m.  f.  Linim'entUm. 

Little 
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Little  or  no  check  was  however  given 
to  the  whites  by  two  months  ufe  of  the 
internals,  and  thereupon  they  were  at  that 
time  left  off  for  thefe  pills, 

R  Pil.  ex  duobus  gr.  xii.  Calomel  ppt.  gr.  iv. 
/.  pil.  ij.  bis  in  feptimana  cum  levi  regimine 
capiend. 

R  Terebinth.  Vcnet.  31]  Pulv.  Glycyrrh.  q./.f. 
Pil.  mediccr.  quarum  capiantur  quatuor  ter  de 
die  in  quovis  vehiculo. 

The  purging  pills  operated  moderately, 
and  together  with  the  others,  were  per- 
fifted  in  about  eight  weeks,  the  flux  gra¬ 
dually  abating  thereby,  except  for  the  laft 
three  weeks,  during  which  it  feemed  to 
be  at  a  Hand,  and  was  fo  confiderable  as 
to  induce  the  phyfician  to  endeavour  to 
put  a  total  flop  to  it ;  which  he  attempted 
and  fucceeded  in  by  five  weeks  repetition 
of  the  olibanum  draught  as  directed  above, 
and  file  was' accordingly  prefented  out  well. 

It  would  be  unneceflary  to  infert  more 
cafes  of  this  complaint  ;  though  it  may 
be  ufeful  to  make  fome  general  remarks 
on  the  methods  which  I  have  found  fuc- 
cefsful  in  practice. 

I  have  found  this  difcharge  beneficial  to 
thofe  who  were  obflrudted  or  irregular  in 

their 
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their  Menfes ;  but  this  benefit  was  more  or 
lefs,  according  to  the  quantity  of  the  eva¬ 
cuation  :  and  the  Fluor  Albus  is  diminifh- 
ed  by  all  thofe  methods  that  are  ufed  in 
removing  obflruflions. 

Indeed,  where  this  complaint  was  owing 
to  a  weak  and  lax  habit  of  body,  I  have 
found  it  relieved  by  the  method  of  cure 
recommmended  in  the  immoderate  flux  of 
the  Catamenia ;  and  although  I  have  gene¬ 
rally  fucceeded  in  both  cafes,  I  have  met 
with  fome  patients,  who  from  the  long 
continuance  of  the  difeafe,  could  not  be 
radically  cured. 

I  have  had  feveral  patients  where  this 
difcharge  dimini fhed,  on  the  ceffation  of 
the  Menfes  about  the  age  of  45  or  50,  and 
in  a  few  years  afterwards,  entirely  ftopt 
of  itfelf.  Some  of  them  for  ten,  fifteen  or 
twenty  years,  from  the  tumefadlion,  exco¬ 
riation  and  forenefs  of  the  parts,  could  not 
till  after  the  above  ceffation,  converfe  with 
their  hulbands.  Vide  Vol.  I.  Book.  I.  Ch. 
III.  Seel.  1. 
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COLLECTION  V. 

Of  labour,  without  any  previous  fenfible 
motion  of  the  child,  and  extra-uterine 
Fcetufes.  Vide  Vol.  I.  Lib.  I.  Chap.  III. 
Se£l.  2.  and  3. 

NUMB.  I. 

Labour  without  the  motion  of  the  Foetus. 

In  the  year  1728,  a  woman  turned  of 
thirty,  after  having  bore  three  children, 
inclining  to  be  corpulent,  found  the  Menfes 
obftrudted ;  but,  far  from  afcribing  this 
obftrudlion  to  the  true  caufe,  imagined  it 
was  the  confequence  of  her  growing  fat, 
efpecially  as  fhe  had  never  felt  any  thing 
like  the  motion  of  a  child.  In  this  way 
fhe  continued  till  the  feventh  month,  when 
I  was  confulted  about  removing  the  ob- 
Itruclion,  though  Hie  would  not  allow  me 
to  examine  in  the  proper  manner.  Find¬ 
ing  her  in  good  health,  though  fully  per- 
fuaded  that  her  bignefs  was  either  owing 
to  corpulency  or  a  dropfy,  and  bent  upon 
having  the  obftruftion  removed,  I  pre- 
fcribed  fome  gentle  opening  medicines,  as 
fhe  was  naturally  coftive.  I  was  again 

,  con- 
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confulted  in  the  eighth  or  ninth  month, 
when  file  ftill  declared  that  fine  felt  no  mo¬ 
tion  ;  and  obftinately  adhered  to  her  for¬ 
mer  opinion.  At  laid,  however,  I  was 

A. 

called  to  relieve  her  in  a  fuppofed  fit  of 
the  cholic,  and  reached  the  place  of  her 
abode,  juft  time  enough  to  receive  the 
child,  though  fhe  would  not  be  perfuad- 
ed  of  her  real  lituation,  until  fhe  actually 
heard  it  cry,  becaufe  fhe  had  never  felt  it 
ftir,  either  before,  or  in  time  of  the  labour 
pains.  I  have  delivered  many  women  of 
ftrong  and  lively  children,  after  they  were 
fully  prepoffeffed  with  a  notion  that  they 
were  dead,  becaufe  they  had  felt  no  mo¬ 
tion  in  time  of  labour. 

In  fome  cafes,  I  have  imagined  the  la¬ 
bour  was  brought  on  by  fuch  motion  5  but 
have  generally  found,  that  the  pains  did 
not  follow  this  motion  ;  and  after  the  chil¬ 
dren  were  certainly  known  to  be  dead,  I 
have  delivered  a  number  of  women  with 
as  much  eafe,  as  when  the  children  are 
alive.  The  only  obftacles  I  ever  found  in 
the  delivery  of  dead  children,  were  the 
tumefadlion  of  the  belly,  from  the  rare¬ 
faction  of  the  contained  air,  that  rendered 
the  labour  a  little  tedious,  and  a  large 

E  3  head 
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head  or  narrow  Pelvis ,  which  would  have 
been  attended  with  the  fame  difficulty,  had 
the  children  been  alive,  or  the  body  not 
tumefied. 

N  U  M  B.  II. 

Of  extra-uterine  Foetuses. 

In  the  philofophical  tranfadlions,  No. 
323.  p.  426.  there  are  accounts  of  fome 
extra-uterine  Fcetufes ,  both  of  the  human 
and  brute  fpecies  by  Mr.  j.  Tounge.  W ith 
regard  to  the  human,  he  fays,  Extra-ute¬ 
rine  Embrios  have  been  fometimes  found 
in  women  5  but  not  publickly  taken  no¬ 
tice  of  till  the  beginning  of  the  laft  cen¬ 
tury.  The  younger  Riolan  fpeaking  of  the 
falopian  tubes,  fays,  they  appear  of  the 
fame  nature  and  fubftance  as  the  womb, 
Quia  carnoja  eft  in  qua ,  quod  eft  mirabile-, 
fcetum  humanism  con  dpi,  fait  obfervatwn . 
Then  gives  an  account  of  four  fuch  itrange 
conceptions  which  occurred  to  his  know¬ 
ledge. 

He  like  wife  obferves,  fince  that  time, 
more  ffirange  ones  have  happened  in  that 
country.  One  was  found  at  Paris  in  Ja¬ 
nuary  1069,  by  Mr.  fh  Vejdlius  in  the  tube 
of  a  woman.  It  was  four  months  old, 
■  *'  ' ...  .  and 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  55 

and  fo  grown,  and  the  tube  fo  diftended, 
as  made  him  miftake  it  for  another  womb, 
and  accordingly  to  call  the  account  he 
publifhed  thereof,  Demonjlration  dune  dou¬ 
ble  matrke.  Mr.  Oldenburgh  inferted  an 
extract  of  it  in  the  philofophical  tranf- 
actions,  No.  48.  and  the  German  Acade¬ 
my,  Vol.  I.  Obf  no.  did  the  like;  but 
neither  feem’d  to  underftand  the  myftery, 
till  De  Graaf  took  it  right,  and  made  ufe 
of  this  very  obfervation,  to  illuftrate  and ' 
confirm  the  hypothecs  of  Kerkringius. 
About  ten  years  afterwards,  a  more  won¬ 
derful  and  incredible  one  happened  there. 
It  comes  very  well  attefted  by  Dr.  Bayle , 
who  firft  publifhed  a  hiftory  of  it  in  the 
Journal  des  Scavans,  A.  D.  1678.  and  af¬ 
ter  Mr.  Oldenburgh  put  an  extract  of  it  in¬ 
to  the  Phil.  Yranfacl.  No.  139.  p.  979. 
This  cafe  is  taken  from  the  above,  and 
not  from  Mr.  Younge . 

Margaret  Mathew,  wife  of  John  Puget , 
fhearman,  at  or  near  Y&uloufe ,  being  with 
child,  16  52,  perceived  about  the  end  of 
the  ninth  month  of  her  bearing,  fuch  pains 
as  women  ufually  have  when  about  to  fall 
in  labour,  tier  water  alio  broke,  but  no 
child  followed.  For  the  fpace  of  twenty 
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years  fhe  had  perceived  this  child  to  ftir  j 
with  many  troublefome  fymptoms  accom¬ 
panying  :  but  for  the  laft  fix  years,  fhe 
perceived  not  the  child  to  move.  She 
died  Jan.  18,  1678,  and  the  next  clay  be¬ 
ing  opened,  a  dead  child  was  found  in 
her  belly  out  of  the  womb,  no  way  joined 
or  fattened  to  it  the  head  downward  5 
the  buttocks  hanging  toward  the  left  fide. 
Ail  the  back  part  of  this  child  was  covered 
with  the  Omentum ,  which  was  about  two 
fingers  thick,  and  ftuck  hard  to  divers 
parts  of  the  body,  fo  as  not  to  be  fepa- 
rated  without  a  knife  ;  which  being  done, 
very  little  blood  ifliied.  This  infant 
weighed  eight  pounds,  averdupoize  ;  the 
fkull  was  broke  into  feveral  pieces  ;  the 
brain  of  the  colour  and  confidence  of 

i  N  '  '  '  K-.r  ■  * 

ointment  of  rofes.  The  fiefh  red,  where 
the  Omentum  ftuck,  other  parts  whitifh, 
yellowifh,  and  fomewhat  livid,  except  the 
tongue,  which  had  the  natural  foftnefs 
^nd  colour.  All  the  inward  parts  were 
difcoloured  with  a  blackiftmefs,  except  the 
heart,  which  was  red,  and  without  any 
ifluing  blood.  The  forehead,  ears,  eyes, 
and  nofe  were  covered  with  a  callous  fub- 
ftance,  as  thick  as  the  breadth  of  a  finger. 

The 
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The  gums  being  cut,  the  teeth  appeared 
in  the  adultnefs  of  thofe  in  grown  perfons. 
The  body  had  no  bad  fmell,  though  kept 
three  days  out  of  the  mother’s  belly.  The 
length  of  the  body,  from  the  buttocks  to 
the  top  of  the  head  about  eleven  inches. 
The  mother  died  about  the  64th  year  of ' 
her  age. 

Mr.  Tounge  goes  on  and  fays,  that  be¬ 
fore  either  of  thefe  appeared  in  France,  there 
happened  one  in  Holland  to  H.  Rhoonhuys . 
A  woman  with  child  at  her  full  time,  was 
four  days  in  labour,  and,  although  fhe 
had  many  midwives,  could  not  be  deliver¬ 
ed.  Our  author  was  called  December  1658, 
found  the  Internum  Uteri  Ofculum  clofe 
fliut ;  without  flowings,  or  any  fore-run¬ 
ners  of  the  delivery.  He,  finding  the  com¬ 
mon  p  adage  fo  clofely  fliut  up,  and  a  very 
painful  tumour  above  the  navel,  propofed 
the  Crefarian  feciion.  The  woman  having 
feen  that  operation  made  at  Paris ,  ear- 
neftly  defined  him  to  perform  it  on  her  ; 
but  he,  to  obfierve  feme  unneceflary  forms 
delayed  it  till  the  woman  died  ;  who,  he 
believes,  with  the  child,  might  have  been 
preferved,  if  the  operation  had  been  done 
When  he  firft  faw  her.  Opening  the  belly, 

he 
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he  found  a  child  among  the  intrails,  and 
the  P  lacenta  fattened  to  the  Colon,  and  part 
to  the  Fundus  Uteri,  and  that  there  was  a 
breach  in  the  womb,  capacious  enough 
for  the  infant  to  pafs  through  into  the  bel¬ 
ly.  CI .  Bartbolinus,  the  year  after  Rhoon - 
huyfe  s  exploration,  met  with  fuch  an  ex¬ 
traneous  Foetus  lapt  up  in  a  Mela,  which 
he  found  in  the  belly  of  a  woman,  and 
conjectures,  Non  pojjitm  aliud  divinare,  quam 
quod  feet  us  hie  primo  in  tnbis  uteri  concep - 
tus.  He  imparted  this  firft  to  G.  Horjtius, 
Ep.  58.  Vol.  IV.  afterwards  in  the  92d 
Gbfervation  of  his  fixth  century. 

Ann.  Dom.  1662.  In  the  city  of  Aurame, 

J  j  O  * 

T).  Baldwin  and  Mr.  Delafort  found  Puel- 
lum  egregium  optime  formatum  extra  Uterum. 
The  report  of  this  difeovery  is  made  pub- 
lick  by  Sachs  with  remarks.  Mifcell.  Cur. 
Vol.  I.  Obferv .  no.  which  be 'concludes 
with  one  more  ftupendous  than  all  I  have 
cited,  which  he  had  from  the  Silejia  chro¬ 
nicle,  written  long  fince  by  N.  Polinus ,  and 
thus  relates  it. 

A  woman,  who  had  born  ten  children 
in  fifteen  years  matrimony,  conceived 
again ;  and,  at  the  full  time,  was  delivered 
through  an  abfeefs  of  the  left  FJypocondria . 

Etc 
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Ex  qua  inf  ans  boni  habitus  extraBus ,  qui  bap- 
tizatusfuit,  et  annum  anum  cum  dimidio  fu~ 
pervixit ;  mater  vero,  fummis  in  dolor ibus 
tertio  die  obiit.  He  alfo,  at  the  beginning, 
gives  an  account  of  a  gentleman’s  fervant, 
having  killed  a  ewe  which  was  thought 
fat,  and  having  taken  out  the  bowels, 
found  a  very  unufual  and  monftrous  lump 
of  fat,  proceeding  like  a  wen  from  the 
middle  of  the  Omentum,  and  when  open¬ 
ed,  a  lamb  was  found  in  the  fame.  He 
likewife  relates,  that  thirty  years  fince,  he 
had  been  fhewn  the  like  found  in  a  bitch. 
He  was  alfo  told  by  a  gentleman  hunter, 
that  he  lately  found  in  the  paunch  of  a 
hare  two  full  grown  young  ones  amongft 
the  bowels,  but  almoft  rotten,  and  three 
immature  embrios  in  the  Uterus. 

There  is  alfo  in  the  Philofophical  'Tranf- 
aBions ,  one  cafe  that  fee  ms  to  be  publifhed 
by  two  different  perfons  of  near  the  fame 
date  at  Paris  -y  the  firft  is  by  Mr.  Saviard , 
No.  222.  p.  3 14.  The  fecond  is  by  Dr. 
Fern,  No.  231.  p.  121.  which  Lift  I  have 
copied,  as  being  the  fulled:. 

A  goldfmith’s  v/ife,  near  nine  months 
gone  with  her  fifth  child,  was  received  into 
the  Hotel  Dieu ,  Sept.  20,  1696.  She  was 

then 
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then  about  thirty  four  years  of  age,  of  a 
tender  confutation,  had  had  four  children 
before,  all  which  had  done  very  well ;  but 
with  the  prefent,  fhe  had  been  very  ill, 
and  endured  a  great  deal  of  mifery.  The 
midwife,  who  examined  her  body,  found 
a  confiderable  riling  on  the  right  fide  near 
the  navel,  which  very  much  refembled  a 
child’s  head  ;  her  belly  below  that  place 
bearing  no  proportion  to  that  above,  or  to 
the  time  of  her  pregnancy  ;  on  the  left 
fide,  there  was  nothing  lingular.  The 
midwife  thought  fire  felt  through  the  Va¬ 
gina,  a  thick  membrane  filled  and  difiend- 
ed  with  wrater,  and  in  it  the  heel  of  a 
child  bent  toward  the  thigh  ;  but  fhe 
could  not  be  affured  whether  this  was 
within  the  womb  or  not,  by  reafon  the  in- 
tier  orifice  was  drawn  fo  high  under  the  Os 
Pubis,  fhe  could  not  without  fome  difficulty 
touch  it  with  the  extremity  of  her  finger. 
Upon  trying  fome  time  after,  fhe  could 
not  difcern  any  thing  like  the  Foetus  fhe 
had  felt  before.  The  patient  told  her, 
that  for  the  firft  fix  weeks  after  her  beinr 

O 

with  child,  fhe  had  great  and  continual 
pains,  which  fhot  toward  the  navel,  and 
terminated  there  ;  and  thefe  lafied  till  the 

third 
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third  month;  that  from  thence  to  the 
fifth,  file  had  frequent  convulfions,  apo¬ 
plectic  fits,  and  terrible  Syncopes,  fo  that 
thofe  about  her  defpaired  of  her  life  ;  that 
from  the  fixth  to  the  eighth  month,  fhe 
had  enjoyed  much  better  health,  which  in 
fome  meafure  had  ftrengthened  her  and 
her  infant ;  that  the  pains  (he  had  endured 
fince  that  time,  feemed  to  be  fo  many  al¬ 
ternate  throes,  probably  proceeding  from 
the  repeated  firokes  of  the  child’s  head  in 
that  place,  where  the  teguments  were  fo 
thin,  by  reafon  of  their  great  extenfion, 
that  the  hardnefs  of  the  Cranium  could 
plainly  be  difcerned  through  them.  In 
this  condition  was  this  miferable  woman 
when  file  was  received  into  that  hofpital, 
till  her  affliction  increafing,  file  could  not 
lie  on  her  fides  or  back,  being  forced  to 
fit  in  a  chair,  or  kneel  in  her  bed,  with 
her  head  refting  on  her  bread:.  Thefe 
ftrange  and  unaccountable  fymptoms  ob¬ 
liged  the  midwife  to  confult  with  the  phy- 
fician  and  raafter-furgeon  of  the  houfe ; 
who  thought  it  was  belt  to  leave  the  wrork 
to  nature,  and  prepare  the  woman  for  la¬ 
bour  by  opening  a  vein  in  her  foot.  The 
evacuation  was  ordered  to  be  fin  all,  in 

7  which 
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which  regard  was  had  to  the  weaknefs 
of  the  patient,  and  the  delicacy  of  her 
confutation.  However,  after  this  time, 
the  child  made  no  efforts,  and  the  tumor 
fubfided  ;  there  remaining  only  „a  hydro¬ 
pic  indifpofition,  which  might  be  perceiv¬ 
ed  by  the  fludluation  ;  and  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  water  came  away,  for  feveral  days, 
from  the  orifice  of  the  vein  ;  infomuch, 
that  fhe,  who  feemed  to  have  her  lower 
belly  and  thighs  extremely  diflended,  was 
very  much  emaciated  before  her  death. 

After  her  deceafe,  her  body  was  opened 
by  M.  ‘Jovey  ;  and  upon  the  firfl  incifion 
through  the  teguments,  there  came  away 
two  or  three  pints  Paris  meafure,  of  wa¬ 
ter  and  blood,  and  there  appeared  the 
head  of  a  child  naked.  When  the 
parts  were  all  laid  open,  there  was  found 
an  entire  female  Foetus,  contained  in  a  co¬ 
ver  or  bag,  which  at  once  ferved  it  both 
for  a  womb  and  membranes.  M.  jovey 
took  the  child  and  umbilical  firing  out  of 
the  mother’s  belly,  tracing  the  firing  to 
the  Placenta,  into  which  it  w?as  inferted. 
This  lafl  appeared  like  a  great  round  lump 
of  flefh,  and  adhered  fo  firmly  to  the  Me- 
fentery  and  Colon  on  the  left  fide,  that  it 

could 
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could  not  be  fepa  rated  from  them  without 
feme  trouble.  On  one  fide  of  this  lump 
was  a  lefier,  about  the  fize  of  a  kidney, 
which  principally  adhered  to  the  Mefentery, 
and  received  feveral  branches  of  the  firing 
into  it.  The  larger  lump  was  round,  and 
the  greatefi:  part  of  it  adhered  to  the  bag 
or  cafe,  which  contained  the  child.  This 
cafe  or  bag  was  corrupted  and  mortified 
in  part,  which  probably  might  proceed 
from  the  frequent  ftrokes  of  the  infant’s 
head.  It  fprung  from  the  edges  of  the 
‘Tube  or  Fimbria  of  the  right  Ovary ,  which 
was  more  entire  than  the  left,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  obliquely  to  the  left  fide,  terminat¬ 
ing  at  the  bottom  of  the  Pelvis .  In  its 
defeent,  it  fent  out  a  fmali  portion  between 
the  womb  and  the  ReShim.  This  bag,  by 
comprefling  the  neighbouring  parts,  had 
gained  a  confiderable  fpace  in  the  above- 
mentioned  cavity  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
a  great  part  of  the  child’s  body  was  lodg¬ 
ed  at  the  bottom  of  it,  in  a  bended  pof- 
ture,  with  the  head  projecting  forwards, 
which  formed  the  prominence  near  the 
navel.  This  bag  feemed  to  be  nothing 
elfe  but  an  elongation  and  diftention  of 
the  tube,  and  an  expanfion  or  production 
ot  the  broad  ligament  on  the  right  fide, 
8  which 
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which  was  evident  from  its  continuity  td 
thefe  parts,  and  the  diftribution  of  the 
fpermatic  veffels,  which  were  larger  than 
ufual,  and  palled  from  the  extremity  of 
the  tube  to  the  larger  lump.  The  womb 
was  entire,  and  in  its  natural  Rate,  except 
that  it  was  fomething  larger  than  ordinary,' 
being  about  the  lize  of  that  of  a  woman  ten 
or  twelve  days  after  delivery,  and  no  marks 
that  the  child  had  been  lodged  in  it. 

M.  Jovey  having  obferved  this,  thought 
proper  to  defiR,  till  feveral  eminent  phyfi- 
eians  and  furgeons  were  called  ;  and  then 
the  womb  being  carefully  diffedled,  it  was 
unanimoufly  agreed,  that  the  Fcetus  had 
never  been  in  it,  it  being,  as  it  was  noted 
above,  in  the  fame  Rate  as  in  women  who 
are  not  with  child,  except  the  fmall  dila¬ 
tation  of  its  bulk,  which  might  arife  from 
a  compreflion  of  the  veffels,  and  intercep¬ 
tion  of  the  refluent  blood,  by  the  unna¬ 
tural  pofltion  of  the  Fcetus.  In  thrufling  a 
long  and  Render  probe  through  the  right 
horn  of  the  womb,  it  eafily  paffed  into 
the  tube  on  the  fame  fide  for  three  fingers 
breadth  in  length,  but  it  could  not  be 
thruR  farther,  by  reafon.  of  the  conflric- 
tion  of  the  tube  in  that  part.  The  capa¬ 
city  of  the  tube  could  not  be  difiinguiflied; 

The 
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The  Parietes  of  it,  by  their  coalition  with 
the  Chorion  and  Amnios  of  the  child,  form¬ 
ing  the  bag  in  which  the  child  was  in- 
clofed,  which  extended  from  the  tube  on 
the  right  fide  to  that  on  the  left,  and  was 
agglutinated  to  the  Vifcera  of  the  lower 
belly,  the  ReSlum ,  and  to  the  back  part  of 
the  womb,  as  appeared  by  fome  fragments 
remaining  on  thofe  parts  after  the  feparation. 

A  Foetus  in  the  right  horn  of  the  Uterus , 
by  Dr.  Feme,  No.  251.  p.  125. 

In  difiediing  the  body  of  a  woman,  who 
fuppofed  herfelf  to  be  three  months  gone 
with  child,  I  found  the  womb  very  fmall, 
not  larger  than  in  virgins,  and  a  hard 
fubflance  in  the  right  horn,  which  being 
opened,  appeared  to  be  the  fkeleton  of  an 
infant,  with  the  navel-firing  fin  eared  round 
with  a  white  matter  not  unlike  plaifler. 

In  the  Phil.  Franf.  No.  378.  p.  387.  An 
extra-uterine  Foetus  that  had  continued 
-  five  years  and  an  half  in  the  body,  by 
Robert  Houljlon ,  M.  D. 

I  was  fent  for  in  Augujl  1717,  to  a  wo¬ 
man  near  Newport-market,  who  had  been 
married  eighteen  years  to  a  native  of  the 

F  Eoift- 
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Eaft-lndies ,  by  whom  Fie  had  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  befides  two  mifcarriages.  At  my 
vifiting  her,  Fie  was  with  child  in  a  fe- 
cond  marriage,  and  her  hufband  a  vigo¬ 
rous  young  man.  She  was  near  her  full 
time,  and  had  felt  pain  for  fevcral  days, 
which  returning  by  intervals,  Fie  conclud¬ 
ed,  would,  as  ufual,  bring  on  her  delivery. 
Her  mother  and  her  midwife  apprehend¬ 
ing  no  difficulty,  a Fured  thofe  about  them, 
that  only  time  was  wanting.  But  I  found, 
on  examination,  that  her  womb  was  of 
no  bulk  to  contain  a  child  near  its  time  ; 
and  that  its  neck,  which  was  of  an  uncom¬ 
mon  hardnefs,  was  alfo  clofed  fo  ftraitly  as 
to  refufe  the  admiffion  even  of  a  fmall  probe 
or  knitting  needle.  I  declared  upon  this  that 
her  delivery  v/as  impoflible,  becaufe  the 
child  was  not  within  the  womb,  but  be¬ 
tween  the  womb  and  the  guts ;  but  that  it 
might  be  removed  by  a  paffage  to  be  made 
for  it,  without  any  great  pain,  and  with 
fafetv  to  the  mother.  I  offered  to  under- 
take  it,  and  allured  them  that  this  was  the 
only  opportunity,  and  that  if  Fie  neglected 
it,  it  would  be  out  of  the  power  of  art 
hereafter  to  give  her  any  relief,  for  Fie 
muff  languiFi  till  death,  unlefs  favoured 

by 
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by  fome  unlikely  and  extraordinary  acci¬ 
dent.  However  confidently  I  affirmed  it, 
they  liftened  with  a  mixture  of  difbelief 
and  amazement,  and  rejected  my  affift- 
ance.  At  that  time,  in  probability  it 
would  have  been  fuccefsful ;  for  ffie  was 
aflender  well-fhapedv/oman,  in  a  good  ha¬ 
bit  of  body,  and  of  a  fprightly  dilpofitiom 

It  was  a  year  after  this  when  I  was  de- 
fired  again  to  vifit  her.  I  found  her  much 
difordered  by  a  growing  impofthumation  in 
her  belly.  I  ordered  her  fome  cordial  llo- 
machics,  Cajjia ,  and  fuch  gentle  lenitives  j 
and  they  met  with  fuccefs  beyond  my  ex¬ 
pectation  j  fo  that  by  aid  of  a  regular  diet, 
and  the  watchful  exactnefs  of  a  very  ten¬ 
der  mother,  (a  nurfe  of  about  thirty  years 
experience  about  this  city)  I  reftored  her 
to  fuch  ftrength,  that  file  went  chearfully 
abroad,  and  applied  herfelf  to  bufinefs. 

About  fifteen  months  after  the  time 
when  I  vifited  her  firft,  her  mother  came 
from  her  to  intreat  my  affiftance  :  file 
complained  of  great  pain  in  the  lower 
part  of  her  Abdomen ;  and  I  found  a  tu¬ 
mor  of  a  conic  form,  projedting  about  an 
inch  beneath  the  Umbilicus  $  its  inflamma¬ 
tion,  with  tenfion,  and  a  feverilhnefs  at- 

F  z  tending 
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tending  it,  fo  plainly  indicated  fuppura- 
tives,  that  I  was  not  furprized4o  hear,  in 
a  few  days,  that  it  had  broke  as  I  wifhed. 
I  propofed  to  lay  it  open,  both  to  give  a 
free  emiffion,  and  prevent  its  becom¬ 
ing  fiftulous  j  but  fhe  was  apprehenfive, 
that  I  would,  as  fhe  call’d  it,  cut  open 
her  belly  :  fo  that  not  being  able  to  pre¬ 
vail  with  her,  I  ordered  her  a  pot  of  un¬ 
guent  and  fome  plaifters.  The  ulcer  foon 
grew  fiftulous,  and  fo  continued  till  fhe 
died,  which  was  on  the  23d  of  April,  1723. 
in  the  4 1  ft  year  of  her  age. 

For  above  five  months  before  her  death, 
fhe  voided  her  excrements  by  this  vent ; 
and  all  the  foft  parts  of  the  Foetus ,  with 
fome  fmall  bones  of  its  fingers.  But  the 
reft  of  the  fkeleton  remaining,  entire,  I 
took  it  out  of  her  body,  together  with 
the  Vagina ,  Uterus ,  Rectum,  &c.  wherein 
it  had  involved  itfelf,  as  may  be  feen  more 
particularly  in  the  figure  annexed. 

A  Fcetus  formed  in  the  Ovarium ,  by  M.  de 
S.  Maurice ,  Phil.  Franf.  No.  150.  p.  285. 

A  woman,  after  being  fafely  delivered 
of  eight  children,  and  continuing  five 
years  afterwards  without  having  any 
more,  about  three  months  before  her 

death, 
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death,  fufpe&ed  herfelf  to  be  fallen  into 
that  condition  again  j  becaufe  die  never  be¬ 
fore  failed  of  being  very  regular,  and  had 
not  found  herfelf  fo  for  more  than  a  month. 
After  this,  fhe  had  a  little  fhow,  which 
fcarce  left  off  wholly,  during  the  laft  two 
months  of  her  life,  and  which  fine  pad, 
neverthelefs,  without  much  trouble  ;  fo 
that  fhe  thought  herfelf  to  be  fecure,  as  to 
the  point  of  her  being  with  child.  But 
April  22,  1682.  after  Ihe  was  up  in  the 
morning,  in  very  good  health,  fhe  fell  in¬ 
to  faintings,  had  violent  pain  like  a  cho¬ 
lic,  in  the  region  of  the  right  groin,  which 
terminated  at  the  reins,  a  little  after  eight 
in  the  evening.  She  felt  all  the  Pralu- 
dia  of  an  imminent  travail ;  die  called  her 
chirurgeon,  and  died  in  his  arms,  faying, 
“  I  am  delivering,  I  am  delivering  j” 
there  appearing  outwardly  neither  diftil- 
lation  nor  flooding,  nor  any  mark  of  this 
diforder. 

On  opening  the  integuments  of  thq 
belly,  all  the  entrails  of  the  epigaflric  re¬ 
gion  were  feen  floating  in  blood,  which  was 
taken  out  with  a  fpoon,  to  the  quantity 
of  two  pounds.  To  avoid  changing  the 
fituation  of  the  parts,  a  large  quantity, 

F  3  which 
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which  was  coagulated,  ftill  remained  in 
the  right  flank,  and  in  trying  to  take  this 
out  with  the  hand,  a  little  Foetus  was  found 
in  the  ftrft  clots,  about  the  bignefs  of  a 
man’s  thumb,  and  a  third  lefs  in  length, 
all  very  diftindtly  formed,  and  in  which 
was  manifeftly  difcovered  the  fex  of  a 
boy,  but  naked  and  without  covering. 
The  right  cornu  of  the  womb  was  found 
near  this  place  ;  the  tefticle,  or  ovary,  was 
torn  longways,  and  through  the  middle 
on  the  fide,  that  it  did  not  touch  the 
Fuba.  This  tefticle  was  near  the  bignefs 
pf.  a  hen’s  egg,  and  feemed  to  be  the 
place  where  the  Foetus  was  contained,  and 
which  had  burft  through  the  fame,  for 
the  left  tefticle  was  no  bigger  than  a  lit-, 
tie  chefnut ;  the  tube  was  not  dilated,  neU 
ther  was  there  any  rent  of  the  Uterus , 
which  appeared  to  be  in  its  natural  ftate, 
and  was,  as  Dr.  Harvey  had  defcribed  it,  in 
the  fir  ft  month  of  pregnancy;  but  when 
it  was  opened,  he  found  not  the  leaft  fign 
of  conception  ;  the  veiTeis  of  the  interior 
membrane  feemed  full  of  blood,  and  vari¬ 
ous,  which  might  be  the  caufe  of  that 
little  fliow  of  blood,  as  before-mentioned. 

He  remarks,  that  although  authors  fpeak 
of  Foetufcs  found  in  the  tubes  and  belly, 

he 
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he  dees  not  know  of  any  that  mention 
their  being  in  the  tefticle  or  ovarium,  as 
this  feems  to  have  been. 

In  the  Phil.  Iran/.  No.  367,  p.  126.  a 
Fcetus  that  continued  46  years  in  the 
mother’s  body,  communicated  by  Dr. 
Steigertahl. 

'  Anna  Mulleen ,  of  the  village  of  Lein- 
zclle ,  near  Gejnund  in  Suabia ,  of  a  dry  and 
lean  conffitution,  but  otherwife  healthful 
and  robuft,  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-four, 
after  fhe  had  lived  a  widow  forty  years. 
Forty-fix  years  before  her  death,  fire  de¬ 
clared  herfelf  to  be  with  child,  and  had 
all  the  ufual  tokens  of  pregnancy.  At  the 
end  of  reckoning  the  waters  came  away, 
and  fhe  was  taken  with  the  pains  of  la¬ 
bour,  which  continued  upon  her  about 
feven  weeks,  and  then  went  off,  unon  the 

J  L 

ufe  of  fbme  medicines  given  her  by  a  fur- 
geon.  Some  time  after  this,  fhe  recovered 
her  perfedt  health,  except  only,  that  her 
belly  continued  fwell’d,  and  that  now  and 
then,  upon  any  exercife,  fhe  felt  a  little 
pain  in  the  Lower  part  of  it.  She  was  af¬ 
ter  this  twice  brought  to  bed ;  the  firft 
time  of  a  fon,  who  is  now  a  huntfman 
at  BifchoJJJhein ,  and  afterwards  of  a  daugh- 

F  4  ter, 
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ter,  who  is  married  to  a  foldier.  But  not- 

•y1 

withstanding  this,  fhe  was  firmly  perfuad- 
ed,  that  fhe  was  not  yet  delivered  of  what 
fhe  fi rft  went  with,  and  defired  Dr.  Wohn ~ 
lixe  the  phyfician  of  Gcmund,  and  one 
KnauJJen  a  furgeon  at  TIeuhach ,  to  open 
her  body  after  her  death.  Accordingly, 
after  her  death,  which  happened  on  the 
2ith  of  March ,  1720,  after  four  days  ill- 
nefs,  her  body  was  opened  by  the  furgeon, 
the  phyfician  afore-mentioned  being  dead. 
He  found  within  her  a  hard  mafs  of  the 
form  and  fize  of  a  large  nine-pin  bowl, 
but  had  not  the  precaution  to  obferve, 
whether  it  lay  in  the  Uterus  or  without  it, 
and  for  want  of  better  infiruments  broke 
it  open  with  a  blow  of  a  hatchet.  This 
ball,  and  the  contents  of  it  are  explained 
in  the  figures  of  the  TranfaSiions ;  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  defcription  and  appearance, 
feems  to  have  been  fo  ftrongly  prefTed, 
that  the  parts  were  confolidated  to  one 
another,  and  the  integuments  in  a  man¬ 
ner  offified.  The  nofe  was  turned  up  and 
flattened,  and  the  eye  doled  :  but  the  ear, 
the  arras,  of  wrhich  the  right  is  the  iargeft, 
and  the  two  joints  of  the  thumb,  &c.  are 
plainly  diftinguifhable. 

1  *.  *  « 
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An  account  of  a  child  taken  out  of  the 
Abdomen ,  after  having  lain  there  upwards 
of  fixteen  years,  during  which  time, 
the  woman  had  four  children,  all  born 

alive.  By  Starkey  Middleton ,  D.  M. 

»  \ 

Gentlemen, 

t  J 

The  records  of  your  fociety  furnifh  us 
with  feveral  cafes  of  extra-uterine  concep¬ 
tions,  one  of  which  I  communicated  to 
you,  March  28,  i745.Neverthelefs,  I  could 
not  help  flattering  myfelf,  that  this  cafe 
alfo  might  be  worthy  your  notice. — In 
April  1731,  Mrs.  Ball  without  Bijhopfgate , 
perceived  by  the  ufual  fymptoms  that  lhe 
was  pregnant ;  and,  in  QSlober  following, 
being  then  in  the  fixth  month  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  fhe  had  a  child  died  in  her  lap  of 
convulfions  ;  the  furprize  of  which,  caufed 
a  great  fluttering  within  her,  attended 

with  a  fenfible  motion  of  the  child,  which 

•«  /  ~ 

motion  continued,  though  gradually  weaker 
and  weaker,  for  about  fix  or  feven  days, 
after  which,  fhe  did  not  perceive  it  move 
any  more ;  but  from  this  time  fhe  had 
conftant  pains  attending  her,  which  ap¬ 
peared  like  labour  pains.  Her  midwife 
for  feveral  days  expected  a  mifcarriage  ; 
f'v  ,  ‘  "  but. 
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but,  finding  herfelf  difappointed,  advifed 
her  to  apply  to  Dr.  Bamber ,  whofe  known 
abilities  in  the  feveral  branches  of  phyfic, 
joined  to  his  great  experience  and  judg¬ 
ment  in  midwifery,  made  him  unqueftion  - 
ably  the  raoft  proper  perfon  to  be  confut¬ 
ed,  as  the  cafe  appeared  fo  very  uncom¬ 
mon  in  its  circumftances ;  at  the  fame 
time,  that  his  great  humanity  always  gave 
the  moft  free  accefs  to  the  poor  in  their 
diftreffes.  The  dodfor,  after  a  proper 
examination,  finding  fufficient  indications 
of  a  dead  child,  ordered  her  fome  forcing 
medicines ;  upon  taking  which  about  three 
times,  Ihe  dilcharged  fomething,  which 
the  woman  fuppofed  to  be  part  of  the 
after-birth,  accompanied  with  a  fmall 
quantity  of  water.  In  confequence  of 
this  difcharge,  her  pains  ceafed,  but  with¬ 
out  any  diminution  of  her  belly.  After 
lome  time,  fhe  again  applied  herfelf  to 
the  doctor,  who  thought  it  moft  advife- 
able  to  difcontinue  her  medicines,  and 
leave  the  affair  intirely  to  nature.  In  this 
ftate,  file  continued  for  about  twenty 
months,  viz.  to  July  1733.  which  was 
two  years  and  two  months  from  her  fir  ft 
reckoning  5  file  then  again  applied  to  Dr. 

Bamber , 
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Bamber ,  acquainting  him,  that  fhe  was 
not  yet  delivered  of  the  child  fhe  fo  long 
fince  came  to  confult  him  about,  and  that 
her  pains  were  lately  returned,  and  daily 
jncreafed  without  any  intermiffion.  Upon 
the  doctor’s  examining  her,  he  thought  it 
proper  to  fend  her  home,  immediately  di- 
refting  her  to  promote  her  pain,  by  fre¬ 
quently  happing  feme  warm  caudle,  &c. 
by  the  ufe  of  which,  her  pains  became 
more  regular  ;  and  the  next  day  the  doc¬ 
tor  made  her  a  vlfit,  and  was  informed 
fhe  had  difeharged  two  waters,  but  nothing 
more :  he  then  carefully  examined  her 
again,  and  plainly  felt  a  child  through  the 
integuments  of  the  Abdomen ,  but  could 
not  give  her  any  affi fiance. 

It  was  about  this  time  Dr.  Bamber  firfl 
acquainted  me  with  the  cafe,  defiling  me  to 
attend  her  as  often  as  occafion  might  require; 
and  that  I  would  acquaint  him,  if  any 
thing  like  labour,  or  other  remarkable  al¬ 
teration,  fhould  offer.  Accordingly,  I  made 
her  a  vifit,  and  after  a  proper  examination, 
was  convinced  of  the  certainty  of  the  doc¬ 
tor’s  aflertion.  Her  pains  now  began  to 
abate,  and  fhe  grew  tolerably  eafy  ;  but 
about  the  latter  end  of  January  1733-4, 

Ate 
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Hie  conceived  again  with  child,  and  was 
delivered  the  28th  of  October  following  by 
Dr.  Bamber ,  who  fent  for  me  to  attend 
him  in  her  labour :  the  doctor  foon  deli¬ 
vered  her  of  a  fine  boy,  and  after  hav¬ 
ing  brought  away  the  Placenta,  he  fearch- 
ed  for  the  other  child,  which  he  had  be- 
fore  felt  through  the  integuments  of  the 
Abdomen ,  but  found  it  lodged  in  the  cavity 
of  the  Abdomen ,  and  beyond  the  reach  of 
human  art  to  relieve  her.  This  fadfc  every 
one  then  prefent  was  made  fenfible  of. 

October  22,  1735. 1  was  fent  for  to  her  in 
her  labour,  but  before  my  arrival,  ihe  was 
delivered  of  a  boy ;  however,  I  brought  away 
the  Placenta,  which  gave  me  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  examining  for  the  other  child, 
and  found  it  in  the  fame  fituation  as  for- 
merly. 

Oblober  9,  1738.  I  was  again  fent  for  to 
her,  when  in  labour,  but  fhe  was  deliver¬ 
ed  of  a  boy  before  I  arrived.  Upon  exa¬ 
mining  the  womb,  and  the  ftate  of  the 
Abdomen,  the  child  appeared  juft  as  before, 
without  any  alteration. 

June  17,  1 741  -  I  was  again  fent  for  in 
her  labour,  but  found  her  juft  delivered 

of 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  77 

of  a  girl  $  and,  upon  examining  the  parts, 
every  thing  appeared  as  before. 

061.  14,  1747.  Being  greatly  emaciated 
by  condant  pains,  &c.  fhe  was  admitted 
a  patient  in  Guy  s-Hofpital,  where  fhe  died 
the  7th  of  November  following,  after  hav¬ 
ing  laboured  under  the  didrefles  and  un- 
eafinefs  of  carrying  a  dead  child  within 
her,  in  a  manner  loofe  in  the  Abdomen ,  up¬ 
wards  of  fixteen  years.  The  day  after  her 
death,  I  opened  her  in  the  prefence  of 
do6tors  Nejbit ,  Nicholh  and  Laurence,  when 
the  Uterus,  and  the  feveral  other  contents 
of  the  Abdomen ,  appeared  nearly  in  their 
natural  date ;  but  on  the  right  fide,  with¬ 
in  the  Os  Ilium,  a  child  prefented  itfelf, 
which  was  attached  to  the  Ilium  and  neigh¬ 
bouring  membranes,  by  a  portion  of  the 
Feritonceum ,  in  which  the  Fimbria  and  part 
of  the  right  Fallopian  Lube  feemed  to  lofe 
itfelf.  The  child  feemed  no  ways  putrid ; 
but  the  integuments  were  become  fo  cal¬ 
lous,  and  changed  from  their  natural  date, 
that  the  whole  feemed  to  referable  a  carti¬ 
laginous  mafs,  without  form  or  didinc- 
tionj  the  legs,  indeed,  were  diftinguifhable, 
though  they  were  much  wafted  and  dis¬ 
torted.  Upon  opening  the  callous  integu¬ 
ments 
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ments  of  the  head  and  face  of  the  child, 
the  bones  appeared  perfectly  formed,  with 
a  few,  fpots  oftophous  concretions  on  them. 
This  account  may  ferve  to  convince  thole 
who  are  of  opinion,  that  boys  are  con¬ 
ceived  on  the  right  fide,  and  girls  on  the 
left,  as  this  woman  had  three  boys,  and 
one  girl  after  the  Fallopian  Fube  on  the 
right  fide  had  loft  its  action. 

Tours, 

S.  Middleton. 

In  the  memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Sad 
ences  at  Paris,  M.  1702.  p.  334,  &c.  we 
read  of  a  Foetus  extracted  by  the  Anus ;  and 
in  H.  1722.  p.  20.  of  one  found  in  the  Fal¬ 
lopian  Fube.  The  German  Ephemerides,  an. 
prim.  L.  III.  Obfer'o.  1 10.  mentions  a  Foetus 
lying  betwixt  the  Uterus  and  Re  Bum :  and 
Tom.  III.  Qbfervat.  1 1.  defcribes  another 
found  in  the  Abdomen  of  a  woman,  where 
it  had  lain  above  fixteen  years. 

In  the  Med.  EJfays  of  Edinburgh ,  Vol.  V. 
Art.  38.  is  the  hiftory  of  one  child  extract¬ 
ed  by  an  opening  in  the  Abdomen,  and  part 
of  another  palled  by  ftool ;  by  Dr.  Gabriel 
Kin?,  phyfician  at  Armagh,  Ireland. 

COL- 
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COLLECTION  VI. 

Of  Superfoetation,  or  what  was  for¬ 
merly  fuppofed  to  be  fo.  Vide  Vol.  I. 
Lib.  I.  Ch.  3.  Sedl.  6. 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1728.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  the  country,  who  was  feized  with 
a  violent  flooding  in  the  fourth  month  of 
her  pregnancy,  and  before  I  reached  her 
houfe,  which  was  about  four  miles  diftant 
from  the  place  of  my  habitation,  (he  had 
mifcarried  of  a  fmall  Foetus  and  the  Secun- 
dines.  The  discharge  was  abated  ;  yet  as 
flie  had  been  before  delivered  of  twins, 
at  three  different  times,  I  examined  the 
Vagina, and  found  the  Os  internum  fo  much 
contracted,  that  I  could  hardly  introduce 
the  top  of  my  finger.  The  neck  of  the 
womb  feemed  to  be  about  half  an  inch 
long ;  and  above  that,  I  felt  a  pretty  large 
ftretching  of  the  Uterus  on  the  fides  and 
anterior  part.  As  file  had  refted  little  the 
preceding  night,  I  prefcribed  a  paregoric 
mixture,  with  thirty  drops  of  liquid  Lau¬ 
danum,  two  fpoonfuls  of  which  fhe  took 
every  two  hours,  untill  fome  flight  pains, 
that  ftiil  remained,  were  removed,  and  flie 
.  ’  1  fell 
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fell  afleep.  In  two  days  file  was  perfectly 
eafy,  and  in  about  three  months  after  this 
period,  her  hufband  brought  her  to  my 
houfe,  where  the  told  me  fhe  had  been  ir- 
regular  in  the  difcharge  of  the  Menfes , 
fince  her  mifcarriage,  and  was  grown 
very  big ;  a  circumftance  fhe  imputed 
to  a  dropfy,  or  rather  a  tympany  j  for 
(he  found  frequent  motions  from  wind; 
By  examining  the  Abdomen  and  Vagina ,  I 
plainly  perceived  fhe  was  in  the  eighth 
month  of  pregnancy,  and  allured  her,  the 
wind  fhe  felt,  was  no  other  than  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  a  child  ;  obferving  that  fhe  had 
probably  conceived  two  children  as  for¬ 
merly,  and  though  fhe  had  mifcarried  of 
one,  the  other  had  remained,  and  would 
continue  to  the  full  time.  My  prognoftib 
was  verified  in  about  nine  weeks,  when 


flie  was  delivered  of  a  full  -grown  female 
child. 


CASE  II. 


About  three  years  after  this  tranfactiorij 
my  affiftance  was  demanded  to  a  woman, 
who,  in  the  fixth  month  of  her  pregnan¬ 
cy,  was  alfo  taken  with  a  flooding,  though 
fmall  in  quantity,  which  continued  ten 
days  before  I  was  call’d  j  fome  water  was 

likewife 
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likewife  difcharged  without  pain,  and 
yielded  a  mortified  fmell.  I  underftoodj 
that  the  day  before  I  was  confulted,  fhe 
had  felt  fome  flight  pains,  and  a  few  fmall 
bones  had  been  difcharged  from  the  Vagi¬ 
na  j  and  thefe,  upon  examination,  proved 
to  be  the  bones  of  the  legs  and  arms  be- 
longing  to  a  Foetus.  I  could  fcarce  intro¬ 
duce  the  tip  of  my  finger  into  the  Os  in - 
termini^  though  the  neck  feeined  larger 
than  ufual,  and  above  that,  the  Uterus  was 
pretty  large.  The  cloths  that  were  moiR 
tened  with  a  ferous  difcharge,  exhibited 
a  brownifli  colour  and  had  a  putrid  fmell. 
The  woman  was  much  alarmed,  her  fpi- 
rits  were  funk,  file  had  for  fome  time  en¬ 
joyed  little  or  no  reft,  and  was  coftive.  X 
ordered  an  aperient  glyfter  to  be  imme¬ 
diately  injected,  after  the  operation  of 
which,  I  directed  her  to  take  ten  grains  of 
the  Pil.  Matth.  and  next  day  four  fpoon- 
fuls  of  the  following  mixture,  every  fix 
hours. 

t  -•  is 

R  Aq.  Puleg.  %v\.  Bryen.  Cor, if .  ?i.  Tint?.  Coffer. 

gult.  c.  8ft.  C.  C.  gutt.  lx.  Syr.  Caryoph.  C\.  M. 

I  likewife  directed  the  glyfter  to  be  re¬ 
peated  every  afternoon,  and  the  pills 
every  night,  if  there  ftioulu  be  occakon, 

G  and 
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and  found  her  perfectly  eafy  and  free  from 
all  complaints,  and  was  told  lire  had  the 
preceding  night  difcharged  the  reft  of  the 
bones  and  Secundines  of  a  child.  I  inlifted 
upon  her  keeping  her  chamber  and  bed  for 
fome  days,  and  prefcribed  a  cordial  mix¬ 
ture,  with  fome  dofes  of  Sperma  Ceti,  at  the 
requeft  of  her  female  acquaintance. 

About  two  months  after  this  diforder, 
I  received  another  call,  when  ftie  told  me 
her  ftomach  was  puffed  up  with  wind, 
that  fhe  was  taken  with  a  violent  cholick, 
and  had  been  three  days  without  paffage 
in  her  belly.  When  I  felt  the  Abdomen,  as 
fhe  was  a  thin  woman,  I  could  plainly 
perceive  a  ftretching  of  the  Uterus ,  extend¬ 
ing  above  the  navel ;  and,  upon  examin¬ 
ing  by  the  touch,  in  the  Vagina,  felt  the 
Os  internum  largely  opened,  the  membranes 
with  the  waters  puftied  down,  and  through 
thefe,  the  arms,  fhoulder,  and  navel-ftring 
of  the  Foetus.  She  was  agreeably  furpriz’d, 
when  1  told  her  fhe  was  in  labour  of  a 
child,  though  in  the  feventh  or  eighth 
month  ;  then  being  put  to  bed,  and  the  fe¬ 
male  friends  a  Hem  bled,  fhe  was,  to  her  great 
joy,  delivered  of  a  live  male  child,  which, 
though  fmall,  was  reared  by  fucking  ano- 

8  ther 
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ther  woman  at  firft,  and  afterwards  the 
mother,  who  had  formerly  loll  two  chil¬ 
dren. 

CASE  III. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Campbell,  in  a 
letter,  dated  from  Poole,  April  25.  1750. 

Sir, 

The  following  being  a  very  uncommon 
cafe,  I  am  willing  to  communicate  the 
fame,  to  have  your  fentiments  on  the 
fubjedt. 

A  woman  in  this  neighbourhood,  was 
delivered  of  her  firft  child,  and  the  deli¬ 
very  followed  by  fevere  after-pains ;  and 
five  days  after,  fhe  mifcarried  of  a  Foetus, 
which  could  be  no  more  than  four  or 
five  months  in  growth.  There  was  no 
lign  of  putrefaction  about  it,  though  it 
was  Hill-born ;  there  was  no  hair,  nor 
other  fign  of  its  being  longer  conceived. 
How  to  reconcile  this  with  the  prefent 
dodtrine  of  conception,  will,  I  believe,  be 
found  difficult.  ,  I  fhould  be  glad,  if  at 
the  fame  time,  you  would  be  pleafed  to 
acquaint  me  how  to  diftinguifh  betwixt 
an  obftrudlion,  and  the  total  difappear- 
ance  of  the  Menfes  in  women. 

G  2 
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My  anfwer  was  to  this  effedt. 

Sir, 

What  you  have  writ  me,  feems  to  Fa¬ 
vour  the  notion  of  fuperfcetation,  more 
than  any  thing  I  have  met  with  in  prac¬ 
tice.  But  there  are  inftances  of  extra- 
uterine  Fcetufes ,  which  have  lain  whole 
years  in  the  Abdomen  without  being  putri- 
fied.  However,  we  fee  from  time  to  time 
things  happen,  that  we  cannot  account 
for,  and  thefe  deftroy  all  our  fine  theories. 

The  Menfes  commonly  difappear  in  wo¬ 
men,  between  the  age  of  forty-five  and 
fifty :  fometimes  they  leave  them  fooner, 
if  the  woman  chances  to  grow  fat,  if  the 
Catamenia  appeared  early  in  life,  or  if  Ihe 
hath  bore  many  children :  but,  whether 
the  diforder  proceeds  from  obftructions,  or 
the  total  difappearance  of  the  Menfes ,  the 
intention  of  cure  in  both  cafes,  is,  to  re¬ 
peat  venaefedtion  and  gentle  purgatives. 

SchenckiuSy  Lib.  IV.  De  Superfcetatione, 
p.  617.  has  collected  feveral  obfervations 
of  fuperfcetations. 

Others,  of  late,  to  prove  the  pofiibility 
offuch  things,  have  advanced  an  attefted 
1  cafe 
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cafe  from  America ,  of  a  black  woman, 
who,  by  converfing  with  her  hufoand,  of 
her  own  conplexion,  and  immediately  af¬ 
ter  with  a  white  overfeer,  was  delivered 
of  twins,  one  a  mulatta,  and  the  other  a 
black  child :  alfo  another,  of  a  woman  of 
Charles-Fawn,  South-Carolina ,  about  the 
year  1714.  and  mentioned  by  Dr.  Parfons, 
in  a  lecture  read  before  the  Royal  Society 
of  London ,  OSiober  1745.  who  was  brought 
to  bed  of  twins,  one  a  mulatta,  and  the 
other  a  white  child.  She  confeft,  that  im¬ 
mediately  after  her  hufband  had  left  her, 
a  negro  fervant  came  to  her,  and  forced 
her  to  comply  with  his  defires,  by  threat- 
rung  her  life  if  fhe  refufed. 

In  the  memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Sci¬ 
ences  at  Paris,  H.  1702.  p.  30,  ©V.  we 
read  of  the  delivery  of  a  boy,  in  whofe 
Placenta  was  found  a  fort  of  bladder, 
which  contained  a  female  Foetus,  reckon¬ 
ed  to  be  four  or  five  months.  And  H.  1729. 
p.  12.  of  two  children  delivered  at  a  day’s 
diftance,  one  aged  forty  days,  the  other 
at  the  full  time. 

Ruyfcb ,  in  Tom.  I.  Obferv.  14.  gives  an 
account,  of  a  furgeon’s  wife  at  Amjlerdam , 

G  3  in 
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in  1686,  who  was  delivered  of  a  ftrong 
live  child,  and  in  fix  hours  after,  of  a 
fmall  embryo,  the  Funis  of  which  was  full 
of  Hydatides ,  and  the  Placenta  as  large  and 
thick,  as  in  one  of  three  months.  He 
exhibits  a  figure  of  this  phenomenon. 

Mauri ceau ,  in  the  firfi:  of  his  additional 
Obfervations  at  the  end  of  the  hook,  men¬ 
tions  his  having  feen  a  young  woman, 
who  had  been  delivered  at  the  ufual  time 
of  twins,  one  of  which  was  alive  and  of 
the  ordinary  fize,  the  other  was  dead,  and 
feerned  to  be  only  of  three  or  four  months. 
He  accounts  for  this  circumftance,  by  fup- 
pofing  the  death  of  the  child  at  tire  term 
of  four  months,  but  that  its  waters  remain¬ 
ed  uncorrupted,  from  the  air  not  being 
admitted,  &c. 
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COLLECTION  VII. 

Of  women  who  exceed  the  common  term 
of  Geftation.  Vide  Vol.  I.  Lib.  1.  Ch.  3. 
Se6L  7. 

CASE  I. 

I  was  befpoke  in  the  year  1743,  to  lay 
a  young  woman  of  her  firft  child.  She 
was  taller  than  the  middle  fize,  and  had 
been  healthy  from  her  infancy.  She  was 
married  in  September,  about  a  week  after 
the  menftrual  difcharge,  which,  not  re¬ 
turning  at  the  Rated  time,  the  was  feifed 
with  the  ufual  complaints  of  ficknefs  and 
reaching,  which  her  mother  fuppofed  to 
be  certain  figns  of  pregnancy  5  and  though 
Hie  reckoned  only  to  the  beginning  of 
June,  fine  was  not  delivered  till  the  end  of 
Augujl.  Before  marriage,  the  Menfes  had 
flowed  regularly  every  four  weeks,  and 
though  (he,  perhaps,  did  not  conceive  im¬ 
mediately  after  wedlock,  it  was  reaionable 
to  fuppofe,  flie  actually  exceeded  the  ufual 
term  of  geftation,  by  four  or  five  weeks 
at  leaft.  Her  labour  was  very  tedious, 
though  the  Pelvis  wa's  of  a  large  fize  5  but 
the  child  was  very  lufty,  and  the  head 
fijueezed  into  a  longitudinal  form.  Two 

C  4  years 
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years  after,  I  delivered  her  of  a  fecond 
child,  which  was  alfo  very  large  j  yet,  the 
labour  was  ihort,  and  happened  accords 
ing  to  the  common  time  of  reckoning  : 
nor  was  the  head  of  this  laft  fqueezed 
into  a  Iongilh  form,  like  that  of  the  firft, 
which  was  indeed  the  larged;  child  I  ever 
brought  into  the  world. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1735, 1  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  a  woman  in  childbed,  and  found 
the  breech  of  the  Fed  ns  prefenting  at  the 
brim  of  the  Pelvis,  where  it  had  Ruck  for 
fome  time,  without  advancing,  although 
the  mother  had  been  long  in  labour,  and 
the  membranes  had  been  broken  eighteen 
hours  before  I  came.  I  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  pu filed  up  the  breech,  and  brought 
down  the  legs ;  and,  after  much  fatigue, 
delivered  her  of  a  live  child.  According 
to  this  woman’s  reckoning,  (he  had  ex-r 
eeeded  the  ufual  time  of  geflation  by  eight 
weeks ;  for,  fire  affirmed,  and  her  mother 
confirmed  the  affertion,  that  fhe  had  but 
one  difeharge  of  the  Menfes  after  fhe  was 
married,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  month 

j 

iyas  fei^ed  with  the  common  fymptoms  of 
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pregnancy,  from  which  they  concluded  file 
had  conceived  foon  after  the  evacuation. 

I  have  feledted  thefe  two  cafes,  from  a 
great  number  of  lefs  certainty,  to  fhew, 
that  women  may,  probably,  go  with  child 
beyond  the  nine  months  :  though  this  is  a 
circumflance  that  rarely  happens.  Indeed, 
I  have  known  many  women  exceed  that 
period  by  their  own  reckoning ;  but  I 
have  generally  fuppofed,  they  committed 
Lome  error  in  keeping  the  account. 

Vide  Lamotte ,  Liv.  1.  ch.  27.  and  28. 
where  we  read  of  women,  who  have 
been  delivered  a  confiderable  time  before 
and  after  the  term  of  reckoning.  I  my- 
felf  very  often  find  my  patients  go  two 
or  three  weeks  beyond  the  nine  months, 
reckoning  from  the  laft  difcharge  of  tfie 
Menfes , 

L  \ 


COL. 


9° 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 


COLLECTION  VIII. 

Of  what  is  commonly  called  the  falfe  con¬ 
ception,  Moles  and  Hydatiaes. 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  I. 

Of  False  Conception. 

Being  called  to  a  gentlewoman  in  the 
year  1722,  I  was  told  by  the  women  who 
were  about  her,  that  Ihe  had  mifcarried  of 
a  falfe  conception  in  the  third  month ; 
and  that  the  fame  misfortune  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  her  feveral  times  before  this  ac¬ 
cident.  The  midwife  pretended  that  thefe 
falfe  conceptions  proceeded  from  a  foul- 
nefs  of  the  Uterus,  and  had  prefer ibed, 
from  time  to  time,  deceptions  of  Sabine, 
Artemifia,  and  other  herbs,  to  be  taken 
by  the  mouth,  and  injected  by  the  Vagina. 

This  being  the  fir  ft  cafe  of  the  kind, 
which  I  had  feen,  I  carefully  examined  the 
fubftance,  which  was  bigger  than  a  goofe 
egg,  and  found  it  no  other  than  a  coagu- 
lum  of  blood,  of  which  fire  had  loft  a  large 
quantity,  formed  round  the  Secundines,  by 
the  preffure  of  the  Vagina,  where  it  had 
lain  for  many  days.  I  plainly  difeovered 
the  cavity  which  had  contained  the  embryo, 

and 
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and  allured  them  it  was  a  real  conception, 
though  the  embryo  had  been  forced  through 
the  membranes  and  loft. 

Since  that  time,  I  have  been  concerned 
in  a  great  number  of  cafes  of  the  fame 
kind  :  fometimes,  I  have  found  the  em¬ 
bryo  partly  diffolved,  and  fometimes  per¬ 
fect,  commonly  of  the  fize  and  figure  of 
a  fmall  horfe-bean,  when  the  mifcarriage 
happened  in  the  ninth  or  tenth  week  of 
pregnancy  ;  but  when  no  embryo  was 
found,  it  was  always  termed  a  falfe  con¬ 
ception  by  the  good  women. 

When  the  membranes  broke  before  the 
Secimdines  were  difcharged,  I  have  known 
the  embryo  pafs  off  unobferved  with  the 
coagula  of  blood,  and  be  loft  among  the 
cloaths ;  and  at  other  times,  when  the 
membranes  were  not  broke,  I  have  found 
it  diffolved  in  the  waters. 

In  one  cafe  where  I  was  concerned,  the 
Chorion  had  broke,  and  the  Amnios  was 
difcharged  whole,  with  the  embryo  fwim- 
ing  in  about  ten  times  its  own  bulk  of 
water,  as  clear  as  cryftal.  Though  it 
was  not  bigger  than  a  fmall  bean,  I  could 
diftinguifh  the  legs  and  arms  pretty  well 
fbrmed  }  but  as  I  had  not  leifure  to  im- 

merfe 
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merfe  it  in  fpirits  immediately,  it  lay  in  a 
cup  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  hours,  at  the 
expiration  of  which,  I  found  the  waters 
muddy  ;  and  when  I  opened  the  Amnios,  in 
order  to  evacuate  the  corrupted  fluid,  and 
fupply  its  place  with  fpirits  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  embryo,  I  perceived  the  legs, 
arms,  and  greateft  part  of  the  body,  were 
quite  diffolved. 

C  A  S  E  II. 

In  the  year  1723,  I  attended  a  patient, 
who  mifcarried  in  the  fifth  month,  the 
Foetus  and  membranes  having  been  dis¬ 
charged  together.  About  five  days  after 
the  mifcarriage,  I  was  called  to  examine  a 
fubftance,  which  had  been  pafled  with  a 
great  deal  of  pain,  and  which  the  mid¬ 
wife  termed  a  real  falfe  conception.  This 
was  about  the  fize  of  an  hen  egg,  fur- 
rounded  with  what  appeared  to  be  aftrong, 
thick  membrane,  which  when  I  opened,  I 
perceived  the  whole  was  no  other  than  a 
coagulum  of  blood,  winch  had  been 
ftrongly  prefled  in  the  Uterus  or  Vagina , 
fo  that  the  ferous  part  having  been  fqueez- 
ed  out,  the  furface,  in  confequence  of  the 
preflure,  had  afliimed  the  form  and  ap¬ 
pearance 
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pearance  of  a  membrane.  I  have  feen  a 
great  number  of  fuch  fubftances,  which 
have  been  always  miftaken  for  falfe 
conceptions,  by  midwives,  nurfes,  and  even 
gentlemen  of  theprofeffion.  Indeed,  I  my- 
felf  had  at  firft  a  confufed  notion  of  theie 
things,  until  I  underflood  that  coagula  of 
blood  would  afliime  fuch  appearance  from 
preflure  in  any  cavity.  Thefe  I  have  feen 
difcharged,  both  before  and  after  mifcar- 
riages  and  deliveries,  at  all  times  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  though  generally  in  the  firft  five 
months,  and  more  frequently  in  the  third, 
than  in  a  more  advanced  flate  of  uterine 
geflation. 

NUMB.  II.  CASED 

Of  Mol  as. 

In  the  month  of  December  1742,  a  wi¬ 
dow  gentlewoman,  about  the  age  of  fifty, 
was  fuddenly  feized  wdth  violent  pains, 
like  thofe  of  labour,  and  a  difcharge  of 
blood  from  the  Uterus.  Two  years  had 
elapfed  fince  her  Menfes  difappeared  j  but 
having  received  a  fall  down  flairs,  fhe  had, 
from  the  time  of  that  accident,  been  fub- 
je<51  to  pains  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Ab¬ 
domen  and  back,  with  a  flow  draining  of 

blood 
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blood  from  the  Uterus .  Thefe  complaints 
continued  fix  months  before  the  was  taken 
with  the  violent  pains,  in  confequence  of 
which  I  was  called  to  her  affiftance.  I 
felt  the  Os  Internum  a  little  open,  and 
fomething  prefenting,  like  the  edge  of  a 
Placenta,  or  a  round  fleftsy  fubftance. 
She  was  for  feveral  days,  kept  tolerably 
eafy,  by  taking  five  or  ten  grains  of  PiL 
Matth.  or  draughts  with  Liquid  Lauda¬ 
num,  from  fifteen  to  thirty  drops,  repeat¬ 
ed  occafionally  as  the  pains  returned. 
Laxative  and  emollient  glyfters  were  fre¬ 
quently  injected  by  way  of  fomentation, 
as  well  as  to  evacuate  the  inteftines.  The 
Os  Internum  was  gradually  dilated,  the  dis¬ 
charge  and  pains  fuddenly  returned,  a 
large  oblong  flelh-like  fubftance  was  thruft 
down  into  the  Vagina,  and  by  gently 
opening  the  Os  Externum,  at  length  extrad- 
ed,  when  the  pains  and  flooding  abated. 
This  fubftance  being  examined,  appeared 
to  be  nothing  elfe  than  the  fibrous  part 
of  the  blood,  ftrongly  fqueezed  together, 
nearly  as  large  as  the  head  of  a  child,  in 
the  fixth  or  feventh  month .  A  bloody 
ferum  continued  to  drain  from  the  parts, 
for  feveral  days,  when  the  red  colour  va- 

niftied. 
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nifhed,  and  it  began  to  yield  a  fir  on  g  foetid 
fmell.  She  was  feized  with  violent  pungent 
pains  in  the  Hypogajlric  region,  the  lips  of 
the  Os  Internum  fwelled,  and  became  une¬ 
qually  indurated,  the  pains  and  difcharge 
increafed,  with  all  the  direful  fymptoms  of 
a  confirmed  cancer  in  XJtero.  Yet  no  other 
flefh-like  fubflance  was  evacuated,  though 
every  now  and  then  fhe  was  attacked  with 
violent  floodings :  at  length  fhe  became 

heftic,  and  died  in  about  three  months. 

[Vide  Col.  IX.  No.  II.  Cafe  HI.] 

NUMB.  II.  CASE  II. 

Mr.  Watkins,  Surgeon  at  Cole  [hill  in  War- 
wickjhire,  in  a  letter  dated  Augnjl  24, 
1746,  writes  to  this  effeCt. 

Give  me  leave  to  trouble  you  with  one 
cafe,  as  a  confirmation  of  your  doCtrine, 
that  the  Mola  is,  for  the  moft  part,  an 
excrefcence  or  coagulated  blood,  and  not 
a  falfe  production  from  generation. 

I  was  called  to  a  married  woman  full 
fixty  years  of  age,  who  flooded  profulely, 
in  confequence  of  a  falling  down  of  the 
womb,  as  I  was  informed  by  the  mid¬ 
wives  for  (lie  was  attended  by  two  who 
had  attempted  the  reduction.  Finding  an 
imperforated  fubflance  prefenting,  I  con¬ 
cluded 
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eluded  it  was  not  the  Uterus :  then  placing 
her  in  a  proper  poflure,  I  introduced  my 
hand,  and  delivered  her  of  a  mufcular, 
or  rather  tendinous-like  fubflance,  as  big 
as  a  large  calves  heart,  exactly  refembling 
the  auricles,  and  conical  point,  which  had 
prefented  at  different  times,  for  feven  years 
laft  paft,  with  vaft  flooding  and  excruci¬ 
ating  pains.  The  lofs  of  blood  was  now 
exceffive,  but  by  the  help  of  incraflating 
medicines  and  acids,  (he  is  happily  reco¬ 
vered  and  hearty. 

Vid.  Bonetus  Sepulchret.  Lib.  III.  Sedt. 
37.  Ruyfch.  Tom.  I.  Obferv.  28,  and  291 
Forejlus  de  Mcrbis  Mulierum,  Lib.  XXVIII. 
Hildanus  Centur.  2.  Obferv  at.  25. 


N  U  M  B.  III.  CASE  I. 


Hydatides  difeharged  from  the  Uterus. 

,  In  the  year  1752,  one  of  my  pupils  at¬ 
tended  a  poor  woman,  who,  in  the  fourth 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  was  taken  with 
a  violent  flooding,  which  was  reftrained 
by  opiates ;  but,  in  three  days,  returned 
with  greater  violence,  accompanied  with 
Axong  pains  and  frequent  {training,  like 
a  Fenefmus .  At  length  fire  difeharged  a 


pot  full  of  coagulated  blood  and  Hydatides, 

adhering 
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adhering  to  a  membranous  fubftance,  or 
to  one  another,  l^ke  a  bunch  of  grapes  of 
different  fizes,  from  the  bignefs  of  a  nut¬ 
meg  to  the  fmallnefs  of  hempfeed.  The 
patient  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
we  thought  (lie  could  not  poffibly  live  j  ne- 
verthelefs,  fhe  gradually  recovered,  contra¬ 
ry  to  our  expectation. 

CASE  II. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Crawford  of  Lon¬ 
don,  in  the  year  1753. 

I  was  called  to  a  woman  about  the  age 
of  twenty-feven,  who  thought  herfelf  fe- 
ven  months  gone  with  child.  When  I 
entered  the  room,  fhe  flood  leaning  on 
the  back  of  a  chair,  with  an  earthen  pot 
betwixt  her  legs :  fhe  had  voided  near  a  pint 
and  an  half  of  blood  into  this  receiver,  be¬ 
fore  I  came,  and  at  times  evacuated  the  fame 
quantity  for  near  three  months.  Her 
flooding  Was  then  much  abated  ;  but  fhe 
was  very  weak  and  low,  though  aim  oft 
intirely  free  from  pain.  When  I  examin¬ 
ed  the  Matrix,  I  found  the  Os  Tinea  open 
to  fcarce  the  breadth  of  half  a  crown, 
but  nothing  like  the  appearance  of  a  child. 
Though  her  flooding  was  now  but  fmall, 
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in  confideration  of  her  having  enjoyed  no 
reft  for  three  nights  before,  fhe  was,  by 
my  direction,  put  to  bed,  and  took  a  com- 
pofing  draught,  which  made  her  fleep 
about  two  hours ;  but  fhe  waked  with 
feemingly  ftrong  pains.  1  examined  her 
again,  and  introducing  my  fore  and  mid¬ 
dle  fingers  into  the  Vagina,  felt  fomething 
which  I  miftook  for  clotted  blood.  It 
filled  both  my  hands  when  I  brought  it 
away,  and  appeared  to  be  a  large  bundle 
of  Hydhtides  connected  one  with  another 
by  an  infinite  number  of  fmall,  flender 
filaments.  Thefe  bladders  contained  a 
clear  lymph,  and  were  of  different  fizes, 
fome  as  large  as  my  thumb,  and  others  as 
fmall  as  a  pin’s  head  ;  and  her  pains  con¬ 
tinuing,  Inc  evacuated  as  many  as  filled 
a  two  quart  bafon  :  thus  delivered,  fhe 
was  freed  from  her  pains,  '  her  flooding 
ceafed,  and  the  womb  contracted  to  the 
fize  of  my  fift.  Neverthelefs,  fhe  was  ftill 
ftrongly  poffefted  with  the  notion  that 
there  was  a  child  remaining,  and  earneftly 
begged  that  I  would  bring  it  into  the  world. 


I  allured  her,  that  fine  was  already  deliver¬ 
ed  of  what  fhe  had  miftaken  for  a  child, 
and  having  preferibed  what  was  neediary, 

left 
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left  her  very  well  fatisfied  and  compofed. 
Next  day  I  found  her  eafy  ;  fhe  continued 
to  do  very  well,  and  at  the  writing  of  this 
cafe,  was  in  the  fifth  or  fixth  month  of 
pregnancy. 

N.  B.  She  had  been  delivered  of  two 
children,  before  fhe  was  troubled  with  the 
Hydatides. 

Mr.  Lamotte,  in  his  XVIth  Obfervatiott, 
gives  an  account  of  a  woman  that  ima¬ 
gined  herfelf  gone  with  child  above 
five  months,  who  was  delivered  of  a 
mole,  or  fomething  of  that  nature,  as 
big  as  two  fills,  compofed  of  an  infinite 
number  of  vehicles,  tied  to  one  another 
by  membranes,  and  which  held  together 
like  a  fwarm  of  frogs  ;  after  being  excefi- 
fively  weakened  with  a  continual  lofs  of 
blood  for  eighteen  days,  which  was  flight 
at  firfir,  but  became  very  violent  before  de¬ 
livery,  and  ftopt  immediately  after. 

In  Obfervat.  XVII.  he  gives  an  account 
of  a  woman  that  imagined  herfelf  gonefeven 
or  eight  months,  who  paft  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  waters,  which,  he  thinks,  was  a 
real  dropfy  of  the  Uterus. 

H  2 
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In  Obfervation  XVIII.  he  gives  a  cafe' 
where  the  Abdomen  increafed  to  a  great 
big n ex's,  to  the  eighth  or  ninth  month  $ 
and,  although  the  woman  had  her  Menfes , 
flie  imagined  flie  was  fo  long  gone  with 
child,  having  milled  one  period  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  her  reckoning ;  but  inftead  of 
being  delivered  of  a  child,  fhe,  for  fever al 
days  together,  palled  an  incredible  quantity 
of  wind,  making  the  fame  noife  as  when 
it  vents  itfelf  at  the  Anus,  but  involunta¬ 
rily.  Vid.  Ruyfch,  Tom.  I.  Obferv.  28. 

In  Phil.  Tranf.  No.  309.  p.  2387.  there 
is  a  paper  by  Mr.  J.  Young ,  giving  an  ac¬ 
count  of  balls  of  hair,  with  bones  in  the 
middle,  fome  like  teeth,  others  refembling 
the  mandible,  with  a  few  fockets  and  teeth 
in  them,  contained  in  different  parts,  as 
the  Uterus  and.  Ovaria ,  &c. 

There  are  alfo  accounts  of  the  fame 
kind,  by  Dr.  Edward  Yyfon,  No.  2.  p.  1 1* 
ana  by  Dr.  Samp  fin ,  No.  2.  p.  49  * 
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COLLECTION  IX. 

Of  Polypus,  Schirrofity  and  Cancer  in  the 
Uterus  and  Vagina.  Vide  Vol,  I. 
Lib.  I.  Ch.  III.  Sed.  9. 

N  U,M  B.  I.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  Polypus. 


A  woman  turned  of  thirty,  who  never 
had  bore  children,  confulted  me  in  the 
year  1726,  about  a  very  extraordinary 
diilemper.  One  of  the  febaceous  glands, 
on  the  right  fide  of  the  Os  externum ,  and 
clofe  to  the  Car unc idee  Myrtiformes ,  had  in- 
fenfibly  increafed  and  fwelled  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  I  found  it  as  large  as  a  mid¬ 
dling  pear,  hanging  from  the  part  by  a 
long  neck  as  thick  as  my  little  finger,  and 
about  half  a  yard  long,  fo  that  the  tumor 
reached  down  to  her  knees.  I  perceived 
the  lower  end,  which  was  the  large!!,  ex¬ 
coriated,  and  appearing  like  an  Herpes ,  | 

though  die  felt  no  pain ;  and  from  this  f:* 
part,  a  fmall  quantity  of  blood  was  dif-  : 
charged,  during  every  menftrual  evacua¬ 
tion.  A  ligature  being  applied  to  the  neck 
Qt  the  tumor,  clofe  to  its  origin,  it  was 
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amputated,  and  the  wound  cured  without 
any  difficulty. 


CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1742,  a  midwife  being  call¬ 
ed  to  a  woman  in  labour,  about  the  age 
of  twenty-fix,  felt  not  only  the  child’s 
head  pufhing  down  through  the  Os  inter¬ 
num  into  the  Vagina ,  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
another  large,  firm,  round  fubitance  at 
the  fide  of  the  head,  protruding  in  the 
fame  manner.  A  male  practitioner  being 
confulted,  could  not  difcover  the  nature  of 
this  tumour,  and  left  the  patient,  telling 
her  it  was  burgeon’s  work.  Nevertheiefs, 
the  head  was,  with  great  difficulty,  forced 
beyond  the  fwelling,  and  the  child  deli¬ 
vered,  though  the  midwife  was  unjuftly 
accufed  by  the  neighbours,  of  having  pull¬ 
ed  down  the  Uterus.  Some  months  after 
her  delivery,  the  tumor  inflamed,  and  mat¬ 
ter  being  formed  below  its  furface,  was 
difcharged  to  fuch  a  quantity,  as  emaciated 
and  enfeebled  the  patient.  A  gentleman 
being  called  to  her  affiflance,  defired  my 
advice  j  but  when  we  confulted  together, 
po  right  judgment  could  be  formed,  be- 

*  '  ■*  r.  -  '  ,.■*  1  '■  r 
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caufe  the  tumor  filled  up  the  whole  Vagina , 
^nd  the  Os  internum  could  not  be  felt.  We 
recommended  a  milk  diet,  and  feme  time 
after  the  confultation,  we  were  called 
again,  when  we  found  the  fwelling  forced 
down  without  the  external  parts,  and  could 
plainly  feel  the  Os  internum ,  to  the  fide  of 
which  the  tumor  adhered  by  a  very  fhort 
neck,  about  an  inch  thick,  and  of  a  livid 
colour  towards  the  lower  part.  The  Os 
internum  was  pulled  down,  jn  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  the  lips  were  perceivable,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  upper  part  of  the  tumor, 
which  had  not  as  yet  changed  colour. 
Round  this,  a  firm  ligature  being  made, 
the  tumor  was  amputated,  when  we  found 
the  lower  parts  of  its  neck  already  livid. 
Before  this  feparation,  the  patient  had 
been  tormented  with  violent  pains,  from 
the  pulling  down  of  the  Uterus ,  and  the 
draining  of  the  ligaments ;  and,  at  the 
time  of  the  operation,  was  very  much  ex- 
haufted  5  fo  that  fhe  died  in  two  or  three 
days  after  the  excifion. 

The  body  being  opened,  the  under  fide 
of  the  Uterus  was  found  mortified,  and  the 
right  fide  adhering  to  the  neighbouring 

H  4  parts, 
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parts,  by  which  the  Ovarium  and  Fallopian 
‘Tube  of  that  fide  were  covered  and  con¬ 
cealed.  The  tumor,  being  cut  open,  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  folid,  firm,  glandular  fub- 
ftance. 

CASE  III. 

Communicated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Holy- 

« 

cake,  dated  Jan.  29,  1750. 

The  child  prefented  with  the  back,  and 
was  extracted  footling  ;  and  after  delivery, 
the  Placenta  came  away  with  little  or  no 
affiftance :  but  the  Uterus  ftill  continuing 
remarkably  large,  Mr.  Holyoak e  fufpeeled 
that  there  was  contained  in  it,  a  g‘reat 
quantity  of  coagulated  blood,  or  another 
child.  He  accordingly  introduced  his  hand 
into  the  womb,  and  felt  a  large  flefhy  fub- 
fiance,  adhering  to  the  left  fide  of  the 
Fundus ,  with  fmall  excrefcences  hanging 
from  it  like  teats.  At  firft,  he  was  afraid 
of  extracting  it,  left  it  fhould  be  followed 
by  a  mortal  haemorrhage  5  but  confidering 
that  a  dangerous  flooding  might  enfue 
from  the  Uterus  being  kept  thus  diftended, 
he  refolved  to  feparate  this  fubflance, 
which  did  not  come  away  without  confi- 

derable 
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derable  force,  and  weighed  near  two 
pounds,  being  of  the  texture  of  a  Polypus. 

As  he  defired  my  opinion  of  this  af¬ 
fair,  I  obferved  in  my  anfwer,  that  glan¬ 
dular  excrefcences  or  Polypufes  are  com¬ 
monly  attached  by  veffels,  and  could  not 
have  been  feparated  with  the  fingers :  the 
Placenta ,  when  left,  and  long  retained  in 
the  Uterus ,  is  comprefled  into  a  fchirrous 
hardnefs ;  that  the  nature  of  Molas  is  not 
yet  afcertained  ;  and  though,  fometimes, 
unaccountable  appearances  occur,  this  fub- 
ftance  feems  to  have  been  a  large  coagu- 
lum,  which  had  acquired  fuch  firmnefs  by 
pre fibre,  in  a  flooding  which  might  have 
happened  before  he  arrived. 

I  myfelf  had  extracted  as  large  coagula 
after  delivery,  though  of  a  loofer  texture  j 
but  thofe  formed  in  repeated  floodings, 
before  delivery,  are  more  folid,  and  afiume 
the  appearance  of  a  flefhy  fubftance. 

CASE  IV. 

* 

In  the  year  1753,  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  by  Mr.  Pinkftane,  who  informed  me, 
that  flie  had  been  much  weakened  with 
large  difcharges  from  the  Uterus,  at  firfl: 
fanguineous,  and  afterwards  of  a  brownifh 

colour. 
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colour,  and  foetid  fmell :  on  examining  in 
the  Vagina,  I  felt  the  Uterus  largely  ftretch- 
ed  with  little  or  no  neck,  and  a  little  above 
the  Pubis,  the  Abdomen  felt  like  one  in  the 
fixth  month  of  pregnancy.  The  Os  Uteri 
was  thin,  and  fo  much  open,  as  to  receive 
the  end  of  my  finger ;  and  I  found  a  fmall 
fubftance  like  a  Polypus  lying  loofe  within  it. 
Two  days  after,  being  again  called,  the  above 
gentleman  told  me,  that  the  woman  had 
fomething  like  pains ;  that  the  Os  Uteri 
was  more  open,  and  he  could  feel  the 
fubftance  adhering  to  the  Uterus  by  a  fmall 
neck.  This  was  really  the  cafe  ;  but  when 
he  prefied  on  the  Abdomen  to  keep  down 
the  Uterus,  I  felt  a  contraction  higher,  as 
if  the  neck  of  the  Polypus  adhered  to  ano¬ 
ther  round,  hard  fubftance,  much  larger 
and  higher  in  the  Uterus.  In  two  or  three 
days  more,  I  was  again  called,  and  in¬ 
formed,  he  had  hooked  down  the  Polypus 
with  his  finger,  through  the  Os  Uteri,  in¬ 
to  the  Vagina.  I  then  found  it  more  fen- 
iible,  adhering  to  a  larger  fubftance  ;  yet, 
at  no  time  did  I  perceive  any  difcharge  on 
my  finger.  She  was  aged  thirty- eight  years, 
had  been  married  about  a  year ;  and  al¬ 
though  regular  in  the  menftrual  difcharge, 

her 
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her  bignefs  gave  fome  fufpicion,  that  fhe 
might  be  with  child.  She  had  been  taken 
with  frequent  fickneffes  and  reachings  ; 
which,  about  fix  weeks  before  I  was  call¬ 
ed,  had  increafed,  and  fhe  was  every  now 
and  then  attacked*  with  violent  pains ; 
then  followed  the  large  difcharges,  which 
weakened  her  fo  much,  as  frequently  to 
throw  her  into  dangerous  faintings.  Every 
thing  neceffary  was  ordered,  as  to  diet  and 
medicine,  to  fupport  and  keep  up  her 
fhength ;  but  the  difcharge  was  fo  great, 
that  fhe  at  laft  funk  under  it  and  died. 
When  the  Abdomen  was  opened,  a  large 
quantity  of  brown ifh,  foetid  fluid  was  dis¬ 
charged,  and  a  tumor  appeared  at  the 
lower  part,  larger  than  a  child’s  head; 
which  we  took  firft  for  the  Uterus ;  and 
from  which  we,  with  great  difficulty,  fe- 
parated  the  Pcntcncewn,  Omentum  and  ln- 
tejlines  ;  all  thefe  adhering  fo  firmly  to 
one  another,  that  we  could  fcarce  diftin- 
guiffi,  and  feparate  them,  without  tearing 
the  parts.  Finding  we  could  not  be  in¬ 
formed  properly,  as  the  Uterus  lay  in  the 
Abdomen ,  all  was  carefully  differed  ;  and, 
when  taken  out,  we  found  this  large  tu- 
jmpr  was  not  the  womb.  We  then  endea¬ 
voured 
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voured  to  find  the  Ov'aria ,  and  Fallopian 
‘ Tubes ,  but  all  the  neighbouring  parts  ad¬ 
hered  all  round  fo  ftrongly,  that  there  was 
no  fuch  thing  to  be  difcovered.  Having 
dilated  the  fore-part  of  the  Vagina ,  we 
difcovered  the  little  Polypus  lying  in  it, 
about  the  bignefs  of  a  kidney-bean,  with 
a  ilender  neck  about  an  inch  long ;  and, 
opening  the  Os  Uteri,  we  perceived  a  little 
cavity  in  the  neck,  that  had  been  flretch- 
ed  by  the  Polypus,  which  it  contained. 
Tracing  farther,  we  found  the  cavity  of 
the  Fundus  Uteri,  to  our  great  furprize, 
no  larger  than  in  an  unimpregnated  date, 
and  the  neck  of  the  Polypus  adhering,  as 
we  thought,  to  a  round  hard  tumor,  that 
was  contained  in  the  fubftance  of  the  Uterus, 
on  the  left  fide  of  the  neck.  This  being 
diffedied  out,  feemed  to  be  one  of  the  glands 
increafed  to  the  fize  of  a  fmall  pullet’s  egg, 
covered  with  the  internal  membrane  of 
the  Uterus,  and  the  Polypus  adhered  only 
to  the  inlide  membrane,  and  not  to  the 
gland.  It  was  alfo  covered  by  the  Perito¬ 
naeum  on  the  left  fide,  and  when  cut  open, 
was  of  a  whitifh  folid  fubftance.  The 
polypus,  when  cut,  was  hotter,  and,  in  co¬ 
lour  and  confluence,  like  a  kidney.  We 

then 
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then  examined  the  large  tumor  at  firft  ta¬ 
ken  for  the  Uterus ,  which  was  of  a  livid 
colour*  and  full  of  the  fame  foetid  brown- 
ifh  fluid,  that  was  found  in  the  Abdomen. 
We  obferved  a  final l  opening  at  the  back 
part,  by  which  this  had  been  gradually 
difcharged  into  the  Abdomen ,  and  another 
opening  lower  down  through  the  ReBum, 
which  was  livid.  This  circumftance 
flie wed,  that  the  fluid  trickled  from  the 
tumor  into  the  Abdomen ,  and  from  thence, 
through  the  ReBum  and  Fundament ;  and 
not  from  the  Uterus  through  the  Vagina, 
as  had  been  imagined.  This  tumor  ap¬ 
peared  to  proceed  fr  om  the  Fundus  Uteri, 
and,  in  examining  more  narrowly  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  Uterus,  which  was  white, 
folid,  and  a  little  thicker  than  common, 
we  found  another  gland  near  as  big  as 
the  firflr,  and  a  little  above,  on  the  left 
fide  of  the  Fundus,  and  contained  alfo-  in 
the  fubftance  of  the  Uterus  3  but  when  we 
cut  open  this  gland,  it  was  grown  livid  on 
the  infide.  We  then  concluded,  that  it 
was  more  than  probable,  the  large  tumor 
was  originally  one  of  thefe  glands,  that 
had  increafed  gradually  as  the  others  3  that 
it  had  turn’d  cancerous  011  the  infide,  and 

8  had 
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had  been  gradually  ftretch’d  more  and  more, 
with  the  cancerous  fluid,  that  had  burfl: 
through ;  and  was  difcharged,  as  was  be¬ 
fore  obferved.  The  inflde  of  the  tumor 
was  full  of  little  hard  knots,  of  the  bignefs 
of  hempfeed,  and  the  coats  about  one 
eighth  of  an  inch  thick.  The  pain  was 
much  of  the  fame  kind  as  a  burning  heat, 
and  tearing,  attended  with  a  hedlic  fever, 
fyncopes,  a  low,  quick,  and  fometimes 
an  intermitting  pulfe.  Thefe  fymptoms, 
before  I  examined  the  Os  Uteri,  made  me 
imagine,  there  was  a  cancer  in  the  Uterus ; 
but,  finding  the  Os  Uteri  .  foft,  and  not 
fchirrous,  and  in  large,  hard  bumps,  as 
in  other  cafes,  when  cancerous,  I  was  at 
a  lofs  what  judgment  to  form  ;  though  I 
imagined,  it  was  more  probably  a  gland, 
or  Polypus ,  increafed  to  a  large  fize  in 
the  Uterus ,  and  turned  cancerous,  and 
that  the  fmall  Polypus  was  an  appendix 
from  that ;  and,  as  lire  had  fomething, 
every  now  and  then,  like  labour-pains, 
the  large  Polypus,  if  it  adhered  to  the 
Uterus  with  a  fmall  neck,  might  be  at 
laft  forced  down  into  the  Uterus,  and  taken 
off  by  a  ligature. 


CASE 
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CASE  V. 

#  * 

Communicated  by  Dr.  liar  vie. 

Dec.  1 757.  A  woman  who  had  bore 
feveral  children,  and  was  of  a  delicate  con- 
ftitution ;  about  the  age  of  forty-live,  began 
to  be  irregular  as  to  the  Catamenia.  Some¬ 
times  Ihe  had  frequent  returns,  and  at  other 
times  at  an  interval  of  two  or  three  months, 
and  generally  much  in  quantity;  always 
attended  with  more  orlefs  pain.  She  con¬ 
tinued  in  this  way  for  two  years,  when  fhe 
was  feized  with  violent  throbbing  pains 
above  the  left  groin,  and  had  no  reft  un- 
lefs  fhe  took  an  opiate.  A  large  quantity 
of  ferous  foetid  matter  began  to  be  dil- 
charged  from  the  Vagina ,  which  by  degrees 
brought  her  very  low.  She  had  confulted 
feveral  phyficians,  but  found  no  relief ;  at 
length,  I  was  fent  for  to  inform  her  phy¬ 
ficians  of  the  ftate  of  the  Uterus1.  Upon 
examining,  I  found  all  the  ljack  part  of 
the  Vagina  fill’d  up  with  a  large  hard  fub- 
ftance,  the  Os  Uteri  more  forward  then 
common,  with  large,  hard,  and  ragged 
lips;  from  which  the  d  oft  or  and  I  agreed, 
that  the  Uterus  was  fcirrhous  and  cance¬ 
rous.  She  now  alfo  had  great  pain  above 

the 
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the  left  groin,  which  we  fuppofed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  the  Ovaria  and  Ligaments  being 
alfo  affected.  She  made  water  with  great 
difficulty,  and  never  went  to  ft ool,  unlefs  by 
the  force  of  medicines.  She  had  now  no  in- 
termiffion  of  pain  but  by  Opium ,  which 
at  laft  was  increafed  to  thirty  grains  in 
twenty-four  hours.  For  feveral  months 
before  death  fhe  continued  in  this  deplora¬ 
ble  fituation.  I  was  afterwards  defired  to 
open  the  body,  and  found  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  thin  ichorous  matter  of  a  very 
offenfive  fmell  floating  amongft  the  InteJ- 
tines ,  th  ePeritoneeum,  the  external  coat  of  the 
Intejlines  was  eroded  every  where,  as  far 
as  the  matter  had  infinuated,  and  the  In- 
tejlines  every  where  adhering.  At  firfl:  I 
was  at  a  lofs  to  know  from  whence  this 
matter  came,  or  indeed  to  diftinguifli  one 
part  from  another :  But  upon  careful  in- 
l'pebtion  found  that  the  right  Ovarium  was 
fcirrhous,  one  end  of  which  had  formed 
into  a  large  abfcefs  and  broke.  The  Uterus 
was  a}fo  fcirrhous,  and  about  the  bignels 
of  a  gpofe-egg,  and  prefs’d  fo  clofe  to  the 
Pubis  that  no  part  of  the  bladder  could  be 
feen  :  The  infide  of  the  Uterus ,  when  open¬ 
ed,  was  wholly  ulcerated.  I  then  look’d 1 

-  for 
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for  the  left  Ovarium ,  but  not  finding  it  in 
Situ,  and  obferving  the  Uterus  thrown  clof- 
er  to  the  Pubis  then  might  be  expected 
from  its  bignefs ;  it  came  into  my  mind, 
that  it  might  have  fallen  down  behind  the 
Uterus,  which  accordingly  was  the  cafe,  the 
upper  end  of  it  lay’d  upon  the  laft  verte¬ 
bra  of  the  loins,  the  bulk  of  it  filling  up 
all  the  concave  part  of  the  Sacrum.  The 
length  of  this  Ovarium  was  five  inches  ;  in 
thicknefs  four  inches,  entirely  fcirrhous, 
although  it  was  not  attended  to  in  the  dif- 
fection,  yet  the  great  quantity  of  matter 
that  was  difcharged  from  the  Vagina  when 
the  patient  was  alive,  muft  have  been 
from  the  impofthumated  Ovarium  corod- 
ing  and  making  its  way  through  the  parts. 
Vide  Cafe  IV.  As  that  did  into  the  ReSium , 
which  prevented  an  afcites  in  the  Abdomen. 

Bonetus ,  in  his  Sepulchretum,  Lib.  III. 
Sect.  32.  Qbferv.  6,  8,  &c.  gives  feveral 
inftances  of  farcomatous  and  glandular 
tumors,  which  were  miftaken  for  the  Ute¬ 
rus,  until  the  contrary  appeared  upon  dif- 
feftion. 

Saviard,  Obferv.  XXXVI.  mentions  d 
woman,  who  imagined  herfelf  eleven 
months  gone  with  child.  The  Os  internum 

I  being 
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being  dilated  to  the  bignefs  of  a  crown, 
they  endeavoured  to  extract  the  extraneous 
body,  but  unfuccefsfully.  Since  her  ima¬ 
gining  herfelf  with  child,  fhe  had  every 
month,  a  very  confiderable  difcharge  of 
blood,  which  weakened  her  fo  much,  that 
fhe  died.  On  opening  her  body,  there 
was  found,  adhering  to  the  Fundus  Uteri , 
a  flefhy  mafs  of  the  bignefs  of  an  ox’s 
heart,  covered  with  a  membrane,  which 
feemed  a  continuation  of  that  of  the  Ute~ 
rus,  to  which  it  adhered  by  a  longifh  neck, 
fmaller  than  the  tumor.  There  was  a 
confiderable  cavity  found  in  it,  that  ex¬ 
tended  from  its  bafe  to  its  point,  into 
which  the  veins  emptied  themfelves,  and 
from  whence  the  monthly  haemorrhage 
flowed.  The  fubftance  of  it  was  glandu¬ 
lar  and  fchirrous,  and  its  point  gangrenous 
from  the  violence  in  the  extraction. 

Vide  M.  Lcvret's  Obfervations  fur  la  cure 
radicale  de  plufeurs  Polypes  de  la  Matrice , 
See.  Paris  1749. 

In  the  Philofoph.  FranfaSl.  No.  481. 
p.  285.  is  a  letter  from  Peter  Templeman , 
M.  D.  to  William  Battie ,  M.  D.  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians,  London , 
and  F.  R.  S.  concerning  a  Polypus  at  the 
heart,  and  a  fchirrous  tumor  in  the  Uterus. 

N  U  M  B. 
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N  U  M  B.  II.  C  A  S  E  I. 

<0f  the  Schirrus  and  Cancer  in  the 
Uterus  and  Vagina. 

In  the  year  1722,  I  affifted  in  opening 
the  body  of  a  woman  turned  of  feventys 
who  for  a  long  time  before  fhe  died,  had 
been  very  big  in  the  Abdomen,  and  fubject 
to  teachings  and  cholic  pains :  the  fir  ft 
diforderwas  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  wa¬ 
ter  contained  in  ciftufes,  and  the  other 
complaints  from  a  diftemperature  in  the 
fpleen  or  kidneys. 

The  adipofe  membrane  and  Omentum 
were  of  an  extraordinary  thicknefs.  The 
Uterus  was  almoft  as  big  as  a  child’s  head, 
and  feemed  very  folid  to  the  touch  :  when 
laid  open,  we  could  not  perceive  the  leaft 
appearance  of  a  cavity,  which,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  was  filled  up  by  the  increafe  and 
preffure  of  the  glands.  The  gall-bladder 
contained  about  twenty  ftones  of  different 
fizes ;  while  the  Ovaria  were  fmall  and 
ihrunk. 

CASE  II. 

Some  time  about  the  year  1734,  an  cld 
female  fervant  belonging  to  a  lady  in  the 
country,  died  in  a  very  emaciated  condi- 

I  2  tion  j 
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tion ;  her  belly  having  been  increafed  to 
an  enormous  fize.  The  Abdomen  had  be¬ 
gun  to  fwell  boon  after  the  Catamenia  ceaf- 
ed  to  flow,  and  as  it  increafed  to  a  confi- 
derable  bulk,  fhe  was  afflidted  with  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  breathing,  in  making  water,  and 
going  to  ftool.  Thcfe  complaints  increaf¬ 
ed,  in  proportion  to  the  augmentation  of 
the  belly,  particularly  the  difficulty  in 
breathing,  which  would  not  allow  her  to 
lie  in  bed,  except  when  fupported  by  pil¬ 
lows  :  though  fhe  wTas  eafier  when  up,  ef- 
pecially  when  fufpe tided  by  the  armpits. 
A  great  number  of  deobftruent  medicines 
were  adminiflred,  as  well  as  hydragogues, 
for  the  cafe  was  fuppofed  to  be  dropfical : 
but  every  thing  proved  ineffectual  :  and 
when  file  was  opened,  we  were  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  furprized  to  find  the  fwelling  proceed¬ 
ed  intirely  from  the  Uterus ,  which  when 
taken  out,  weighed  about  twelve  pounds. 
It  was  altogether  folid,  without  any  per¬ 
ceivable  cavity,  of  a  white  colour,  and 
firm  glandular  confiftence,  and  had  preffed 
upon  the  inteftines  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
about  four  inches  of  the  Hi um  were  mor¬ 
tified.  The  Ovaria  were  like  wife  much 
emaciated.  -  J 

CASE 
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CASE  III. 

When  I  opened  the  Abdomen  of  the  wo¬ 
man  mentioned  No.  II.  Cafe  I.  of  the 
VUIth  Colledtion,  I  found  the  Uterus 
nearly  as  large  as  that  defcribed  in  the 
firft  cafe  of  this  number,  but  the  furface, 
inftead  of  being  fmooth,  was  rendered 
unequal  by  large  indurations  as  hard  as  a 
cartilage :  the  Ovaria  were  affedled  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  feveral  fchirrofities  ap¬ 
peared  upon  the  Omentum:  The  cavity  of 
the  Uterus  was  irregular,  in  confequence 
of  thofe  indurated  dwellings,  the  interftices 
of  which  were  deeply  ulcerated  ;  the  Os 
Uteri  was  large,  unequal,  and  ftudded 
with  tumors  as  large  as  pigeons  eggs  ;  and 
the  Vagina  was  full  of  little  ulcers  with  cal¬ 
lous  lips. 

C  A.S  E  IV. 

I  was  lately  called  to  a  woman  about 
the  age  of  forty-five,  who  had  never  bore 
children  :  but,  for  ten  years  had  been  ir¬ 
regular  in  the  menftrual  difcharge,  and 
always  in  great  pains  before  its  appear¬ 
ance  j  fhe  had  likewife  been  affiidfed  with 
the  Fluor  Albus  in  great  quantity.  I  felt 
a  large,  hard  tumor  filling  up  all  the  back- 
part  of  the  Vi a  gin  a,  to  which  it  clofely  ad¬ 
hered  by  a  large  bafis  3  and  it  was  with 

I  3  difficulty 
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difficulty  I  could  feel  the  Os  Uteri  call  for- 
wards  towards  the  Pubes ,  and  ftudded 
with  large  indurated  fwellings,  from  which 
fhe  had  been  for  feveral  months  fubjedt  to 
excruciating  pains,  fo  as  to  be  obliged  to 
receive  a  glyfter  every  evening,  with  an 
opiate  after  its  operation.  She  had  like- 
wife,  from  time  to  time,  large  evacuations 
of  blood,  as  well  as  the  other  difcharge  in 
great  quantity,  often  of  a  brownilh  co¬ 
lour  and  very  foetid  fmell. 

I  have  knpwn  a  great  number  of  fuch 
cafes,  which  commonly  begin  at  the  time 
when  the  menftrual  difcharge  ceafes,  be¬ 
ing  oceaiioned  by  different  accidents  and 
irregularities ;  and  generally  prefcribe  ve- 
naefedtion  once  a  month,  and  fome  gentle 
laxative  once  or  twice  a  week,  by  which 
means  the  Uterus,  though  fchirrous,  is 
kept  in  a  Rate  of  indolence,  without  in¬ 
flammation  or  degenerating  into  a  con¬ 
firmed  cancer. 

N.  B.  The  above  patient  died  fince  the, 
cafe  was  fent  to  the  prefs. 
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COLLECTION  X. 

pf  complaints  proceeding  from  Uterine 

Gestation, 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  I. 

Of  Nausea,  Vomitings  and  Longings* 

Vide  Vol.  I.  Lib.  2.  Chap.  1. 

In  the  year  1746,  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man,  who  having  been  attacked  in  the 
fecond  month  of  her  firft  pregnancy,  with 
violent  Teachings  and  vomitings,  was  per- 
fuaded  by  fome  of  her  acquaintance  to 
take  a  vomit,  which,  they  fuppofed,  would 
remove  the  complaint.  She  accordingly 
took  twenty-five  grains  of  Ipecacuana, 
which  operated  upwards  and  downwards 
with  fuch  violence,  as  threw  her  into  con- 
vulfions  and  floodings,  and  when  I  came 
to  her  afiiftance,  fhe  was  extremely  low 
and  faint.  She  immediately  fwallowed 
fifteen  drops  of  Liquid  Laudanum  in  a  tea¬ 
cup  full  of  mint-water ;  and  I  prefcribed 
the  following  mixture  to  be  taken  occa- 
fionally, 

•  R  Tintt.  Rofar.  rub.  Laud.  Liquid.,  gutt. 
xv.  conf. .  Fracaft.  31].  M. 

and  between  whiles  a  little  burnt  claret. 
The  evacuations  foon  ceafed,  and  Are  en- 

I  4  joyed 
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joyed  tolerable  reft  that  night,  but  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  blood  returned  next  morning* 
and  pains  coming  on,  die  mifcarried  the. 
following  evening. 

CASE  II. 

—  *  ) 

In  about  four  months  after  this  acci¬ 
dent,  the  fame  woman  became  pregnant, 
and  being  again  attacked  with  ficknefs  at 
her  ftomach  and  Teachings,  in  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  Second  month,  I  was  called  to 
her  relief.  Finding  fhe  had  exceeded  the 
ufua!  period  of  her  Catamenia ,  about  a 
week,  I  ordered  eight  ounces  of  blood  to 
be  taken  from  her  arm,  and  fhe  was  im- 
mediately  relieved.  In  four  weeks  after 
this  evacuation,  the  reaching  began  to  re¬ 
turn  with  more  violence,  the  venae fe£t ion 
was  repeated,  and  the  complaint  abated  : 

fhe  was  twice  afterwards  blooded  at  the 

'  -  ••  ! 

interval  of  four  weeks,  with  the  fame  fuc- 
cefs,  and  happily  went  on  to  her  full  time: 
neverthelds,  though  tbefe  evacuations 
greatly  diminished  the  complaint,  it  in  a 
Small  degree  recurred  every  morning,  till 
the  middle  of  the  fifth  month. 

CASE  III. 

A  woman  Subject  to  nervous  complaints, 
was,  in,  the  Second  month  of  per  Second 

Pregi 
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pregnancy,  attacked  with  violent  Teach¬ 
ings,  for  which  fhe  underwent  gentle  eva¬ 
cuations,  and  took  draughts  with  the  neu¬ 
tral  falts,  to  no  purpofe.  The  complaint, 
however,  abated,  in  confequence  of  her 
going  into  the  country,  and  drinking  afles 
milk  for  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks :  but  when 
fhe  returned  to  town,  the  vomiting  re¬ 
curred  with  greater  violence,  and  fhe  mif- 
farried  in  the  fourth  month. 


CASE  IV. 


In  the  year  1730, 1  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man,  who  had  been  fuddenly  feized  with 
a  violent  cholic,  and  frequent  {framing, 
like  that  of  a  Tenefmus.  She  being  coftive, 
I  ordered  a  glyfter,  which  operated  feve- 
ral  times ;  but  the  {training  Hill  continu¬ 
ing,  I  gave  her  twenty  drops  of  liquid 
Laudanum ,  in  a  little  white- wine  whey. 
In  the  mean  time,  her  filter,  in  putting 
her  to  bed,  obferved  that  Hie  had  under¬ 
gone  a  large  di {charge  of  blood,  and  de¬ 
fined  me  to  examine.  I  was  not  a  little 
furprized  to  find  the  head  of  a  Foetus  forc¬ 
ed  down  in  the  Vagina ;  however,  I  help¬ 
ed  it  along,  and  the  Placenta  followed. 
This  might  be  in  the  fifth  month  of  preg- 

'  Vjt.  ;  .  »  r  O 


nancy, 
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nancy.  I  found  her  next  day,  in  a  fair 
way  of  recovery,  and  was  then  informed, 
that  fhe  had  been  privately  married,  and 
the  preceding  night,  in  order  to  conceal 
this  ftep,  had  eaten  heartily  of  a  difh, 
which  was  known  to  have  been  her  fa¬ 
vourite,  notwithftanding  a  Naufea ,  which 
threw  her  into  thofe  fevere  cholic  pains 
and  {trainings  that  accafioned  the  mifcar- 
riage. 

CASE  V. 

A  woman  who  had  bore  children,  been 
uncommonly  healthy  during  pregnancy, 
and  ufcd  to  banter  her  female  compani¬ 
ons,  on  account  of  their  antipathies  and 
longings,  was,  herfelf,  in  the  year  1753, 
when  four  months  gone  with  child,  one 
evening,  unaccountably  feized  with  a  long¬ 
ing  for  an  artichoak,  when  fhe  heard  them 
cried  in  the  flreet  ;  but  as  they  at  that 
time  fold  at  an  high  price,  fhe  refolved  to 
check  her  defire,  as  a  piece  of  foolifh  ex¬ 
travagance,  and  went  to  bed,  without 
having  indulged  her  appetite.  She  could 
not  deep,  however,  but  became  reftlefs 
and  anxious,  felt  a  craving  and uneafy  fen- 
fation  at  her  flomach,  and  could  think  of 
nothing,  but  the  pieafing  and  relifhing 
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difti  of  which  fhe  had  baulked  her  own 
inclination.  Towards  morning,  fhe  was 
attacked  by  violent  ipafmodic  contradtions 
in  her  bowels,  and  I  was  juft  called  in 
time,  to  receive  the  little  Foetus :  but  there 
was  no  difcharge  from  the  Uterus ;  fo  that 
I  knew  the  Placenta  ftill  adhered,  and  re* 
folved  to  wait  with  patience,  until  it  fhould 
be  difengaged  and  come  away  of  itfelf. 
Being  coftive,  fhe  received  a  glyfter,  after 
the  operation  of  which,  fhe  fwallowed  the 
following  draught,  to  be  repeated  every 
four  hours,  for  three  or  four  times. 

X 

R  Confetti.  Democrat.  3ij.  Aq.  Cinnamon.  Simp. 
gifi.  Spirit.  Syr.  Croci  a  51  j.  M. 

By  thefe  means,  fhe  obtained  reft  and  a 
plentiful  fweat ;  and  next  night  there  was 
a  fmall  difcharge  from  the  Uterus ,  fucceed- 
ed  by  after-pains,  which  difeharged  the  Se- 
cundines.  Vide  Lamotte}  Obferv.  43,  and  44^ 

NUMB.  II.  CASE  I. 

Of  obftruded  Urine  and  Costiveness. 

Being  called  to  a  woman,  who  in  her 
hrft  child,  had  a  total  obftruction  of  urine 
about  the  end  of  the  fourth  month,  I 
found  her  in  great  pain  from  a  diften- 

hon 

-» 
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lion  of  the  bladder  ;  for  the  fuppreffion 
had  continued  full  thirty  hours,  and  im¬ 
mediately  gave  her  eafe,  by  drawing  off 
the  urine  with  the  catheter.  For  feveral 
days  file  had  made  water  with  fome  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  but  a  very  little  at  a  time,  and 
when  I  examined,  I  felt  the  Uterus  lower 
down  than  ufual.  After  having  evacuated 
the  bladder,  I  ordered  her  to  be  blooded, 
and  a  glyfter  to  be  adminiftered,  as  Hie  was 
coftive.  Next  morning  I  found  her  in  the 
fame  condition  as  before,  flic  having  pa  fl¬ 
ed  no  urine  fince  the  catheter  was  ufed  s 

% 

I  again  examined  the  Hate  of  the  Uterus , 
and  felt  it  forced  ft  ill  lower  down  by  the 
preflure  of  the  over-charged  bladder  :  indeed 
it  was  fo  low,  that  I  could  feel  the  length 
of  the  neck  and  the  ftretching  of  the  Fun- 
dus,  which  feemed  to  fill  up  the  whole 
Pelvis :  I  likewife  examined  by  the  ReButn , 
when  finding  it  prefs  fhongly  againft  the 
Sacrum  as  well  as  the  Pubis  ;  and  feeling 
it  uncommonly  hot,  I  concluded  that  its 
whole  body  was  inflamed.  When  I  preffed 
my  finger  againft  the  Gs  Uteri,  fo'  as  to 


raife  it  up,  fome  of  the  urine  was  dis¬ 
charged,  but  this  being  in  fmall  quantity, 
I  was  fain  to  have  recourfe  to  the  catheter, 
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by  which  fhe  was  again  relieved  of  the 
pain  above  the  Pubes ,  though  the  hill  con¬ 
tinued  to  complain  of  great  pain  lower 
down  in  the  Pelvis.  She  had  a  quick 
pulfe,  accompanied  with  other  feverifh 
fymptoms,  for  which  blooding  was  re¬ 
peated  to  the  quantity  of  ten  ounces,  and 
as  the  glyfter  had  not  operated  according 
to  expectation,  I  prefcribed  a  folution  of 
Mann.  §i.  Sal.  Glauber.  3ij.  in  aq.  font  an. 
and  directed  that  the  glyfter  might  be  re¬ 
peated,  in  cafe  this  Haujtus  fhould  not  be¬ 
gin  to  operate  in  two  hours.  Next  day, 
I  was  called  again  to  evacuate  the  urine, 
and  found  that  the  draught  had  operated 
fever al  times ;  but  the  pains  in  the  Fa- 
gina  hill  continued,  together  with  the 
fever,  though  not  fo  high  as  the  preced¬ 
ing  day.  I  then  advifed  her  to  be  cupp’d 
and  bath’d,  by  which  means  her  com¬ 
plaints  abated  ;  yet  I  was  obliged  to  draw 
off  the  urine  once  in  twenty-four  hours, 
for  eleven  days,  before  ftie  could  pafs  it  in 
the  natural  way ;  and  then  (he  went  on 
to  her  full  time.  She  began  to  be  trou¬ 
bled  with  this  fuppreftion  about  the  fame 
time  in  her  next  pregnancy  ;  but  by  blood¬ 
ing  and  keeping  her  body  open,  it  was 

prevented 
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prevented  from  being  total.  I  have  had 
two  other  patients  troubled  with  the  fame 
complaint,  about  the  fame  period  of  gef- 
tation,  which  continued  fourteen  daysj 
and  was  overcome  by  the  fame  method  $ 
namely,  by  repeated  bloodings  and  gly- 
Iters,  together  with  the  afliftance  of  the 
catheter.  I  have  frequently  known  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  making  water,  happen  at  the 
end  of  the  fourth,  and  vanifh  about  the 
middle  of  the  fifth  month; 

CASE  II. 


I  was  lately  called  to  a  woman  in  the 
fifth  month  ;  and  felt  the  Fundus  Uteri 
forced  down  backwards,  to  the  lower  part 
of  the  Vagina ,  the  Os  Uteri  being  forward 
and  above  the  infide  of  the  left  groin; 
The  neck  and  under  part  of  the  bladder 
were  fo  prefled,  that  the  patient  had  not 
urined  for  feveral  days :  the  Vejica  was 
Ilretched  up  to  the  Scr obi  cuius  Cordis ,  and 
a  fluctuation  was  felt  as  in  an  Afcites* 
The  male  catheter  was  ufed,  becaufe  the 
other  was  too  fhort,  and  emptied  a  great 
quantity  of  urine  ;  fo  that  the  diftenfion  of 
the  Abdomen  confiderably  diminifhed. 

Next  day,  after  the  fame  operation,  flic 
mifcarried,  confequently  the  obftruftion 
2  was 


CASfiS  in  MIDWIFERY.  12? 

Was  removed :  but,  being  greatly  emaciated 
by  want  of  nourifhment,  die  was  in  two 
or  three  days  carried  off  by  a  Diarrhoea. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1746,  being  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  who  was  feized  with  labour-pains, 
and  a  fmall  degree  of  flooding  in  the  third 
month,  occafioned  by  a  violent  cTenefmus> 

I  ordered  fix  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken 
from  her  arm,  and  prefcribed  an  anodyne 
draught,  which  relieved  her  for  feverai 
hours-,  but  the  pains  returning,  fhe  foon 
mifcarried.  The  fame  accident  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  her  twice  before,  from  the  fame 
caufe  i  for  {he  was  naturally  very  coftive. 
She  no  fooner  fufpedled  herfelf  of  being 
with  child  again,  than  my  advice  was  de¬ 
manded  j  and  fhe  being  of  a  full  habit,  I 
prefcribed  venaefedtion  to  eight  ounces,  and 
a  laxative  glyfter  to  be  injedfed  immedi¬ 
ately.  Then  I  diredted  her  to  take  about 
three  drachms  of  the  EleSl .  Lenitiv.  every 
other  night,  to  live  chiefly  on  broths  and 
boiled  meats,  with  boiled  roots  and  greens, 
and  as  it  was  then  fummer,  to  eat  ripe 
fruits.  By  this  regimen,  her  body  was 
kept  open,  and  fhe  went  on  to  the  full 
time.  Vide  Lamotte,  Obferv,  LI.  et feq. 

NUMB. 
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N  U  M  B.  III.  CASE  I. 

Of  fwellings  of  the  ELemorrhoids,  Legs,' 
Thighs  and  Pudenda, 


In  the  year  1744,'  I  vifited  a  woman  in 
the  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  who 
was  very  much  affli6ted  with  coftivenefs 
and  hemorrhoidal  complaints,  to  which 
fhe  was  naturally  fubje£t.  At  this  time, 
however,  they  had  increafed  to  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  and  the  pain  was  fo  fevere,  that  fhe 
had  enjoyed  little  or  no  reft  for  feveral 
nights.  I  prefcribed  vensefedtion  to  the 
quantity  of  ten  ounces,  and  as  fhe  was 
averfe  to  a  glyfter,  ordered  a  bolus  confift- 
ing  of 

R  Flor.  Sulpb  3i.  Pulv.  e  chel.  cancror.  Simp] 
36.  Elect.  Lenitiv.  gi.  Syr.  Rof.  Solut.  q.  f. 

to  be  taken  at  bed-time,  in  fome  water- 
gruel  made  with  frefh  butter.  If  this 
iliould  not  operate  plentifully  next  morn¬ 
ing,  I  directed  it  to  be  reinforced  with 


Sal.  Glauber .  5 i j -  Manna  gi.  dilfolved  in 
water.  She  accordingly  took  both  pre- 
fcriptions,  in  confequence  of  which  Hie 
had  three  motions.  The  SphinBer  Am 
was  fo  fwelled,  inflamed  and  painful,  that  I 
thought  it  neceflary  to  foment  the  parts  with 
the  fteams  of  an  emollient  decoCtion, inwhicli 
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fome  Sal  Ammoniac  was  diflol  ved ,  with  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  fpirit  of  wine  and  vinegar.  Notwith- 
ffanding  thefe  applications,  the  pain,  fuell¬ 
ing,  and  fever  increafed,  and  being  afraid 
of  ufmg  fcarifications  or  leeches  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  her  condition,  without  farther  ad¬ 
vice,  I  defired  a  phyfician  might  be  called. 
He  ordered  a  repetition  of  vensefedtion, 
and  opening  medicines,  by  which  the  fever 
was  allayed ;  but  as  the  haemorrhoid al 
fwellings  did  not  fubfide,  we  ventured  to 
apply  leeches  to  the  parts,  about  five  ounces 
of  blood  were  difcharged,  and  the  fwelling 
immediately  fubfiding,  fhe  proceeded  hap¬ 
pily  to  the  full  time. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1744,  I  attended  a  woman, 
whofe  legs  had  begun  to  fwell  in  the  fe- 
venth  month  of  pregnancy,  and  this  fwell¬ 
ing,  which  was  of  the  leucophlegmatic  or 
anafarcous  kind,  continued  without  giving 
her  much  aifturhance,  till  the  middle  of 
the  ninth  month,  when  being  obliged  to 
walk  a  confiderable  way,  upon  feme  par¬ 
ticular  bufinefs,  fhe,  on  her  return  to  her 
own  home,  found  her  left  leg  and  thigh 
exceflively  fwelled  and  painful.  Indeed, 

K  when. 
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when  I  was  called,  I  began  to  fear  a  mor¬ 
tification  would  enfue,  for  the  fkin  ap¬ 
peared  of  a  livid  hue.  The  woman  being 
otherwife  of  a  Ifrong  and  healthy  confti- 
tution,  I  immediately  ordered  twelve 
ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  her 
arm ;  and  as  Die  was  coftive,  prefcribed  a 
purgative  glyfter,  which  operated  three 
times.  Her  leg  and  thigh  were  fomented 
with  a  deception  of  the  fame  nature  as 
that  deferibed  in  the  preceding  cafe ;  and 
as  the  pain  continued,  an  emollient  cata- 
plafm  was  applied  over  all  the  parts  af¬ 
fected.  She  enjoyed  little  reft  that  night, 
and  finding  her  fever,  pain  and  reftleflhefs 
remaining  next  morning,  I  ordered  her  to 
be  blooded  again  to  the  quantity  of  ten 
ounces  :  I  directed  her  to  take  draughts  with 
the  neutral  falls,  to  drink  plentifully  of 
an  emulfion  with  nitre,  and  continue  the 
ufe  of  the  fomentation  and  poultice.  Next 
day,  the  pain  and"  tenfion  were  a  little 
abated,  but  her  pulfe  being  ftill  quick,  Die 
was  again  blooded  to  the  quantity  of  eight 
ounces,  and  the  internal  medicines,  with 
the  external  applications,  continued.  By 
thefe  means  the  inflammation  was  car¬ 
ried  off  in  a  few  days,  and  in  a  little 

time 
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time  fhe  fell  into  labour,  and  was  fafely 
delivered. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1750,  a  woman  of  a  lax 
habit  of  body,  during  her  fir  ft  pregnancy, 
ran  into  the  extreme  of  being  too  abfte- 
mious,  and  drank  nothing  but  water.  In 
the  fourth  month  her  legs  began  to  fwell, 
and  when  I  was  called  in  the  feventh,  I 
found  not  only  her  legs  and  thighs  oede- 
matous,  but  alfo  the  Labia  Pudendi  fo 
much  fwelled,  that  ihe  could  not  walk. 
This  fwelling,  however,  fubfided,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  few  punctures  with  the 
point  of  a  lancet.  I  then  prefcribed  re¬ 
peated  dofes  of  the  ConfeBio  Cardiac  a,  and 
directed  her  to  drink  ftrong  beer  or  wine, 
inftead  of  fmall  beer  or  water.  By  thefe 
means,  (he  recovered  a  little  from  the  lan- 
guifhing  condition  in  which  fhe  was, 
though  the  fwellings  of  the  legs  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  ;  and  when  that  of  the  Labia  re¬ 
turned,  fo  as  to  prevent  her  taki ng  a  little 
exercife,  it  was  reduced  as  before  by  the 
punctures. 

In  this  manner  flie  went  on  in  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  to  the  end  of  the  eighth  month, 

K  2  when 
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when  fhe  was  taken  in  labour  and  though 
her  weaknefs  rendered  the  cafe  tedious, 
fhe  was  fafely  delivered  of  a  very  fmall 
child,  that  lived  fome  weeks.  She  reco¬ 
vered  tolerably  well  of  her  lying-in,  for  the 
firft  twenty  days,  and  the  oedematous 
fwellings  fubfided  :  but  her  conftitution 
having  been  fo  much  weakened  and  im¬ 
paired,  the  whole  furface  of  her  body  be¬ 
gan  to  be  puffed  up  with  an  anafarca. 
This  cafe  being  without  the  fphere  of 
pra&ice  to  which  I  had  confined  myfelf, 
I  defired  that  other  advice  might  be  ufed, 
notwithftanding  which,  the  difeafe  flill 
increafed,  and  carried  her  off  in  about  fix 
weeks  after  her  delivery.  Vide  Lamotte, 
Obferv.  45,  46,  47. 

N  U  M  B.  IV.  CASE  I. 

Of  pains  in  the  back,  belly,  fides,  toge¬ 
ther  with  vomitings  and  difficulty  in 
breathing  towards  the  end  of  preg¬ 
nancy. 

In  the  year  1744,  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  of  a  weak  and  lax  habit  of  body,  in 
tne  third  month  of  her  pregnancy,  who 
was  feized  with  violent  pains  in  her  back, 
and  a  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  Uterus 

but 
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but  before  I  arrived  Ihe  had  mifcarried.  I 
then  underflood  fhe  had  formerly  fuffered 
a  great  deal  from  violent  floodings  in  her 
fecond  pregnancy,  when  at  her  full  time, 
by  which  her  health  was  weakened  and 
impaired;  fince  that  misfortune,  fhe  had 
four  times  mifcarried  in  the  third  month, 
notwithflanding  her  having  been  blooded 
by  way  of  precaution,  which,  indeed,  fhe 
imagined  had  haflened  the  mifcarriage,  by 
throwing  her  into  fainting  fits,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  pains  in  the  back,  which  were 
always  the  fore-runners  of  flooding.  I 
advifed  her  to  go  to  Bath,  and  drink  the 
waters,  in  order  to  flrengthen  her  confli- 
tution  before  her  next  pregnancy  :  and  this 
expedient  had  the  defired  effeft ;  for  foon 
after  her  return,  fhe  became  pregnant, 
and  went  on  to  the  full  time. 

I  have  had  feveral  inflances  of  women 
of  a  lax  habit,  who  could  not  bear  eva¬ 
cuations,  but  mifcarried  in  confequence  of 
them. 

CASE  II. 

A  woman  of  a  flrong  and  healthy  con- 
flitution,  was  attacked,  in  the  fourth 
month  of  her  fecond  pregnancy,  with  a 
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violent  pain  in  her  back,  for  which  I  or¬ 
dered  ten  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from 
her  arm,  and  as  the  was  confhpated,  a  lax¬ 
ative  glyfter  to  be  injected.  By  thefe 
means,  the  violence  of  the  complaint  was 
abated  :  but,  next  day,  her  pulfe  continu¬ 
ing  quick  and  full,  the  venaefeclion  was 
repeated  to  the  quantity  of  eight  ounces, 
and  a  flrengthening  plafter  applied  to  the 
back.  Thefe  precautions  being  taken,  fhe 
proceeded  tolerably  well,  till  the  eighth 
month,  when  fhe  was  feized  with  ftretch- 
Ing  pains  in  the  Abdomen  and  fide.  I 
again  prefcribed  phlebotomy  to  the  amount 
of  eight  ounces,  and  directed  the  parts, 
affedted  to  be  frequently  anointed  with  po¬ 
matum.  By  which  means,  her  complaints 
were  relieved,  and  fhe  went  on  to  the  full 
time. 

She  had  mifcarried  in  the  third  month 
of  her  fir  ft  pregnancy,  negledting  the  pre¬ 
caution  of  being  blooded,  when  fine  was 
feized  with. pains  in  her  back,  and  other 
plethoric  complaints.  I  have  been  con- 
fulted  in  many  fuch  cafes,  and  always 
find,  that  women  of  a  full  habit  are  re¬ 
lieved  by  vensefection  at  any  time  of  preg¬ 
nancy.  ,  ,  ' 
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CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1747,  a  woman  was,  towards 
the  end  of  the  eighth  month  of  pregnan¬ 
cy,  attacked  with  vomitings,  and  a  diffi¬ 
culty  in  breathing,  which  increafed  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  file  could  not  lie  in  bed, 
but  was  fupported  by  pillows,  in  a  pofture 
between  lying  and  fitting ;  nor  could  fhe 
retain  either  folids  or  fluids  on  her  Ho¬ 
rn  ach.  I  was  called  about  the  middle  of 
the  ninth  month,  when  I  found  the  Ute¬ 
rus  ftretching  higher  up  than  is  ufual,  in 
the  Abdomen.  I  was  informed  that  fne 
had  nearly  the  fame  complaints,  though 
not  to  fuch  a  degree,  in  two  former  preg¬ 
nancies  ;  that  fine  feldom  went  abroad, 
took  little  or  no  exercife,  but  frequently 
lay  on  the  bed,  and  that  her  drefs  had 
been  always  loofe.  In  confequence  of 
thefe  hints  and  obfervations,  I  fuppofed 
that  her  complaints  proceeded  from  the 
preffure  of  the  Uterus,  and  ordered  fix 
ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  her 
arm.  I  likewife  preferibed  draughts  with 
the  neutral  halts  s  but  thefe  being  rejected 
by  the  ftomach,  I  direfted  about  half  a 
pint  of  ftrong  beef  broth  to  be  in  jetted 
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by  way  of  glyfter,  four  or  five  times  a 
day,  to  fupply  the  want  of  nourilhment 
by  the  mouth  ;  and  this  fuccedaneum  had 
the  defired  effedt.  Indeed,  I  diflolved  four 
grains  of  opium  in  the  two  firft  that  were 
ad  mini  fired,  in  order  to  prevent  their  be¬ 
ing  difcharged ;  but  when  the  inteftines 
were  emptied,  they  remained  without  the 
opium,  and  were  taken  up  by  the  abfor- 
bent  velfels. 

By  thefe  glyfters  fhe  was  effectually  nou- 
rifhed,  and  the  dyfpncea  relieved  by  fre¬ 
quently  taking  the  air  in  a  coach,  till  fhe 
arrived  at  the  full  time,  when  fhe  was  de¬ 
livered  of  a  fmall  weakly  child,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  water. 

In  her  next  pregnancy,  fhe  laced  tighter 
at  firft,  flackening  by  degrees,  as  fhe  en- 
creafed  in  bulk,  and  took  a  good  deal  of 
exercife,  by  which  precautions,  her  for¬ 
mer  complaints  were  prevented  from  re¬ 
turning. 

o 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1746,  I  attended  a  patient 
in  her  firft  labour,  who  was  of  a  Jeuco- 
phlegmatic  habit,  lived  in  an  indolent 
manner,  and  had  the  fame  complaints  that 

6  are 
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are  defcribed  in  the  preceding  cafe,  though 
not  to  fuch  a  violent  degree.  I  was  not 
called  until  fhe  was  in  labour,  which  prov¬ 
ed  very  tedious  from  her  weaknefs:  and 
I  advifed  her  to  take  more  exercife  if  ever 
fhe  fliould  be  pregnant  again.  About  two 
years  after  this  period,  I  was  fummoned 
again  ;  but  fhe  was  delivered  fome  hours 
before  I  reached  the  place  of  her  abode. 
Far  from  having  followed  my  advice,  I 
underftood  fhe  had  ailed  in  diametrical 
oppofition  to  it,  drelfed  in  a  loofe,  floven- 
ly  manner,  without  even  walking  in  her 
room,  but  rather  chofe,  towards  the  end 
of  her  pregnancy,  to  be  always  in  bed,  fup- 
ported  with  pillows:  the  dyfpncea  and 
Teachings  had  begun  fooner  than  in  her 
firft  pregnancy ;  and  lhe  feemed  to  be  in 
a  very  weak  and  dangerous  condition  :  for 
after  delivery  her  complaints  did  not  abate. 
I  advifed  thofe  who  were  prefent,  to  fend 
immediately  for  the  phyfician  of  the  fa¬ 
mily,  and  left  her  to  his  care  :  but  the 
Vis  Vitas  was  fo  much  exha  lifted,  that  the 
died  in  two  days.  As  for  the  child,  it 
had  been  dead  for  feveral  days  before  deli¬ 
very.  Vide  Lamotte,  Obfer-v.  50. 
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COLLECTION  XI. 

Of  difeafes  that  occur  at  other  times  as 
well  as  in  Uterine  Gestation. 

Vide  Lib.  2.  Ch.  2. 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  I. 

Of  Stones  or  Gravel  in  the  Kidneys 

or  Bladder. 

In  the  year  1 747,  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  the  feventh  month  of  her  fecond 
pregnancy,  who  had  been  feveral  years 
fubject  to  violent  gravel  pains  in  the  kid¬ 
neys,  from  which  divers  fmall  dones  had 
pafl'ed  into  the  bladder,  and  were  dif- 
charged  with  the  urine.  When  I  arrived, 
(he  was  in  great  torture  from  a  done, 
which  die  imagined,  had  flopt  in  the  right 
ureter ;  die  was  feized  with  violent  vomit¬ 
ings  and  drainings,  and  her  urine  being 
high-coloured,  I  was  afraid  of  a  mifcar- 
riage.  In  this  apprehenfion,  I  ordered 
ten  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  her 
arm,  a  glyder  to  be  adminidered,  and  af¬ 
ter  its  operation,  prefcribed  ten  grains  of 
Pil.  Mctthczi,  by  which  means,  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  pain  was  allayed,  and  in  a 
little  time,  the  done  pafl'ed  into  the  blad- 
der.  She  was  afterwards,  from  time  to 

time, 
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time,  fubjeft  to  pains  from  the  pafFage  of 
gravel,  but  not  to  fuch  a  violent  degree ; 
though  it  was  much  more  fevere  and  re¬ 
turned  more  frequently  during  pregnancy, 
than  at  other  times. 

CASE  II. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Archdeacon,  Sur¬ 
geon  at  St.  Neots,  in  a  letter  dated  Sept. 
19,  1747. 

One  Gibbs,  the  wife  of  a  coal-porter  in 
this  place,  had  long  complained  of  violent 
pain  in  the  bladder,  with  other  fymptoms 
of  a  Rone;  but  met  with  little  compaf- 
fion,  becaufe  fufpedted  of  idlenefs,  rather 
than  of  having  any  real  diforder.  She  af¬ 
terwards  proved  with  child,  and  endured 
great  torment  all  the  time  of  geftation, 
till  fhe  fell  in  labour,  when  the  midwife 
being  called,  was  furprized  to  find  a  hard 
body  prefenting  before  the  head  of  the 
child.  She  did  not  know  how  to  a6l  up¬ 
on  this  occafion,  but  the  patient’s  circum¬ 
stances  not  permitting  her  to  employ  a 
male  practitioner,  patience  was  the  only 
remedy  fhe  had  to  fupport  her  through  a 
long  and  painful  labour.  At  laft  the 
midwife  felt  Something  come  away, 

7  and 
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and  upon  examination,  found  it  was  a 
ftone  of  the  fhape  and  fize  of  a  goofe’s 
gizzard,  weighing  five  or  fix  ounces,  which 
ihe  afterwards  gave  to  dodtor  Waller  of 
Cambridge.  The  child  followed  immedi¬ 
ately  after  it  was  difcharged,  and  proved 
to  be  a  boy,  who  is  now  a  Blackfmith  in 
London,  about  twenty-eight  or  thirty  years 
of  age.  The  woman  recovered  very  well, 
but  was  troubled  with  an  involuntary 
emiflion  of  urine ;  fhe  afterwards  bore  a 
daughter  and  lived  feveral  years,  until  fhe 
was  fhot  by  accident,  at  a  gentleman’s 
houfe  in  this  town. 

In  Phil.  Lranf.  No.  202.  p.  817.  there 
is  a  paper  by  Dr.  Lhornas  Molineux,  giving 
three  cafes  of  young  girls  of  fix,  ten  and 
eleven  years  of  age,  from  whom  ft  ones 
were  extracted  by  dilating  the  Urethra  with¬ 
out  cutting,  although  at  the  laft,  the 
ftone  was  of  a  large  fize.  And  another 
paper  in  p.  818.  of  a  woman,  who  void¬ 
ed  a  hone  that  weighed  above  two  ounces 
and  a  quarter.  A  ftone  about  the  fame 
magnitude  was  voided  by  another  woman 
of  fixty-three  years  of  age,  as  attefted  by 
Dr.  Richard  Beard,  No.  178.  Vol.  V. 


There 
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There  is  alfo  a  paper  from  Dr.  Beak, 
No.  18.  p.  320.  describing  a  Hone  taken 
out  of  the  womb  of  a  woman,  by  inci- 
lion,  that  weighed  near  four  ounces. 

CASE  III. 

Bonetus ,  in  his  Sepulchretum ,  Book  III. 
Sedl.  38.  Obferv.  1.  relates  a  cafe  of  a  wo¬ 
man,  who  was  for  many  years  afflidted 
with  a  mod:  violent  pain  in  the  left  kid¬ 
ney,  and  though  fourteen  times  with  child, 
was  always  delivered  before  her  full  time, 
in  the  eighth  or  beginning  of  the  ninth 
month.  When  fhe  died,  he  opened  her, 
and  found  the  left  kidney  quite  wafted, 
the  right  kidney  was  very  much  fwelled, 
and  contained  a  very  large  ftone.- 

The  thirteenth  cafe,  was  that  of  a 
woman,  who  was  for  many  years  fubjedt 
to  convulfive  diforders  of  the  hyfteric 
kind,  which  were  more  violent  when  fhe 
was  with  child  ;  and  fhe  commonly  mif- 
carried  at  the  end  of  the  third  month, 
and  at  laft  died  of  an  apoplexy.  When 
fhe  was  opened,  contrary  to  his  expecta¬ 
tion,  the  womb  appeared  to  be  perfectly 
found,  and  he  could  find  nothing  about 
thofe  parts,  that  could  occafion  the  difor- 

der ; 
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der ;  but,  in  opening  the  head,  he  found 
a  large  quantity  of  water  lodged  in  the 
cavities  of  the  brain,  which  he  alledges 
was  the  occalion  of  thole  fpafmodic  pains 
and  diforders,  and  of  the  abortions  that 
followed. 

He  has  fever al  other  cafes  of  abortions, 
occafioned  by  feveral  other  caufes.  V tde 
Colletf.  XII.  of  this  book. 

NUMB.  II.  CASE  L 
Of  Hernias. 

In  the  year  1746,  I  was  befpoke  to  at¬ 
tend  a  patient  in  labour,  who  from  her 
infancy  had  been  troubled  with  a  fmall 
Hernia  in  her  left  groin  ;  which,  however, 
difappeared  in  the  fifth  month  of  her 
pregnancy.  As  it  ftill  continued  up  when 
labour  came  on,  I  directed  an  afiiftant  to 
prefs  her  fingers  on  the  part,  during  every 
pain,  to  prevent  it  from  being  over-ftrain- 
ed,  and  fine  was  fafely  delivered.  I  ex- 
pedled  the  Hernia  would  return  as  foon 
as  file  fhould  be  recovered  and  walk  about, 
becaufe  this  was  the  cafe  of  another  wo¬ 
man  nearly  in  the  fame  fituation,  though 
the  Hernia  was  larger  and  on  the  left  fide. 
I  was,  however,  agreeably  difappointed, 

for 
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for  it  has  not  yet  re-appeared,  although  1 
have  delivered  her  twice  fmce  that  period. 

CASE  II. 

I  delivered  a  woman  in  the  year  1727, 
who  had  been  afflicted  with  a  rupture  in 
the  left  groin,  during  the  whole  time  of 
uterine  geftation.  Though  fhe  could  re¬ 
duce  the  Hernia ,  it  was  forced  down  by 
every  pain,  and  gave  her  great  uneafinefs. 
The  labour  being  pretty  far  advanced 
when  I  arrived,  I  took  the  opportunity  of 
reducing  the  Hernia  upon  the  ceffation  of 
the  pain,  preffing  my  fingers  upon  the 
part,  and  directing  her  to  lie  on  her  left 
fide,  with  her  thigh  clofe  up  to  the  Abdo¬ 
men,  a  pofition,  which  favoured  its  keep¬ 
ing  up,  and  prevented  the  anguifh  which 
retarded  the  labour.  She  was  accordingly 
fafely  delivered,  and  when  the  recovered  of 
her  lying-in,  I  recommended  a  trufs,  by 
which  the  diforder  was  palliated. 

CASE  III, 

I  attended  a  patient,  who  after  a  for¬ 
mer  labour,  was  afflicted  with  an  Exom¬ 
phalos,  which  disappeared  in  the  eighth 
month  of  uterine  geftation,  but  returned 
after  delivery. 


CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1731, 1  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man,  who  had  felt  a  fwelling  gradually 
increafe  at  the  left  fide  of  the  Anus  ;  and 
this  tumor  difappeared  when  Ihe  was 
in  bed,  but  always  returned  in  the  day 
while  flie  was  a-foot.  This  Hernia  conti¬ 
nued  down  all  the  time  of  her  firft  labour, 
upon  which,  an  inflammation  and  ftran- 
gulation  of  the  inteftine  enfued,  fo  that  it 
could  not  be  reduced  as  ufual.  But,  as 
Ihe  had  a  large  difcharge  of  blood  after 
delivery,  and  the  parts  were  fomented  with 
difcutient  fomentations,  reinforced  writh 
warm  and  emollient  cataplafms,  the  ftric- 
ture  was  overcome,  and  the  Hernia  re¬ 
duced.  In  her  next  labour,  the  inteftine 
was  forced  down  by  the  pains,  which  had 
aifo  piifhed  down  the  membranes  with  the 
waters,  and  confiderably  opened  the  Os  in¬ 
ternum.  The  Hernia ,  however,  was  re¬ 
duced  by  opening  the  Os  externum ,  intro¬ 
ducing  my  hand  into  the  Vagina ,  and 
pufliing  the  inteftine  above  the  Os  Sacrum. 
By  this  operation  the  membranes  were 
broke,  the  waters  difcharged,  and  the 
head  being  forced  down  into  the  Pelvis, 
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kept  up  the  inteftine }  then  the  was  fafely 
delivered  without  undergoing  the  fame 
rifque  fhe  had  run  before. 

CASE  V. 

In  the  year  1746,  I  had  occafion  to  ex¬ 
amine  an  Hernia  of  the  fame  kind,  in  a 
woman,  who  about  two  years  before  I 
faw  her,  and  a  month  after  fhe  was  deli¬ 
vered  of  her  firft  child,  had  felt  a  fweil- 
ing  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Perinaum  and 
Anus ,  which  file  imputed  to  the  violence 
ufed  by  the  midwife  in  delivering  her. 
The  fweliing  increafed  confiderably,  hang¬ 
ing  down  in  the  day,  though  while  fhe 
was  in  bed,  fhe  could  gradually  thru  ft  it 
up  into  the  Pelvis ,  between  the  Vagina  and 
ReSlum,  by  introducing  two  fingers  into 
the  Vagina ,  and  pufhing  it  up,  until  fhe 
found  it  returned  into  the  Abdomen  5  but 
when  fhe  arofe,  it  always  relapfed.  About 
three  quarters  of  a  year  after  this  tumor 
firft  appeared,  fhe  conceived,  and  was 
feized  with  a  violent  cough,  which  forced 
down  the  inteftine  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  increafe  the  fweliing  to  the  fize  of  a 
man’s  fift.  As  fhe  augmented  in  bulk, 
file  found  greater  difficulty  in  reducing 

L  the 
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the  Hernia ,  though  the  reduction  became 
more  neceflary,  from  the  pain  occafioned 
by  the  preffure  of  the  Uterus  info  much, 
that  ilie  was  frequently  obliged  to  lie  down 
on  purpofe  to  effect  it.  About  five  weeks 
before  the  fell  in  labour,  the  tumor  in- 
creafed  to  fucli  a  degree,  that  fhe  could 
not  reduce  it  at  all}  and  thus  file  conti¬ 
nued  for  feveral  days  in  great  pain.  As 
fhe  had  been  an  out-patient  of  St.  George’s 
Horpital,  Dr.  Refs  fent  her  hufband  with 
a  meffage  to  me,  defiring,  that  I  would 
fend  one  of  my  pupils  to  her  affiftance. 
It  was  late  when  I  received  this  intimation, 
and  the  place  of  her  abode  being  at  a  di- 
ftance,  I  deli  red  Mr.  Tomkins  to  vifit  her, 
but  file  would  not  allow  him  to  examine 
the  tumor.  Next  morning,  I  accompa¬ 
nied  him  to  the  place,  and  found  her  in 
great  agony  :  the  part  was  livid,  and  all 
round  the  edge  of  the  fwelling,  of  a  fiery 
red  colour.  She  lay  on  her  fide,  and  when 
turned  upon  her  back,  for  the  convenience  of 
examining  the  tumor,  it  broke  in  the  middle 
where  the  fkin  was  thin,  and  where  there 
was  a  final i  fluctuation  underneath.  From 
the  opening  which  was  final!,  iffued  about 
a  {poonful  Oi  pus  mixed  with  blood,  and 

imme- 
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immediately  after  this  difcharge,  a  thin 
fluid  of  a  greyifli  colour,  to  the  quantity 
of  half  a  pint.  This  rupture  no  fooner 
happened*  than  the  patient  exclaimed,  that 
the  inteftine  was  gone  up,  and  that  fhe 
was  perfectly  free  from  the  pain,  which 
the  moment  before  had  been  fo  violent. 
We  were  very  much  alarmed  at  what  had 
happened,  becaufe  this  fluid  which  flill 
continued  to  flow  in  a  fmall  quantity,  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  contents  of  the  lleon ,  part 
of  which,  we  concluded,  muft  be  morti¬ 
fied.  She  being  coftive,  the  Colon  was 
emptied  by  a  glyfter,  a  pledget  applied  to 
the  aperture,  and  fhe  was  ordered  to  take 
no  other  fuftenance  but  foup,  made  of 
lean  mutton  or  beef*  She  recovered,  con¬ 
trary  to  our  expectation,  ’went  on  to  the 
full  time,  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Tomkins, 
and  fome  -months  after  her  delivery  called 
upon  me,  when  I  found  the  Hernia  had 
kept  up,  and  the  part  appeared  firm, 
though  a  little  ichor  continued  to  ouze 
from  the  fmall  orifice  :  fo  that,  I  ima¬ 
gined  the  inflamed  intefline  had  adhered 
to  the  neighbouring  Vifcera ,  after  the 
mortified  floughs  had  been  call:  off,  She 
was  frequently  troubled  with  violent 

L  2  pains. 
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pains,  and  great  vveaknefs  in  that  fide  of 
the  belly,  as  if  the  gut  was  become  nar-. 
row  and  contra£fed,  fo  as  to  hinder  the 
eafy  pafiage  of  the  Inge  ft  a.  In  about  five 
months  after  this  cure,  the  rupture  re¬ 
appeared,  in  confequence  of  her  over- 
if raining  at  a  wafh-tub,  and  fhe  being 
again  pregnant,  it  was  feveral  times  re¬ 
duced  by  one  of  my  pupils,  by  whom  fhe 
was  likewife  fafely  delivered. 

She  afterwards  fickened  of  the  finall- 
pox,  and  died. 

CASE  VI. 

Communicated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stubbs* 
of  Bedfordjhire ,  dated  Feb.  2.  175 2. 

He  was  called  to  a  woman  near  forty 
years  of  age,  in  labour  of  her  fil'd:  child, 
and  underftood  a  midwife  had  been  in 
waiting  ten  hours,  and  that  the  mem¬ 
branes  were  broke.  The  Vagina  and  Pel- 
vis  were  filled  up  by  a  tumor,  which,  at 
fir  lb  touch,  he  mifbook  for  the  head  or 
Nates  of  the  child ;  for  he  had  fcarce  room 
to  introduce  one  or  two  fingers  betwixt  it 
and  the  Pubis  :  but  opening  the  Os  exter¬ 
num, ,  and  pu  filing  up  this  tumor,  he  felt 
the  Os  Uteri  largely  dilated,  and  the  child’s 
head  refbing  againft  the  Pubis, 

He 
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He  withdrew  his  hand,  which  was  very 
much  cramped  and  preffed,  and  having 
relied  a  little,  and  confidered  the  nature 
of  the  tumor,  which  probably  proceeded 
from  the  inteftines  pufhed  down  at  the 
back-part  of  the  Vagina ,  he  again  infmu- 
ated  his  hand,  and  preffing  ftrongly  upon 
the  tumor,  it  was  reduced,  and  the  head 
immediately  defcended  into  the  Pelvis : 
then  it  was  delivered  by  the  forceps,  be- 
caufe  the  woman  was  weak,  and  both  mo¬ 
ther  and  child  did  well. 

>  , 

N  U  M  B.  III.  CASE  I. 

Of  an  Ascites  during  Pregnancy-. 

In  the  year  1747,  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  immediately  after  her  delivery,  who 
from  the  bignefs  that  remained,  imagined 
there  was  another  child  in  the  Uterus. 
Upon  examining  in  the  Vagina ,  I  could 
find  nothing  to  juftify  this  notion;  but  in 
the  Abdomen ,  which  was  very  large,  I 
plainly  felt  a  fluctuation  of  water.  This 
jncreafed  confiderably  after  fhe  recovered 
of  her  lying  in,  when  I  advifed  her  to 
confult  her  phylician  and  furgeon,  who, 
in  order  to  relieve  her  of  the  anguifh  pro- 
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ceeding  from  the  diftention  of  the  parts, 
tapped  her  feveral  times  before  fhe  died. 


CASE  II. 


It  will  be  unnecefiary  to  defcribe  parti¬ 
cular  cafes  of  the  Anafarca.  I  fhall  there¬ 
fore,  once  for  all,  obferve,  that  I  have 
been  called  to  feveral  patients  of  a  weak 
and  lax  habit,  and  found  the  cellular 


membrane  fwelled  over  the  whole  furface 
of  the  body.  By  the  method  prefcribed 
in  Colleft.  X,  No.  3.  Cafe  3.  all  of  them 
were  relieved  and  ftrengthened  before  deli¬ 
very,  except  one  woman,  who  after  deli-r 
very,  was,  from  exceffive  weaknefs,  car¬ 
ried  pff  by  an  iiniverfal  anafarca.  Vide 
Mauriceau,  Obferv .  81.  and  Medical  Ef~ 
fays  of  Edinburgh.  Vol.  V.  Page  642. 

An  account  of  an  Hydrops  Ovarii ,  by  Dr. 
J.  Douglas,  No.  30S.  p.  2317.  of  the  Phil. 
Tranf  A  woman, not  long  after  fhe  had  lain- 
in  of  her  fir  ft  child,  received  a  violent  blow 
upon  the  left  fide  of  her  belly  5  the  pain  abat¬ 
ed  in  twp  or  three  days,  but  returned  in  two 


months,  when  fhe  obferyed  that  hde  gra¬ 
dually  turn  bigger  than  the  other,  anc 
the  pains  increafed ;  but  in  three  month; 
after  fhe  was  firft  afflicted  with  them,  the) 
went  off,  when  fhe  turn’d  pregnant,  and  ha< 
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no  other  Symptom  than  what  is  common 
in  that  Rate,  only  She  was  much  bigger  than 
ordinary}  after  delivery,  the  Swelling  abat¬ 
ed  but  little.  In  about  a  year  after,  the 
again  conceived,  went  on  to  her  full  time, 
was  delivered  of  a  live  child,  but  was  fo 
weak,  that  Ihe  died  on  the  third  day. 
On  the  doctor’s  opening  the  Abdomen ,  there 
iiTued  out  a  vaft  quantity  of  filmy  vifcid 
water,  in  colour  and  confidence  very  much 
refembling  a  brown,  thick  and  ropy  Syrup, 
to  above  Sixteen  or  Seventeen  gallons,  which 
he  imagined,  was  contained  inaduplica- 
ture  of  the  Peritorueum ,  as  the  inteftines 
did  not  appear  :  but  after  examining  more 
narrowly,  he  found  that  the  thick  mem¬ 
brane,  including  the  waters,  could  be  Se¬ 
parated  from  the  Vifcera  and  Peritonaeum. 
This  bag  reached  from  the  Pubis  to  the 
Midriff }  and  from  the  left  region  of  the 
loins  to  the  right,  and  filled  up  the  whole 
cavity  of  th t  Abdomen,  dilbending  her  belly 
fo  far,  that  a  plate  could  eafily  lie  on  it, 
when  She  was  alive.  After  he  had  freed 
it  from  all  the  neighbouring  parts,  he 
found  it  adhered  infeparably  to  the  left 
P,dlct>ian  ‘ Tube  ;  and  that  it  was  nothing: 
but  the  membrane  of  the  Ovarium  thicken- 
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ed,  and  diftended  by  the  colledtion  of  the 
abovementioned  humor.  All  the  other  Vif- 
cera  in  the  Abdomen  were  found,  and  in 
their  natural  Rate. 

There  are  feveral  other  papers  of  fuclx 
cafes  in  Phil.  Pranf.  viz.  No.  140.  p.  1000. 
in  a  woman  opened  by  Dr.  Henry  Sampfon, 
the  left  Ovarium  was  increafed  to  fuch  a 
bignefs,  that  it,  and  the  fluid  contained, 
weighed  with  the  Uterus  that  was  but  light 
137  pounds.  Vide  No.  348.  p.  452. by  Dr. 
Hollings.  And  another  in  No.  381.  p.  8.  of 
a  dropfy  in  the  left  Ovarium,  of  a  woman 
of  fifty  eight  years  of  age,  cured  by  a 
large  incifion  made  in  the  fide  of  the  Ab¬ 
domen,  by  Dr.  Robert  Houjloun ,  who  relates 
the  following  particulars. 

A  woman  near  Glafgow,  in  her  laft  lying 
in,  at  forty-five  years  of  age,  fuffered  much 
from  her  midwife’s  feparating  and  pulling 
away  the  Placenta  with  too  great  vio¬ 
lence,  and  was  fo  fenfibly  affedted  with  a 
pain  which  then  feized  her  left  fide,  be¬ 
tween  the  navel  and  the  groin,  that  ever 
after  file  had  icarce  been  free  from  it,  but 
had  it  more  or  lefs  for  thirteen  years  to¬ 
gether.  That  part  of  the  Abdomen  in- 
preafed,  and  gradually  ilretched  to  a  great 

bulk. 
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bulk,  and  at  laft  drew  to  a  point,  when 
the  doftor  made  by  degrees  a  large  open¬ 
ing,  from  which  was  fir  ft  difcharged  a 
celatinous  fubftance,  and  then  about  nine 
quarts  of  fuch  matter  as  is  obferved  in 
fteatomatous  and  atheromatous  tumors, 
with  feveral  hydatides  of  various  fizes, 
containing  a  yellowifh  ferum,  and  feveral 
pieces  of  membranes  which  feemed  to  be 
parts  of  the  diftended  Ovarium.  After  this, 
he  ftitched  up  the  wound  with  three 
Hitches,  and  by  a  careful  management, 
the  woman  recovered,  and  lived  feveral 
years.  The  dodtor  fays,  it  plainly  ap¬ 
peared,  that  the  pain  arifing  from  the 
delivery  of  the  Placenta  and  its  continu¬ 
ing,  was  the  occafion  of  an  inflammation 
and  obftrudtion  of  that  part  of  the  Uterus 
and  neighbouring  parts  ;  and  feveral  wri¬ 
ters  corroborate  this  opinion,  as  Cypri- 
anus ,  ForreJluSt  Ruj,fch,  &c.  Others  have 
given  remarkable  cafes  of  drop  lies  of  the 
Ovarium  :  particularly  one  is  defcribed  by 
TDrelincourt ,  which  feem’d  to  be  nothing 
but  a  number  of  little  globules  cluttered 
together,  fome  containing  water,  exceed¬ 
ingly  clear  and  limpid  5  others,  a  yellow, 
thin  ferum  5  and  others  a'gain  a  glutinous 
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matter ;  fome  were  as  big  as  pullets  eggs, 
others  bigger  than  a  man’s  lift.  The  body 
of  the  Ovarium ,  with  its  contents,  weighed 
fixty  pounds.  Thefe  few,  out  of  many 

inftances  from  authors  of  undoubted  re- 

■ 

putation,  he  alledges,  fuffice  to  prove,  that 
the  Ovaria,  as  well  as  the  Fubce  Fallopian ce, 
ligaments,  and  Uterus  itfelf,  are  not  free 
from  dropfies,  &c.  and  that  they  are  ow¬ 
ing  to  obilrudtions,  often  occafioned  by 
rude  and  violent  dealings  with  women  in 
hard  labours.  In  No.  423.  p.  729.  is  a 
hmilar  cafe  from  Mr.  John  Belcher ;  and  in 
No.  466.  p.  223,  another  from  Dr.  Short, 

NUMB.  IV.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  Lues  Venerea. 

In  the  year  1741,  one  of  the  poor  wo¬ 
men  attended  by  my  pupils,  being  near 
the  full  time,  had  a  bubo  in  the  groin, 
and  her  throat  began  to  be  affected  with 
a  venereal  inflammation.  Poultices  were 
applied,  in  order  to  bring  the  tumor  to 
fuppuration  ;  and  fmall  dofes  of  calomel 
were  given  internally,  to  reftrain  the  in¬ 
fection,  until  flie  fliould  be  delivered. 

Thefe  methods Teemed  to  fucceedj  fhe  was 
fafely  delivered  of  a  male  child,  which  at 

firft. 
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flrft,  had  no  appearance  of  infection ;  but, 
in  about  eight  days,  the  Scrotum  and  Pe¬ 
nis  began  to  fwell,  inflame,  and  break  out 
in  little  ulcers,  the  whole  body  was  foon 
covered  with  venereal  blotches,  and  it  was 
attacked  by  a  cough,  which  deflrroyed  it 
in  three  weeks  after  it  was  born.  As  for 
the  mother,  the  bubo  was  brought  to  fup- 
puration  and  the  matter  difcharged,  and  I 
defigned  to  have  fent  her  to  an  hofpital 
for  the  cure  of  the  Lues,  as  foon  as  fhe 
fliould  be  in  a  condition  to  be  removed  j 
but  the  ulcers  in  her  throat  grew  worfe 
and  worfe  j  in  about  a  fortnight  after  de¬ 
livery,  her  lungs  were  afl'edted,  a  con- 
fumption  enfued,  and  death  was  the  con- 
fequence. 

It  is  obferved  in  general,  by  the  gentle- 
pien  who  have  frequent  opportunities  of 
falivating  pregnant  women  in  the  hofpi¬ 
tal,  that  it  is  performed  fafer  in  the  firft 
fix  or  feven  months  of  pregnancy,  than 
in  the  laft  two  or  three  months,  becaufe 
they  are  then  in  danger  of  being  deliverr 
.ed  at  the  heighth  of  the  falivation.  But 
that  they  are  lefs  fubjcct  to  mifcarry  in  the 
fifth  or  flxth  months,  than  in  the  firft 
four  months  j  that  women  ought  not  to 

undergo 
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undergo  a  falivation,  unlefs  the  difeafe  is 
like  to  prove  deftrudtive,  by  phagedenick 
ulcers  in  the  throat,  &c.  for  if  the  dif- 
eafe  can  be  palliated,  till  the  patient  is 
recovered  of  her  lying  in,  if  fhe  fuckles 
the  child,  and  is  then  falivated,  both 
fire  and  the  child  will  be  cured  with 
greater  fafety.  That  women  of  a  full 
habit  fhould  be  blooded,  live  abftemi- 
oufly,  and  take  opening  medicines,  be¬ 
fore  they  are  anointed  with  the  mercurial 
ointment :  alfo  if  the  Menfes  are  expedted, 
we  ought  to  wait  till  the  evacuation  is  over, 
either  in  thofe  that  are  not  pregnant,  or  in 
thofe  that  have  them  during  pregnancy. 

The  following  obfervations  are  from  Mau¬ 
ri  ceau,  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
pregnant  women,  affected  with  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe. 

m> * 

In  Obferv.  23.  p.  20.  He  gives  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  being  called  to  fee  a  young 
woman,  aged  twenty-two,  in  her  feventh 
month  of  pregnancy,  who  was  then  under 
a  salivation  f  or  the  Lues  Venerea ,  and  who 
fptt  near  three  quarts  a  day,  and  yet  was 
happily  delivered  at  the  full  time  of  a 
healthy  child* 

In 
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In  Obferv.  71.  p.  60.  He  mentions  his 
having  feen  fnch  a  cafe  as  the  former,  on¬ 
ly  the  patient  was  gone  with  child  but 
two  months  and  a  half,  and  a  moderate 
falivation  was  carried  on  for  a  month ; 
the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath  was  forbid,  and 
the  woman  was  at  laft  fafely  delivered  of 
a  healthy  child. 

In  Obfer'o.  100.  p.  83.  A  like  cafe  with 
the  former  is  mentioned,  with  a  remark, 
that  in  all  cafes  where  a  pregnant  woman 
is  infected  with  a  Lues  Venerea ,  it  is  fafelt 
and  propereft  to  falivate  them  in  the  ear¬ 
lier  months  of  pregnancy,  when  the  eva¬ 
cuation  will  lefs  affect  the  Foetus. 

N.B.  Two  other  cafes  are  mentioned, 
but  in  one  of  them  the  patient  had  only 
a  Gonorrhoea ,  which  though  not  cur’d,  did 
not  affedt  the  child,  and  in  the  other  cafe 
the  patient  was  only  fufpected  of  being 
pox’d. 


COL- 
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COLLECTION  XII. 

Of  Mifcarriage,  or  Delivery  before  the  full 
time.  Vide  Vol.  I.  Lib.  II.  Chap.  III. 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  L 

Of  what  may  oceafion  the  death  of  the 

Foetus  in  Utero. 

In  the  year  1746,  I  was  fent  for  to  A 
woman  near  the  full  time  of  her  fir  ft  preg¬ 
nancy,  who  imagined  fhe  was  in  labour  i 
but  I  found  the  Os  Uteri  clofe  fhut,  qnd 
Mpon  enquiring  more  minutely  into  the 
nature  of  her  complaints,  I  thought  they 
proceeded  rather  from  the  cholic  than  any 
tendency  to  labour  ;  and  fhe  told  me,  fhe 
had  not  felt  the  child  ftir  for  eight  or  ten 
days.  I  ordered  her  to  be  blooded,  and 
the  inteftines  emptied  by  a  glyfter,  and 
thefe  evacuations,  together  with  an  opiate, 
carried  off  the  pains.  In  five  or  fix  days, 
I  was  called  again,  and  found  the  Or  Uteri 
largely  open,  the  pains  ftrong  and  fre¬ 
quent,  and  though  the  cafe  was  tedious, 
fhe  was  fafely  delivered. 

The  whole  body  of  the  child,  together 
with  the  Funis ,  was  livid  ;  and  this  laft, 
which  was  ten  hand-breadths  long,  had 
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a  knot  in  the  middle  tight  drawn,  that 
part  which  had  pafied  through  the  noofe 
being  fmall,  and  the  reft  very  much  fwell- 
ed.  The  child  feemed  to  have  been  dead 
about  fourteen  days,  and  the  death, 
doubtlefs,  proceeded  from  the  knot’s  be¬ 
ing  drawn  fo  tight,  as  to  obftrudt  the  cir¬ 
culation. 

I  was  concerned  in  another  cafe,  where 
there  was  a  knot  upon  a  long  Funis ,  yet 
not  fo  clofe  drawn,  but  that  the  child  was 
alive. 

CASE  II. 

I  once  delivered  a  woman  of  a  dead 
child,  round  whofe  neck  the  Funis  had 
formed  a  kind  of  noofe  or  knot:  yet  its 
death  feemed  rather  to  proceed  from  a 
hurt  in  the  delivery  ;  for  the  arm  prefent- 
ed,  and  the  child  being  brought  footling, 
I  found  more  difficulty  than  ufual  in  de¬ 
livering  the  head. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1747, 1  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  labour,  and  felt  the  Os  Uteri  back¬ 
wards  towards  the  Sacrum,  and  a  little 
open,  though  I  could  feel  no  waters. 
The  head  preffed  down  the  Uterus  before 

it 
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it  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pubis,  and  I 
felt  fomething  unequal,  like  a  long,  flat 
fubftance,  between  the  Uterus  and  globu¬ 
lar  part  of  the  head.  This,  upon  deli¬ 
very,  appeared  to  be  about  two  inches  of  the 
Funis  prefled  flat  and  mortified  ;  and  the 
child  feemed  to  have  been  dead  for  fome 
days. 

CASE  IV. 

Another  child  which  prefented  with  the 
arm,  I  delivered  footling,  and  found  the 
Funis  wound  three  times  round  the  necks 
which  at  the  Abdomen  was  drawn  very 
final!,  and  flattened.  This,  no  doubt,  was 
fatal  to  the  child,  who  had  been  dead 
many  days. 

CASE  V. 

In  the  year  1749,  I  delivered  a  woman, 
who,  about  fourteen  days  before,  had 
been  excefiively  frightened  at  the  fecond 
fliock  of  the  earthquake  which  happened 
in  London.  In  the  inftant  of  her  terror, 
Ihe  felt  the  child  bound  furprizingly  in 
her  womb,  a  tremulous  motion  enfued, 
and  after  that  minute  fhe  never  felt  it 
ftir.  She  was  taken  with  a  vomiting  and 
purging  in  the  eighth  month,  which 
brought  on  the  labour  pains,  and  deli¬ 
vered 
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vered  her  of  the  child,  which  was  intirely 
mortified.  The  Cuticula  was  eafily  ftript 
off,  the  Abdomen  fwelled,  and  the  fcalp  and 
bones  were  loofe  and  pappy. 

I  have  attended  in  many  cafes  where 
much  the  fame  fymptoms  occurred  in  the 
three  or  four  laft  months  of  pregnancy, 
and  the  child  was  generally  dead,  though 
fometimes  it  chanced  to  be  alive.  Women 
often  mifcarry  about  the  fourteenth  or  fif¬ 
teenth  day,  after  accidents,  fevers,  excef- 
five  fatigue,  &c.  and  labour  is  commonly 
brought  on  by  fuper-purgation,  ficknefs 
and  reaching ;  and  fometimes  by  the  break¬ 
ing  of  the  membranes.  I  have  likewife 
known  many  women  mifcarry,  though 
nothing  extraordinary  had  happened,  and 
no  caufe  could  be  afligned  for  the  death 
of  the  child. 

CASE  VI. 

In  the  year  1743,  a  woman  five  months 
gone  with  child,  was  feized  with  violent 
pains  at  her  navel  and  flomach,  together 
with  a  continual  vomiting.  She  had  con¬ 
ceived  in  March,  and  in  Angnfi  was  taken 
with  a  pain  in  her  back,  from  a  drain  in 
lifting  a  heavy  pot.  About  a  month  after 
.  M  this 
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this  accident,  when  her  other  complaints 
began,  file  perceived  a  fluid  of  a  browniflt 
colour  and  mortified  fmell,  continually 
draining  from  the  Vagina ,  and  at  different 
times,  feveral  bones  of  the  fingers  and  toes 
of  a  child,  came  away.  Anodyne  draughts, 
epithems  and  opening  clyfters  were  admi- 
niftred,  to  eafe  the  pain  and  reftrain  the 
vomiting :  but  all  to  little  purpofe.  She 
became  gradually  emaciated,  being  worn 
out  with  pain,  want  of  reft  and  nourifh- 
ment :  for,  her  ftomach  would  retain  nei¬ 
ther  folios  nor  fluids.  To  remedy  this  de¬ 
feat,  recourfe  was  had  to  broth-glyfters, 
which  were  injedted  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  and  contributed  effectually  to  the 
fupport  of  her  ftrength  and  conftitution. 
When  the  fmall  bones  began  to  be  evacu¬ 
ated,  and  her  fymptoms  were  at  the  worth, 
a  male  catheter  had  been  introduced  with¬ 
in  the  Os  Uteri ,  but  could  not  pals  above 
an  inch  beyond  that  part,  and  nothing  but 
a  foft  fubftance  could  be  felt.  An  attempt 
was  alfo  unfuccefsfully  made  to  dilate  with 
long,  narrow- mouthed  forceps ;  and  in¬ 
jections  were  thrown  up  by  a  long,  llender 
pipe  made  for  the  purpofe,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  reached  but  a  very  little  way  within 

6  the 
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the  neck  of  the  womb.  At  length,  the 
anodyne  medicines  took  effedt,  and  the 
nourifliing  glvflers  fucceeded  to  our  wilh. 
The  foft  parts  of  the  child  continued  to 
diffolve  and  come  away  in  form  of  a  ca¬ 
daverous  ichor,  till  the  month  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  when  this  evacuation  ceafed.  How¬ 
ever,  Ihe  had  feveral  flight  relapfes  till  the 
May  following,  when  flie  voided  by  the 
Anus ,  feveral  bones  of  the  Audi,  and  other 
large  bones  of  the  body,  the  cartilages  and 
fpungy  ends  of  which  were  difiolved, 
though  they  appeared  to  have  belonged  to 
a  Foetus  five  months  old.  During  this 
whole  time,  the  lips  of  the  Os  Fincce  were 
fmooth,  and  the  neck  of  the  Uterus  was 
long,  nor  had  flie  the  leaft  flooding,  un¬ 
til  three  months  after,  that  the  menftrual 
difcharge  returned.  This  was  her  firft 
pregnancy,  fince  which  flie  has  not  con¬ 
ceived  ;  and  what  is  very  remarkable  in 
the  cafe,  Ihe  never  had  pains  about  the 
Uterus ,  but  only  at  the  navel  and  Scrobi - 
cuius  Cordis  and  thefe  were  doubtlefs  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  bones  working  their  way  through 

the  womb  and  ReSium. 
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CASE  VII. 

About  the  fame  time,  another  woman 
who  had  formerly  bore  a  child,  and  was 
in  the  fifth  month  of  her  fecond  preg¬ 
nancy,  was  taken  with  a  flooding  which 
continued  fifteen  days,  at  the  end  of  which 
a  mortified  ichor  flowed  in  large  quantity 
for  the  fpace  of  three  weeks,  though  no 
bones  were  evacuated.  Some  time  after 
this  diforder,  fhe  recovered  her  ftrength, 
had  a  regular  difcharge  of  the  Menfes ,  con¬ 
ceived  again,  went  on  to  the  full  time,  and 
was  fafely  delivered.  As  in  the  former 
cafe,  part  of  the  bones  was  diffolved,  it  is 
probable  that  in  this,  there  was  a  total 
difiblution. 

* 

There  are  two  cafes  much  alike  in  the 
Philofoph.  Tranfadi.  the  firft  in  No.  229. 
p.  580.  by  Mr.  ‘James  Brodie ,  of  a  negroe 
woman,  about  the  feventh  month  of  her 
being  with  child,  whole  navel  impofhi- 
mated  and  broke  of  itfelf,  and  after  it  had 
voided  fome  quantity  of  ichorous  mat¬ 
ter,  whereby  fhe  had  fome  eafe,  the  dif¬ 
charge  ceafed.  In  about  a  month  after,  it 
impoflumated  again  to  a  much  greater 
degree  than  before  -y  a  furgeon  open¬ 
ed 
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ed  it  with  a  large  lancet,  and  after  dis¬ 
charging  a  great  quantity  of  thin  ichor* 
extracted  the  bones  of  the  Feet  us.  The 
woman  recovered,  and  had  a  child  after¬ 
ward. 

The  other  is  in  No.  461 .  p.  814.  by 
Dean.  Copping,  of  a  woman  who  went  with 
child  for  feven  years,  till  fhe  became  again 
pregnant,  and  proceeded  to  the  ninth 
month,  about  which  time  there  was  a  tu¬ 
mor  about  the  bignefs  of  a  goofe  egg,  an 
inch  and  a  half  above  the  Umbilicus ,  which 
broke  of  itfelf,  and  from  a  fmall  orifice, 
difeharged  a  ierous  fluid.  She  had  a  mid¬ 
wife  and  three  or  four  phyficians,  who 
gave  her  over :  file  therefore  fent  for  a 
butcher  ;  when  he  came,  an  elbow  of  the 
child  prefented  to  view  at  the  opening  of 
the  tumor  ;  and,  at  the  requefl:  of  the  wo¬ 
man  and  friends,  to  relieve  her,  he  made 
a  large  opening  both  above  and  below  the 
navel,  which  enabled  him  to  fix  his  fin¬ 
gers  below  the  jaw  of  the  Foetus  >  which 
he  eafily  extracted.  He  afterwards  ob- 
ferving  a  black  fubftance,  introduced 
his  hand  into  the  opening,  and  extracted 
piecemeal  the  bones  of  another  Foetus ,  and 
feveral  pieces  of  black  mortified  flefh. 

M  3  She 
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She  recovered,  and  was  able  to  purfue  her 
domeflic  affairs,  only  fhe  had  an  Exom¬ 
phalus  ever  after. 

No.  275.  p.  1000.  is  an  account  of  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Foetus  voided  by  the  na¬ 
vel,  feveral  weeks  after  a  midwife  had  de¬ 
livered  the  Secundines ,  which  fhe  took  for 
a  Mola  on  her  finding  no  child.  By  Mr. 
C.  Birbeck.  And  in  No.  302.  p.  2077. 
Sir  Ph.  Skipton  communicates  a  cafe  in 
which  part  of  the  bones  of  a  Foetus  were 
voided  through  an  impofthume  of  the 
groin. 

In  Phil.  Tranfadl.  No.  243.  p.  292.  we 
read  of  a  woman  who  was  delivered  of  a 
child,  and  continued  indifferently  well  for 
two  or  three  days  after ;  then  new  pains 
came  upon  her,  and  for  three  weeks  toge¬ 
ther,  there  came  from  her  daily  fome  quan¬ 
tity  of  corruption,  with  pieces  of  flefh 
and  fkin  ;  and  fhe  continued  dangeroufly 
ill  for  about  eight  weeks,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  fine  was  relieved. 

After  two  years,  fhe  began  to  breed 
again,  had  three  children  in  three  years 
following ;  all  which  were  drawn  from  her 
by  violence.  During  her  lying-in  with  the 
laff  of  thefe  three  children,  fome  bones  of 
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a  Fatus  came  from  her  5  after  this,  divers 
other  bones  came  away  with  her  Catame¬ 
nia,  and  feveral,  amongft  which  were 
fundry  parts  of  the  fkull,  and  fome  of  the 
larger  bones  of  the  body  of  a  Foetus,  work¬ 
ed  their  way,  by  degrees,  through  the 
flefh,  above  the  Os  Pubis.  The  woman 
was  alive  feveral  years  after. 

Dr.  Ch.  Morely ,  in  Phil.  “Tranf.  No.  227. 
p.  486;  defcribes  the  cafe  of  a  woman, 
who,  after  having  had  children,  being 
again  pregnant,  was  invaded  with  the 
expe£ted  labour  pains,  which  in  a  few 
days  went  off;  but  the  tumor  in  the  Ab¬ 
domen  remained.  She  returned  to  her  ufu- 
al  employ,  continuing  for  more  than  a 
year,  without  being  freed  from  her  bur¬ 
then.  At  laft  a  bone  was  difcharged,  not 
through  the  uterine  paffage,  but  by  the 
Anus ;  and,  after  fome  interval  of  time, 
many  other  bones  were  in  like  manner 
evacuated;  for  fo  long  as  the  woman  had 
exceeded  her  due  time  of  geftation,  fo  long 
was  flie  in  difcharging  the  bones  by  ftool, 
which  were  all  kept  in  a  box,  in  which 
they  appeared  fo  numerous  and  with  fo 
many  diftinft  fkulls,  as  might  induce  every 
one  to  believe  that  three  Fatufes  had  lain 

M  4  fo 
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fo  long  burled  in  the  Uterus.  The  woman 
did  well,  but  two  years  after  riding  to 
fome  diftance,  the  wound  was  broken  open 
again  by  the  violent  fhaking  of  the  horfe, 
of  which  rupture  hie  expired. 

Mr.  Bernard  Shiver,  in  Phil.  Pranf.  No. 
385.  p.  172.  writes  of  a  woman  of  forty 
one  years  of  age,  who  conceived  in  July 

1720,  and  having  gone  feven  months  with 
child,  though  fometimes  hie  had  her  Men- 

Jes  in  a  fmali  quantity,  fhe  perceived  her 
belly  lelfen,  with  only  a  kind  of  preffure 
remaining  in  her  right  fide :  a  month  af¬ 
ter,  fhe  conceived  again,  and  in  December 

1721,  was  delivered  of  a  dead  female 
child,  of  a  proper  fize:  from  that  time 
fhe  kept  her  bed  till  June,  1724.  In  May 
happening  to  go  to  ftool,  fhe  felt  a  pain 
in  the  Anus,  as  if  the  Re  Bum  would  drop 
from  her  3  and  endeavouring  with  her  fin¬ 
gers  to  relieve  herfelf,  he  extracted  a  piece 
of  the  Cranium,  as  big  as  a  Swedijh  crown, 
and  at  the  fame  time  two  ribs  were  found 
in  the  clofe-ftool  j  and  fourteen  days  after, 
the  refi:  of  the  bones  were  voided  the  fame 
way,  of  an  excrementitious  colour.  The 
woman  did  afterwards  very  well,  and  was 

the 
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the  mother  of  three  children  5  fhe  alfo  had 
her  Menfes  naturally. 

In  the  Phil.  T’ranf  No.  477*  p.  529.  is 
a  letter  from  Mr.  James  Simon  to  the  Prefi- 
dent,  concerning  the  bones  of  a  Foetus  void¬ 
ed  per  Anum. 

A  curious  and  worthy  clergyman  of  the 
county  of  Armagh ,  fent  me  fome  time  ago 
a  parcel  of  bones  with  the  following  ac¬ 
count  of  them  ;  viz. 

Rofe  the  wife  of  Mortaugh  Mac  Cornwall, 
of  the  pari  (la  of  Fullylifh ,  barony  of  Clare, 
in  the  year  1741.  about  the  latter  end  of 
May,  or  the  beginning  of  June,  being  in 
the  37th  year  of  her  age,  and  mother  of 
feveral  children,  conceived  as  ufual  j  but 
in  two  or  three  days  after,  felt  an  ex- 
ceffive  unnatural  kind  of  pain  in  the  Ma¬ 
trix,  which  continued  with  frequent  faint- 
ings,  a  depraved  appetite  and  an  exceed¬ 
ing  great  weaknefs,  till  her  child  quicken¬ 
ed  ;  after  which  fhe  proceeded  reafonably 
well  in  her  pregnancy  to  the  end  of  nine 
months ;  and  then  her  child  was  alive,  and 
every  thing  right  as  the  midwife  thought.’ 
She  fell  in  labour,  which  lafted  with  pro¬ 
per  child-bearing  pains  for  twenty-four 
hours  j  but  could  not  be  delivered}  and 

her 
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her  labour  leaving  her,  the  child  was  no 
more  obferved  to  ftir.  In  a  month  after, 
her  labour  returned,  and  with  many  regu¬ 
lar  throes  continued  twenty-four  hours 
more ;  but  to  no  purpofe,  fave  the  clif- 
charging  of  fome  quantities  of  black  cor¬ 
rupted  clots  of  blood  ;  of  which  kind  alfo 
flie  threw  up  much  by  vomit  :  then  her 
labour  left  her  intirely  ;  and  foon  after, 
fhe  felt  the  decaying  of  the  flefh  of  her 
infant,  and  the  difcharge  thereof  both  at 
the  Matrix  and  Anus,  with  fo  putrid  and 
deadly  a  fmell,  as  was  extremely  naufeous 
both  to  herfelf  and  others  about  her.  Thus 
fhe  lived  for  upwards  of  twelve  months, 
and  at  that  period  her  pains  increafing  to 
excefs,  flie  began  the  difcharges  of  the 
bones,  which  to  the  number  of  eighty  and 
upwards,  fhe  voided  wholly  by  flool ;  four¬ 
teen  the  firfl  day,  and  two,  three  or  four 
at  a  time  afterwards,  for  the  fpace  of 
twelve  months,  or  more ;  with  mod:  in¬ 
tolerable  pains  at  the  voiding  of  each 
bone,  efpecially  a  broad  piece  of  the  fkull; 
fo  that  from  her  conception  to  the  day  of 
her  death,  which  was  the  fourth  of  April 
lad,  makes  up  near  four  years ;  during 
moil  of  which  time,  never  was  a  more 

cala- 
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calamitous  creature ;  for  three  years,  fcarce 
a  day  without  fuffering  moil  exquifite  tor¬ 
ture,  being  alfo  attended  with  frequent 
faintings,  a  continual  want  of  appetite, 
and  an  almoft  perpetual  loofenefs  ;  info- 
much,  that  it  is  miraculous  how  fhe  lived, 
not  eating  in  all  that  long  fpace  fo  much 
as  would  have  fuftained  a  fucking  child  j 
even  the  very  1  liquids  at  length  not  lying 
a  moment  on  her  ftomach  j  by  which 
means  fhe  became  quite  emaciated,  and 
difmal  to  look  at,  not  being  able  to  move 
from  one  pofture  to  another,  or  to  be 
moved  without  fainting  at  every  the  leaf!: 
touch  or  motion.  The  truth  of  all  which 
I  atteft  to  you,  as  I  receive  it,  partly 
from  the  poor  woman  herfelf,  and  partly 
from  my  wife,  who  vifited  her  frequently 
during  her  illnefs. 

In  the  fame  FranfaSliom,  No.  485.  p.  121. 
we  find  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fran.  Drake.,  bur¬ 
geon,  F.  R.  S.  to  Martin  Foulkes,  Efq;  con¬ 
cerning  the  bones  of  a  Foetus  difcharged 
through  an  ulcer  near  the  navel. 

Sir,  Tcrke,  June  22,  1 74  7. 

Having  a  call  from  hence  into  Lincoln - 
Jhire  lately  to  fee  a  patient,  the  apothecary 

who 
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who  attended  him,  informed  me,  amongft 
other  things,  of  an  extraordinary  cafe, 
which  had  happened  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood,  a  very  few  years  ago.  I  have  fince 
been  informed,  on  inquiry,  that  it  has 
not  as  yet  been  reprefented  to  the  Royal 
Society ;  and  therefore,  I  hope,  you  will 
do  me  the  honour  to  lay  this  account  of 
the  cafe  before  them.  r 

Jane  the  wife  of  Janies  Burman ,  la¬ 
bourer,  at  Scawby,  near  Brig  in  Lincoln - 
/ hire ,  was  about  twenty-nine  years  of  age 
when  Hie  married.  About  two  years  af¬ 
ter,  when  file  had  had  a  child  at  full  time, 
fhe  conceived  again,  and  went  regularly 
on  for  four  months.  She  then  got  a  fall, 
and  about  three  weeks  after,  felt  a  load  in 
her  belly  ;  which  continued  on  the  right 
fide  of  the  fame,  for  between  two  and 
three  years.  The  woman  then  grew  very 
big  of  another  child,  which  preffed  fo  much 
upon  the  lump  as  to  give  her  great  uneaft- 
nefs.  However,  die  went  on  to  her  time 
with  her  double  burden,  and  three  years 
and  a  quarter  after  the  accidental  fall,  die 
was  delivered  of  a  live  child  at  full  growth : 
from  which  time,  die  grew  worfe  and 
worfe,  with  violent  pain  about  the  navel, 

and 
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and  an  inflamed  tumor  appeared  near  the 
part.  Upon  application  to  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  furgeon,  fomentations  were  ufed,  which 
produced  a  fuppuration  at  a  fmall  breach 
near  the  navel.  The  furgeon  did  not 
know  what  to  make  of  this  fwelling,  and 
therefoie  did  not  venture  to  enlarge  the 
orifice ;  but  it  continued  difcharging  a  fe¬ 
tid  purulent  matter  for  three  or  four 
months  longer.  About  a  year  or  more 
after  her  laid:  delivery,  the  woman  was 
fuddenly  feized  in  the  night-time,  and  a 
hardifh  mafs  of  flefh  feemingly  about  eight 
inches  long,  was  difcharged  through  the 
old  opening  in  her  belly.  The  lump  was 
rather  thicker  than  an  ordinary  man’s 
wrift,  and  being  opened  contained  all  the 
bones  of  a  Fcetus  of  about  four  months 
growth.  At  this  time  the  woman  was 
much  emaciated,  occafioned  by  the  large 
difcharge  of  Pus  from  the  wound;  and 
what  was  much  more  extraordinary,  what¬ 
ever  Ihe  eat  or  drank  came  half  digefted 
through  the  opening ;  white  bread,  or  bet¬ 
ter  diet,  came  through  in  that  manner,  but 
coarfe  rye  bread,  or  fuch  like,  were  not 
digefted  at  all ;  for  which  reafon,  the  poor 
woman  muft  inevitably  have  periihed,  had 

ihe 
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fhe  not  been  fupported  by  a  charitable  gen¬ 
tleman’s  family  in  the  village  with  diet  fit 
for  her  miferable  circumftances. 

She  continued  to  difcharge  her  excre¬ 
ment  in  this  manner  for  fix  months,  and 
then  that  fymptom  left  her-,  after  which 
the  ulcer  was  kept  open  other  fix  months, 
when  it  dried  up  of  itfelf  naturally,  with 
a  very  firm  but  fmall  cicatrix.  I  had  the 
curiofity  to  fee  this  woman,  and  Mr. 
Charlefworth ,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary  at 
Brig  fent  for  her.  She  appeared  hale, 
firong,  and  in  full  health.  I  had  the  above 
account  of  her  cafe  from  her  own  mouth, 
attefted  by  the  furgeon  who  attended  her. 
I  faw  the  bones  of  the  Fcetus  in  Mr.  Charlef- 
worth's  poffeffion,  perfectly  white,  and  I 
believe  not  one  wanting.  The  woman  fur¬ 
ther  '  told  me,  that  nine  months  after  the 
wound  was  healed,  fhe  was  delivered  of 
another  live  child  at  full  time,  but  with 
great  difficulty.  The  whole  time  that  the 
bones  of  the  Foetus  may  befuppofed  to  have 
lain  in  the  woman’s  belly,  was  about  four 
years  and  a  half.  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  drawn 
up  the  account  as  well  as  I  can,  but  very 
inaccurately.  I  have  purpofely  omitted 
terms  of  art,  in  order  to  make  myfelf  bet¬ 
ter 
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ter  underftood  by  thofe  who  are  not  furge- 
ons  or  anatomifts.  There  are  feveral  par¬ 
ticulars  in  the  account,  which  I  cannot 
reconcile  to  any  natural  laws  that  I  am 
acquainted  with.  However,  as  the  truth 
of  the  whole  is  inconteftable,  it  fhews 
moll  evidently,  what  wonderful  things  na¬ 
ture  can  do,  with  proper  affiftance. 

In,  No.  486.  p.  13 1.  is  related  a  cafe 
and  cure  of  a  woman  from  whom  a  Foetus 
was  extradled  that  had  been  lodged  in  one 
of  the  fallopian  tubes,  fent  from  Riga,  by 
Dr.  James  Mounfey . 

NUMB.  II. 

Of  Mifcarriages  proceeding  from  the  fepa- 
ration  of  the  Placenta,  and  a  diften- 
tion  of  the  Collum  and  Os  Uteri. 

i>  CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1751,  a  woman  in  the  fe« 
cond  month  of  her  fecond  pregnancy. 
Halting  out  of  bed  in  a  furprize,  felt  fome- 
thing  as  it  were  give  way,  and  inftantly 
mifcarried,  with  a  large  haemorrhage  that 
loon  ceafed. 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 

•  i  i 

In  the  year  1750.  I  was  about  nine 
o’clock  at  night  called  to  a  woman  three 
months  gone  with  child,  whom  I  had  for¬ 
merly  delivered.  In  the  morning  fhe  had 
been  feized  with  a  flooding  in  confequence 
of  a  fall  down  Hairs  upon  which  fhe  was 
put  to  bed,  blooded,  and  took  fome  tinc¬ 
ture  of  robes  with  Syr.  e  Meqonio ,  and 
the  difcharge  abated  a  little  ;  but  return¬ 
ing  with  greater  violence  in  the  evening, 
a  gentleman  of  the  profeffion,  who  lodged 
inthehoufe,  prefcrib’d  another  vensefeftion, 
together  with  flyptic  medicines,  fuch  as  the 
"Vinci.  Antiphthijic.  Alum  and  Sang.  Dracon . 
When  I  arrived,  fhe  was  exhaurted,  faint 
and  pale,  the  Os  Uteri  being  clofe,  though 
Hie  had  the  appearance  of  flight  pains, 
that  recurred  at  long  intervals.  As  the 
danger  feemed  prefiing,  and  all  the  com¬ 
mon  methods  had  been  tried,  without  fuc- 
cefs,  I  took  the  hint  from  Hoffman ,  and 
Huffed  the  Vagina  tight  with  fine  tow  dipt 
in  Oxycrate ,  which  immediately  ffopt  the 
difcharge :  I  then  prefcribed  an  anodyne 
draught,  with  five  drops  of  the  VinB. 

! Thebaic .  and  two  drachms  of  the  Syr.  de 
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Meconio,  and  directed  her  to  drink  fre¬ 
quently  of  chicken-broth.  She  dozed  a 
little,  and  between  her  dozings  had  every 
now  and  then  flight  pains,  though  the 
flooding  did  not  return.  Towards  morn¬ 
ing  the  pains  grew  fo  flrrong,  that  the  tow 
was  forced  through  the  Gs  externum ,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  abortion,  about  the  fize  of  a 
goofe  egg,  and  home  coagulated  blood.  I 
have  flnce  fuccefsfully  ufed  the  fame  me¬ 
thod  in  feveral  cafes  where  the  flooding 
was  violent.  Indeed  the  ftrong  preiTure  in 
the  Vagina  feems  to  dam  up  the  internal 
flooding,  which,  by  dilf ending  the  Uterus, 
brings  on  labour  pains. 

CASE  III. 

On  the  eighth  of  July  1744,  in  the 
evening,  a  woman  ten  weeks  gone  with 
child,  was  taken  with  flight  pains  and  a 
flooding.  The  Os  Uteri  wrould  hardly  ad¬ 
mit  the  tip  of  the  forefinger,  nor  did  the 
opening  increafe,  though  the  difcharge 
grew  more  violent  at  every  pain.  The 
patient  being  exhaufted  by  the  great  lofs 
of  blood,  was  directed  to  take  PH.  Matth. 
gr.  x.  in  confequence  of  which,  the  pains 
and  flooding  abated.  Towards  momma, 

N  fixe 
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Hie  enjoyed  fome  reft  and  fell  into  a  breath* 
ing  fweat,  and  next  day  was  much  eafier, 
her  pulfe  being  raifed,  and  the  difcharge 
having  acquired  a  pale  colour.  On  the 
tenth,  it  was  no  longer  of  a  red  hue,  and 
next  day  while  (lie  fat  on  the  pot,  making 
water,  the  Secundines  dipt  away  without 
pain,  the  membranes  having  been  broke* 
and  the  embrio  almoft  quite  diflolved. 

She  had  twice  before  mifcarried  in  the 
third  month,  and  in  fix  months  after  the 
laft  cf  the  two  mifcarriages,  conceiv’d  again. 
As  the  former  abortions  had  probably  been 
owing  to  a  coftive  conftitution  and  hard 
draining  at  ftool,  fhe  was  blooded  fix 
Weeks  after  conception,  and  the  fame  eva¬ 
cuation,  to  the  quantity  of  fix  or  eight 
•ounces,  twice  repeated,  at  the  interval  of  a 
month.  At  the  fame  time  fhe  was  diredled 
to  take  frequently  at  night,  EleB.  Lenithu 
3 ij.  or  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  01.  Amygdal.  d. 
mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  the  Syr , 
Violarum ,  fo  as  to  procure  an  eafy  pafiage 
every  day.  By  thele  means  file  held  out 
to  the  end  of  the  feventh  month,  when 
fhe  was  delivered  of  a  child  which  is  firill 
alive.'  In  the  fifth  week  of  her  next  preg¬ 
nancy,  file  was  blooded  to  the  quantity 

of 
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or  eight  ounces  :  but  neglecting  to  under¬ 
go  the  fame  evacuation  at  the  period  of 
another  month,  and  being  expofed  to  feme 
fevere  exercife,  the  was  taken  with  a  pain 
in  her  back,  of  which  fhe  was  relieved 
next  morning,  by  lohng  eight  ounces  of 
blood  from  the  arm.  However,  fhe  hap¬ 
pened  to  overftrain  herfelf  again,  and  the 
pain  returned  with  a  flooding,  which  oc- 
cafioned  a  mifearriage  in  the  4th  month. 

CASE  IV. 

In  April  1749,  I  was  called  to  a  gentle¬ 
woman  who  had  been  feveral  years  in  a 
bad  date  of  health,  occafioned  by  frequent 
collections  of  matter  fomewhere  about  the 
outfide  of  the  Uterus,  which  difeharging 
itfelf  into  the  Vagina,  flowed  from  thence 
in  large  quantities.  During  this  complaint 
flte  had  bore  three  children,  and  now  was 
feized  with  pains  about  the  Os  Pubis,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  difficulty  of  making  water 
and  in  going  to  ftool,  which  fire  imputed 
to  her  old  diforder.  She  had  felt  fome 
fymptoms  of  pregnancy,  fuch  as  heknefs 
and  reaching  in  the  morning,  but  as  the 
menffrual  difcharge  was  regular,  fhe  could 
not  think  herfelf  with  child,  Neverthe- 
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lei's,  the  pains  increafed,  and  flie  was  fud- 
denly  delivered  of  a  child  in  the  beginning 
of  the  fifth  month,  which,  though  not  above 
four  or  five  inches  long,  lived  fome  hours. 
The  Secundines  did  not  come  awav,  nor  was 
there  any  difcharge  of  blood  :  circumftances 
which  plainly  proved  that  the  Placenta  Hill 
firmly  adhered  to  the  Uterus  and  as  it 
was  impoflible  to  introduce  the  hand,  I 
thought  it  advifeable  to  leave  it  to  come 
away  of  itfelf,  efpecially  as  the  patient 
was  free  from  pain.  A  glyfter  was  admi- 
niftred,  after  the  operation  of  which,  fhe 
took  an  anodyne  draught  of  Aq.  Cinnarn . 
ten.  &  Syr.  de  Meconio,  and  enjoyed  good 
reft  that  night.  But  her  pulfe  being  ra¬ 
ther  too  low,  I  prefcribed  the  following 
draught  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day,  in 
order  to  quicken  the  circulation. 

R  Jq.  C'mnam.  ten.  ufl.  Pulv.  Contrayerv ,  comp . 

9i.  C  aft  or.  Sal.  volat .  fttccin.  dgr.  v.  Syr.  Croci. 

q.f.f.  Hauftus.  S viz.  qttaqy  bora  fumend. 

By  thefe  a  flight  fever  was  produced,  on 
the  fifth  day  a  flooding  began,  and  the 
Placenta  being  feparated  was  eafily  de¬ 
livered.  The  flooding  being  at  firft  pretty 
violent,  was  reftrained  by  repetitions  of 
the  anodyne  draught,  and  before  the  Se-. 

cundines 
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cundines  came  away,  fhe  received  a  glyfter 
every  night.  After  this  mifcarriage,  lhe 
enjoyed  a  better  Rate  of  health  than  before. 

CASE  V. 

In  December  1744,  an  unfortunate  wo¬ 
man  of  the  town,  mifcarried  in  the  fifth 
month,  and  the  midwife,  from  a  miftaken 
notion,  that  if  the  Placenta  is  not  imme¬ 
diately  delivered,  the  patient  muft  die,  had 
tried  to  pull  it  a  w  hy  with  fuch  force  as 
produced  a  violent  flooding,  of  which  fhe 
died. 

This  was  likewife  the  cafe  of  another 
woman,  who  being  delivered  in  the  feventh 
month,  died  inftantly  of  a  flooding,  occa- 
fioned  by  a  violent  feparation  of  the  Pla¬ 
centa.  Thefe  inflances  ought  effectually  to 
caution  pradlitioners  againfl  ufing  violence, 
either  when  the  Uterus  is  but  little  diftend- 
ed,  or  when  the  Placenta  adheres  too 
firmly  to  be  feparated  with  moderate  force. 

CASE  VI. 

In  the  year  1749,  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  four  months  gone  with  child,  on  the 
eleventh  day  after  the  eruption  of  the 
fmall-pox.  She  was  then  taken  with  pains, 
but,  being  delirious,  her  cafe  was  not  known 
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untill  the  nurfe  obferved  blood  upon  the 
cloaths.  I  found  the  Os  Uteri  conflderably 
opened,  and  the  difcharge  being  great,  anct 
attended  with  frequent  flrainings,  I  broke 
the  membranes  that  were  pufhed  down 
with  the  waters.  This  expedient  flayed  the 
flooding,  the  Foetus  was  foon  delivered, 
and  had  no  mark  of  the  fmall-pox,  and 
the  Secundines  came  away  in  two  hours. 
But  the  difcharge  had  funk  the  puflules, 
which  were  of  the  confluent  kind,  and 
could  not  be  raifed  again.  She  died  in  a, 
few  hours  after  the  miicarriage. 

In  the  German  Ephemerides,  Anni  Pri¬ 
sm,  L.  III.  p.  139.  there  is  an  account  of 
a  woman  who  had  the  fmall-pox  before 
fhe  was  delivered,  and  the  child  was  mark¬ 
ed  with  the  fame  difeafe. 

In  the  Phil.  Franf.  No.  493.  p.  233.-  is 
the  cafe  of  a  lady  who  was  delivered  of  a 
child,  on  whom  the  fmall  pox  appeared 
in  a  day  or  two  after  its  birth ;  drawn  up 
by  Cromwell  Mortimer,  M.  D. 

In  the  fame  FranfaSl.  No.  493.  p.  235. 
are  fome  accounts  of  the  Foetus  in  Utero, 
being  differently  affedled  by  the  fmall-pox. 
By  William  Watfon ,  F.RS.  alfo  at  No.  337. 
p.  165.  Vide  Lamotte,  Obfervaf.  129. 

CASE 
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CASE  VII. 

In  the  year  1741,  I  attended  a  woman 
who  was  very  much  weakened,  by  a  con- 
ftant  draining  of  blood  from  the  Uterus 
for  above  four  months,  which  had  begun 
two  months  after  conception.  I  found 
her  pulfe  low,  her  countenance  pale,  and 
the  whole  furface  of  her  body  affedted 
with  a  fmall  degree  of  an  Anafarca.  She 
was  directed  to  take  hartfhorn  jellies,  with 
ftrong  red  wine  •,  and  afterwards  being 
feized  with  labour-pains,  and  an  increafe 
of  the  flooding,  I  prefcribed  five  grains  of 
PiL  Matth.  which  were  repeated  every 
hour,  until  the  pains  and  violence  of  the 
flooding  abated.  The  Os  / Uteri  being 
open,  and  the  membranes  pufhed  down 
with  the  waters,  thefe  lift  were  pierced 
with  a  pair  of  fciflars,  and  the  waters  be-» 
ing  difcharged,  the  Uterus  contracted  fo  as 
that  its  veflels  no  longer  poured  forth  their 
contents,  and  came  in  contadt  with  the 
body  of  the  child,  which  was  delivered 
when  the  pains  returned.  About  one 
fourth  of  the  Placenta  was  then  emaciated, 
and  covered  with  clotted  blood,  which  had 
taken  the  form  of  a  white,  thick  mem- 
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brane,  and  lay  betwixt  it  and  the  Uterus  j 
while  the  reft  of  the  Placenta  was  plump 
red,  and  covered  with  the  frefti  grumes 
of  blood.  The  emaciated  part  had  been 
feparated  at  the  beginning  of  the  flood¬ 
ing,  and  the  other  in  the  time  of  delivery. 
The  child  was  alive,  but  very  fmall,  con- 
fidering  it  was  born  in  the  feventh  month. 

CASE  VIII. 

Communicated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jor¬ 
dan,  dated  at  Folkflone .  April  26,  1751. 

The  woman  was  four  months  gone  with 
child ;  had  been  troubled  with  a  flight 
flooding  at  times,  for  the  fpace  of  three 
weeks,  and  mifcarried  of  the  Foetus  about 
an  hour  before  Mr.  Jordan  arrived :  and 
he  underftood  that  the  Funis  had  feparated 
from  the  Placenta ,  and  come  along  with 
the  child. 

The  patient  was  low  and  faintifh,  hav¬ 
ing  been  very  much  fatigued  by  the  mid¬ 
wife’s  trying  to  extract  the  Secundines  : 
and  flie  had  bearing  pains  that  frequently 
recurred,  together  with  a  flight  flooding, 
which,  however,  was  very  inconflderable. 
He  directed  her  to  drink  frequently  a  lit¬ 
tle  caudle,  and  prefcribed,  an  opiate,  by 

wh  ich 
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which  her  fpirits  were  recruited,  and  the 
pains  for  the  prefent  removed :  but  thefe 
foon  returned  after  fhe  had  enjoyed  feme 
reft. 

Upon  examination,  he  found  part  of 
the  Placenta  in  the  Vagina ,  fo  that  the  Or 
Internum  was  kept  open:  and  that  part 
which  remained  in  the  Uterus  adhered  fo 
clofely  to  it,  that  he  could  not  feparate  it 
without  fome  difficulty.  Immediately  after 
this  reparation,  the  woman  was  eafed  of 
her  pain ;  but  fome  time  elapfed  before  fhe 
recovered  her  ftrength. 

Many  cafes  of  this  kind  have  occurred 
in  my  praftice. 

When  the  haemorrhage  was  altogether 
flayed,  or  continued  in  fmail  quantity  af¬ 
ter  the  delivery  of  the  Fcetus,  the  Secun- 
dines  commonly  were  expelled  by  the  after- 
pains.  But  when  the  woman’s  ftrength 
was  in  danger  of  being  impaired  by  the 
flooding,  I  always  endeavoured  to  bring 
them  away  with  my  fingers ;  and  when 
thefe  would  not  reach  them,  employed  the 
blunt  hook  for  the  fame  purpofe  :  nay, 
when  both  thefe  expedients  failed,  I  have 
reftrained  the  flooding  by  preferibing  opi¬ 
ates  from  time  to  time,  and  afterwards 

have 
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have  found  it  more  eafily  brought  away, 
if  it  did  not  come  of  itfelf. 

If  part  of  the  Placenta  is  come  down 
Into  the  Vagina ,  I  cautioufiy  avoid  fepa-* 
rating  it  from  what  remains  in  the  Uterus % 
becaufe  in  that  cafe  the  Os  Uteri  would 
contract  and  retain  it  for  a  longer  time* 
Whereas  the  Os  internum  is  kept  open  and 
irritated  by  the  protruded  part,  fo  as  to 
occafion  every  now  and  then  a  pain  which 
helps  to  feparate  and  force  down  the 
other. 

If  the  Placenta  lies  loofe,  though  kept 
up  by  the  contraction  of  the  Os  Uteri ,  and 
there  are  no  pains  to  force  it  down,  I  open 
the  Os  internum  fo  as  to  admit  two  fingers, 
and  bring  it  away  with  the  blunt  hook :  but 
even  this  method  has  failed,  and  a  draining 
has  continued  for  feveral  days.  I  have 
opened  the  Os  Externum  fo  as  to  introduce 
my  hand  into  the  Vagina ,  and  infinuating 
two  fingers  into  the  Uterus ,  have  feparated 
the  Adhefion.  Then,  if  I  could  not  pull 
down  the  Placenta  with  my  fingers,  I  have 
introduced  the  hook  along  them,  and 
turning  the  blunt  point  above  the  fe pa- 
fated  cake,  extracted  it,  without  further 
difficulty,  taking  care  all  the  time,  that 

tht 
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the  point  was  towards  the  Placenta ,  and 
did  not  touch  any  part  of  the  Uterus.  I 
have  tried  to  extraft  it  with  the  polypus- 
forceps,  but  feldom  effedled  the  extraction 
without  difficulty,  becaufe  this  inftrument 
takes  more  room,  and  is  not  fo  eafily  ma* 
naged, 

^  _ 

There  is  very  rarely  occafion  for  any 

affiftance  of  this  kind,  which  fliould  ne-a 
ver  be  ufed,  except  when  the  patient  is  in, 
danger  from  long,  continued  drainings, 

CASE  IX, 

Communicated  by  the  fame  gentleman. 

A  woman  about  five  months  gone  with 
child,  was  taken  ill  with  a  flight  flooding, 
which  was  reftrained  by  taking  eight  ounces 
of  blood  from  her  arm,  keeping  her  quiet 
in  bed,  and  giving  her  opiates  from  time 
to  time.  Yet,  on  the  leafl:  motion  the  dis¬ 
charge  returned,  and  in  about  five  or  fix 
days,  labour  coming  on,  flie  was  lafely 
delivered  of  the  Foetus  and  Secundines  by 
the  labour-pains ;  but  it  was  a  long  time 
before  fhe  recovered  her  ftrength. 


CASE 
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CASE  X. 

In  the  year  1729,  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  who  was  feized  with  a  pretty  large 
haemorrhage,  and  mifcarried  in  the  fifth 
month.  The  Funis  and  membranes  were 
expelled  at  the  fame  time,  but  the  Pla¬ 
centa  remained ;  and  though  the  difcharge 
abated,  a  draining  of  blood  continued  to 
weaken  her,  for  the  fpace  of  three  months 
after  her  mifcarriage,  when  I  was  called, 
and  found  her  pulfe  low,  her  countenance 
pale,  and  her  body  emaciated. 

Feeling  the  Os  Uteri  very  rigid,  but  fo 
open  as  to  admit  two  fingers  ■,  I  ordered 
her  to  be  laid  in  a  fupine  pofture  acrofs  the 
bed,  and  gradually  dilated  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num,  fo  as  to  introduce  my  whole  hand 
into  the  Vagina.  I  then  tried  to  dilate  the 
Os  Internum ,  but  without  fuccefs.  How¬ 
ever,  my  band  being  in  the  Vagina ,  I  could 
now  introduce  my  two  fingers  fo  as  to  feel 
the  Placenta,  which  was  ftrongly  com- 
prefied  by  the  Uterus  into  a  confidence  of 
a  fchirrous  fubftance,  about  the  fize  of  a 
large  walnut,  or  pigeon’s  egg.  This  I  fe- 
parated  all  round  with  my  fingers,  but  as 
I  could  not  bring  it  down,  1  introduced  a 
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long,  narrow  pointed  forceps,  which, 
however  did  not  fucceed  :  finally,  I  had 
recourfe  to  the  blunt-hook,  with  which  I 
brought  it  awray  in  three  feparate  pieces. 
The  draining  was  flopt,  the  woman  reco¬ 
vered,  and  afterwards  bore  children.  In 
this  cafe,  the  Placenta,  inftead  of  increas¬ 
ing  and  forming  a  Mola,  according  to  the 
notion  of  fome  old  writers,  was  fqueezed 
into  a  fmall,  round  compadt  fubftance,  al- 
moft  as  folid  as  a  cartilage. 

CASE  XI. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Hengefton ,  in  a  letter 
dated  at  Ipfwich ,  ‘Jan.  4.  1753. 

He  was  called  to  a  woman  in  the  four¬ 
teenth  w'eek  of  pregnancy,  found  her 
much  weakened  by  a  hooding,  and  was 
told  fhe  had  been  four  and  twenty  hours 
in  that  condition.  On  touching,  he  felt 
the  body  of  the  Uterus ,  almoft  even  with 
the  Os  Externum,  the  Os  Internum  forwards 
above  the  Pubis,  and  the  Fundus  Uteri  back¬ 
wards,  and  clofe  to  the.  lower  part  of  the 
Redlum  at  the  Os  Coccygis. 

The  woman  lying  on  her  fide,  he  di¬ 
lated  the  Os  Externum,  and  introducing  two 
fingers  into  the  Os  Internum,  which  was  a 

little 
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little  open,  broke  the  membranes,  in  hope 
that  by  diminilTiing  the  contents  of  the 
Uterus,  he  might  flay  the  haemorrhage  t 
but,  after,  having  waited  fifteen  minutes 
to  little  purpofe,  he  again  introduced  his 
band- into  the  Vagina,  and  with  his  thumb 
in  the  Os  Uteri ,  and  his  finger  preffed 
backwards  again!!  the  Fundus,  he  pulled 
down  the  fir  fir,  while  his  fingers  pufhed 
up  the  Fundus  above  the  Os  Sacrum ;  upon 
which  the  contents  of  the  womb  flipt  in¬ 
to  his  hand. 

The  patient  recovered,  but  laboured 
under  a  Prolapfus  Vagina,  occafionecl  by  a 
former  fevere  labour.  She  is  now  again 
with  child,  and  finding  the  Uterus  lying  in 
the  fame  pofition,  he  defires  my  advice,  in 
order  to  prevent  another  mifcarriage  from 
the  preternatural  lownefs  of  the  Fundus , 
which  he  apprehends  will  hinder  the  Ute¬ 
rus  from  ftretching. 

I  advifed  him  to  try  to  raife  the  Uterus 
higher,  and  keep  it  up  with  a  round  pef- 
fary,  or  rather  with  one  of  that  kind, 
which  have  necks,  and  are  kept  up  with 
ftraps,  tied  to  a  belt  that  goes  round  the 
woman’s  waifte.  Vide  Tab.  XXXVIII.  I 
like  wife  counfelled  him  to  bleed  her  by 

way 
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Way  of  preventing  a  flooding,  if  her  con- 
ftitution  can  bear  that  evacuation,  and  to 
keep  her  body  open,  *  ‘  - 

MauriceaUy  in  Obferv.  385.  defcribes  a 
mifcarriage  from  a  woman’s,  being  too 
touch  fiiaken  in  a  coach. 

April  1.  1685.  He  attended  a  woman 
who  had  mifcarried  an  hour  before,  of  a 
fmall  child  of  four  months,  which  he 
judged  from  its  corruption,  to  have  lain 
eight  or  nine  days  dead  in  the  womb,  be¬ 
fore  nature  of  itfelf  expelled  it.  The 
body  of  this  Foetus  being  very  fmall,  and 
quite  fhrivelled,  had  for  that  reafon,  very 
little  dilated  the  internal  orifice,  fo  that  he 
had  no  room  for  the  prefent  to  bring  away 
the  after-birth ;  and  therefore  left  it  to  na¬ 
ture,  which  did  the  bufinefs  twelve  hours 
after.  For  he  judged  it  better  to  do  fo* 
than  to  offer  violence  to  the  womb,  by  di¬ 
lating  fo  much  as  was  neceflary  for  ex¬ 
tracting  this  foreign  mafs.  This  misfor¬ 
tune  was  owing  to  the  woman’s  being  too 
much  fhaken  and  agitated,  by  always  ufing 
a  very  uneafy  coach. 

In  Obferv,  614.  March  1 6,  1691.  we  are 
told  he  delivered  a  woman  who  had  mifcar¬ 
ried  two  hours  before  of  a  Foetus  of  three 
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months,  which  had  been  dead  eight  of 
ten  days,  as  appeared  by  its  corruption. 
The  midwife,  for  want  of  fufficient  know-* 
ledge  in  her  buiinefs,  being  incapable  of 
bringing  away  the  after-birth,  fo  exceffive 
a  flooding  was  excited  by  its  retention  in 
the  womb,  that  the  woman  mult  have 
run  a  great  rifk  of  her  life,  if  he  had  not 
fpeedily  delivered  her  of  it,  and  fo  put  a 
flop  to  the  flooding  j  after  which  flie  did 
very  well. 

In  Obferv.  694.  we  find  he  delivered  a 
woman  of  the  after-birth  of  a  fill  all  Foetus  of 
two  months,  of  which  file  had  mifcarried 
three  hours  before,  without  any  manifefi: 
caufe  :  the  after-birth  being  retained  in  the 
womb  after  the  expulfionof  the  Foetus ,  occa- 
fioned  fuch  a  flooding,  that  the  woman 
had  feveral  times  fainting  fits,  from  which 
file  recovered  as  foon  as  he  had  delivered 
her  of  that  foreign-mafs ;  for  the  flux  then 
ceafed,  and  the  woman  did  very  well. 
This  was  the  eleventh  child  of  which  flie 
had  mifcarried. 

In  Obferv.  477-  April  1687.  He  fays,  he 
attended  a  woman  who  was  near  the  brink 
of  the  grave,  it  being  the  third  day  fince  flie 
had  mifcarried  of  a  child  of  four  months, 
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whofe  after- birth  was  left  intire  in  the 
womb ;  for  the  midwife  was  not  able  to 
deliver  her  of  it,  becaufe  of  the  great  dif¬ 
ficulty  fhe  found,  as  fhe  told  him.  Whence 
that  foreign  mafs,  there  remaining  for 
three  days,  had  caufed  a  prodigious  flood¬ 
ing  ;  and  as  nature  had  not  yet  expelled  it, 
there  was  no  hope  of  bringing  it 
away  but  by  violence,  becaufe  the  womb 
was  quite  clofed,  when  he  faw  the  woman. 
It  turned  at  length  to  a  moft  virulent  pu¬ 
trefaction,  which  caufed  a  continual  high 
fever,  with  two  or  three  exacerbations  every 
day,  accompanied  with  faintings  and  other 
fymptoms  ufual  on  thefe  occafions.  But 
for  all  thefe  diforders  and  a  bad  diarrhoea 
befides,  fhe  recovered  her  health,  after  a 
moft  grievous  and  troublefome  fit  of 
ficknefs  for  five  weeks.  He  had  fome 
years  before  attended  the  fame  woman, 
when  flie  was  extremely  ill  in  the  like 
manner,  after  another  mifcarriage,  where 
the  after-birth  had  been  like  wife  left  be¬ 
hind,  the  midwife  not  being  able  to  bring 
it  away,  and  it  was  expelled  by  fuppuration 
like  this  laft. 

In  Obf.  5 50. April  1689.  he  tells  us,  he  deli¬ 
vered  a  woman  of  a  male  infant,  five  months 
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and  a  half  grown,  who  was  Hill  alive,  though 
the  mother  had  laboured  under  a  moderate 
flux  of  blood,  which  was  almofl:  conti¬ 
nual,  for  the  fpace  of  two  months,  in- 
creafing  at  laft  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  ha¬ 
zard  an  abortion.  In  this  fituation  he  ad- 
vifecl  the  woman  to  keep  her  bed,  or  at 
leaft  her  chamber,  that  fo  fhe  might,  if 
pofiible,  preferve  her  great  belly  to  the 
end  of  the  term.  But,  inftead  of  hearken¬ 
ing  to  his  good  advice,  fhe  undertook  a 
journey  in  a  coach,  which  was  the  diredt 
way  to  deftroy  her  infant,  who  lived  but 
half  an  hour,  though  the  mother  was  as 
well  after  he  had  delivered  her,  as  if  fhe 
had  lain  in  at  the  end  of  the  natural  term. 

In  Obj.  292.  Nov.  7. 1681.  He  fays  he  at¬ 
tended  a  woman  who  had  mifcarried  of  a 
dead  child  in  the  fixth  month, by  being  jolted 
in  a  coach.  Twelve  or  fifteen  days  before 
this  accident,  fire  had  been  too  much 
fliaken  and  jumbled  on  the  road  in  travel¬ 
ing.  This  brought  upon  her,  pains  in  the 
belly,  which  lafled  all  that  time,  till  at  the 
end  her  waters  flowed  off  in  great  abun¬ 
dance  without  any  real  pain.  As  the  in¬ 
fant  presented  an  arm,  the  midwife  believ¬ 
ing  at  firit  fight  it  was  the  foot,  took  no 
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care,  but  drew  it  out  as  far  as  the  fhoul- 
der,  which  put  the  child  in  a  more  unna¬ 
tural  pofture  than  it  was  in  before.  In  this 
fituation  of  affairs,  being  ordered  to  at¬ 
tend  the  woman,  he  puffed  back  the  arm 
into  the  womb ;  but  all  the  waters  were 
entirely  run  off  the  day  before,  and  the 
orifice  of  the  womb  was  too  ftrait,  and 
too  dry  for  him  to  introduce  his  hand 
without  violence,  in  order  to  turn  the 
child.  He  judged  it  more  prudent  to  truft 
nature  with  the  expulfton  of  it,  than 
attempt  it  with  a  too  forcible  extract 
tion,  plainly  forefeeing,  that  fince  it  was 
very  fmall,  it  might  eafiiy  come  away  in 
the  fame  pofture  it  was  in,  when  the. 
womb  ffould  be  fufficiently  dilated  3  be- 
caufe  the  woman  had  already  been  mother 

J 

to  a  child  that  was  full  grown,  and  gone 
out  her  term.  It  happened  as  he  foretold  i 
twelve  hours  afterwards*  nature  of  its  own 
accord  expelling  the  child,  by  means  of 
fome  pains  which  were  excited  by  a  gly- 
fter  he  had  prefcribed,  and  which  had  fuff 
ficiently  dilated  the  orifice.  But  the  mid¬ 
wife  who  ftayed  to  attend  her,  miffing  the 
opportunity,  let  the  womb  clofe  itfelf,  and 
could  not  bring  away  the  after-birth,  which 
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remained  fix  hours  longer,  after  which 
nature  of  itfelf  expelled  it,  as  it  had  done 
the  child;  and  the  woman  being  thus  hap¬ 
pily  delivered,  did  very  well  afterwards. 
He  did  not  know,  but  if  he  had  tried  to 
take  away  the  child  by  force,  as  he  was 
defired  when  he  firfl:  came,  the  violence 
he  mu  ft  have  ufed  in  dilating  the  orifice, 
fo  as  to  be  able  to  introduce  his  hand, 
might  have  been  very  prejudicial  to  the  mo¬ 
ther  ;  whom  he  preferved  by  prudently  com¬ 
mitting  the  bufinefs  to  nature  for  reafons 
declared  above. 

In Obferv.  28. 1670.  Nov.  10.  he  tells  us  he 
attended  a  woman  fix  months  gone,  who 
for  eight  days  pa  ft,  had  a  moderate  flux  of 
blood,  in  which  were  fome  clots,  occafioned 
by  the  (hocks  of  a  violent  cough,  which  had 
enlarged  the  orifice  of  the  Uterus  to  a  fin¬ 
ger’s  breadth.  For  this  reafon  he  told  her 
file  would  certainly  mifcarry  in  a  little 
time,  although  file  felt  no  pain  at  prefent, 
becaufe  lie  was  allured,  from  the  opening 
of  the  orifice  and  difcharge  of  blood,  that 
it  was  impofiible  for  the  agitation  of  fo 
violent  a  cough  not  to  accomplilh  the  mif- 
chief  it  had  begun.  The  event  anfwered, 
his  prognoftic ;  for  the  next  day  the  woman 
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mifcarried  of  a  child,  which  lived  but  a  day 
and  an  half. 

In  Obferv.  164.  We  find  that  April  21, 
1676.  he  attended  a  woman  who  had  mif¬ 
carried  three  hours  before  of  a  dead  child  of 
four  months.  Three  weeks  before  this,  fhe 
had  received  fome  hurt  in  a  crowd  at 
church,  from  which  time  fine  always  felt 
great  pains  in  her  belly,  and  about  the  ninth 
day  after  this  accident,  began  to  void  a 
little  blood.  From  that  time,  fhe  never 
felt  her  infant  move,  but  had  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  lofe  it  without  the  after-birth, 
which  remained  behind,  the  midwife  not 
being  able  to  bring  it  away,  becaufe  the 
womb  clofed  immediately  on  the  expulfion 
of  the  child.  Having  himfelf  examined 
whether  there  could  be  any  means  found 
out  to  eafe  this  woman,  and  having  dif- 
covered,  that  the  orifice  of  the  womb  was 
only  open  enough  to  receive  one  finger, 
lie  j  udged  it  the  fafeft  way  at  prefent  to 
truft  nature,  and  poftpone  the  doing  her 
any  violence,  by  endeavouring  to  extract 
this  after-birth  by  fo  narrow  an  orifice, 
the  remedy,  in  this  cafe,  appearing  to.  him 
worfe  than  the  difeafe.  So  he  deferred,  it 
to  the  next  day,  when  finding  the  womb 
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much  more  dilated,  he  happily  delivered 
her  of  her  burden  ;  and  though  fhe  had  at 
that  time  a  fever  upon,  her,  fhe  did  very 
well  afterwards. 

In  Obferv.  508.  he  writes  that  in  Nov.  24, 
1687.  he  attended  a  woman  who  had  juft 
before  mifcarried  at  the  end  of  two  months 
and  a  half,  of  a  fmall  Foetus  no  bigger  than 
a  bee,  which  nature  had  expelled  with  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  blood,  which  had 
been  preceded  by  a  diftillation  of  reddifh 
jerofity  for  feveral  days.  When  he  was 
called  to  deliver  her  of  tlie  after-birth,  he 
found  the  womb  was  entirely  fhut,  and 
that  there  was  no  way  to  bring  it  off  but  by 
violent  means,  which  might  be  more  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  mother  than  the  relief  he 
could  promife  her  from  the  extradlion, 
would  have  been  beneficial.  For  this  rea- 
lbn  he  thought  proper  to  truft  nature  with 
the  bufinefs,  which  was  not  accompliflied 
till  the  twelfth  day  after,  the  foreign  mafs 
lying  all  that  while  in  the  womb,  and 
was  then  expelled  half  fuppurated,  after 
which  the  woman  did  well. 

The  principal  caufe  of  this  abortion,  as 
he  fuppofed,  was  a  great  coftivenefs,  in  the 
time  of  pregnancy,  which  in  this  woman 
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was  fo  extraordinary,  that  fhe  was  fome- 
times  fifteen  whole  days  without  going  to 
ftool.  That  the  great  efforts  fhe  made 
to  eafe  herfelf  of  excrements,  exceffively 
baked  and  hardened  by  fo  long  a  flay, 
did  at  the  fame  time  very  forcibly  com- 
prefs  the  womb,  which  might  very  well 
be  fuppofed  to  fhake  and  loofen,  and  at 
.  laflr  expel  the  newly-conceived  Fcetus,  as 
was  the  cafe  with  this  woman,  who  had 
mifcarried  feveral  times  before. 

The  following  cafes  are  from  Lamotte. 

Obferv.  129.  In  the  year  1687,  the 
fmall-pox  raged  in  Valognes,  which  was  more 
fatal  than  general,  moffc  of  thofe  that 
caught  it  dying  of  it.  Among  others,  a 
lady  of  diftinction,  fix  months  gone  with 
child  or  thereabouts,  fell  ill  with  it ;  all 
went  exceeding  well,  the  fever  was  mode¬ 
rate,  the  puftules  large,  raifed  and  white, 
when  on  a  fudden  fhe  was  taken  with  a 
convulfion;  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  the 
puftules  went  in,  and  her  whole  body 
turned  black  and  mortified.  He  happen¬ 
ing  to  be  there  by  chance,  gave  her  a  few 
fpoonfuls  of  wane  ;  fome  pains  followed, 
and  he  delivered  her  immediately  of  a 
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live  child,  who  died  foon  after  ;  another 
convulfion  came  on  and  die  died. 

Ohferv.  1 5 1.  A  young  woman  that 
lived  two  leagues  off,  having  reached  the 
fifth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  found  her- 
felf  ill,  as  die  thought,  with  the  cholick. 
Her  mother  fent  for  him  in  hade,  left  die 
diould  be  in  labour,  as  die  really  was,  for 
he  found  her  brought  to  bed  of  a  child  of 
five  months,  who  was  ftill  alive  when  he 
came.  As  the  Placenta  had  followed,  he 
left  her  to  the  care  of  her  mother.  This 
young  woman  being  again  with  child  fome 
time  after,  mifearried  about  the  fifth 
month,  and  fo  fuddenly,  that  they  had 
not  time  to  let  him  know  it :  die  came  off 
as  well  this  time  as  before.  Being  a  third 
time  with  child,  die  was  exceedingly  watch¬ 
ful  over  herfelf,  to  do  nothing  that  could 
produce  a  mifearriage.  He  bled  her  three 
times  in  the  fix  fil'd  months,  and  kept  her 
to  a  very  regular  moiftening  diet.  She 
carried  her  child  to  the  feventh  month ;  it 
lived  but  a  few  days.  He  imagining  it 
was  owing  to  her  regularity,  that  die  car¬ 
ried  this  child  longer  than  ufuah  die  re- 
folved  to  be  ftill  more  cautious  the  next 
time.  To  that  effedt,  he  bled  and  purged 
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her  twice,  after  her  getting  up  from  this 
lying  in.  He  repeated  the  bleeding  as 
foon  as  fhe  was  breeding,  and  kept  to  it 
every  month.  He  kept  her  to  a  cooling 
moiftening  diet,  not  fuffering  her  to  eat 
any  thing  roafted  or  to  drink  any  ftrong 
liquor.  Whether  it  was  owing  to  this  con¬ 
duct,  or  any  other  reafon,  fhe  was  not 
brought  to  bed  before  the  ninth  month, 
and  her  labour  was  eafy,  as  it  happened 
alfo  twice  after  this.  But  being  with  child 
again,  and  more  difordered  at  the  fifth 
month  than  fhe  had  been  in  the  ninth,  in 
her  three  preceding  pregnancies,  fhe  was  at 
fix  months  feized  with  labour-pains,  and 
the  waters  came  away.  She  fent  for  him, 
and  he  delivered  her  in  a  little  while  of 
two  little  boys,  who  were  alive,  but  died 
foon  after.  He  afterwards  brought  away 
a  large  Placenta  common  to  both  children, 
and  fhe  foon  recovered.  He  has  feveral 
times  fince  laid  her  of  one  child  only,  whom 
fhe  has  carried  her  full  time,  without  any 
inconvenience. 

What  follows  is  from  Giffard.' 

Cafe  1 18.  April  1.  1730.  He  was 
fent  for  to  a  poor  woman  in  Kmves-Acre , 

the 
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the  wife  of  a  fmith.  She  was  about  fix 
months  gone  with  child,  and  had  been 
feized  with  a  flooding  fome  days  be¬ 
fore,  for  which  her  midwife  had  lately 
come  to  confult  him,  when  he  order¬ 
ed  an  aftringent  mixture  to  be  taken,  to 
the  quantity  of  three  or  four  fpoonfuls, 
now  and  then,  and  a  quieting  aftringent 
draught,  to  be  continued  every  night,  in 
cafe  her  flooding  did  not  ft  op.  He  like- 
wife  defined  they  would  give  him  an  account 
of  her  the  next  day ;  at  the  fame  tipie  tell¬ 
ing  the  midwife  that  in  cafe  it  continued, 
the  only  means  left  to  fave  her  life  was  to 
deliver ;  but  as  the  method  here  prefcrib- 
ed,  had,  in  fome  meafure,  the  defired  ef- 
fe6t  for  the  prefent,  he  heard  nothing  far¬ 
ther  for  two  or  three  days.  Her  flooding, 
however,  returning  again,  her  hufband 
came  to  him,  and  defired  he  would  vifit 
her  ;  which  accordingly  he  did,  and  upon 
examination,  found  the  Os  Internum  not 
dilated  enough  to  receive  the  end  of  one 
finger,  and  not  eafily  to  be  dilated  ;  where¬ 
fore  he  advified  a  repetition  of  the  medi¬ 
cines  before  prefcribed,  and  on  the  next 
day,  the  man  called  again  to  tell  him  that 
the  draining  continued,  but  was  not  fo 

violent ; 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  203 

violent;  however,  as  file  became  weaker, 
he  defired  he  would  lee  her.  He  then  found 
the  Os  Internum  as  it  was  the  precedent 
day  ;  and,  as  he  could  not  dilate  it  with  his 
fingers,  he  advifed  a  continuance  of  the 
mixture  and  draught.  On  the  third  day, 
the  midwife  fent  him  word  that  the  drain¬ 
ing  continued,  but  that  the  Os  Internum 
was  dilated  fomewhat  more  than  the  pre¬ 
cedent  day  :  which  gave  him  encourage¬ 
ment  to  hope,  that  he  might  dilate  it  wide 
enough,  to  pafs  his  hand  and  bring  away 
the  Foetus.  Upon  his  touching,  he  found  an 
opening  large  enough  to  admit  the  end  of 
three  fingers  ;  wherefore  he  endeavoured  to 
dilate  it  with  his  fingers,  and  firetching 
them  wide  from  each  other,  he  got  in  his 
thumb,  and  afterwards  his  whole  hand. 
The  firfl  thing  he  met  with  was  part  of 
the  Placenta  feparated  from  the  Uterus,  and 
palling  his  hand  by  it,  he  felt  the  child 
inclofed  in  the  membranes,  and  floating  in 
the  waters.  He  readily  broke  the  mem¬ 
branes  with  his  fingers,  and  palling  his 
hand  within  them,  foon  met  with  a  leg, 
which  he  drew  out,  and  taking  hold  of  it 
with  a  foft  cloth,  he  gently  pulled  towards 
him,  at  the  fame  time,  advifing  the  woman 
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to  affift  by  bearing  ftrongly  down.  By 
this  method  he  prefently  extracted  the  Foetus 
whole  and  entire  ;  he  was  indeed  afraid,  as 
it  was  very  tender,  that  the  limbs  would 
have  feparated  from  the  body :  the  Pla¬ 
centa  readily  followed,  being  before  in  part, 
if  not  wholly,  feparated  from  the  Uterus : 
the  flooding  flopped  immediately  on  the 
delivery. 

Mr.  Giffard  gives  a  hiftory,  in  Cafe  157. 
of  a  Foetus  above  fix  months  old,  contain’d 
in  a  Sacculus  without  the  womb,  and  pro¬ 
truded  through  the  Anus.  Vide  Extra-ute¬ 
rine  Fastufes ,  Collect.  V. 

Mr.  Chapman ,  in  p.  206.  gives  the  cafe  of 
a  child  that  was  delivered  at  the  Anus  about 
fix  or  feven  months  old.  There  is  likewife 
An  Account  of  an  abortion,  by  Mr. 
Monro,  in  the  Medical  EJJ'ays  of  Edinburgh , 
Vol.  II.  p.  235.  And  of 
Haemorrhages  of  the  womb,  flopp’d  by 
Pulv.  St  Ip.  Hehetil.  Vol.  IV.  p.  38. 

To  thefe  it  will  not  be  improper  to  add 
fome  examples  from  Hoffman. 

In  Vol.  III.  p.  183.  Obferv.  1.  we  read  of 
a  woman  fifty  vears  of  age,  the  mother  of 

v  J  C3  * 

feverai  children,  who  mifcarried  in  the  third 
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month  of  her  pregnancy,  from  a  violent 
fright  and  cold  to  which  fhe  expofed  herfeff. 
There  followed  immediately  a  violent  flood¬ 
ing;  after  this  fhe  laboured  under  an  uterine 
haemorrhage,  which  fometimes  flopped  for 
a  little,  but  immediately  broke  out  again  : 
her  belly  fwelled,  and  fhe  had  frequent 
palpitations,  which  made  her  fufpeft  her 
being  again  with  child,  till  a  year  had 
elapfed.  The  tumor  of  her  beily  was 
fometimes  tenfe  and  hard,  at  other  times 
foft,  her  feet  fwelled  in  the  evening,  and 
fhe  felt  a  weight  in  the  hypogaftric  re¬ 
gion. 

Various  carminative  laxatives  and  gly- 
fters  were  in  vain  admin iflered ;  but  after 
three  days  ufe  of  the  Caroline  mineral  wa¬ 
ters,  the  haemorrhage  flopt,  and  by  conti¬ 
nuing  to  ufe  them,  fhe  evacuated  a  great 
quantity  of  vifcid  matter,  both  by  ftool 
and  urine,  and  the  fwelling  of  her  belly 
fubfided.  Wherefore,  flue  entered  the  bath, 
and  after  once  bathing  had  violent  pains 
and  fpafms,  juft  like  thofe  of  a  woman  in 
labour,  and  evacuated  from  the  Uterus 
fome  fiefh-like  membranous  bodies,  com¬ 
monly  called  Molas,  after  which  fire  per¬ 
fectly  recovered  her  health. 


In 
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In  Yol.  III.  p.  1 83.  Obf.  2.  we  have  the 
cafe  of  a  young  woman  of  a  lax  habit  of  body, 
who  had  mifcarried  four  times  in  the  third 
and  fourth  months  of  her  pregnancy.  Being 
with  child  a  fifth  time,  fhe  was  blooded  in 
the  third  month.  About  her  ordinary  time 
of  aborting,  fhe  found  fpafms,  flatulencies, 
and  compreflion  of  her  loins  and  Abdomen , 
fuch  as  fhe  was  ufed  to  have  formerly 
when  fire  mifcarried  >  which,  however, 
were  removed  by  fome  antifpafmodic  me¬ 
dicines,  by  embrocating  her  Abdomen  with 
his  Balfamum  Vita^  and  by  the  application 
of  toafted  bread  to  the  umbilical  region. 
She  had  fome  fpafms  and  pains  in  the  fe- 
venth  month,  but  kept  her  burthen  till 
the  ninth  month,  when  fhe  brought  forth 
a  live  child. 

She  conceived  again,  and  by  being  blood¬ 
ed  in  the  third  and  feventh  months,  car¬ 
ried  her  child  to  the  full  time. 

In  Obferv.  5. p.  1S5.  we  find  that  a  flrong 
woman,  thirty  years  of  age,  who  had  had 
two  live  children,  but  afterwards  buffered  fix 
abortions,  two  in  the  feventh,  and  four  in 
the  fifth  months,  being  again  pregnant, 
had  an  uterine  haemorrhage  in  the  third 
month,  and  was  again  threatened  with 

1  abortion  3 
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abortion ;  but  by  letting  blood  immedi¬ 
ately,  the  haemorrhage  ceafed ;  by  repeating 
it  often,  and  drinking  nothing  but  pure 
water,  taking  fome  of  the  teftaceous  pow¬ 
ders,  and  by  applying  Barbett' s  faponace- 
ous  plaifters,  with  fome  of  the  Oleum  Hyof- 
ciami ,  to  her  loins,  fire  brought  forth  a 
live  child  at  the  full  time. 

Hoffman  imagines  the  former  abortions 
to  have  been  owing  to  the  woman’s  being 
plethoric,  and  drinking  ftrong  wine  for 
her  ordinary  drink,  which  hie  was  ufed 
to  do. 

In  Vol.  II.  Seel.  I.  Ch.  V.  de  Uteri  Hcemcr- 
rhagia  immoderata ,  he  relates  the  cafe  of  a 
woman,  of  a  healthy  and  plethoric  habit  of 
body,  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and  three 
months  gone  with  child,  who  was  taken 
with  a  difeharge  of  blood  from  the  Vagina* 
which  continued  in  a  fmall  degree  for  four¬ 
teen  days.  But  from  ufing  too  violent 
exercife,  die  was  taken  with  a  profufe  flood¬ 
ing,  which  threw  her  into  faintings  :  after 
trying  both  internal  and  external  remedies 
to  no  purpofe,  he  being  called  in  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  patient  in  this  extremity  of  dan¬ 
ger,  immediately  fluffed  the  Vagina  with 
tow,  dipt  in  a  folution  of  the  Caput  mor- 
'  tunm 
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iuwn  of  vitriol,  by  which  the  difcharge 
was  in  a  very  little  time  Hop’d  ;  and  by 
corroborating  diet  and  medicines,  her 
ftrength  was  recruited.  The  lint  three 
days  after  was  extracted  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  from  its  being  matted  and  concreted 
with  the  grumous  part  of  the  blood,  on 
which  followed  alfo  a  fmall  flefh-like  fub- 
ftance,  with  a  little  uncoagulated  blood. 
By  taking  proper  medicines,  with  a  nou- 
rifhing  diet,  the  patient  recovered,  after 
which  file  was  again  pregnant,  and  fafely 
delivered.  He,  in  that  part  of  his  works, 
where  he  treats,  de  Convulfione  Uteri ,  five 
Abortu ,  gives  ten  different  cafes  of  abor¬ 
tions  j  and  although  his  method  of  pre- 
fcribing  is  different  from  the  practice  here, 
yet  his  intentions  of  cure  are  the  fame. 
He  orders  vensefection,  when  neceffary,  to¬ 
gether  with  aftringents,  opiates,  corro¬ 
borating  and  laxative  medicines,  according 
as  the  exigence  of  the  cafe  requires. 

I  find  in  practice,  that  the  flooding  com¬ 
monly  diminifties,  and  frequently  flops, 
when  the  membranes  break,  and  the  wa¬ 
ters  come  off :  though  in  lome,  the  flood¬ 
ing  has  continued,  and  in  others,  has  been 
immediately  carried  off  by  delivering  the 

PZa- 
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Placenta.  This  difference  fhews,  that  thofe 
who  run  into  extremes,  either  in  hurrying 
off  the  Placenta  in  all  cafes,  or  in  leaving 
its  expulfion  always  to  nature,  err ;  for  a 
practitioner  ought  to  vary  his  method  in 
thefe  cafes,  as  well  as  in  others,  according 
as  it  fhall  appear  moft  proper,  as  in  the 
foregoing  cafes  of  abortion  from  Mauri - 
ceau . 

NUMB.  III.  CASE  L 

Of  Marks  and  Mutilations. 

When  I  defired  the  woman  mentioned 
in  No.  II.  Cafe  7*  to  put  out  her  tongue, 
that  I  might  examine  it,  in  confequence 
of  her  complaining  that  it  was  dry  and 
parched,  I  obferved  fomething  on  the  tip 
of  it  like  a  plumb,  of  a  green  colour, 
hard  and  painful.  She  told  me  that  when 
plumbs  begin  to  ripen,  it  grows  larger, 
fofter  and  lefs  painful,  acquires  a  blue, 
reddifh  or  purple  colour,  and  fhe  feels  an 
hard  grifly  fubftance  like  the  ftone  in  the 
middle :  in  winter  it  fhrivels  and  decreafes, 
and  next  feafon  refumes  the  fame  appear¬ 
ance.  It  feems  when  her  mother  was  with 
child  of  her,  fhe  longed  for  fome  plumbs, 
which  flie  cheapned,  but  would  not  buy, 

P  becaufe 
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becaufe  file  thought  them  too  dear  ;  how¬ 
ever,  file  had  touched  the  tip  of  her  tongue 
with  one  of  them,  which  fhe  afterwards 
threw  down,  and  by  this  tranhent  touch 
the  child  was  affected  in  the  fame  place. 

CASE  II. 

I  delivered  a  woman  in  the  eighth  month 
of  a  child,  from  the  outfide  of  whofe  lit¬ 
tle  finger  of  the  right  hand,  hung  an  ex- 
crefcence  about  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg,  re- 
fembling  one  of  the  fmall  potatoes,  that 
are  ufed  for  feed,  both  in  the  colour,  and 
little  indentations  on  its  furface  j  and  fome 
of  the  women  affirmed  the  mother  had 

^  A,v,; 

longed  for  that  food,  before  delivery :  the 
tumor  dropped  off  in  a  few  days,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  ligature  tied  round  its  neck  : 
but  the  child  had  likewife  a  fuperfluous 
little  finger  on  the  other  hand,  and  a  fu- 
pernumerary  little  toe  on  each  foot. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  examples,  I  have 
delivered  many  women  of  children  who 
retained  no  marks,  although  the  mothers 
had  been  frightened  and  furprized  by  dis¬ 
agreeable  objects,  and  were  extremely  ap- 
prehenfive  of  fuch  confequences.  One  wo¬ 
man  in  particular,  when  three  months 
.  :• .  gone 
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gone  with  child,  was  furprized  upon  open¬ 
ing  the  door,  by  a  beggar’s  thrufting  a 
bare  Rump  in  her  face,  a  circumftance, 
which  alarmed  her  to  fuch  a  degree*  that 
Ihe  made  herfelf  and  all  about  her  un¬ 
happy*  being  fully  perfuaded  that  her  child 
would  be  born  with  the  fame  mutilation  ; 
and  indeed  Ihe  could  fcarce  be  convinced 
of  the  contrary,  when  Ihe  felt  the  child’s 
arms,  after  it  was  delivered. 

Schenckius ,  in  Lib.  IV.  de  Gravidis,  from 
p.  621,  to  625.  relates  leveral  obfervations 
on  the  ftrange  effefts,  produced  from  the 
imaginations  of  pregnant  women,  occa- 
honed  by  different  accidents  that  happen 
to  them  in  that  ftate. 

In  the  Phil.  Tranf.  No.  493.  p.  20^,  is 
part  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ben.  Cokey  F.  R.  S. 
concerning  a  child  born  with  the  jaundice 
upon  it,  received  from  its  father ;  and  of 
the  mother’s  catching  the  fame  diftemper 
from  her  hulband  the  next  time  of  being 
with  child. 

Vide  Ephemerides  Ann.  0£tav«  Gbferv,  46.  and  55.  Anni 
g,  and  10.  Obferv.  23^  Deeurice  Jecundce  Epbemeridarum > 
Ann.  prim.  Obferv.  40. 

Maurice  ally  in  p.  288.  and  Obferv.  348. 
relates  his  having  delivered  a  woman  of  a 

P  2  child. 
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child,  whole  head  was  of  a  monffrous 
figure,  being  all  made  up  of  face,  as  it 
were,  with  great  gogling  eyes.  It  had  to¬ 
wards  the  Occiput  a  flefhy  mafs,  almofl 
like  the  Placenta ,  which  feemed  to  come 
out  of  the  Cerebellum  and  nape  of  the 
neck.  The  mother  had  felt  this  child 
move  in  her  womb,  with  more  force  than 
her  other  children ;  but  it  was  dead  born, 
it  having  remained  long  in  the  paflage, 
and  afterwards  been  turned.  The  mother 
imputed  its  monffrous  Ihape  to  her  hav¬ 
ing  fixed  her  eyes  fledfaffly  on  the  figure 
of  an  ape. 

/ 

V ide  PbiL  Tranf.  No.  456.  p.  341.  and  No.  461.  p.  764* 

I  have  delivered  many  women  who  were 
prepoflefled  with  things  of  this  kind  be¬ 
fore  delivery,  which  I  have  never  yet  found 
to  happen  as  they  imagined. 

I  delivered  a  child  lately  who  wanted 
all  the  fingers  of  one  hand,  a  circum- 
fiance  which  was  concealed  from  the  mo¬ 
ther  for  feveral  days;  and  on  afking  her 
before  fhe  knew  of  it,  fhe  acknowledged 
that  nothing  extraordinary  had  happened 
to  her  during  her  pregnancy. 


COL- 
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COLLECTION  XIII. 

Of  the  fituation  of  the  child  during  preg¬ 
nancy,  the  figns  of  conception  and  pre¬ 
mature  labour. 

NUMB.  I. 

■  Of  the  fituation  of  the  child  in.  Utero. 

Vide  Vol.  I.  L.  3,  Ch.  L  and  IL 

During  a  fuccefiion  of  many  years,  I 
have  been  called  to  women  who  mifcarried 
in  the  fourth  or  fifth  month,  and  gene¬ 
rally  found  the  head  prefenting.  In  the 
years  1727.  and  1748.  I  was  concerned  in 
two  cafes  where  the  arms  came  down,  and 
were  forced  along  double.  In  1746,  I  de¬ 
livered  a  woman  in  the  fixth  or  feventh 
month,  with  the  waters  and  Secundines  un¬ 
broke,  and  there  the  head  prefented.  In 
the  year  1742,  I  found  the  Placenta  pre¬ 
fenting,  and  being  forced  down  in  the  Va¬ 
gina,  the  head  pufhed  it  out  after  the  mem¬ 
branes  were  broke.  In  the  year  1747,  a 
woman  in  the  fixth  month,  was  brought 
to  bed  of  twins,  and  both  children  pre- 
fented  with  the  breech,  and  were  fo  deli- 
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vered  one  after  another  by  the  labour- 
pains. 

In  the  year  1751.  Dr,  Hunter  opened  a 
woman,  who  died  near  her  full  time,  and 
found  the  head  prefenting :  the  very  next 
year  he  had  occafion  to  difiett  another 
fubjedl  of  the  fame  kind,  and  found  the 
child  nearly  in  the  fame  fituation.  In 
both  cafes,  according  to  Mr.  Quid' s  alle¬ 
gation,  one  ear  was  to  the  Pubis ,  and  the 
other  to  the  Sacrum. 

From  thefe  fubjedls,  fome  very  accurate, 
ufeful,  and  curious  plates,  will  bepubliflied. 

Dr.  Camper ,  profeffor  at  Franiker  in 
Friejland ,  opened  a  woman  in  whom  the 
child  was  fituated  in  the  fame  manner ; 
and  I  myfelf  find  the  head  prefenting  fo, 
in  almoft  all  natural  labours. 

Dr.  Monro  file  wed  me,  Dec.  1753,  fome 
drawings  of  a  fubject,  which  his  father 
had  the  preceding  winter  di fleeted  in  the 
public  theatre  j  tables  of  which  are  juft 
publiflied  in  the  Phil.  Franf.  of  Edinburgh. 
This  was  a  woman  faid  to  be  fix  months 
gone  with  child,  in  whofe  Uterus  the  Foetus 
lay  in  a  longifh  form,  with  the  legs  and 
breech  to  the  Fundus ,  the  head  refting  on 
the  brim  of  the  Pelvis,  and  the  fore-parts 
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of  the  child  to  the  back-part  of  the  womb> 
though  turned  a  little  towards  the  left-lide. 
He  obferves,  that  though  this  Foetus ,  and 
thofe  examined  by  Dr.  Hunter,  were  found 
with  the  head  downwards  3  yet  this  does 
not  feem  to  be  always  the  cafe :  for  three 
children  appeared  with  their  heads  upper- 
moft,  and  their  faces  towards  the  mother’s 
belly,  in  one  woman  who  died  when  eight 
months  gone,  in  another,  who  believed 
herfelf  at  the  full  time,  and  in  a  third, 
fuppofed  to  be  in  the  feventh  month,  dif¬ 
fered  by  his  father  and  himfelf. 

Lamotte,  in  Chap.  XXL  Book  I.  gives 
three  inftances  of  pregnant  women,  whom 
he  had  occafion  to  open. 

In  the  firft,  who  was  fix  months  gone, 
and  died  of  an  apoplexy,  the  head,  hand 
and  feet  of  the  child  occupied  the  inferior 
part  of  the  Uterus,  while  the  back  formed 
a  kind  of  vault,  conformable  to  the  fhape 
of  the  womb,  and  the  Placenta  was  be¬ 
tween  them. 

In  the  fecond,  who  being  five  months 
gone  fell  into  a  fainting,  of  which  (lie  did 
not  recover,  the  child  lay  acrofs  the  Uterus 
with  the  legs  bent  up. 
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In  the  third,  who  died  in  the  fixth  month, 
of  a  fluxion  upon  her  breaft,  attended 
with  a  continual  fever,  the  child’s  legs 
and  buttocks  were  towards  the  bottom 
of  the  Uterus ,  and  the  head  downwards, 

as  in  natural  labours. 

Vide  Tab.  6,  7,  8,  and  9. 

From  Dr.  Garrow,  dated  Barnet ,  Feb.  4* 

1754‘ 

Sir, 

The  few  following  remarks  I  lately  made 
on  opening  the  body  of  a  young  woman 
juft  dead,  of  a  flooding,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  eighth  month. 

1.  The  Uterus,  diftended  by  the  waters, 
Placenta  and  Foetus,  appeared  pretty  much 
of  an  oval  figure,  prominent  in  the  middle 
and  gradually  flattening  towards  each  fide. 

2.  The  Fundus  reached  rather  above  the 
middle  fpace  between  the  navel  and  Scro- 
bicuius  Cordis,  preffing  up  the  Omentum  and 
Inteftines,  fo  as  to  make  it  eafily  appear, 
why  umbilical  ruptures  are  lefs  trouble- 
fome  to  women  in  the  laft  months  of 
pregnancy. 

3.  The  thicknefs  of  the  Uterus  was  about 
a  quarter  of  an  inch,  as  near  as  I  could 
guefs,  without  meafuring. 
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4.  The  child  lay  on  its  left  fide,  the 
head  prefenting,  confequently  the  face  and 
fore-parts  turned  towards  the  mother’s 
right  fide ;  though  not  directly,  but  rather 
inclining  towards  the  Os  Pubis. 

5.  The  Placenta  adhered  to  the  Os  Inter¬ 
num ,  nearly  by  its  middle,  or  thickefi:  part 
in  which  part,  I  perceived  a  laceration  up¬ 
wards  of  an  inch  long,  and  penetrating 
almoft  through  the  fubftance  of  the  Pla¬ 
centa. 

6.  There  was  not  the  lead:  appearance 
of  blood  in  the  navel-firring,  except  a  few 
drops  jufl:  by  the  child’s  belly  ;  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  whole  quantity  in  mother  and 
child,  at  that  time,  was  very  inconliderable, 
but  I  had  no  opportunity  of  examining 
further. 

NUMB.  II.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  Signs  of  Conception. 

In  the  year  1747.  I  vifited  a  woman 
who  was  attacked  by  a  fuper-purgation,  in 
the  third  month  of  her  fecond  pregnancy, 
and  dreaded  a  mifcarriage.  I  prefcribed 
opiates,  by  which  her  d border  was  imme¬ 
diately  reftrained ;  but  I  could  not  diltin- 
guifii  the  period  of  her  gefiration,  by  the 

touch 


2 1 3  CASES  IN  MIDWIFERY. 

touch  in  the  Vagina ,  becaufe  the  Uterus. 
moved  eafiiy  up  and  down.  She  had  un¬ 
dergone  a  regular  difcharge  of  the  Cata¬ 
menia  in  her  former  pregnancy,  and  in 
this  they  had  twice  appeared;  but  her 
hcknefs  at  ftomach  and  reaching,  which 
fhe*  had  before  experienced,  were  the  fymp- 
toms  from  which  fhe  concluded  herfelf 
with  child.  The  loofenels  was  foon  flopt, 
and  flie  felt  the  motion  of  the  Fcetus  in 
about  hx  weeks,  when  the  other  diforders 
abated.  Vide  Tab.  VI. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  fame  year,  I  was  confulted  by 
another  patient,  who  had  a  regular  dif¬ 
charge  of  the  Menfes ,  without  teachings  ; 
but  fufpe£led  herfelf  of  being  pregnant, 
by  feeling  a  greater  fill n efs  about  the  third 
montn.  This,  fhe  fuppofed  might  proceed 
from  the  bulk  of  the  Uterus  which  kept  up 
the  inteflines ;  and  in  five  or  fix  weeks  after, 
her  fufpicion  was  juftified  by  the  motion  of 
the  child. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1742,  I  was  confulted  by  a 
midwife  about  a  woman  fuppofed  to  be  in 
the  eighth  month  of  her  pregnancy.  I 

was 
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was  told  the  had  been  feized  with  a  flood¬ 
ing,  and  in  danger  of  mifcarrying  in  the 
fifth  month,  when  a  gentleman  of  the 
profeffion  was  called,  and  ufed  the  com^ 
mon  methods  of  reftraining  the  difcharge. 
This  happened  twice  after,  and  blooding 
with  reftringents  were  as  often  repeated. 
The  midwife,  obferving  that  the  patient 
was  not  fo  big  as  fhe  expected  to  find  her  at 
that  period,  defired  me  to  examine,  and  I 
propofed  that  the  other  gentleman  fhould 
be  called  to  the  confutation  ;  but  was  given 
to  underftand,  that  he  was  difmiffed,  and 
would  never  be  employed  again  in  the  fa¬ 
mily.  The  Os  Internum  was  fmooth,  and 
with  my  finger  in  the  Vagina,  I  could  eafily 
move  the  Uterus  upwards,  and  from  fide 
to  fide,  while  the  lower  part  of  the  Abdo¬ 
men  was  perfectly  foft :  from  thefe  obfer- 
vations,  I  declared,  that  if  fhe  was  at  all 
pregnant,  fhe  could  not  be  above  three  or 
four  months  gone  ;  and  fhe  allured  me, 
that  if  fhe  was  not  in  the  eighth  month, 
flie  could  not  be  with  child  at  all.  I  then 
concluded,  that  fhe  had  been  obftrucfed 
four  periods,  and  that  the  return  of  the 
Menfes ,  had  been  miffaken  for  a  flooding  j 
and  this  was  certainly  the  cafe  ;  for  fhe 

continued 
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continued  regular,  without  any  other  fymp- 
tom  of  pregnancy.  The  gentleman,  who 
at  fil'd:  attended  her,  had  a  few  months  be¬ 
fore  this  occafion,  affirmed,  that  he  could 
at  any  time  difcover,  whether  or  not  a  wo¬ 
man  was  pregnant,  and  tell  the  period  ofi 
her  geftation  within  eight  days  of  the  ex¬ 
act  truth. 

CASE  IV. 

Some  years  ago,  I  was  follicited  by  the 
midwife  of  Mary  le  Bon  work-houfe,  to 
go  thither,  and  fee  a  girl  about  twelve 
years  of  age,  fuppofed  to  be  eight  months 
gone  with  child,  who  was  lent  by  the 
overfee-rs  of  the  parifh,  to  lie-in  at  the 
houfe.  She  told  me  that  feveral  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  profeffion,  as  well  as  mid  wives, 
had  examined  Iter ;  that  one  of  them  had 
offered  to  deliver  her  gratis ,  and  fome 
others  had  made  great  intereft  to  be  pre- 
fent  at  the  occafion.  I  accompanied  the 
midwife,  and  firft  of  all  examined  the  ex¬ 
ternal  parts,  when  finding  the  paffage  fo 
fmall,  that  I  could  not  introduce  the  tip 
of  my  little  finger,  I  made  no  hefitation 
in  declaring,  that  llie  had  never  converfed 
with  man.  I  found  a  large  fwelling  be¬ 
twixt  the  Scr  obi  cuius  Cordis  and  the  navel, 

which 
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which  appeared  to  be  the  liver  very  much 
enlarged.  The  Uterus  it  could  not  be  ;  for 
I  puflied  my  fingers  quite  below  it,  and 
prefled  in  the  parietes  of  the  Abdomen ,  al- 
moft  to  the  Vertebra  of  the  loins.  The 
girl  had  been  advertifed,  and  the  matron 
had  got  money  from  numbers  who  went 
to  fee  her  j  and  notwithftanding  my  de¬ 
claration,  the  farce  was  carried  on,  until 
people  began  to  fufpedl  the  deceit,  when 
Ihe  was  fent  to  one  of  the  hofpitals,  for 
the  cure  of  her  hepatic  diforder. 

CASE  V. 

I  was  called  by  a  lady,  to  prefcribe  me¬ 
dicines  for  a  favourite  maid,  who  was 
obftru6led ;  and  from  whofe  florid  coun¬ 
tenance,  I  immediately  fufpedted  there  was 
fomething  extraordinary  in  the  cafe  :  for 
women  troubled  with  Ample  obftrudfions 
of  the  Catamenia,  are  commonly  in  the 
fixth  month  of  the  obftrudlion,  of  a  pale, 
bloated  complexion.  With  great  difficul¬ 
ty  (he  was  prevailed  upon  to  let  me  exa¬ 
mine  the  ftate  of  the  Uterus  by  the  touch, 
when  I  plainly  felt  the  firetching  of  the 
womb,  in  the  Vagina ,  as  well  as  the  cir- 
cumfcribed  tumor  a  little  below  the  Umbi¬ 
licus, 
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licus.  By  which  circumflances,  I  was  cer¬ 
tified  of  her  being  fix  months  gone  with 
child. 

In  many  cafes,  however,  when  the  wo¬ 
man  is  fat,  it  is  impoflible  to  judge  from  this 
firetching,  ’till  about  the  feventh  or  eighth 
month. 

Lamottei  in  Chap.  XI.  Book  I.  gives  fe- 
veral  cafes  on  the  infallible  figns  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  in  the  laft  four  or  five  months  of 
uterine  geflation. 

Schenckius ,  in  Lib.  IV.  de  Conceptione ,  p, 
617.  compiles  from  different  authors,  fe-> 
veral  obfervations  of  young  girls,  who 
have  conceived  and  bore  children  at  the 
age  of  eight  and  nine  j  as  well  as  of  wo¬ 
men  pregnant  after  the  age  of  threefcore. 

Hildantis,  Cent.  2.  Obfen).  60.  mentions 
a  girl  of  eleven,  who  had  the  Menfes  j  and 
in  ObJ’.  61.  affirms,  that  this  difcharge 
continued  in  a  woman  to  the  age  of  fe- 
venty-eight. 

In  the  Memoirs  of  the  academy  of  Sci~ 
cnees  at  Paris ,  H.  1710.  p.  16.  We  find 
an  account  of  a  woman  aged  eighty-three, 
who  married  a  man  of  ninety-four,  and 
was  brought  to  bed  of  a  boy  at  the  full 
time. 
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NUMB.  III.  CASE  L 

Of  premature  Labour. 

In  the  year  1728,  a  woman  imagining 
fhehad  gone  her  full  time  of  a  fir  It  child, 
lent  for  the  midwife,  who  had  attended 
her  three  days,  when  the  hulband  came 
and  defired  me  to  order  fome  medicines 
to  quicken  the  pains,  or  if  I  thought  it 
more  necefl'ary,  to  go  and  fee  his  wife. 
When  I  went  to  his  houfe,  I  found  the 
midwife  at  work  in  ftretching  the  parts, 
and,  to  ufe  her  own  phrafe,  in  making 
room  for  the  child  to  pafs.  I  fat  down  to 
wait  for  a  pain  during  which  I  might  exa¬ 
mine,  but  nothing  of  that  kind  happen¬ 
ing,  I  introduced  my  finger  into  the  Va¬ 
gina,  and  felt  the  Uterus  quite  light,  with¬ 
out  the  lead:  diftenfion,  nor  was  any 
ftretching  perceivable  in  the  Abdomen, 
Vide  Tab.  V.  I  then  declared,  fhe  was 
either  not  at  all  piegnant,  or  very  young 
with  child,  to  the  adonilhment  of  all  the 
women,  who  could  fcarce  believe  that  the 
midwife,  who  was  not  a  young  beginner, 
could  be  fo  far  miftaken.  For  their  fatif- 
facfion,  I  defired  they  would  fend  for  ano¬ 
ther  midwife,  who  confirmed  my  declara¬ 
tion. 
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tion.  The  woman  had  never  been  regu¬ 
lar  in  her  Menfes ,  of  which  but  a  little 
appeared  at  a  time,  and  that  feldom,  and 
this  fmall  evacuation,  in  all  probability, 
proceeded  from  her  having  been  weakened 
by  large  difcharges  from  fcrophulous  ul¬ 
cers.  However,  in  eight  months  after  this 
period,  Ihe  was  delivered  of  a  full  grown 
child  5  and  in  all  likelihood,  the  uneafl- 
nefs  of  which  Ihe  complained,  when  I  was 
called,  was  no  other  than  breeding  com- 
© 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1744,  a  young  practitioner 
in  midwifery,  having  attended  a  patient 
all  night,  fent  for  me  in  the  morning,  and 
told  me  that  the  Os  Uteri  was  a  little  open¬ 
ed,  that  the  membranes  were  broke  and 
the  head  prefented  ;  that  the  woman  Had 
flight  pains,  and  he  had  tried  to  ftretch  the 
parts  to  no  purpofe.  Upon  examination, 
I  found  the  Os  Uteri  open  to  the  breadth 
of  half  a  crown,  but  thick  and  rigid ;  and 
after  having  waited  fome  time,  obferved, 
that  the  pains  were  flight  and  feldom  re¬ 
curred.  This  was  her  firft  child,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  her  account,  Ihe  wanted  three 
weeks  of  being  at  the  full  time. 
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I  told  the  gentleman,  that  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  this  was  not  real  labour;  and  that 
the  pains  had  been  brought  on  by  a  loofe- 
nels,  with  which  fhe  was  attacked  the 
preceding  day.  In  confequence  of  my 
advice  hie  was  blooded  (her  pulfe  being 
quick)  and  took  an  opiate,  which  carried 
off  the  pains :  though  in  three  weeks  the 
real  labour  came  on. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1749,  I  attended  a  woman 
come  to  the  full  time,  of  her  fir  ft  child  : 
fhe  had  for  three  days  been  fubject  to  flight 
pains,  which  recurred  every  now  and  then : 
the  Os  Uteri  was  a  little  opened,  but  thick, 
and  as  the  head  prefented,  though  the 
membranes  had  broke  too  foon,  I  refolved 
to  allow  fome  time  for  dilating  the  Os  In¬ 
ternum  :  I  therefore,  prefcribed  vensefedion, 
a  glyfter  and  opiate,  in  confequence  of 
which,  fhe  enjoyed  a  good  night.  But 
after  I  was  gone,  it  was  imagined,  I  want¬ 
ed  to  protract  the  cafe,  and  a  call  was 
given  to  a  midwife,  who  affirmed,  that 
had  flie  been  fent  for  at  firft,  the  patient 
would  have  been  delivered  before  this  pe¬ 
riod.  The  flight  pains,  therefore,  no 

Qn  fooner 
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fooner  returned,  after  the  effect  of  the 
opiate  ceafed,  than  fhe  began  to  ftretch 
the  parts,  and  fatigued  the  woman  fo 
much,  that  they  thought  proper  to  call  me 
again  in  the  evening  j  when  finding  the 
pains  inconfiderable,  and  the  Os  Uteri , 
though  more  dilated,  Hill  rigid,  I  ordered 
the  opiate  to  be  repeated  j  and  next  day 
the  pains  growing  ftronger,  Ihe  was  fafely 
delivered. 


CASE  IY. 

In  the  year  1753,  I  was  about  fix  in  the 
morning,  called  to  a  woman  in  her  firfl 
pregnancy.  The  membranes  were  broke, 
the  Os  Uteri  was  confiderably  opened,  but 
the  child’s  head  being  large,  refted  above 
the  brim  of  the  Pelvis.  (Vide  Pab.  XII.) 
while  the  Vagina  and  Os  Externum  feemed 
very  narrow  and  rigid.  The  midwife  had 
fatigued  the  patient  by  putting  her  in  fe- 
veral  different  pofitions.  Her  fkin  being 
hot  and  dry,  and  the  pulfe  full  and  quick, 
file  was  blooded  to  the  quantity  of  ten 
ounces ;  a  glyfter  was  injected,  and  after 
its  operation,  fhe  took  a  draught  with 
twenty  drops  of  the  Pinft.  Phebaic.  and  two 
drachms  of  the  Syr.  de  Meconio ,  which 

compofed 
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compofed  and  threw  her  into  a  plentiful 
fweat.  I  was  called  again  at  night,  when 
I  found  the  midwife  had  perfifted  in  fa¬ 
tiguing  her  :  the  head  was  advanced  to  the 
middle  of  the  Vagina ,  but  the  parts  below 
were  ftill  very  tight.  I  ordered  the  opiate 
to  be  repeated  j  lhe  enjoyed  good  reft,  and 
the  parts  being  gradually  diftended,  fhe 
was  delivered  next  morning. 


Qjt  C  O  L 
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COLLECTION  XIV. 

Of  Natural  Labours. 

N  U  M  B.  I.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  Os  Internum  opened  by  the 
waters  and  membranes.  . 

Vide  Tab.  X.  and  XL 

In  the  year  1748,  I  was  befpoke  to  at¬ 
tend  a  woman  in  her  firft  child,  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  call  about  the  middle  of  the  ninth 
month,  when  fhe  complained  of  pains  in 
her  head  and  back,  and  I  underftood  fhe 
was  coflive,  and  troubled  with  a  ' Tenefmus , 
which  fhe  miflook  for  labour-pains.  Af¬ 
ter  having  felt  her  pulfe,  which  was  quick, 
fat  by  her  fome  time,  and  put  the  necef- 
fary  queftions  to  the  nurfe,  I  directed  the 
patient  to  lie  down  on  the  fide  of  the  bed, 
and  a  quilt  being  thrown  over  her,  placed 
myfelf  behind,  in  order  to  examine.  I 
found  the  Os  Internum  foft,  but  not  open, 
( Vide  Tab.  IX.)  from  which  circiimftance,  I 
declared  fhe  was  not  in  labour ;  then  I  or¬ 
dered  her  to  be  blooded  to  the  quantity  of 
eight  ounces,  and  a  glyfter  being  injected, 
fhe  was  relieved  of  her  complaints.  In 
a  fortnight  after  this  vifit,  I  was  called 
again,  and  found  the  labour  begun  3  the 

Os 
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Os  Uteri  was  exceeding  thin,  and  open  to 
the  breadth  of  half  a  crown,  the  mem¬ 
branes,  with  the  waters,  were  puilied  down 
by  every  pain,  and  the  child’s  head  relied 
upon  the  upper  part  of  the  Os  Pubis.  For 
three  or  four  days,  die  had  been  fubjedt 
to  flight  pains,  which  returned  at  long  in¬ 
tervals,  then  they  became  more  frequent, 
recurring  every  two  hours,  and  by  that 
time  I  was  called,  they  had  grown  ftronger 
and  came  f after.  As  fhe  was  ftiil  coftive, 

I  prefcribed  an  emollient  glyfter,  by  which 
the  indurated  Faces  were  difcharged,  and 
then  the  labour  proceeded  in  a  flow  and 
kindly  manner,  the  membranes  gradually 
opening  the  mouth  of  the  womb.  I  did 
not  confine  her  to  any  particular  pofition, 
but  allowed  her  to  walk  about,  and  un¬ 
dergo  her  pains,  either  fitting  or  lying  in 
bed.  The  membranes  having  fully  open¬ 
ed  the  Os  Internum ,  and  being  pufhed  down 
in  a  globular  form  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  Vagina,  gave  way  during  a  pain,  while 
fhe  flood  leaning  on  the  back  of  a  chair, 
a  large  quantity  of  waters  was  difcharged, 
and  the  child’s  head  funk  down  into  the 
Pelvis.  This  was  her  firft  child  ;  fhe  was 
of  a  ftrong  confutation,  and  the  external 

0.3  parts 
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parts  were  very  tight  j  fo  that  I  would  not 
put  her  to  bed,  until  the  head  fliould  have 
come  lower  down,  and  gradually  opened 
the  Os  Externum .  But  thefe  parts  being 
pretty  well  diftended,  and  every  thing  fall 
approaching  towards  delivery,  fhe  was  put 
to  bed,  which  was  prepared  by  the  nurfe, 
and  laid  on  her  left  fide :  at  every  pain  the 
head  advanced  farther  and  farther,  the  re¬ 
maining  part  of  the  waters  was  gradually 
forced  down,  fo  as  to  lubricate  the  parts : 
I  then  plainly  felt  the  ear  of  the  child  at 
the  Pubis ,  the  hind  head  at  the  lower  part 
of  the  left  Jfchium ,  the  Lambdoidal  Suture 
eroding  the  end  of  the  Sagittal,  and  the 
Fontanelle  on  the  other  fide,  higher  up  in 
the  Pelvis,  at  which  part  the  Sagittal  was 
likewife  croffed  by  the  coronal  Suture.  As 
the  head  advanced,  the  Occiput  was  turned 
in  below  the  Os  Pubis ;  the  foft  parts  of 
the  mother,  backwards,  were  protruded 
in  form  of  a  large  tumor,  the  Os  Externum 
was  widened  more  and  more,  the  Peri¬ 
neum  lengthened  to  three  fingers  breadth, 
and  the  fundament  to  two  :  the  crown  of 
the  child’s  head  turned  gradually  upwards 
towards  the  upper  part  of  the  Labia ,  the 
forehead  being  backwards  at  the  lower  part 

of 
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of  the  Sacrum  and  Coccyx  :  advancing  ftill, 
the  back  part  of  the  neck  was  felt  below 
the  Pubis -,  then  the  Perinceum  being  ftretch- 
ed  to  four  or  five  fingers  breadth,  very 
tenfe  and  thin,  I  applied  to  it  the  flat  part 
of  my  hand,  during  each  fucceeding  pain, 
in  order  to  prevent  its  being  torn,  and  let 
/  the  head  be  delivered  in  a  flow  manner, 
by  riling  up  with  an  half-round  turn  be¬ 
low  the  Os  Pubis.  The  fame  pain  that 
delivered  the  head,  forced  down  the  fhoul- 
ders,  which  I  helped  ealily  along  with  my 
fingers  placed  towards  the  armpits.  I  kept 
the  child,  after  it  was  delivered,  under  the 
cloaths,  until  it  began  to  breathe  and  cry  ; 
then  I  tied  and  divided  the  Funis,  put  a 
warm  cloth  round  the  head,  and  wrapping 
it  in  a  receiver,  gave  it  to  one  of  the 
affiflants.  The  Placenta  was  gradually 
forced  down  into  the  Vagina,  and  extract¬ 
ed  by  pulling  gently  at  its  lower  edge, 
and  at  the  Funis,  The  child  was  a  ftrong, 
healthy  boy,  and  the  mother  recovered  to 
my  wilh. 

I  have  given  a  particular  detail  of  this 
cafe,  in  order  to  make  young  practitioners 
acquainted  with  the  common  method  of 
aCting  in  natural  labours,  thefe  being  the 

0^4  circum- 
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circumftances  that  ufually  occur  to  an 
healthy  woman,  in  bearing  her  firth  child. 
Some  flight  pains  recurring  now  and  then 
for  fome  days  before  the  real  labour,  are 
of  advantage  in  flowly  and  infen fibly  di¬ 
lating  the  Os  Uteri ;  fo  that  when  the 
pains  grow  Arrange r,  the  delivery  is 
the  fooner  effected.  The  Os  Internum  is 
very  different  in  different  women,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  thicknefs  and  rigidity,  and  in 
proportion  to  thefe,  requires  more  or  lefs 
time  for  the  dilatation.  In  forty-nine 
cafes  out  of  fifty,  the  membranes  break 
after  the  Os  Internum  is  fully  opened,  fo  as 
that  they  are  protruded  into  the  middle 
or  lower  part  of  the  Vagina.  After  thefe 
are  broke,  the  pains  frequently  abate,  for 
a  fhorter  or  longer  time,  and  then  grow¬ 
ing  ftronger,  the  child’s  head  is  forced 
lower  down,  and  the  forehead  turns  gra¬ 
dually  from  the  Ifchium  into  the  hollow  of 
the  Sacrum.  Time  Aiould  now  be  given 
for  the  Vertex  to  open  the  Os  Externum, 
and  this  is  moft  fafely  effected  by  flow 
gradual  pains ;  for  there  is  feldom  occa¬ 
sion  to  lubricate  or  ufe  other  means  for 
ftretching  the  parts.  Indeed,  in  natural 
labours,  almoft  our  whole  bufinefs  confifts 
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in  encouraging  the  patient,  and  prevent¬ 
ing  the  Fourchette  or  Franum  Labi  or um 
from  being  tom,  when  the  head  is  pro¬ 
truded  through  the  Os  Externum.  For 
although  it  is  commonly  faid,  that  fuch  a 
woman  was  laid  by  fuch  a  perfon,  the  de¬ 
livery  is  generally  performed  by  the  labour- 
pains  j  and,  if  we  wait  with  patience,  na¬ 
ture  of  herfelf  will  do  the  work.  We 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  fatigue  the  patient 
by  putting  her  too  foon  in  labour,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  common  phrafe,  but  to  attend 
carefully  to  the  operation  of  the  pains, 
and  in  mod:  cafes  we  fhall  have  nothing 
elfe  to  do  but  receive  the  child. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1743,  I  delivered  a  woman 
in  the  beginning  of  the  feventh  month, 
of  her  third  child.  Her  hufband  had  died 
fuddenly  about  twenty  days  before,  and 
upon  that  occafion,  die  had  felt  the  child 
move  with  great  violence,  and  this  was 
fucceeded  by  a  kind  of  tremulous  motion, 
after  which  fhe  never  felt  it  dir.  On  the 
nineteenth  day  after  this  accident,  die  was 
taken  with  a  loofenefs,  which  brought  on 
labour-pains  ;  the  membranes  broke  when 

the 
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the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  fully  opened, 
and  Ihe  was  immediately  delivered  of  a 
dead  child,  which  palled  eafily  along,  tho’ 
its  Abdomen  was  much  fwelled. 

NUMB.  II.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  Os  Externum  opened  by  the 

Membranes. 

In  the  year  1742,  I  was  called  to  one 
of  the  poor  women  whom  my  pupils  were 
to  attend,  and  examining  in  time  of  a  pain, 
I  found  the  waters  had  pulhed  the  mem¬ 
branes  through  the  Os  Externum ,  in  a 
large,  round,  globular  figure.  When  the 
pain  abated,  and  the  membranes  became 
lax,  I  could  eafily  with  my  finger  feel  the 
child’s  head  at  the  lower  part  of  the  Va¬ 
gina.  I  defired  her  to  lie  down  with  her 
breech  to  the  bedfide,  and  be  covered  with 
a  quilt.  The  pains  which  were  ftrong,  re¬ 
turning  at  fhort  intervals,  forced  the  mem¬ 
branes  and  waters  with  the  child’s  head 
through  the  Os  Externum ;  even  the  fhoul- 
ders  and  part  of  the  body  were  delivered 
before  the  breaking  of  the  membranes, 
which  then  gave  way,  tearing  all  round 

from 
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from  the  edge  of  the  Placenta ,  and  re¬ 
maining  upon  the  head  and  body  of  the 
child,  which  could  not  breathe  until  I 
had  {tripped  them  off.  The  woman  had 
bore  children  before  this  labour,  the  Pelvis 

was  large,  the  child  come  to  its  full  time, 

* 

and  of  an  ordinary  lize,  but  the  Placenta 
came  off  with  difficulty.-  I  underflood 
fhe  had  not  undergone  above  fix  pains 
when  I  arrived,  and  before  the  pupils 
could  have  notice  to  come  fhe  was  deli¬ 
vered.  She  expreffed  great  joy  when  fhe 
knew  the  child  was  born  with  a  cawl, 
which  fhe  dried  and  carefully  kept,  in  full 
perfuafion,  that  her  child  would  never  fuf- 
fer  extremity  either  by  fea  or  land,  while 
it  remained  in  her  poffeffion. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  fame  year,  I  was  called  to  ano¬ 
ther  poor  woman,  whom  I  delivered  by 
myfelf.  The  membranes,  waters  and  head, 
were  protruded  through  the  Os  Externumy 
while  the  patient  flood  leaning  on  the  back 
of  a  chair :  then  the  membranes  breaking, 
were  torn  all  round  before  the  fhoulders 
were  delivered,  and  remained  flicking  on 
the  head  :  the  fame  pain  brought  forth  the 

body 
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body  and  the  Placenta ,  and  I  arrived  juft 
in  time  to  prevent  the  child’s  falling  on 
the  ground. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1746,  I  attended  a  perfon 
who  fell  in  labour  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
eighth  month :  fhe  had  formerly  had  quick 
labours,  and  now  ,  the  pains  were  ftrong 
and  frequent.  The  membranes  and  wa¬ 
ters  had  opened  the  Os  Externum,  and  the 
head  of  the  child  was  low  down,  though 
it  did  not  advance  in  proportion  to  the 
protrufion  of  the  membranes,  which,  at 
laft,  were  forced  down  about  the  fize  of  a 
child’s  head,  without  the  Or  Externum. 
While  the  head  was  retarded  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  the  weight  of  the  waters  ftretched 
down  the  membranes  and  formed  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  large  bag,  narrow  at  the 
upper  part,  which  I  pulled  away,  and  threw 
into  a  b a fon.  In  three  pains  more,  fhe 
was  delivered  of  a  child,  which  had  been 
dead  eight  or  ten  days,  with  a  fwelled  Ab¬ 
domen,  which  had  retarded  the  birth. 
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CASE  IV.' 

In  the  year  1748, 1  was  called,  in  a  great 
hurry,  to  a  gentlewoman  in  labour  of  her 
firft  child,  in  the  beginning  of  the  feventh 
month:  but,  before  I  arrived,  the  mem¬ 
branes,  with  the  Placenta,  waters  and  child, 
were  delivered  altogether,  and  put  in  a  ba- 
fon  by  the  nurfe,  fo  that  I  found  the  mem¬ 
branes,  whole,  and  the  child  fwimming  in  a 
great  quantity  of  water.  Without  remem- 
bring  to  fearch  for  the  Allantois,  I  opened 
them  in  a  hurry,  and  perceived  that  the 
child  had  been  dead  ten  or  fourteen  days.- 

CASE  V. 

In  the  fame  year  my  afliftance  was  de¬ 
manded  for  another  patient,  come  to  the 
full  time  in  her  firft  child :  the  labour  was 
flow ;  but,  by  degrees,  the  waters  and  mem¬ 
branes  opened  the  Os  Internum  and  Exter¬ 
num,  without  breaking,  and  the  woman 
was  delivered  of  a  dead  child,  whofe  belly 
was  fwelled. 


CASE 
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CASE  VI. 

In  the  year  1751,  I  delivered  a  woman 
In  the  eighth  month,  whofe  Os  Externum 
was  opened  by  the  membranes  and  waters, 
which  were  pulhed  out  a  great  way :  the 
child’s  head  was  likewife  partly  protruded, 
but  yielded  a  very  uncommon  feeling  to 
the  touch,  as  if  there  had  been  another 
fet  of  membranes  and  waters,  within  which, 
I  thought,  I  felt  the  loofe  bones  of  the 
fkull.  When  I  broke  the  membranes,  I 
felt  the  hairy  fcalp,  and  difcovered  an  Hy¬ 
drocephalus  in  the  child,  which  was  loon  de¬ 
livered,  and  lived  fome  days,  though,  from 
its  continual  moaning,  it  feemed  to  be  in 
great  agony.  Vide  Colle£tion  XLIII. 
No.  13. 

Befides  thefe,  I  have  a  [lifted  in  a  great 
number  of  cafes,  where  the  membranes 
have  opened  the  Os  Externum ,  and  the 
head  has  been  delivered  before  they  broke. 
Indeed,  in  all  natural  labours,  I  wait  for 
this  operation,  which  renders  the  paffage 
for  the  child  much  more  eafy  :  and  I  never 
tell  the  good  women  whether  or  not  the 
membrane  remains  upon  the  child’s  head, 

that 
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that  they  may  not  have  an  opportunity  of 
indulging  an  idle  fuperlfition. 

Of  the  Os  Internum  opened  by  the  child’s 
head  and  membranes.  Alfo  of  the  Os  Ex¬ 
ternum  opened  in  the  fame  manner. 

Vide  Tab,  XIII. 

NUMB.  III.  CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1 747,  being  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  labour  of  her  fecond  child,  I  felt 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  largely  open,  and 
the  midwife  faid  that  the  membranes 
were  broke.  This  declaration  had  alarmed 
the  women,  who  entertained  an  idle  no¬ 
tion,  that  if  fhe  was  not  immediately  de¬ 
livered,  fhe  would  lofe  her  opportunity  $ 
and  indeed  this  apprehenfion  was  the  caufe 
of  my  being  employed.  After  fhe  had  un¬ 
dergone  two  or  three  pains,  I  found  that 
the  head  had  gradually  increafed  the  dilata¬ 
tion  of  the  Os  Internum ;  that  the  mem¬ 
branes  were  not  yet  broke,  and  that  the 
midwife  had  certainly  miftaken  a  fmall 
difcharge  of  urine  for  the  waters.  I  then 
adured  the  patient  that  fhe  was  in  no  dan¬ 
ger  j  and  that,  even  though  the  membranes 
had  been  broke,  the  delivery  ought  to  be 

1  left 
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left  to  the  labour-pains :  in  confequence 
of  which,  the  head  was  foon  forced  down 
into  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  the  Os 
Uteri  being  fully  dilated,  I  felt  the  mem¬ 
branes  very  fmooth.  Another  pain  forced 
the  head  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
Pelvis ,  when  the  membranes  fplitting  up¬ 
on  the  head,  I  could  plainly  diftinguifh 
the  hair  of  the  fcalp  and  the  patient  was, 
in  a  little  time,  fafely  delivered  by  the  mid¬ 
wife.  I  could  feel  no  waters  during  la¬ 
bour,  and  there  was  only  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  difcharged,  when  the  body  was  deli¬ 
vered. 

Both  before  and  fince  this  occafion,  I 
have  been  concerned  in  many  cafes  of  the 
fame  nature,  which  generally  prove  eafy 
and  fuccefsful,  and  happen  when  the  child 
is  furrounded  by  a  fmall  quantity  of  water. 
I  have  been  fometimes  puzzled  to  know, 
whether  or  not  the  membranes  were  broke, 
until  the  head  came  fo  low  down ,  that  I 
could  eafily  introduce  the  fore  and  middle 
fingers,  and  feel  the  hair  of  the  fcalp.  How¬ 
ever,  this  uncertainty  is  of  no  confequence 
in  fuch  eafy  labours :  at  other  times,  I 
could  feel  no  waters,  until  the  head  de- 
fcended  low  down,  and  then  I  have  per- 

2  ceived 
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ceived  them  protruding  the  membranes  at 
the  back  part  of  the  Pelvis. 

Vide  Tab.  XIV.  and  XV. 

CASE  IL 

In  the  year  1745,  I  attended  at  a  Iabour 
in  which  the  child’s  head  came  down  in 
the  fame  manner  as  that  defcribed  in  the 
preceding  cafe :  the  child  was  fmall  and 
came  eafdy  along ;  but  I  could  feel  no 
waters,  nor  did  the  membranes  give  way 
until  the  head  was  delivered.  In  other 
cafes  where  there  was  little  or  no  water, 
the  membranes  generally  broke  fooner. 

N  U  M  B.  IV.  CASE  I.  ' 

Of  a  fmall  child  or  large  Pelvis. 

In  the  year  1749,  I  .was  called  to  a  gen¬ 
tlewoman  who  had  befpoke  my  attendance, 
in  confequence  of  her  having  been  former¬ 
ly  fubjeft  to  lingering  labours,  from  the 
large  lize  of  the  child,  and  the  fmallnefs 
of  the  Pelvis  5  but,  before  I  could  reach 
the  place,  file  was  delivered ;  and  this  un¬ 
common  facility  proceeded  from  the  very 
fmall  fze  of  the  child,  which  was  born 
four  or  five  weeks  before  the  end  of  her 
reckoning. 

.  R. 
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CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1751,  my  attendance  was 
befpoke  for  a  woman  in  her  fir  ft  labour, 
by  her  friends  who  were  afraid  it  would 
be  difficult,  becaufe  fhe  was  pretty  much 
diftorted,  had  been  fickly  during  preg¬ 
nancy,  and  took  but  very  little  nourifh- 
ment.  For  two  or  three  days,  fhe  had 
been  fubjeCl  to  flight  pains,  but  when  they 
became  ftronger,  I  was  fuddenly  called, 
and  when  I  reached  her  houfe,  found  the 
child  coming  into  the  world.  It  was  very 
{mail,  the  Pelvis  of  a  middling  fize,  and 
the  Os  Uteri  was  pufhed  down  without  the 
Os  Externum.  The  fuddennefs  of  the  deli¬ 
very  occafioned  an  inflammation  of  the 
mouth  of  the  womb,  which  abated  in 
confequence  of  her  drinking  plentifully  of 
diluting  liquors  :  yet,  after  the  ninth  day, 
ilie  complained  of  great  pain  in  that  part 
when  flie  fat  up,  but  was  tolerably  eafy 
while  fhe  lay  in  the  bed.  For  this  reafon,  I 
prefcribed  a  longer  term  of  confinement 
than  is  ufual,  and  direbfed  a  fpunge  dipt 
in  warm  claret  to  be  put  up  in  the  Va¬ 
gina,  and  this  application  to  be  repeated 
feveral  times  in  a  day  :  by  thefe  means  the 

com- 
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complaint  vanifhed  about  the  end  of  the 
month* 

CASE  III. 

About  fix  or  feven  years  ago,  I  was 
called  to  a  patient  on  the  thirteenth  day 
after  delivery,  who  laboured  under  the 
fame  complaint  which  I  have  defcribed  in 
the  preceding  cafe,  and  which  was  like- 
wife  the  confequence  of  fudden  delivery. 
The  Pelvis  was  large,  and  the  Os  Uteri  be¬ 
ing  fwelled  and  painful  to  the  touch*  I 
ordered  her  to  be  confined  to  her  bed. 
The  family-phyficiari  being  confulced,  it 
was  agreed,  that  fhe  fhould  drink  plenti¬ 
fully  of  weak  caw  die,  chicken-broth,  and 
for  a  change,  barley-water,  in  order  to 
promote  a  diaphorefis  ;  and  that  equal 
parts  of  the  emollient  decodtlon  and  French 
Claret  fhould  be  applied  in  the  Vagina , 
with  a  fine  linen  rag.  For  many  days  the 
pain  always  returned  when  fhe  rofe  from 
bed,  ’till  one  night  being  told  the  child 
was  very  ill,  fhe  ran  up  to  the  nurfefy  in 
a  hurry,  and  this  motion  intireiy  carried 
off  the  complaint. 

R  2 
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I  have  been  concerned  in  many  cafes, 
where  the  women  fuffered,  though  not 
to  fuch  a  degree,  when  the  labour  was 
precipitate,  the  child  fmall,  or  the  Pelvis 
large. 

Many  women  have  belpoke  my  attend¬ 
ance,  and  notwithftanding  all  my  expedi¬ 
tion  have  been  delivered  before  I  could  reach 
the  place.  One  woman  in  particular 
bore  five  children  fo  fuddenly,  that  al¬ 
though  I  lived  in  her  neighbourhood,  and 
happened  always  to  be  at  home,  I  never 
could  arrive  time  enough  to  affift  her,  ex¬ 
cept  in  her  firft  child. 


COL- 
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COLLECTION  XV. 

Of  lingering  or  tedious  Labours. 

N  U  M  B.  I.  CASE  I. 

From  the  rigidity  of  the  membranes  when 
puflied  down  with  the  waters. 

In  the  year  1743.  about  feven  in  the 
evening,  I  was  called  to  a  patient  whofe 
pains  were  pretty  ftrong.  The  mouth  of 
the  wromb  was  largely  open,  the  head  pre- 
fented  at  the  upper  part  of  the  Pelvis, 
and,  as  ufual,  relied  againft  the  fuperior 
part  of  the  Os  Pubis ;  and  during  every 
pain,  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  waters  pu (li¬ 
ed  down  the  membranes  at  the  back  part 
of  the  Pelvis.  I  waited  to  fee  if  the  child’s 
head  would  advance,  and  though  the  Os 
Internum  was  fully  open,  would  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  break  the  membranes ;  becaufe 
when  I  attended  her  at  the  birth  of  her 
firft  child,  in  the  preceding  year,  the  labour 
was  lingering  and  tedious  from  the  large 
iize  o!  the  head,  even  though  it  had  ad¬ 
vanced  farther,  and  the  membranes  were 
broke.  I  was  therefore  loth  to  break 
them,  until  the  head  fhould  come  lower 
down  5  and  fhe  continued  without  any 

R  3  fleep 
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fleep  or  reft,  1  abject  to  pretty  fevere  pains 
at  the  interval  of  five  or  fix  minutes,  till 
about  feven  in  the  morning,  when,  in  fpite 
of  all  my  care  to  prevent  her  being  fa¬ 
tigued,  and  the  encouragement  of  the  fa- 
mily-phyfician  who  was  prefent,  her  fpirits 
began  to  flag,  file  exclaimed  fhe  fhould  die 
before  delivery,  and  the  friends  feemed  to 
be  anxious  and  uneafy  about  her  fituation. 
During  all  this  time,  the  head  had  not 
advanced  in  the  leaft,  nor  were  the  mem¬ 
branes  with  the  waters  farther  pufhed 
down.  I  introduced  my  finger  into  the 
Vagina ,  and  after  two  or  three  unfuccefs- 
fui  attempts,  burft  them  during  a  ftrong 
pain,  by  which  means  a  large  quantity  of 
waters  was  difcharged,  and  the  head  forced 
down  to  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis.  This  be¬ 
ing  effected,  flie  was  foon  delivered  of  a  fine 
child,  though  ftnaller  than  the  former. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1745.  about  three  in  the 
morning,  I  was  called  by  a  midwife  to  a 
woman  in  labour  of  her  fir  ft  child.  I 
underftood  that  the  pains  had  been  ftrong 
and  frequent,  and  that  the  friends  being 
uneafy,  recourfe  was  had  to  my  advice  and 

affiftance. 
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aftiftance.  I  examined  during  a  pain,  and 
found  the  mouth  of  the  womb  open  to 
about  the  breadth  of  a  cro  wn-piece,  though 
the  Os  Uteri  was  pretty  thick  and  rigid. 
She  had  been  fatigued  by  walking,  and 
undergoing  her  pains  Handing,  and  in  va¬ 
rious  other  pofitions  had  enjoyed  little  or 
no  reft  for  two  nights,  and  was  very  cof- 
tive.  I  preferibed  an  emollient  and  laxa¬ 
tive  glyfter,  after  the  operation  of  which, 

I  again  examined  during  a  pain,  found 
the  Os  Internum  much  in  the  fame  condi¬ 
tion,  the  membranes  being  ftrongly  puftied 
down  with  the  waters.  When,  upon 
the  pains  abating,  the  membranes  became 
lax,  I  felt  the  child’s  head,  which  being 
touched  by  the  finger,  fwam  up  and  re¬ 
turned  :  a  circumftance  that  plainly  proved 
there  was  a  great  quantity  of  waters.  I 
a flured  the  patient  and  her  friends,  that 
the  child  prefented  fair,  and  that  there 
was  no  apparent  danger  ;  then  I  advifed 
the  midwife  to  put  her  to  bed,  without 
expofmg  her  to  any  further  fatigue,  or  de- 
firing  her  to  force  down,  except  when 
compelled  by  the  pains ;  and  in  cafe  the 
fhould  not  otherwife  enjoy  fume  reft,  I 
preferibed  the  following  draught. 

R  4  R 
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And  directed  her  to  drink  frequently  of 
weak,  warm  cawdle  to  promote  a  diapho- 
refis.  Next  evening  I  received  another 
cal!,  when  the  midwife  gave  me  to  under- 
Hand  that  the  had  taken  the  draught,  in 
confequence  of  which  line  had  enjoyed  re- 
frelhing  red:  and  a  plentiful  fvveat,  altho’ 
file  had  been  frequently  waked  by  the  pains  5 
and  (he  told  me  that  the  membranes  were 
not  yet  broke,  altho’  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  had  been  fully  opened  for  four  hours. 
When  I  examined,  I  found  the  membranes 
pufhed  down  with  a  large  quantity  of  wa¬ 
ters,  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Vagina ,  and 
when  the  pain  abated,  felt  the  head  pretty 
low.  It  Hill  moved  eafdy  up  and  down, 
whence  I  concluded  that  either  it  was  fmall, 
or  the  Pelvis  not  narrow  :  yet  as  this  was 
her  hrft  labour,  I  waited  two  hours,  in  hope 
that  the  membranes  would  advance  farther, 
and  open  the  Os  Externum ;  but  they  re¬ 
maining  in  the  fame  fituation,  I  imagined 
their  rigidity  retarded  the  delivery,  and 
breaking  therp  in  this  perfuaiion,  the  child 
was  foon  delivered. 


CASE 
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CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1745.  I  was,  early  in  the 
morning,  called  by  a  midwife  to  a  woman 
who  had  been  four  and  twenty  hours  in 
labour  of  her  firft  child.  I  found  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  largely  open,  the  wa¬ 
ters  pufhing  down  the  membranes  in  a 
large,  globular  figure,  and  as  the  violence  of 
the  pain  abated,  I  felt  the  head  of  the  child 
refting  at  the  upper  part  of  the  Os  Pubis. 
The  midwife  told  me  the  patient  had  been 

in  that  condition  feveral  hours,  but  that 

\ 

fhe  was  afraid  of  breaking  the  membranes 
too  foon,  becaufe  fine  fufpected  that  the 
woman  was  a  little  diftorted  and  the  Pel¬ 
vis  narrow  :  however,  the  friends  beinp* 

O 

concerned  at  her  being  fo  long  in  labour, 
and  a  difcharge  of  blood  fupervening,  fhe 
had  thought  it  neceffary  to  afk  advice. 
After  having  twice  again  examined  during 
pains,  and  maturely  conndering  the  cafe, 
I  concluded  that  delivery  was  retarded  by 
the  rigidity  of  the  membranes  which  feem- 
ed  to  be  thicker  than  ufual  •  for,  as  the 
child’s  head  fwarn  up  from  the  touch  and 
returned,  it  was  plain  that  it  could  not  be 

engaged. 
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engaged,  and  that  there  was  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  waters.  Though  fhe  had  not, 
to  all  appearance,  loft  above  twelve  ounces 
of  blood,  yet  as  the  difcharge  feemed  to 
increafe,  I  broke  the  membranes  during 
the  next  pain,  a  large  quantity  of  waters 
was  difcharged,  and  the  child’s  head  was 
forced  more  backwards,  towards  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  Pelvis.  I  likewife  felt  the 
Os  Internum  loofe  and  foft ;  and  as  it  was 
no  longer  kept  on  the  ft  retch  by  the  mem¬ 
branes  and  waters,  fhe  became  perfectly 
eafy,  had  no  pains  for  a  long  time,  and 
the  flooding  intirely  ceafed.  Before  the 
membranes  were  broke,  fhe  had  felt  a 
ftrong  propenfity  to  deep,  which  the  pains 
prevented  bat  now  I  ordered  her  to  be 
undrefled,  put  in  her  naked  bed,  and  kept 
quiet,  that,  if  pofiible,  fhe  might  enjoy 
fome  natural  repofe.  She  accordingly  relied 
and  was  refrefhed.  As  for  the  blood  fhe 
had  loft,  fhe  was  rather  benefited  than  in¬ 
jured  by  the  difcharge,  for  fhe  had  for 
fome  weeks  complained  of  drowfinefs,  ful- 
nefs  in  her  eyes,  with  pains  and  giddinefs 
in  the  head,  which  were  now  removed, 
infomuch,  that  fhe  declared  herfelf  much 
more  light  and  eafy.  I  defined  the  mid¬ 
wife 
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wife  to  indulge  her  in  her  repofe,  and 
when  the  pains  fhould  return,  to  let  the 
labour  proceed  in  a  How  and  eafy  manner, 
allowing  time  for  the  head  to  ftretch  the 
Vagina  and  external  parts  j  and  I  told  her, 
that  the  patient  being  flrong  and  healthy, 
nothing  elfe  was  necefiary,  but  that  Hie 
fliould  frequently  drink  weak  cawdle,  broth- 
or  barley-water,  to  encourage  and  fupport 
a  plentiful  perfpiration.  I  was  afterwards 
informed,  that  the  Hept  feveral  hours,  and 
upon  the  return  of  the  pains  was  fafely 
delivered  by  the  midwife. 

CASE  IV, 

In  the  year  1750.  I  attended  a  gentle¬ 
woman,  though  not  in  labour  of  her  fhft 
child,  who  buffered  all  the  complaints  de- 
fcribed  in  the  preceding  cafe,  except  the 
flooding.  By  my  advice,  Hie  loA  eight 
ounces  of  blood,  and  was  immediately  re- 
lieved :  but  the  labour  being  retarded  by 
the  rigidity  of  the  membranes,  though  the 
child’s  head  was  pretty  far  advanced  in  the 
Pelvis,  they  were  broke,  and  in  two  or 
three  pains  alter,  the  woman  was  deli¬ 
vered. 


NUMB. 
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NUMB.  II.  CAS  E.  I. 


From  the  rigidity  of  the  membranes  when 
not  protruded  by  the  waters. 

In  the  year  1745.  I  was,  about  four  a 
clock  in  the  morning,  called  by  a  midwife, 
to  a  woman  v/hom  (lie  had  formerly  deli¬ 
vered  with  eafe :  but  now  fhe  had  been 
in  ftrong  labour  for  many  hours.  She  faid, 
the  waters  had  been  draining  off  for  the 
fpace  of  three  hours,  and  die  had  every 
pain  expe£ted  the  delivery,  which  (he  dip- 
pofed  was  retarded  by  the  child’s  being 
large  and  dead .  I  found  the  child’s  head 
about  two  thirds  down  in  the  Pelvis,  and 
during  every  pain,  perceived  the  dilcharge 
of  a  very  little  water,  which  I  at  firft 
miftook  for  thofe  of  the  Uterus.  But,  up¬ 
on  the  ceffation  of  a  pain,  raidng  the  head 
a  little  with  my  finger,  I  obferved  a  large 
quantity  was  discharged  from  the  bladder  j 
and  when  I  felt  for  the  hair  of  the  fcalp, 
I  found  the  membranes  fmooth  and  un¬ 
broke.  .  I  again  raifed  the  head,  that  the 
patient  might  difcharge  more  urine,  and 
then  the  membranes  fplit.  By  the  next 
pain,  the  head  was  forced  down  to  the 
*  *  '  -  Os 
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Os  Externum,  and  in  a  very  little  time  the 
child  was  delivered. 

CASE  II. 

I11  the  fame  year,  I  attended  a  woman 
in  labour  of  her  firft  child,  and  could  feel 
no  waters,  though  the  head  and  mem¬ 
branes  had  gradually  opened  the  mouth 
of  the  womb,  and  were  forced  down  to 
the  middle  of  the  Pelvis ;  where,  however, 
they  remained  near  two  hours.  As  I  could 
infinuate  my  finger  all  round  the  under- 
part  of  the  child’s  head,  felt  the  ear  at  the 
Os  Pubis,  and  diftinguilhed  the  Sutures,  I 
concluded  that  the  head  was  not  large,  nor 
the  Pelvis  narrow  ;  but  that  this  delay 
rnuft  proceed  from  the  rigidity  of  the 
membranes.  Thefe,  therefore,  during  a 
pain,  I  endeavoured  to  wear  thin,  by  rob¬ 
ing  them  with  the  edge  of  my  nail,  which 
was  fmooth  and  fhort :  accordingly  in  time 
of  the  next  pain,  they  fplit  upon  the  head, 
which  was  immediately  forced  down  to 
the  Os  'Externum,  and  this  being  gradually 
dilated,  the  child  was  delivered. 

I  have  been  concerned  in  many  cafes  of 
the  lame  kind,  where  labour  was  retarded 
by  the  rigidity  of  the  membranes  ■,  but  as 

1  I 
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I  have  frequently  known  tedious  and  lin¬ 
gering  cafes  proceed  from  too  much  pre¬ 
cipitation  in  breaking  the  membranes,  I 
choofe  rather  to  err  a  little  on  the  other 
extreme,  provided  the  patient  is  in  no  dan¬ 
ger  from  weaknefs  or  flooding. 

NUMB.  III.  CASE  I. 
From  the  membranes  breaking  too  foon. 

In  the  year  1743.  my  attendance  was 
befpoke  to  a  patient  who  was  very  fat  and 
unwieldy.  She  had  been  taken  with  fome 
very  flight  pains,  and  the  membranes 
breaking,  a  great  quantity  of  waters  was 
difcharged  ;  upon  which  being  called  in  a 
great  hurry,  I  found  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  open  to  about  the  breadth  of  a  fix- 
pence,  and  thin  though  rigid.  She  had 
been  five  years  before,  delivered  of  a  child 
which  followed  immediately  after  the  rup¬ 
ture  of  the  membranes,  and  flie  now  ex¬ 
pected  the  fame  expeditious  delivery.  I 
told  her  that  there  was  a  great  difference 
between  that  labour  and  this,  occafioned 
by  the  long  interval,  by  her  prefent  cor¬ 
pulency,  and  the  precipitate  difcharge  of 
the  waters,  which  might  render  the  cafe 
more  tedious ;  though,  as  the  pains  were 

3  trifling, 
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trifling,  and  the  child  prefented  fair,  I  en¬ 
couraged  her  to  exert  her  patience,  to  ba- 
ni(h  all  anxious  thoughts,  and  avoid  all 
manner  of  fatigue ;  and  as  the  was  coflive, 
I  prefcribed  a  glyfter,  which  had  the  defil¬ 
ed  effedl.  After  this  period,  the  continued 
three  days  and  three  nights  in  a  lingering 
kind  of  labour,  before  the,  mouth  of  the 
womb  was  fufficiently  dilated ;  fo  that  I 
was  obliged  to  give  her  an,  opiate  every 
evening,  and  direct  her  to  referve  her 
ftrength  by  lying  moftly  in  bed.  The  Os 
Internum  being  fully  opened,  the  pains  grew 
ftronger,  and  the  was  foon  delivered  of  a 
very  fmall  child. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1745,  I  was  called  to  a  poor 
woman,  who  had  been  two  days  in  labour 
of  her  third  child,  and  found  the  Os  Uteri 
open  to  about  the  breadth  of  a  (hilling, 
the  lips  being  thick  but  foft ;  the  mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  the  child’s  head  reded 
at  the  upper  part  of  tire  Pelvis,  and  the 
patient  laboured  under  a  loolenefs,  which 
pi  obably  had  brought  on  fome  (light  pains. 
She  had  been  attended  by  a  perfon  of  no 
education  or  practice  in  midwifery,  who 

finding 
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finding  the  membranes  broke,  imagined 
it  was  bis  bufinefs  to  promote  the  delivery 
with  all  poffible  expedition ;  and  with  that 
view,  fatigued  the  patient  excefiively,  by 
ordering  her  to  walk  about  and  bear  down 
with  all  her  force  at  every  inconfiderable 
pain. 

The  woman  being  quite  exhaufted,  I 
directed  her  to  be  put  to  bed  and  kept 
quiet,  and  leaving  a  gentleman  and  mid¬ 
wife,  who  at  that  time  were  my  pupils,  I 
defired  them  to  give  her  five  grains  of  the 
Pilulce  Saponacea ,  and  repeat  the  dofe  once 
or  twice,  if  there  fhould  be  occafion.  By 
thefe  means,  fhe  wras  freed  of  pain,  pro¬ 
cured  reft  and  recovered  her  exhaufted  fpi- 
rits.  She  continued  eafy  for  two  days,  ex¬ 
cept  in  time  of  fome  flight  pains,  which 
every  now  and  then  recurred,  aqd  during 
which  a  fin  all  quantity  of  the  waters  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  difcharged  :  but  on  the  third 
night,  the  pains  increafed,  the  Os  Uteri 
became  fofter,  and  was  more  and  more  di¬ 
lated  by  the  child’s  head,  This,  advancing, 
plugged  up  the  parts,  fo  as  that  the  drib- 
ling  of  the  waters  ceafed,  and  in  a  very 
little  time  the  woman  was  fafely  delivered. 


CASE 
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CASE  III. 

Soon  after  this  occasion,  I  was  called  to 
a  labour  by  a  gentleman  of  very  little  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  practice  of  midwifery,  who 
taking  me  a  fide,  told  me  he  was  juft  go¬ 
ing  to  deliver  a  woman  whom  he  had  at¬ 
tended  a  night  and  a  day  ;  and  that,  as  his 
character  was  not  eftablifhed,  he  thought  it 
advifeable  to  have  a  perfon  of  the  profef- 
fion  prefent.  Indeed  I  was  ftruck  with  his 
apparatus,  which  was  very  extraordinary, 
for  his  arms  were  rolled  up  with  napkins, 
and  a  fheet  was  pinned  round  his  middle 
as  hi  ah  as  his  breath  His  intention  was 

W 

to  turn  the  child  and  deliver  footling  ;  and 

he  defired  me  to  examine  the  woman,  that 

I  might  fatisfy  the  friends  of  the  neceflity 

he  was  under  to  take  this  ftep  immediately, 

for  the  preftrvation  of  the  mother  and  the 

fruit  of  her  womb.  I  felt  the  Gs  Internum 
>  4 

open  to  the  breadth  of  a  crown-piece,  and 
the  head  preferring,  and  after  having 
fully  informed  mylelf  of  every  circum- 
fiance  neceffary  to  be  known,  I  concluded 
that  the  labour  had  been  rendered  tedious 
from  the  premature  rupture  of  the  mem¬ 
branes.  I  then  gave  the  gentleman  a 

S  friendly 
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friendly  advice  in  private  ;  in  confequence 
of  which  he  laid  afide  his  working- drefs, 
and  as  the  woman,  who  was  ftrong,  had 
enjoyed  no  reft  the  preceding  night,  an 
opiate  was  adminiftred.  She  Dept  feveral 
hours,  and  was  refrefhed,  and  towards 
morning,  the  pains  returning,  delivered 
the  child  and  Secundines.  I  have  aflifted 
in  a  number  of  fuch  cafes,  where,  by  a 
cautious  management,  the  parts  were  gra¬ 
dually  opened,  and  the  women  fafely  deli¬ 
vered.  In  many  women,  I  have  known 
the  membranes  broke  feveral  days,  weeks, 
and  even  months  before  labour  and  pro¬ 
vided  they  were  not  much  weakened,  they 
have  been  delivered  with  eafe.  In  my 
practice,  this  cafe  has  chiefly  prevailed 
among  fat  women,  and  may  perhaps  be 
owing  to  laxity. 

CASE  IV. 

Communicated  by  Dr.  D  'Urban,  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  in  Surry. 

In  the  year  1750,  he  was  called  to  a 
woman  in  labour,  near  Norwich.  The  wa¬ 
ters  had  been  draining  off  for  two  days, 
during  which  fhe  had  enjoyed  no  reft.  She 
was  very  weak  and  low-fpirited,  had  vio¬ 
lent 
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lent  Teachings  with  a  Singultus  $  and  when 
he  examined,  he  found  the  child’s  head 
prefenting.  He  direbled  her  to  be  put  to 
bed,  prefcribed  an  anodyne  draught,  in 
confequence  of  which  fhe  had  a  refrefhing 
fleep  of  two  or  three  hours;  thenthe  pains, 
which  were  weak  before,  grew  ftrong  and 
more  frequent,  and  the  woman  was  lately 
brought  to  bed. 

He  fays,  he  could  have  delivered  with 
the  forceps,  but  followed  my  advice,  which 
was  never  to  ufe  them,  but  when  they  are 
abfolutely  necelfary.  The  fame  method  he 
has  fuccefsfully  ufed  upon  feveral  occafions. 

CASE  V. 

I  was  called  to  a  patient  in  labour  of 
her  firft  child.  The  membranes  broke  in 
the  evening,  and  fhe  had  frequent  pains 
all  night,  but  would  not  allow  me  to  exa¬ 
mine  till  about  eight  o’clock  next  morn¬ 
ing,  when  I  found  the  child’s  head  refling 
above  the  Pubis,  and  the  Os  Uteri  fort  and 
lying  loofe,  as  if  it  had  been  pretty  largely 
opened  before  the  membranes  broke  :  but 
the  Vagina  was  very  ftraight  as  well  as  the 
Os  Externum .  She  enjoyed  no  reft  all 
night,  the  pains  grew  exceffively  ftrong 

S  2  and 
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and  frequent,  and  the  child's  head  had  not 
advanced  in  the  lea  ft.  Being  apprehen- 
five  from  her  violent  complaints  of  the 
Abdomen ,  that  the  Uterus  would  burft  by 
fucn  ftrong  efforts,  I  prefcribed  a  pa¬ 
regoric  draught  to  allay  the  violence  of 
the  pain  and  procure  deep.  As  fhe 
had  been  ufed  to  take  opiates,  the  dofe 
amounted  to  thirty  drops  of  the  TinEl. 
'Thebaic,  with  31  j.  Syr.  de  Meconio ,  and 
fome  fimple  cinnamon-water.  This  pre- 
fcription  had  the  defired  effect :  fhe  flept 
feveral  hours,  though  every  now  and  then 
her  deep  was  interrupted  by  a  ftrong  pain. 
About  twelve  that  night,  when  the  effedt 
of  the  opiate  was  wore  off,  her  violent 
pains  recurring,  I  was  allowed  to  examine 
again,  and  finding  the  head  ftill  in  the 
fame  fituation,  the  draught  was  repeated. 
This  kept  her  tolerably  eafy  till  eight  in 
the  morning,  when  the  pains  returning  it 
was  again  adminiftred :  for  the  fame  rea- 
fon  it  was  repeated  at  fix  in  the  evening, 
and  four  in  the  morning.  About  eight, 
I  was  permitted  to  examine  the  third  time, 
when  I  felt  the  head  pitched  down  in  a 
lengthened  form  to  the  middle  of  the  Pel¬ 
vis  :  but  the  lower  part  of  the  Vagina  was 

ftill 
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Rill  very  narrow,  as  well  as  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num,  and  time  was  required  for  dilating 
both,  and  for  puihing  down  and  elongat¬ 
ing  the  head,  which  was  large.  At  the 
beginning  of  labour  fhe  had  fome  loofe 
ftools,  but  made  no  water  for  three 
nights  and  two  clays  ;  fo  that  when 
the  effedl  of  the  opiate  ceafed,  the  di- 
fteniion  of  the  bladder  aggravated  the 
agony  of  her  fufferings,  yet  no  perfua- 
fions  would  induce  her  to  let  me  draw 
off  the  urine,  and  I  wras  again  obliged  to 
repeat  the  opiate.  Her  ffrong  pains,  which 
every  now  and  then  recurred,  lire  endea¬ 
voured  to  fupprefs,  left  I  fhould  defire  to 
examine,  and  would  allow  no  body  to  be 
with  her  but  the  nurfe.  At  length,  I  was 
in  the  evening,  fuddenly  called  from  ano¬ 
ther  apartment,  and  finding  the  head  al- 
moft  delivered,  I  had  juft  time  to  prevent 
the  laceration  of  the  external  parts.  I 
felt  a  languid  motion  in  the  veffels  of  the 
Funis  •  but  could  not,  by  all  th  e  ufual  me¬ 
thods,  bring  the  child  to  breathe.  I  brought 
away  the  Placenta,  found  the  Uterus  in  a 
right  ftate,  and  immediately  drew  off  a 
large  quantity  of  urine  with  the  catheter. 
fSeyerthelefs,  I  was  obliged  to  repeat  the 

S  3  draught 
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draught  four  or  five  times  in  four  and 
twenty  hours,  becaufe  fhe  could  neither 
reft  nor  fweat  without  it,  her  pulfe  flagg’d, 
and  her  fpirits  funk,  and  no  other  cordi¬ 
als  had  the  leaft  effedt.  After  delivery, 
her  urine  was  obftrudted  for  three  days, 
and  for  eight  weeks  afterwards  fhe  loft  the 
power  of  retention,  which,  however,  re¬ 
turned  with  her  ftrength.  As  for  the 
child,  it  was  probably  loft  by  her  timo¬ 
rous  difpofition,  in  confequence  of  which 
fhe  refufed  all  afilftance  at  the  latter  end 
of  labour. 


CO  1,3 
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COLLECTION  XVI, 

Of  lingering  and  tedious  Labours. 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  I. 

From  the  forehead’s  being  prevented  from 
turning  backwards  into  the  lower  and 
concave  part  of  the  Sacrum. 

Vide  Tab.  XIII.  and  Seft.  3.  No.  3d. 

In  the  year  1749.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  who  had  been  long  in  labour  of  her’ 
fir  ft  child,  and  was  naturally  of  a  weak 
and  delicate  conftitution.'  On  that  ac¬ 
count,  the  midwife  told  me,  file  had  kept 
her  moftly  in  bed,  and  done  nothing  to 
fatigue  her.  She  faid,  the  labour  had  gone 
on  very  well,  though  the  pains  were  flight 
and  at  long  intervals,  and  that  fince  the 
difcharge  of  the  waters,  the  child’s  head 
had  advanced  flowly  to  the  external  parts, 
where  it  had  ft  opt  for  a  con  fider  able  time. 
This  account  I  found  true,  upon  exa¬ 
mination.  A  glyfter  had  been  adminiftred 
with  good  effeft,  and  the  patient  had  en¬ 
joyed  a  good  deal  of  fteep  between  the 
pains  :  but  finding  her  pulfe  rather  too 
weak  and  languid,  I  directed  her  to  take 

S  4  twq 
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two  fpoonfuls  of  the  following  mixture 
every  half  hour. 

R  Aq.  Cinnam.  ten.  §iv6.  Spirituof.  3ji.  Sal.  Vob 
C.C.  36.  Cant.  Cardiac.  3i.  Syr.  Simp.  |6.  M. 

I  attended  fome  time,  without  perceiv¬ 
ing  that  the  head  advanced  to  open  the 
Cs  Externum.  I  felt  one  of  the  ears  at  the 
Os  Pubis ,  the  Lamdoidal  eroding  the  end 
of  the  Sagittal  Suture  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  right  Cs  Ifchium ,  and  the  Pontanelle  on 
the  opposite  fide  at  the  upper  part  of 
the  left.  I  perceived  that  the  pains 
had  not  force  enough  to  move  the  Occiput 
from  the  right  Ifchium ,  fo  as  to  pafs  under 
the  Os  Pubis,  and  the  forehead  from  the 
oppofite  fide  to  the  hollow  of  the  Os  Sa¬ 
crum.  I  therefore,  during  the  next  pain, 
introduced  my  fingers  towards  the  child’s 
left  temple,  and  turned  the  forehead  back¬ 
wards  to  the  Os  Sacrum.  The  narrow 
part  of  the  head,  being  now  towards  the 
fides  and  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  the  Ver¬ 
tex  immediately  advanced  forwards,  gra¬ 
dually  opening  the  Os  Externum  during 
every  pain;  and  the  woman  being  lafely 
delivered,  the  Placenta  fepa rated  llowly, 
and  was  difeharged  in  about  half  an  hour. 

CASE; 
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CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1744.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  labour  of  her  firft  child,  and  found 
a  midwife  and  another  male  practitioner 
in  waiting.  This  laft  gave  me  to  under¬ 
stand,  that  when  he  came,  the  patient  had 
been  a  long  time  in  ftrong  labour ;  that 
after  the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  fuffi- 
ciently  opened,  the  membranes  had  broke, 
and  the  pains  gone  off  for  fome  time, 
though  they  returned  with  greater  vio¬ 
lence,  and  forced  down  the  head  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  beyond  which 
fituation  it  had  not  advanced  in  a  whole 
hour  5  that  he  had  attempted  to  deliver 
it  with  a  lack  or  fillet,  which  he  had  pro¬ 
cured  as  a  great  fecret,  but  the  head  be¬ 
ing  large,  he  could  not  fix  it  properly, 
neither  could  he,  after  repeated  trials,  bring 
the  child  by  the  feet ;  fo  that  he  concluded 
there  was  an  abfolute  necefiity  for  opening 
the  head.  Upon  examination,  I  found 
the  head  in  the  fame  pofition  as  that  de- 
fcribed  in  the  preceding  cafe,  or  rather 
higher  in  the  Pelvis.  The  pains  were  to¬ 
lerably  ftrong,  the  woman’s  pulfe  was 
jnucli  more  quick  than  is  ufual,  even  in 

time 
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time  of  pains.  She  complained  of  a  violent 
head-ach,  laboured  under  great  drought, 
and  her  Ikin  was  very  hot  and  dry.  Of 
thefe  complaints,  however,  file  was  reliev¬ 
ed  by  lofing  ten  ounces  of  blood  from  her 
arm.  I  told  the  gentleman,  that  as  the 
patient  was  ftrong  and  the  pains  conti¬ 
nued,  we  ought  to  wait  the  efforts  of  na¬ 
ture,  without  ufing  either  forceps  or  fil¬ 
let,  which  I  never  applied,  except  to  af- 
fift  nature  when  (lie  was  too  weak.  When 
I  examined  again,  I  found  the  head  lower 
down,  and  moved  the  forehead  backwards 
towards  the  Os  Sacrum  •,  fo  that  the  crown 
of  the  head  advancing,  opened  the  Os  Ex¬ 
ternum ,  and  the  patient  was  foon  deliver¬ 
ed  of  a  child  of  an  extraordinary  fize: 
But  the  fillet  having  galled  and  torn  part 
of  the  hairy  fcalp  from  the  Occiput ,  was 
the  occafion  of  a  violent  inflammation,  of 
which  the  child  died  in  a  few  days.  The 
rfiother,  however,  recovered  tolerably  well, 
and  fince  that  time  has  had  pretty  eafy 
labours. 


CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1750.  I  was  called  by  a 
midwife  to  a  very  fat  wowan,  near  the  age 

of 
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of  forty,  in  labour  of  her  firft  child.  The 
membranes  had  been  long  broke  before  I 
came,  and  I  underftood  that  the  friends 
being  uneafy,  had  fent  for  a  gentleman  of 
the  profeffion,  who,  in  attempting  to  de¬ 
liver  the  patient,  faid  he  had  broke  his  in- 
Jfrument,  and  went  home  in  order  to 
fetch  another :  but,  inftead  of  returning, 
he  fent  a  meflage,  importing,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  go  and  attend  another  woman. 
Her  pains  being  ftrong,  the  Os  Externum 
and  lower  part  of  the  Vagina  were  gently 
dilated,  and  the  forehead  being  moved 
backwards  at  the  fame  time,  the  head  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  the  woman  was  delivered  in 
about  half  an  hour  after  I  arrived. 

There  was  a  very  imall  opening  thro’ 
one  of  the  parietal  bones  of  the  child’s 
fkull,  yet  none  of  the  Cerebrum  was  eva¬ 
cuated,  though  a  great  deal  of  Rood  was 
difcharged,  notwithftanding  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  proper  comprefles,  and  the  poor 
child  died  moaning,  in  five  or  fix  hours  af¬ 
ter  its  birth. 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  I  was 
galled  by  a  gentleman  who  had  formerly 

attended 
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attended  me  for  a  fhort  time,  in  behalf 
of  a  woman  whom  he  had  attempted  to 
deliver  with  the  forceps.  He  laid,  he  was 
fore  they  had  been  properly  applied,  that 
lie  had  pulled  with  great  force  without 
being  able  to  move  the  child’s  head, 
and  that  the  woman  was  in  foch  immi¬ 
nent  danger,  he  did  not  believe  foe  could 
live  until  we  foould  reach  the  houfe.  Not¬ 
withstanding  this  declaration,  I  found  her 
pulfe  ft'rong  and  good,  as  well  as  the  pains, 
and  that  not  above  one  third  part  of  the 
head  had  come  down  into  the  Pelvis.  I 
likewife  understood  foe  was  ufed  to  have 
tedious  labours,  proceeding,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  from  the  fin  all  iize  of  the  Pelvis , 
I  privately  convinced  the  gentleman  of 
his  error,  obferving,  that  as  the  pains  were 
good,  no  force  ought  to  be  applied  ;  that 
the  forceps  would  never  focceed,  except 
when  the  head  was  come  lower  down, 
and  even  then  ought  not  to  be  ufed,  un- 
lefs  the  woman  was  in  danger  from  weak- 
nefs  and  want  of  labour-pains.  We  pre- 
fcribed  a  mixture  to  amufe  the  patient, 
and  in  about  five  hours  fne  v/as  fafely 
delivered. 


HUM  B. 
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N  U  M  B.  II.  C  A  S  E  I. 

Of  the  Vertex  prefenting,  though  low 
in  the  Pelvis,  the  forehead  being  to¬ 
wards  the  Os  Pubis. 

Vide  Tab.  XX.  XXI. 

In  the  year  1747.  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife,  to  a  woman  whom  fhe  had  attended 
near  two  days,  and  whofe  former  labours 
had  been  very  eafy :  from  which  circum- 
ftance  fhe  inferred,  that  in  this  cafe,  the 
child  was  of  an  extraordinary  fize.  I 
found  the  Fontanelle  towards  the  left  groin, 
and  the  Lamdoidal  cr offing  the  Sagittal  Su¬ 
ture  at  the  right  fide  of  the  Os  Coccygis. 
The  Os  'Externum  I  gently  opened  during 
every  pain,  raffing  the  head  a  little  when 
the  pain  began  to  abate,  and  moving  the 
forehead  to  the  left  fide  of  the  Os  Sacrum . 
As  the  next  pain  increafed,  I  withdrew 
my  hand,  which  was  followed  by  the 
child’s  head,  and  the  woman  was  in  a  lit¬ 
tle  time  delivered. 

C  A  S  E  ri. 

In  the  year  1744.  I  attended  a  gentle¬ 
woman  who  had  been  eafy  in  her  former 
labours.  When  I  was  called,  the  mem¬ 
branes 
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branes  were  broke,  and  the  mouth  of  thd 
womb  was  largely  open  ;  though  the  head 
advanced  very  flowly.  At  length,  feeling 
the  Vertex  at  the  lower  part  of  the  Coccyx , 
and  the  Fontanelle  below  the  Pubis ,  I  at¬ 
tempted,  but  to  no  purpofe,  to  raife  the 
head,  and  move  the  forehead  to  the  right 
fide  of  the  Pelvis.  Yet,  when  I  withdrew 
my  hand,  the  head  was  forced  lower  down 
by  a  ftrong  pain,  the  Vertex  protruded  the 
Perinceum  and  posterior  parts,  in  form  of  a 
large  tumour,  the  forehead,  face  and  chin, 
turned  immediately  out  from  below  the 
Pubis ,  and  the  Vertex  was  raifed  upwards, 
with  an  half  round  turn,  from  the  Peri- 
naum  and  pofterior  parts.  The  child  was 
final],  and  cried  as  foon  as  the  head  was 
delivered,  even  before  the  body  was  ex- 
trailed. 

NUMB.  III. 

From  the  prefentation  of  the  Fontanelle, 

I  have  often  been  concerned  in  cafes, 
where  I  found  the  Fontanelle  prefenting  : 
they  commonly  proved  tedious  and  lin¬ 
gering,  though  the  delivery  was  gene¬ 
rally  effedled  by  the  labour-pains,  and 
the  child’s  head  fometimes  appeared  in 

form 
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form  of  a  fow’s  back  $  a  circumftance, 
in  all  probability ,  owing  to  the  preflu  re 
it  fuftained  in  the  Pelvis ,  while  it  ad¬ 
vanced  in  that  unufual  way.  Sometimes 
in  thefe  lingering  labours,  I  have,  by 
railing  up  the  forehead  with  my  fingers, 
altered  the  pofition,  fo  as  to  let  the  Vertex 
fink  lower  down,  particularly  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  inftance. 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1750.  I  attended  a  gentle¬ 
woman,  whom  I  had  formerly  three  times 
delivered,  and  fhe  had  eafy  labours.  The 
Os  Uteri  was  now  fully  open,  and  the  mem¬ 
branes  broke  foon  after  I  arrived.  Yet  the 
head  did  not  advance  as  ufual,  but  refted 
at  the  upper  part  of  the  Pelvis.  As  fhe  had 
been  long  fatigued  with  fevere  and  fruitlefs 
pains,  I  examined  the  pofition  of  the  head 
more  narrowly,  and  plainly  perceived  the 
Fontanelle  prefenting  in  the  middle  ;  but  I 
could  not  certainly  difcover  how  the  fore¬ 
head  lay,  until  I  had  gradually  opened  the 
Os  Externum  during  the  pains.  I  then 
found  that  the  Vertex  was  to  the  left  fide, 
and  the  forehead  with  the  face  to  the  op- 
pofite  part.  As  Die  lay  in  bed,  upon  her 

8  left 
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left  fide,  I  could  not  fo  eafdy  affift  in  that 
pofition :  fhe  was  therefore,  turned  on 
her  back,  her  head  and  fhoulders  being 
raifed  a  little  with  pillows,  and  her  knees 
held  up  towards  her  belly,  as  fhe  lay  acrofs 
the  bed  ;  for  her  pains  were  alfo  ftronger 
while  fhe  continued  in  this  pofture.  In 
the  beginning  of  a  pain,  I  gently  intro¬ 
duced  my  right  hand  into  the  Vagina ,  and 
raifed  up  the  forehead  and  face ;  as  the 
pain  increafed,  I  withdrew  my  hand,  and 
found  the  Vertex  fink  down  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  left  Ifehium.  In  a  few  pains, 
the  forehead  turned  backwards,  the  hind 
head  came  out  below  the  Pubis ,  the  Os 
Externum  was  gradually  opened,  and  the 
child  fafely  delivered. 

N  U  M  B.  IV.  CASE  I. 

From  the  prefentation  of  the  forehead*’ 

Vide  Tab.  XXII. 

In  the  year  1747.  I  was  called  to  a  wo-# 
man  in  labour,  by  the  friends,  who  were 
uneafy  at  the  lingering  cafe,  and  imagined 
the  midwife  kept  her  in  hand,  becaufe  fhe 
had  been  feveral  times  delivered  by  ano¬ 
ther  midwife,  and  her  labours  were  ealy. 

2  .  I 
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I  Was  informed  that  the  Os  Uteri  was  fully 
opened,  and  the  membranes  had  been  broke 
feveral  hours ;  that  the  child  prefented  fair, 
and  the  pains  were  ftrong,  yet  the  head 
had  advanced  very  little,  though  fince  I  had 
been  fent  for,  the  child  had  defcended  con- 
fiderably  lower  in  the  Pelvis.  Upon  exa¬ 
mining  in  time  of  a  pain,  I  really  ima¬ 
gined  the  Vertex  prefented,  and  thought  I 
felt  the  Fontanelle  to  the  fide,  as  in  other 
cafes  ;  but  when  the  head  advanced,  in 
confequence  of  the  fucceeding  pains,  and 
protruded  the  Perinceum  and  pofterior 
parts,  I  felt  the  eyes  and  nofe  on  the  con¬ 
trary  fide,  towards  the  lower  part  of  the 
Os  Ifchium.  In  another  pain  or  two, 
the  Os  Externum  being  fufficiently  dilated, 
the  face  turned  in  below  the  Os  Pubis ,  over 
which  the  chin  turned  upwards ;  the  Fon¬ 
tanelle,  Vertex  and  hind-head  were  raifed, 
and  came  out  with  a  femicircular  turn 
from  the  Perinceum  and  parts  below,  and 
the  body  was  delivered  by  the  fame  pain. 

The  child  was  fmall  and  dead,  its  fore¬ 
head  was  raifed  up  in  form  of  a  fugar- 
loaf,  the  Vertex  being  preffed  flat,  and  the 
face  and  hairy  fcalp  very  much  fwelled. 
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The  mother,  for  feveral  days  after  deli¬ 
very  >  complained  of  great  pain  in  her 
back  and  at  the  Pubis ,  which  feemed  to 
proceed  from  an  over-ftraining  of  the  liga¬ 
ments  at  the  jundture  of  the  bones :  but 
by  lying  quiet,  and  drinking  plentifully 
of  warm  and  weak  diluting  fluids,  fhe  en¬ 
joyed  profufe  fweats,  and  foon  was  freed 
of  thefe  complaints. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  following  year,  I  a  {lifted  in  a 
fimilar  cafe,  where  the  head  was  high  up, 
and  had  long  refted  at  the  brim  of  the 
Pelvis.  At  firft,  I  thought  it  prefented 
fair,  but  as  it  did  not  advance  for  feveral 
hours,  notwithftanding  the  ftrong  pains, 
and  I  was  told,  that  the  patient  had  been 
delivered  of  her  fecond  and  third  child  be¬ 
fore  the  midwife  could  reach  the  houle, 
I  concluded,  that  the  head  did  not  prefent 
in  the  common  way,  and  introduced  my 
hand  flowly  into  the  Vagina ,  as  fhe  lay 
on  her  left  fide.  Finding  the  forehead 
preferring  with  the  face  to  the  right  Ilium , 
I  puflied  it  up  to  that  fide,  and  as  I  with¬ 
drew  my  hand  a  little,  ftill  prefled  it  up 
with  my  fingers,  that  it  might  not  return 

before 
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before  the  next  pain,  which  forced  down 
the  Vertex  from  the  oppofite  fide  }  then  the 
head  defcended  gradually*  and  the  woman 
was  delivered  in  a  few  pains. 

4 

NUMB.  V. 

From  the  Prefentation  of  the  Ears. 

I  have  known  a  few  cafes  in  which  the 
ear  prefented,  and  when  the  child  was  not 
large,  the  pains  commonly  altered  the  po- 
fuion,  by  forcing  down  the  Vertex ,  and 
the  patient  was  eafily  delivered.  This  was 
Commonly  the  cafe  too,  when  the  Fonta - 
nelle  prefented :  but  when  the  head  was 
large,  the  labour  was  more  tedious  and 
lingering,  upon  which  occafion,  I  ufually 
pufhed  up  the  head  fo  as  that  the  Vertex 
might  advance,  particularly  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  inftance* 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1749,  being  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife,  to  a  woman  who  had  been  long  in 
labour,  I  introduced  my  hand  into  the 
Vagina ,  and  finding  the  ear  prefenting, 
could  perceive,  when  I  raifed  the  head, 
neck  and  fhoulder  to  the  back  part  of  the 
Uterus ,  that  the  upper  part  of  the  head 

T  2  lay 
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lay  over  the  Pubis ,  the  face  being  to  the 
right  fide.  As  all  the  waters  were  dis¬ 
charged,  it  would  have  required  great  force 
to  turn  the  child  fo  as  to  bring  it  by  the 
feet:  I  therefore,  raifed  the  head  higher* 
forcing  the  forehead  upwards,  and  the 
Vertex  coming  in  as  I  withdrew  my  hand, 

the  child  was  prefently  delivered. 

/  • 

NUMB.  VI.  CASE  I. 

From  the  Prefentation  of  the  Face,  of  the 
Shoulder,  and  of  the  Breaft. 

Vide  Tab.  XXIII.' 

i 

In  the  year  1743.  being  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man,  who  had  been  a  great  many  hours 
in  labour,  after  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
was  fully  opened,  and  the  waters  dis¬ 
charged,  I  found  the  head  low  down  in  the 
Pelvis ,  the  face  prefenting,  the  chin  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  Pubis ,  and  the  cheeks  fo 
exceffively  fwelled,  that  at  firffc  I  imagined 
the  breech  prefented,  until  examining  a  fe- 
cond  time  with  my  fingers,  I  felt  the  mouth, 
eyes  and  nofe.  When  the  friends  alked  if 
the  cafe  was  dangerous,  I  precipitately  an- 
fwered,  that  there  was  no  great  danger, 
but  that  of  lofing  the  child,  which  might 
be.  faved,  if  the  mother  was  foon  delivered. 

They 
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‘They  replied,  that  provided  the  mother 
was  fafe,  the  child  was  of  no  great  con- 
fequence,  as  Ihe  had  already  more  children 
than  Ihe  could  well  maintain.  The  pati- 
tient  told  me,  ihe  felt  the  child  ftir  every 
now  and  then,  and  indeed  I  plainly  felt 
its  motion  by  laying  my  hand  on  her  belly. 
However,  as  every  body  prefent  declared 
againft  my  giving  any  afliftance,  and  were 
fatisfied  with  my  telling  them  that  the  wo¬ 
man  was  in  no  immediate  danger,  I  left 
her  to  the  care  of  the  midwife,  who  in¬ 
deed  had  oppofed  my  being  called.  I 
could  eafiJy  have  delivered  her  with  the 
forceps,  and  ought  to  have  faid  in  general 
that  there  was  danger  in  the  cafe.  1  knew 
the  child’s  head  was  fmall,  and  that  the 
delivery  was  retarded  either  by  the  navel - 
firing,  or  the  contraftion  of  the  lower 
part  of  the  Uterus ,  round  the  neck,  or  be¬ 
fore  the  fho uiders ;  for  the  head  was  pull¬ 
ed  up  as  the  pains  abated. 

This  vifit  I  made  in  the  forenoon,  and 
the  child  was  not  delivered  till  the  evening, 
when  I  was  called  again  in  a  great  hurry 
to  bring  away  the  Placenta ,  which  was  eafi- 
ly  extracted.  I  examined  the  child,  which 
was  dead,  and  found  its  head  fqueezed  to 
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a  great  length,  the  face  and  neck  being 
much  fwelled  and  of  a  livid  colour, 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1744,  I  examined  one  of 
the  poor  women,  attended  by  my  pupils, 
in  labour  of  her  firft  child,  which  lay  very 
high,  and  I  thought  I  felt  the  breech  pre- 
fenting.  The  membranes  had  broke  when 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  dilated  to  the 
breadth  of  half  a  crown.  The  pains 
being  flight  and  the  woman  ftrong,  I  de- 
fired  the  gentlemen  to  let  the  breech  be 
pufhed  down  gradually,  and  flowly  dilate 
the  Os  Internum ,  and  in  the  mean  time,  I 

left  a  midwife  to  attend,  and  direfted  her 

/  . 

to  give  us  notice  when  that  dilatation 
fhould  be  effefted,  In  about  three  hours, 
I  was  called  again,  and  underflood  from 
the  midwife,  that  after  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  was  fully  opened,  the  child  defend¬ 
ed  very  faff,  prefenting  at  firft  with  the 
cheek,  but  that  now  fhe  plainly  diftin- 
guifhed  the  face.  When  I  examined,- 1 
found  the  chin  down  tq  the  lower  part 
of  the  left  Ifcbium,  and  turned  up  below 
the  Pubis.  In  a  few  pains,  the  Os  Extern 
num  being  fufnciently  dilated,  the  forehead 

and 
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and  Vertex  turned  up  from  the  Perinceum, 
and  the  woman  was  immediately  delivered 
of  a  fmall  child,  before  any  of  the  pupils 
arrived. 


CASE  III. 

Vide  Tab.  XXV. 

In  the  year  1748.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  labour,  by  a  midwife,  who  told 
me  flie  found  the  opening  of  the  child's 
head  below  the  {hare-bones,  and  imagined 
the  child  came  wrong,  with  the  forehead 
to  that  part.  At  firft  when  I  examined  I 
was  of  the  fame  opinion  5  but  during  the 
next  pain,  which  was  very  ftrong,  I  found 
the  head  was  pufhed  down  much  lower  at 
the  back  part  of  the  Pelvis.  Feeling 
at  that  part,  with  my  finger,  for  the  Lamb- 
do i dal  Suture ,  I  plainly  diftinguifhed  the 
face,  and  the  chin  backwards  at  the  Coc¬ 
cyx.  In  two  pains  more,  the  face  and 
forehead  protruded  the  pofterior  parts  in 
form  of  a  large  tumor,  the  Perinceum  and 
fundament  were  greatly  lengthened,  the 
Vi ertex  and  Occiput  flipped  out  from  below 
the  Pubis :  then  the  forehead  and  face  turn¬ 
ed  up  from  the  Perinceum.,  which  being 
thin,  I  fupported  it  with  my  hand,  and  the 

T  4  woman 
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woman  was  delivered  of  a  fmall  child. 

j.  »  • 

Her  Pelvis  was  large,  and  Hie  ufed  to  have 
very  quick  labours, 

t  , 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1749.  I  attended  a  gentle¬ 
woman,  whom  I  had  twice  before  deliver¬ 
ed,  after  tedious  labours,  proceeding  from 
the  largenefs  of  the  children  and  the  fmall 
fize  of  the  Pelvis.  When  I  was  called  on 
this  third  occafion,  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  was  open  to  about  the  breadth  of 
a  crown  piece,  the  membranes  and  waters 
were  very  tenfe  during  a  pain,  but  being 
relaxed  when  that  abated,  I  felt  fome  part 
of  the  child,  though  more  unequal  than 
the  Apex  of  the  head.  Having  waited,  till 
by  degrees  the  membranes  had  fully  opened 
the  parts,  and  were  pufhed  down  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  Vagina ,  I  examined 
again,  and  felt  the  child’s  face  prefenting 
through  the  membranes.  Refledting  upon 
her  former  tedious  labours,  and  forefeeing 
that  if  I  allow' ed  the  head  to  come  along 
in  that  pofition,  the  patient  would  fuller, 
and  that  if  I  fhould  bring  it  by  the  feet, 
the  child  might  be  loft ;  I  directed  her 
to  be  laid  on  her  back,  with  her  breech 

fc.  «  -  **  *'  4  +  ,*  *  ’  * 

to 
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to  the  foot  of  the  bed,  and  fupported  witl} 
pillows,  between  a  fitting  and  a  lying  pof- 
ture,  on  pretence  that  the  labour  would 
be  favoured  by  fuch  a  fituation.  While  a 
woman  fat  behind  fupportingher  head,  and 
one  on  each  fide  held  up  her  legs  and  knees, 
I  gradually  dilated  the  Os  'Externum  during 
the  pains,  until  I  could  introduce  my  hand 
into  the  Vagina.  In  pulhing  it  farther  up, 
I  felt  the  membranes  break,  but,  my  hand 
{till  advancing,  the  Os  Externum  was  plug¬ 
ged  up  by  the  lower  part  of  my  arm, 
which  hindered  the  waters  from  being  dif- 
charged,  until  feeling  the  chin  to  the  right, 
and  the  forehead  to  the  left-fide,  I  raifed 
this  laft  upwards,  grafping  the  Vertex> 
which  was  now  lowermoft,  with  my  fin¬ 
gers  and  thumb.  I  then  gently  withdrew 
my  hand  a  little,  to  let  the  waters  pafs, 
that  the  Uterus  might  be  contracted,  and 
keep  the  child  in  that  pofition.  Finding 
this  expedient  fucceed,  I  drew  forth  my 
hand,  when  the  patient  thought  the  child 
was  delivered.  However,  I  convinced  her 
that  what  I  had  done  was  abfolutely  ne~ 
celfary,  and  that  fhe  was  now  in  a  fair 
way  of  delivery,  provided  (he  would  exert 
that  courage  and  patience,  which  had  fup- 
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ported  her  in  her  former  labours.  Nor 
was  I  difappointed  in  myprognoftic;  for 
this  delivery  was  much  quicker  than  thofe 
(he  had  experienced  before. 

C  A'S  E  V. 

In  the  year  1751.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  labour,  by  a  midwife  who  had 
formerly  attended  my  leftures :  (he  inform¬ 
ed  me  that  the  mouth  of  the  womb  was 
largely  open,  and  although  the  membranes 
were  not  broke,  (lie  could  find  fomething 
like  a  hand  and  fingers  :  (he  likewife  told 
me,  that  the  woman  was  ftraight  made  ; 
that  (he  had  delivered  her  once  before, 
when  the  labour  was  very  tedious,  and  the 
head  of  the  child,  which  was  dead  born, 
fqueezed  to  a  great  length.  I  found  every 
thing  as  fhe  had  defcribed,  and  felt  befides, 
fomething  like  the  fhoulder  or  hip,  which 
I  was  certain,  could  not  be  the  head.  As 
her  former  labours  had  been  difficult,  and 
I  was  afraid  the  child  would  be  loft,  (liould 
it  be  brought  by  the  feet,  I  refolved  to 
feize  the  opportunity  of  trying  to  bring  in 
the  head,  fince  the  membranes  were  not 
broke.  I  accordingly  a6ted  pretty  much 
ip  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  preceding 
.  ■  cafe^ 
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cafe  j  but  found  greater  difficulty  in  brings 
ing  in  the  head,  which  was  more  ffippery 
and  large  than  in  the  former  inftance : 
hefides,  I  loft  a  great  quantity  of  the  wa¬ 
ters,  by  being  obliged,  after  I  had  puffied 
up  the  fhoulder,  to  withdraw  my  hand  a 
good  way  before  I  could  bring  in  the  head, 
and  in  attempting  to  raife  up  the  hand 
that  came  down  with  it.  The  Vertex  be¬ 
ing  turned  down,  and  one  of  the  ears  to-# 
wards  the  Vertebra  of  the  loins,  I  with¬ 
drew  my  hand,  when  the  forehead  with 
the  right-hand  was  to  the  right,  and  the 
Occiput  to  the  left  fide  of  the  Pelvis,  and 
the  pains  cealed  for  fome  time,  as  ufual, 
after  the  membranes  are  broke.  Having 
now  encouraged  the  woman,  by  telling 
her  that  the  child  prefented  fair,  I  took  my 
leave,  and  in  about  three  hours,  the  was 
fafely  delivered,  though  not  without  very 
ftrong  and  fevere  pains. 

CASE  VI. 

In  the  year  1752.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man,  whom  I  had  before  delivered  of  a 
child  that  prefented  wrong,  though  I  could 
not  fave  it  by  reafon  of  her  narrow  Pelvis . 
On  this  occafion,  fire  had  been  fubjebt  to 
a  ft  e- 
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frequent,  though  flight  pains,  the  day  be¬ 
fore  I  favv  her ;  towards  morning  the  mem¬ 
branes  had  broke,  a  fmall  quantity  of  the 
waters  was  difcharged,  and  fhe  had  no 
more  pains  till  my  arrival.  Upon  examin¬ 
ing,  I  found  feme  part  prefenting,  which 
could  neither  be  the  head  nor  breech,  and 
I  afterwards  difcovered  to  be  the  bread.  As 
the  pains  had  ceafed,  I  was  in  hopes  that 
feme  of  the  waters  was  left  in  the  Uterus , 
although  the  membranes  were  broke ;  and 
going  to  work  as  in  the  two  former  cafes, 
brought  in  the  Vertex ,  with  great  difficulty, 
occafionecl  by  the  flipperinefs  of  the  body 
and  head,  which  lad,  was,  after  many  ef¬ 
forts,  and  the  return  of  ftrong  pains, 
fqueezed  down  in  a  longitudinal  form,  and 
the  woman  fafely  delivered. 

In  thefe  caies  we  are  feldom  called  in  by 
the  midwives  before  the  membranes  are 
broke,  otherwife  we  fhould,  in  prasterna- 
tural  pofitions,  have  a  better  opportunity 
to  bring  in  the  Vertex,  when  the  Pehis  is 
To  fmall,  or  the  head  fo  large,  that  the 
child  cannot  be  faved,  if  brought  by  the 
feet. 
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CASE  VIL 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Hargood,  in  a  letter 
dated  at  Chatham ,  1 7  5  r . 

When  he  was  called,  the  midwife  told 
him  the  waters  had  been  difcharged  feveral 
hours ;  and  he  found  the  face  prefcnting 
low  in  the  Pelvis,  the  chin  being  towards 
the  right  Ifchium.  After  fhe  had  under¬ 
gone  feveral  pains,  which  did  no  fervice, 
he  refolved  to  deliver  with  the  Forceps ; 
but  juft  when  he  was  about  to  apply  them, 
fhe  was  feized  with  a  ftrong  pain,  during 
which  he  affifted  with  his  fingers  in  mov¬ 
ing  the  chin  towards  the  Pubis,  and  the 
child  was  fafely  delivered. 

CASE  VIII. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Cook,  Sept.  26,  1752. 

I  was  called  to  a  woman  in  labour,  and 
felt  the  child’s  face  prefenting.  I  under- 
ftood  that  fhe  had  undergone  two  tedious 
labours  before,  though  the  children  were 
very  fmall  j  whence  I  concluded  her  Pelvis 
was  narrow,  and  in  palling  my  hand  into 
the  Vagina,  I  found  it  fo.  Upon  which  I 
laid  alide  all  thoughts  of  turning  the  child 
and  delivering  by  the  feet,  as  I  fhould  have 

done 
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done  had  the  Pelvis  been  large*  The  face  be* 
ing  high  up, and  her  pains  very  ftrong,I  wait* 
ed  to  fee  if  they  would  bring  it  lower  down  j 
and  in  about  fix  hours  my  expectation  was 
anfwered,  the  chin  being  at  the  left  Ifchium. 
I  then,  during  the  pains,  endeavoured  to 
raife  it  to  the  Os  Pubis  with  my  finger, 
and  in  that  manner  the  child  was  deliver¬ 
ed.  The  head  was  fqueezed  into  a  long 
form,  the  parietal  bones  were  prefled  one 
over  another,  and  on  one  fide  of  the  head 
was  a  very  deep  impreflion  formed  by  the 
Jetting  in  of  the  Os  Sacrum.  The  face  was 
very  much  bruifed  and  fwelled,  and  the 
child  dead.  I  prefcribed  an  opiate  for  the 
woman,  who  had  undergone  great  fatigue  5 
fhe  enjoyed  good  reft  and  did  well. 


COL- 

% 
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COLLECTION  XVII. 

Of  tedious  cafes  from  the  rigidity  of  the 
Os  Internum,  Vagina,  or  Os  Ex¬ 
ternum,  as  alfo  from  the  wrong  poli- 
tion  of  the  mouth  of  the  womb. 

N  U  M  B.  I.  C  A  S  E  I. 

Of  the  rigidity  of  the  Os  Uteri.  ' 

In  the  year  1731.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  turned  of  forty,  in  labour  of  her  firft 
child,  who,  though  by  her  own  and  mid¬ 
wife’s  account,  fhe  had  three  or  four  weeks 
to  go,  had  been  in  a  kind  of  lingering  la¬ 
bour  for  two  days.  At  fix  in  the  evening 
the  membranes  broke,  and  as  file  lived  at 
a  diftance,  I  could  not  be  with  her,  till 
about  four  next  morning,  when  the  mid¬ 
wife  told  me  that  after  the  membranes 
broke,  fhe  had  every  now  and  then  a  ftrong 
pain,  but  that  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
was  not  opened  as  ufual  by  thefe  pains, 
and  fhe  was  afraid  that  the  womb  and  al-* 
together  would  be  pufhed  out  of  the  body, 
through  the  Os  Externum.  Upon  examin¬ 
ing  in  time  of  a  pain,  I  found  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  open  to  about  the  breadth 
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of  half  a  crown,  but  thick  and  rigid,  and 
forced  about  half  an  inch  without  the  Os 
Externum,  which  was  pretty  much  dilated, 
and  I  felt  the  child’s  head  prefenting. 
There  was  an  intenfe  heat  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Uterus,  and  die  complained  of  great 
pain  in  that  part,  even  in  abfence  of  the 
labour-pains.  She  was  of  a  Itrong  and 
healthy  conftitution,  though  of  a  thin 
habit :  her  pulfe  was  quick,  full  and  hard, 
her  fkin  hot  and  dry  :  file  laboured  under 
a  fevere  drought,  and  I  underltood  Ihe 
had  from  time  to  time  fwallowed  cordials 
to  affilt  the  labour,  fuch  as  white-wine 
and  malt  fpirit.  Having  confidered  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe,  I  concluded  that 
the  difficulty  of  delivery  was  owing  to  the 
rigidity  of  the  Os  Internum,  for  Ihe  had 
lain  chiefly  on  the  bed,  without  having 
been  fatigued ;  that  the  head  was  but 
lin  all,  becaufe  it  had  puflied  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  fo  low  down,  and  that  the 
fever  was  owing  to  an  indifcreet  ufe  of 
Ipirituous  liquors.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
reflections  Ihe  was  blooded  at  the  arm  to 
the  quantity  of  twelve  ounces,  directed  to 
drink  plentifully  of  barley-water,  kept  in 
bed,  lying  on  one  lid e,  her  breech  being 

raifed 
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railed  a  little  higher  than  her  body,  and 
during  every  pain,  I  kept  up  the  Uterus 
and  head  with  my  fingers,  fo  as  to  refill 
and  abate  the  violent  force  of  the  pains. 
By  thefe  means,  Ihe  was  greatly  relieved, 
enjoyed  between  whiles  gentle  flumbers  and 
plentiful  fweats :  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
turned  more  foft  and  yielding,  and  when 
largely  dilated,  I  pufhed  it  gently  up  with 
my  fingers  all  round  the  head,  which  at 
laft  glided  eafily  along,  and  was  delivered. 
I  took  the  fame  precaution  in  delivering 
the  Ihoulders  and  body,  defired  the  mid¬ 
wife  to  confine  her  to  her  bed  longer  than 
the  ufual  time,  and  advifed  her  to  abftain 
from  any  violent  exercife  for  a  confider- 
able  time  after  Ihe  Ihould  be  able  to  walk, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  Prolapfus  Uteri.  I 
was  afterwards  informed  that  Ihe  recovered 
very  well,  without  being  expofed  to  any 
fuch  complaints  in  the  fequel. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1746.  I  attended  a  patient 
near  forty,  in  labour  of  her  third  child, 
who  had  been  afflidled  with  a  Prolapfus 
Uteri ,  fince  her  laft  pregnancy.-  When  I 
was  called,  Ihe  had  fome  flight  pains,  the 

U  mouth 
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mouth  of  the  womb  was  very  little  open, 
teemed  thin  and  rigid,  and  was  iituated 

more  forwards  in  the  Vagina ,  than  is  com¬ 
monly  the  cafe;  the  child’s  head  was  prefs- 
ed  low  down,  and  feemed  fmall,  but  I  could 
feel  no  waters.  Her  pulfe  being  very  quick, 
flie  was  blooded  to  the  quantity  of  eight 
ounces,  an  emollient  and  laxative  glyfter 
being  injedled,  difcharged  a  great  quantity 
of  hard  Paces-,  and  as  Hie  had  enjoyed  no 
ileep  that  day  or  the  preceding  night,  I 
prescribed  an  anodyne  draught,  and  di¬ 
rected  her  to  drink  plentifully  of  barley- 
water.  Tliefe  expedients  fucceeded  to  my 
wifh ;  file  flept  and  fweated  during  the 
greateft  part  of  the  night,  and  I  was  call¬ 
ed  again  in  the  morning,  when  the  pains 
grew  ftronger  and  more  frequent.  I  then’ 
found,  the  mouth  of  the  womb  much  more 
open,  though  puflied  down  without  the 
Os  Externum ;  I  like  wife  felt  between  my 
fingers  the  hair  of  the  child’s  head,  tho’ 
the  patient  was  not  feniible  that  the 
membranes  were  broke,  or  the  waters 
drained  off.  During  every  pain,  I  kept 
up  the  child’s  head,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
womb,  which  I  gradually  dilated  with  my 
finger,  till  being  fully  opened,  it  eafily 

dipt 
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flipt  up  all  round  the  head,  and  this  after¬ 
wards  opening  the  Os  Externum  by  degrees, 
was  fafely  delivered. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  I  was 
befpoke  to  attend  a  woman,  who  had  been 
fubjedt  to  tedious  labours.  When  call¬ 
ed,  I  found  the  child’s  head  pufhed  down 
to  the  anterior  and  inferior  part  of  the  Ute¬ 
rus,  fo  much  at  the  fore-part,  that  it  was 
fome  time  before  I  could  fee!  the  mouth  of 
the  womb,  which  was  tilted  backwards 
and  upwards  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
Gs  Sacrum.  In  a  few  pains,  the  head 
pufhed  down  the  Uterus  below  the  Pubis , 
to  the  Os  Externum ,  when  I  felt  the  Os 
Uteri  very  thin  and  foft ;  and  the  patient 
complained  of  great  pain  from  this  pro- 
trufion  of  the  lower  part  of  the  womb  by 
the  head.  However,  Fie  was  in  a  great 
meafure  relieved  by  my  prefiing  againft 
it  with  my  fingers.  At  the  fame  time,  in¬ 
troducing  the  fore-finger  of  my  other  hand 
into  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  I  brought 
it  forwards  to  the  Pubis ,  and  kept  it  in 
that  pofition  during  feveral  pains,  which 
gradually  dilating  it,  the  head  was  pufhed 

U  2  lower 
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lower  and  lower,  and  by  degrees  I  dipt  up 
the  mouth  of  the  wemb,  betwixt  the  Pu¬ 
bis  and  head,  which  afterwards  made  very 
quick  advances,  and  was  foon  delivered. 

CASE  IV. 

t  , 

In  the  year  1747. 1  attended  a  woman  in 
labour  of  her  firlf  child,  whofe  belly  was  pen¬ 
dulous,  and  hung  forward  over  the  Pubis . 
(V  id.  T ab.  XII. )  When  I  came  fhe  was  pret¬ 
ty  ftraight  laced,  the  pains  were  Ilrong,  the 
membranes  pufhed  down  with  the  waters, 
the  Os  Internum  was  backwards  and  high 
up,  felt  thick  and  rigid,  and  was  opened 
to  about  the  breadth  of  half  a  crown.  I 
diredted  her  to  unlace,  defired  the  nurfe 
to  make  the  bed  fo  as  that  her  breech 
might  lie  higher  than  her  Ihoulder,  and  to 
raife  up  the  belly  with  her  hands  in  time 
of  a  pain.  The  mouth  of  the  womb  was 
gradually  dilated,  the  membranes  broke, 
and  the  child’s  head  advanced  lowrer  in  the 
Pelvis ;  but  the  Os  Internum  remaining  ftill 
backwards,  and  the  head  preffing  down 
the  lower  and  anterior  part  of  the  Uterus, 
I  was  obliged  to  affift,  as  in  the  former 
cafe,  until  the  head  was  forced  down,  tho’ 

•  it 
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it  dilated  with  great  difficulty,  and  to 
ftretch  the  Os  Externum ,  from  time  to 
time,  before  the  child  could  be  delivered. 

CASE  V. 

I  was  called  to  a  patient  not  above  fif¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  in  labour  of  her  firft 
child,  and  found  the  head  of  the  child  pre- 
fenting,  and  that  the  membranes  and  wa¬ 
ters,  after  having  flowly  dilated  the  Os  In¬ 
ternum ,  advanced  quite  to  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num ,  which  I  hoped  they  would  open  alfo  j 
but  they  broke  juft  as  they  arrived  at  the 
part.  Then  the  head  advanced  and  pufli- 
ed  out  the  lower  parts,  in  form  of  a  large 
tumor,  the  Perinceum  being  very  thin,  and 
ftretched  to  the  extent  of  five  fingers.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  the  Os  Externum  was  very  little 
dilated,  and  the  pains  were  fo  ftrong,  that 
I  was  obliged  to  prefs  the  flat  part  of  my 
hand  upon  the  parts,  to  prevent  the  Four- 
chette  from  being  torn,  and  by  refilling  the 
force  of  the  head  againft  the  Os  Externum, 
allow  it  time  for  gradual  relaxation.  The 
pains  continuing  to  return  every  five  or 
fix  minutes  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  with¬ 
out  any  alteration,  I  found  it  neceflary  to 
an  opiate  to  reftrain  them,  that 

U  3  I 
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I  might  have  time  to  lubricate  with  po¬ 
matum,  and  dilate  gently  with  my  fingers 
By  thefe  means,  the  Os  Externum  was  gra¬ 
dually  ftretched  fo  as  to  allow  the  head  to 

J 

pafs  without  any  laceration  of  the  parts. 

CASE  VI. 

About  the  fame  time,  I  attended  ano- 

* 

ther  patient,  though  not  fo  young,  and 
the  labour  proceeded  much  in  the  fame 
manner :  but  after  having  guarded  the 
parts,  in  order  to  prevent  laceration, 
during  a  few  pains,  I  withdrew  my 
hand  to  take  feme  pomatum,  for  lubri¬ 
cating  the  external  parts.  In  that  inter¬ 
val  a  ftrong  pain  returned,  contrary  to 
my  expectation  ;  and,  before  I  could 
replace  my  hand,  the  child’s  head  was  de¬ 
livered,  and  the  Perinceum  torn  quite  to 
the  Anus.  This  accident  was  owing  to 
my  hurry  and  precipitation,  in  con fequence 
of  which  I  palled  my  hand  on  the  out- 
iide  of  the  Iheet,  and  before  I  could  dis¬ 
entangle'  it,  the  damage  was  done. 

Ever  mice  this  misfortune,  when  I  at¬ 
tend  women  in  labour  of  their  firft  chil¬ 
dren,  I  always  turn  up  and  pin  the  upper 

flieet 
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fiieet  to  the  bed-quilt,  as  the  child’s  head 
advances  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis. 

CASE  VII. 

Communicated  by  Dr.  Aujlin ,  of  Edinburgh , 

in  a  letter  dated  1749. 

He  was  called  to  a  young  woman  in  la¬ 
bour  of  her  firft  child,  who  had  acute 

\ 

pains  from  ‘Tuefday  till  Saturday  night,  when 
fhe  was  delivered.  All  that  time  the  child’s 
head  was  fqueezed  in  the  Pelvis ,  and  for 
twenty-four  hours  the  bones  rode  one 
another  in  the  Vagina.  About  two  hours 
before  fhe  was  laid,  he  attempted  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  forceps,  wrhich,  however,  he  de¬ 
clined  ufing,  becaufe  the  pains  became 
ftronger,  and  he  imagined  the  child  was 
dead.  Indeed,  to  all  appearance  it  was 
Hill-born,  but  in  a  few  minutes  he  was 
agreeably  furprized  to  find  it  alive,  and 
both  the  mother  and  the  child  did  well. 
Two  days  after  delivery,  he  extracted  from 
the  woman  five  Englijh  pints  of  urine  with 
the  catheter. 


U  4 
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COLLECTION  XVIII. 

Of  lingering  or  dangerous  cafes,  from 
weaknefs,  anxiety,  frights,  floodings, 
loofenefs,  convulfions,  fevers,  &c. 

N  U  M  B.  I.  C  A  S  E  I. 

From  Weakness. 

In  the  year  1743.  I  was  called  to  one 
of  the  poor  women  whom  my  pupils  at¬ 
tend,  in  labour  of  her  firfl:  child.  She 
was  young,  and  fo  exceffively  weak  from 
want  of  nourifhment,  that  when  we  were 
called,  fhe  feemed  really  expiring.  Ano¬ 
ther  patient  who  lived  in  the  fame  houfq:, 
faid,  this  young  woman  was  an  intirfe 
ftranger,  who  had  been  taken  in  as  a  lodger 
the  preceding  night,  and  feemed  to  be  in 
a  Aarving  condition  ;  and  at  laA  the  poor 
creature  herfelf  owned,  that  fhe  had  re¬ 
ceived  no  fuflenance  but  water,  for  the 
fpace  of  three  days.  She  had  been  fub- 
jedt  to  fome  flight  pains  all  the  former 
day  and  night :  when  I  examined,  I  found 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  largely  open,  the 
membranes  broke,  and  the  head  prefent- 
ing  ;  but  the  pains  were  at  long  intervals, 

and 
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and  her  weaknefs  fo  alarming,  that  I  im¬ 
mediately  fent  for  a  roll  and  fome  ale, 
which  was  qualified  with  a  little  fugar, 
nutmeg  and  geneva,  to  which  laft  I  fup- 
pofed  fhe  was  accuflromed,  and  therefore 
judged  it  was  a  better  cordial  than  any  other 
I  could  have  prefcrib’d  from  an  apothecary’s 
fhop.  Of  this  nourilhment,  I  directed 
her  to  take  a  very  little  at  a  time,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly,  her  exhaufted  fpirits  were  gra¬ 
dually  recruited,  infomuch,  that  although 
the  cafe  was  lingering  and  tedious,  fhe  was 
fafely  delivered  by  the  labour-pains. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1724.  I  was  by  a  midwife 
called  to  a  woman  of  a  weak  habit  and 
melancholy  difpofition,  occafioned  by  the 
exceffive  flooding  which  had  attended  a 
former  delivery.  She  had  become  pregnant 
again,  before  fhe  recovered  her  fixength, 
was  feldom  able  to  rife  out  of  bed,  and 
her  ftomach  was  fo  weak,  that  it  could 
receive  or  digeft  but  very  little  nourifh- 
ment.  The  midwife  told  me  her  pains 
were  fo  weak,  fhe  was  afraid  fhe  could  not 
be  delivered  without  afliftance ;  that  fhe 
had  enjoyed  little  or  no  fleep  for  the  fpace 

of 
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of  forty-eight  hours,  but  had  been  fuhject 
to  frequent  faintings,  from  which  file  was 
with  difficulty  recovered ;  and  laftly,  that 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  foft  and  a 
little  open.  I  felt  her  pulfe  very  low,  and 
examining  during  a  pain,  which  feebly 
protruded  the  membranes  and  waters,  per¬ 
ceived  the  child’s  head :  then  bringing  for¬ 
wards  with  my  finger,  the  Os  Uteri  to¬ 
wards  the  Pubis ,  I  found  it  much  more 
open  than  the  midwife  imagined,  and  felt 
feme  indurated  Faeces  in  the  Rechim.  I 
was  alfo  informed,  that  as  fhe  had  an  aver- 
fion  to  all  forts  of  nourifhment,  fhe  ate 
very  little,  and  feldom  had  pafTage  in  her 
belly,  and  was  commonly  coftive. 

I  directed  her  to  take  frequently  a  tea¬ 
cup  full  of  chicken-broth,  and  between 
whiles,  a  little  of  the  weak  cinnamon- 
water.  A  glyfter  of  the  broth  being  thrown 
up,  emptied  the  inteftines  •,  then '  half  a 
pint  of  the  fame,  in  which  two  grains 
of  Opium  were  diffolved,  being  injected,  I 
defired  that  fhe  might  be  kept  quiet  in  bed, 
in  hope  of  procuring  her  deep,  and  take 
an  ounce  of  ftrong-cinnamon- water  every 
four  hours.  By  thefe  means  the  faintings 
went  off,  die  flept  pretty  well  that  night 

be- 
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between  the  pains,  and  thefe  gradually  lu¬ 
cre  aiing  fhe  was  fafely  delivered  in  the 
morning. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1744.  I  attended  a  gentle¬ 
woman,  in  labour  of  her  third  child.  She 
was  of  an  hypochondriac  dhpoiition,  went 
feldom  abroad,  towards  the  latter  end  of 
pregnancy,  could  hardly  be  kept  out  of 
bed,  was,  in  the  beginning  of  the  eighth 
month,  attacked  with  frequent  Teachings, 
fo  as  to  vomit  up  every  thing  file  ate  or 
drank,  by  which  complaint  fhe  was  re¬ 
el  need  to  a  flate  of  exceffive  weaknefs,  from 
want  of  nourifhment. 

I  ordered  the  nurfe  to  inject  about  half 
a  pint  of  beef  or  mutton  broth,  by  way 
of  glyfter,  five  or  fix  times  a  day,  to  pre¬ 
vail  upon,  her  to  rife  frequently  and  walk 
about  the  room,  and  like  wife  to  go  abroad 
fometimes  in  a  coach. 

By  this  method  fhe  recruited  a  little,  and 
with  the  a fii fiance  of  fome  mint  and  anti- 
hyfteric  water,  lhe  could  keep  a  little 
broth  in  her  flomach.  I  managed  her 
much  in  the  fame  manner  as  that  deferibed 
in  the  former. cafe,  in  time  of  labour,  which 
though  tedious,  ended  happily. 


NUMB. 
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NUMB.  II.  CASE  I. 

From  Anxiety  and  Grief. 

In  the  year  1747.  I  attended  a  gentle¬ 
woman,  in  labour  of  her  firft  child,  who, 
a  few  days  before  had  been  fo  much  af- 
fefted  with  the  fudden  death  of  her  huf- 
band,  that  Fie  was  feized  with  frequent 
faintings  and  great  anxiety  of  mind.  When 
I  arrived,  her  pains  were  very  weak,  and 
the  membranes  had  broke  even  before  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  was  much  dilated. 
Although  the  child’s  head  was  fmall, 
Fie  continued  three  days  in  a  kind  of  la¬ 
bour  :  yet,  by  encouraging  and  fupporting 
her  with  cordials  and  nouriFiing  things, 
and  indulging  her  as  much  as  pofiible  with 
reft,  Fie  was  fafely  delivered  of  a  child, 
which  feemed  to  have  died  foon  after  Fie 
heard  the  melancholy  news  of  her  huf- 
band’s  death. 


CASE  II.' 

In  the  year  1749.  I  was  called  to  ano¬ 
ther  gentlewoman,  in  the  fame  circum- 
ftances,  overwhelmed  with  anxiety  in  con- 
fequence  of  her  huftiand’s  death,  which 
had  happened  about  two  months  before 
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her  labour.  I  found  her  fo  low,  and  the 
cafe  was  fo  tedious,  that  I  was  afraid  flie 
had  not  ftrength  to  undergo  the  delivery. 
Yet  by  the  management  defcribed  above, 
file  was  fafely  delivered  of  a  weakly  child. 

I  have  attended  many  other  women  in 
labour,  whofe  lives  were  endangered  by 
great  weaknefs,  proceeding  from  various 
caufes;  yet,  by  fuch  management  they 
were  fafely  delivered.  Anxiety,  misfortune, 
and  difappointment,  frequently  reduce  wo¬ 
men  in  labour,  to  the  verge  of  death.  La¬ 
bour  is  often  brought  on  by  frights  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  different  accidents,  fuch  as 
that  of  fire  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
earthquake  in  the  year  1749,  produced  fe- 
veral  cafes  of  this  kind  ;  and  any  thing 
that  affeffs  the  paflions  to  a  degree  of  vio¬ 
lence  or  tranfport,  will  have  the  fame  ef¬ 
fect.  On  thefe  occafions,  if  the  child  is 
fmall,  delivery  is  fometimes  performed  of 
a  fudden  j  but  if  the  labour  was  begun  be¬ 
fore  the  patient  was  feized  with  the  emo¬ 
tion,  it  commonly  went  off,  nor  did  the 
pains  return  for  a  long  time.  However, 
if  thefe  frights,  &c.  are  not  attended  with 
violent  floodings,  convulfions  or  fevers,  the 
patients  generally  recover,  though  fome¬ 
times 
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times  the  children  are  dead.  Nay,  even 
when  thofe  bad  fymptoms  have  accompa¬ 
nied  the  cafe,  I  have  known  both  mother 
and  child  happily  laved. 

NUMB.  III.  CASE  I. 

From  Floodings. 

In  the  year  1735.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  near  her  full  time,  who  was  feized 
with  flooding  and  labour,  in  confequence 
of  being  frightened  by  a  fire  which  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  houfe,  as  well  as  from  the 
fatigue  incurred  by  removing  the  furni¬ 
ture.  When  I  arrived,  the  fire  was  ex- 
tinguifhed,  and  I  found  her  lying  upon 
hay  in  a  barn,  lofing  blood  very  faft.  The 
mouth  of  the  womb  being  pretty  largely 
opened,  I  immediately  broke  the  mem¬ 
branes,  which,  with  the  waters,  were 
pufhed  down  in  every  pain,  and  the 
haemorrhage  foon  flopped  :  the  patient 
was  very  cold,  from  the  feverity  of  the 
winter  feafon,  and  the  thinnefs  of  her  co¬ 
vering.  While  I  pradtifed  in  the  country, 
I  always  carried  in  mv  pocket,  Tome  fpirit 
of  hartfhorn,  tincfure  of  caflor,  and  liquid 
laudanum,  in  feparate  bottles.  Of  thele, 
with  the  affiftance  of  feme  brandy  and 

water, 
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water,  I  composed  a  cordial  and  anodyne 
mixture,  of  which  die  took  frequently 
two  or  three  fpoonfuls,  and  being  accom¬ 
modated  with  more  deaths  from  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  fhe  recovered  her  natural  heat, 
and  at  laft  enjoyed  a  plentiful  fweat  and 
refrefhing  repofe.  The  pains  were  dowdy 
augmented  with  long  intervals  ;  as  her 
pulfe  and  ftrength  returned  the  labour  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  although  it  w^as  tedious,  fhe 
was  at  laft  delivered.  Yet  her  deep  was 
afterwards  interrupted  by  frightful  dreams 
of  fire ;  and  die  often  awoke  in  a  deliri¬ 
um,  fo  that  twenty  days  elapfed  before  (he 
was  out  of  danger.  She  had  fuckled  her 
former  children,  but  had  no  milk  after 
this  delivery,  and  but  a  very  final!  dif- 
charge  of  the  Lochia ;  thefe  evacuations 
being  impeded  by  the  disturbance  of  her 
thoughts.  Her  greateft  danger,  however, 
feeming  to  proceed  from  weaknefs  occa- 
fio'ned  by  the  lofs  of  fo  much  blood,  I 
thought  the  principal  objedl  of  regard  was 
the  circulation,  which  was  kept  up  by  the 
cordials  and  reftoratives ;  and  as  die  was 
every  now  and  then  fubjeft  to  lhiverings,and 
laboured  under  a  low  weak  pulfe,  I  pre¬ 
ferred  repeated  dofes  of  the  bark  and  the 

mode- 
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moderate  ufe  of  French  claret,  from  which 
Ihe  found  great  benefit. 

When  labour  is  brought  on,  and  a  flood¬ 
ing  occafioned  by  fuch  alarms,  fo  that  the 
patient  is  exhaufted  by  the  haemorrhage, 
this  is  either  diminilhed  or  entirely  car¬ 
ried  off  by  breaking  the  membranes  ;  and 
of  late,  I  have  frequently  fucceeded  in  flood¬ 
ings  that  happened  before  labour,  by  gent¬ 
ly  dilating  the  mouth  of  the  womb  with 
my  finger,  fo  as  to  bring  on  the  labour- 
pains,  as  in  the  following  cafe. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1745. 1  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife,  to  a  woman  feized  with  flooding  in. 
the  middle  of  the  ninth  month,  though 
no  vifible  caufe  could  be  affigned  for  this 
haemorrhage  ;  and  flie  had  bore  children 
before,  with  very  eafy  labours.  As  the 
difcharge  was  not  fo  great  as  to  require 
immediate  afiiftance,  and  her  pulfe  was 
rather  ftrong  than  otherwife,  I  ordered  her 
to  be  blooded  to  the  quantity  of  eight 
ounces,  and  to  be  kept  quiet  in  bed.  Be¬ 
ing  coftive  Ihe  received  a  glyfter,  took  fre¬ 
quently  two  fpoonfuls  of  a  mixture  com- 
pofed  of  fix  ounces  of  the  tindlure  of 

rofes. 
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Fofes,  and  about  twenty  drops  of  liquid 
laudanum.  The  flooding  abated,  and  fhe 
refled  tolerably  well  that  night ;  but  when 
fhe  rofe  to  have  her  bed  made,  fome  large 
clots  were  difcharged  with  a  little  pain,  and 
the  flooding  returned,  though  it  was  foon 
feftrained  when  fhe  lay  down  again.  In 
this  condition,  fhe  continued  for  feveral 
days,  during  which,  upon  the  leaft  motion, 
fome  clots  or  coagula  were  forced  off  from 
the  Vagina ,  and  followed  by  a  frefli  dif- 
charge,  which,  notwithftanding  all  our  ef¬ 
forts  to  encourage  her  and  l'upport  her 
ffrength,  gradually  weakened  her  conftitu- 
tion.  It  returning  one  evening  with  great¬ 
er  violence,  I  was  called  in  a  hurry,  when 
I  found  her  low  and  difpirited,  and  her 
friends  in  great  anxiety  and  conflernation. 
I  had  pre vioufly  informed  the  midwifeand  re¬ 
lations,  of  the  imminent  danger  that  threat- 
ned  the  patient,  if  the  flooding  fhould  not 
abate,  or  labour  come  on,  and  deflred  that 
fome  other  gentleman  of  theprofeflion  might 
be  conffilted  for  their  and  my  fatisfaftion  ; 
however,  this  propofal  they  declined.  Thus 
left  to  my  own  difcretion,  and  feeling  the 
Os  Uteri  very  foft,  though  very  little  open, 
I  gently  introduced  the  tip  of  my  finger,  in 

X  order 


306  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

order  to  dilate  it,  and  defired  the  patient 
to  a  {fill:  my  efforts  by  draining  downwards. 
This  method  being  gradually  repeated  every 
now  and  then,  the  parts  were  opened  to 
the  breadth  of  half  a  crown,  and  I  pro¬ 
duced  fome  flight  pains  that  returned  of 
themfelves.  Notwithffanding  feveral  at¬ 
tempts,  I  could  not  break  the  membranes, 
until,  gradually  ftretching  the  Os  Externum 
during  every  pain,  fo  as  to  introduce  my 
hand  into  the  Vagina,  I  tried  to  advance 
my  finger  farther  up  ;  but  not  fucceeding, 

I  infinuated  the  female  catheter,  which 
breaking  through  the  Chorion  and  Amnios , 
the  waters  were  difcharged  in  great  quan¬ 
tity,  the  flooding  immediately  abated,  and 
the  child’s  head  was  prefled  down  upon  the 
mouth  of  the  womb.  She  now  lay  eafy  for 
a  long  time,  without  the  return  of  a  pain, 
during  which  interval,  fhe  was  nourilhed 
and  fupported  by  frequently  receiving  a 
little  broth.  But  being  afraid  that  there 
might  be  an  internal  flooding  dammed  up 
by  the  child’s  head,  I  defired  her  to  force 
down,  while  I  railed  the  head  with  my 
finger,  and  accordingly  feveral  coagula  were 
difcharged  from  the  Uterus :  I  then  thought 
it  advifeable  to  bring  on  and  encourage  the 

pains. 
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pains,  by  ftretching  as  before  ;  and  to  my 
wiih,  the  parts  were  more  and  more  dila¬ 
ted,  the  pains  grew  ftronger,  and  at  laft 
the  patient  was  fafely  delivered.  During 
labour,  I  frequently  felt  her  pulfe,  which 
inftead  of  linking,  rather  grew  ftronger. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1750.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man,  by  a  midwife,  who  told  me  that  the 
patient  had  been  feized  with  a  violent  flood¬ 
ing,  but  labour  coming  on,  the  mem¬ 
branes  had  broke,  and  the  haemorrhage  was 
abated ;  but  the  had  fent  for  me,  becaufe 
file  found  the  navel-ftring  in  the  Vagina, 
and  the  woman  was  very  weak,  and  had 
little  or  no  pains. 

Indeed  Ihe  was  fo  low,  that  I  could 
fcarcely  feel  her  pulfe ;  her  lips  were  pale, 
and  her  extremities  cold.  I  found  the  Fu¬ 
nis  in  the  Vagina,  but  could  feel  no  pulfa- 
tion :  the  child’s  head  prefented,  but  was 
kept  forwards  to  the  Os  Pubis,  by  the  lower 
part  of  the  Placenta,  which  lay  along  the 
Sacrum ;  however,  the  flooding  was  intire- 
3y  flopped. 
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I  immediately  directed  her  to  take  Tome 
of  the  folution  of  portable  foup  ;  and  hot 
bricks  wrapped  in  flannel,  being  applied 
to  her  feet  and  hands,  in  about  an  hour 
herpulfe  grew  ftronger,  her  extremities  re¬ 
covered  their  natural  warmth,  and  the 
pains  returned.  Finding  the  head  was 
hindered  from  advancing,  by  the  Placenta , 

I  brought  down  this  laid,  and  the  patient 
was  gradually  delivered  of  a  fmall  dead 
child  5  but  flie  continued  fo  weak,  that  for 
many  weeks  after  her  delivery,  fhe  was 
fcarce  able  to  walk  about  the  room. 

CASE  IV. 

Yn  the  year  1744. 1  was  called  by  the 
friends  of  a  gentlewoman,  who  had  been 
feized  with  a  flooding  the  preceding  night. 
The  midwife  told  me,  that  the  mouth  of 
the  womb  was  open  to  the  breadth  of  a 
crown-piece  -}  that  the  Placenta  prefented  j 
that  the  pains  were  very  flight  and  at  long 
Intervals  j  and  that  the  flooding  was  then 
more  violent  than  when  fhe  was  called,' 
1  myfelf  felt  the  pulfe  was  not  fo  weak 
as  one  would  have  imagined,  confidering 
the  quantity  of  blood  fhe  had  loft. 


In 
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In  this  patient,  who  had  formerly  bore 
children,  the  difcharge  began  to  appear  in 
the  beginning  of  the  eighth  month,  return¬ 
ing  every  now  and  then,  when  fhe  ventur¬ 
ed  to  go  abroad  j  but,  by  the  advice  and 
afliftance  of  another  gentleman,  who  was 
now  obliged  to  attend  another  patient,  it 
had  been  kept  within  bounds,  till  this  pe¬ 
riod,  which  was  the  beginning  of  the 
ninth  month. 

As  fhe  would  not  permit  me  to  examine, 
I  privately  advifed  the  midwife  to  introduce 
her  hand  by  degrees  into  the  Vagina ,  and 
feel  all  around  for  the  edge  of  the  Placenta , 
at  which  part,  fhe  might  tear  the  mem¬ 
branes  ;  fhe  accordingly  felt  them  at  the  left 
fide,  and  a  large  quantity  of  the  waters  being 
difcharged,  the  child’s  head  advanced, 
prefling  the  under  part  of  the  Placenta  to 
the  right  fide.  Then  the  pains  encreafed, 
the  head  gradually  dilated  the  Os  Uteri ,  and 
being  fmall,  defcended  lower  and  lower,  fo 
that  in  a  few  pains  the  patient  was  deliver¬ 
ed.  The  flooding  abated  when  the  waters 
were  difcharged,  and  was  entirely  flopped 
as  foon  as  the  head  plugged  up  the  Os  In¬ 
ternum.  From  time  to  time,  I  felt  her 
pulfe,  which  continued  in  much  the  fame 

X  3  flates 
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Hate,  or  rather  turned  flronger;  from 
which  circumflance,  I  concluded  there  was 
very  little,  if  any  internal  haemorrhage ; 
and  her  llrength  was  kept  up  by  her  tak¬ 
ing  freq  uently  a  tea-cup  full  of  broth,  or 
wine  and  water. 

CASE  V. 

In  the  year  1747.  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  a  gentlewoman,  whom  fhe  had  for¬ 
merly  delivered  of  feveral  children.  This 
patient  was  taken  with  a  fmall  difcharge  of 
blood  in  the  beginning  of  the  ninth  month, 
when  I  prefcribed  venaefeftion  and  a  glyf- 
ter ;  after  the  operation  of  which,  fhe  re¬ 
ceived  a  paregoric  draught.  But  the  dif- 
charge  continuing  for  feveral  days,  though 
in  a  fmall  degree,  I  examined  and  found 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  very  foft,  placed 
fo  high,  and  fo  far  backwards,  that  I  could 
not  perceive  the  Placenta  prefenting,  though 
I  felt  through  the  Vagina  and  Uterus,  that 
the  child’s  head  relied  againfl  the  Os  Pubis, 
As  the  difcharge  did  not  weaken  the  patient, 
nothing  was  done,  but  I  laid  an  injunction 
upon  her,  to  refrain  from  going  abroad. 
In  about  eight  or  nine  days  from  this 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  311 

period,  flie  was  attacked  with  labour- pains> 
and  the  flooding  increaflng,  I  received  ano¬ 
ther  call,  when  I  was  informed  by  the 
midwife,  that  the  mouth  of  the  womb  was 
largely  open,  that  the  waters  had  been 
difcharged  immediately  before  my  arrival, 
that  the  Placenta  had  come  low  down,  but 
file  could  feel  no  part  of  the  child.  A 
flrong  pain  immediately  fucceeding,  I  ex¬ 
amined  and  found  the  Placenta  pufhing 
through  the  Os  Externum,  and  the  delivery 
of  this  was  immediately  followed  by  that  of 
the  child,  which  was  alive,  although  the 
Placenta  came  firft.  The  midwife  told  me, 
that  when  flie  found  the  Placenta  prefent- 
ing,  flie  was  cautious  of  touching  it  with 
her  fingers,  remembring  that  when  file 
attended  my  leflures,  I  had  obferved,  that 
the  death.  of  the  child  in  flooding- cafes, 
might  be  owing  to  its  lofing  blood  from 
the  laceration  of  the  cake. 

CASE  VI. 

In  the  year  1750.  I  was  called  to  a  pa¬ 
tient  about  the  end  of  the  eighth  month 
of  her  fecond  pregnancy.  The  midwife 
told  me  the  waters  had  been  difcharged 
V  X  4  two 
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two  hours  before  my  arrival,  and  the  flood¬ 
ing  flopped ;  that  feeling  fomething  like  a 
flefhy  fubftance  come  down,  fhe  had  tried 
to  pull  it  away,  on  the  fuppofition  that  it 
was  a  falfe  conception,  and  that  thefe  at¬ 
tempts  were  followed  by  a  large  quantity 
of  blood.  This  fubftance,  upon  examina¬ 
tion,  I  found  to  be  the  Placenta  low  down 
at  the  Os  Externum. ,  and  Hiding  my  finger 
betwixt  it  and  the  Os  Pubis ,  I  felt  the  child’s 
head.  During  the  next  pain,  fhe  was  deli¬ 
vered  of  the  Placenta ,  which  was  much  la¬ 
cerated,  and  a  dead  child.  I  have  been 
concerned  in  many  cafes,  where  the  flood¬ 
ing,  when  inconfiderable,  was  eafily  flop¬ 
ped,  and  the  woman  proceeded  to  the  full 
time, 

CASE  VIII, 

From  Mr.  E,  W.  dated  T.  W.  174 7.  with 

my  anfwer. 

Sometime  ago,  I  was  fent  for  to  a  wo¬ 
man  after  the  midwife  had  made  ufe  of  all 
her  art  to  no  effedt :  upon  enquiry,  I 
found  fhe  had  not  gone  her  full  time,  the 
membranes  were  broke,  and  there  had 
been,  and  ftifl  was,  a  profufe  flooding. 

On 
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On  touching,  I  could  find  no  Os  ‘Tinea.  I 
then  introduced  my  hand,  with  Tome  diffi¬ 
culty,  through  the  Os  Externum „  but  could 
not  readily  meet  with  the  Os  Tinea ,  being 
oppofed  by  a  foft  flefhy  fubftance,  which 
I  took  for  the  Placenta ,  and  which  proved 
to  be  fo,  as  I  afterwards  found  it.  The 
child  lying  fo  high,  and  being  hindered  by 
the  Placenta ,  I  could  not  get  my  hand  be¬ 
yond  the  Os  Internum,  to  feel  the  child, 
which  put  me  to  a  ftand.  However,  hav¬ 
ing  taken  out  my  hand,  I  kept  my  coun¬ 
tenance  as  well  as  I  could,  and  advifed  the 
woman  to  be  of  good  cheer.  Now  from 
the  great  effufion  of  blood,  together  with 
the  foregoing  circumftances,  I  thought  it 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  attempt  her  delivery, 
by  opening  the  contrasted  parts,  and  turn¬ 
ing  the  child  j  but  I  had  no  fooner  fat 
down  before  her,  than,  providentially,  (he 
had  a  throng  pain  or  two,  and  to  my  great 
furprife,  the  child  was  brought  into  the 
world  [the  Placenta  coming  firlh]  incloled 
within  its  membranes.  This  plainly  con¬ 
vinced  me  of  the  error  of  fome  who  have 
aborted,  that  the  Placenta  always  adheres 
to  the  Fundus  Uteri ,  feeing,  in  this  cafe, 
it  was  the  reverfe.  With  regard  to  this 

cafe? 
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cafe,  the  information  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
receive  is  this  :  fuppofe  the  child  had  not 
been  born  as  it  was,  whether  I  fhould  have 
endeavoured  to  pafs  by  the  Placenta ,  or  ex- 
trafted  it  before  the  child  ?  and  fuppofe 
part  of  the  Os  Pincce  is  covered  with  part  of 
the  Placenta ,  how  to  a£t  ? 

Vide  Collett,  XXXIII.  No.  II.  Cafe  III. 

Anfwer  to  thefe  Queries. 

I  had  a  cafe  of  pretty  near  the  fame 
kind  j  the  Placenta  adhered  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  Uterus,  and  as  the  Os  Uteri  be¬ 
gan  to  flretch,  that  part  feparated  from 
the  Placenta,  and  then  a  fmall  flooding  be¬ 
gan.  When  I  was  called,  the  patient  had 
fome  labour-pains,  and  on  examining,  I 
found  the  Os  Internum  open  about  the 
breadth  of  half  a  crown,  and  the  Placenta 
prefled  a  little  down  into  it ;  as  the  difcharge 
was  not  great,  and  the  woman  ftrong,  I  de¬ 
layed  to  deliver  until  the  Os  Internum  fhould 
be  more  open.  Some  hours  after  this,  I  was 
again  called,  the  flooding  was  pretty  violent, 
I  found  theOs  Internum  fully  opened,  and  the 
Placenta  fully  prefenting ;  I  laid  the  wo¬ 
man  on  her  back,  with  her  thighs  railed, 

then 
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then  introduced  my  hand  into  the  Vagina, 
palled  up  by  the  Placenta  into  the  Uterus , 
broke  the  membranes,  and  delivered  the 
child  by  the  feet,  by  which  means  I  prevented 
the  Placenta  from  coming  down  firft.  The 
child  was  alive,  becaufe  part  of  the  Pla¬ 
centa  adhered  to  the  lower  fide  of  the  Ute¬ 
rus.  I  have  had  cafes  where  the  Placenta 
has  come  down  into  the  Vagina  before  the 
child’s  head,  and  was  obliged  to  deliver  it 
firil ;  but  in  fucli  cafes  the  child  is  com¬ 
monly  dead.  It  appears,  in  your  cafe,  that 
the  Os  Internum  had  been  fully  open,  that 
the  Placenta  filled  all  the  upper  part  of  the 
Pelvis ,  and  that  the  child  being  fmall,  and 
the  Placenta  detached,  they  all  Hipped  along 
with  eafe,  and  were  fo  fuddenly  delivered. 

CASE  VIII. 

In  the  year  1743.  I  was  about  five  in 
the  afternoon,  called  by  Mr.  Burnet ,  to  a 
woman  in  the  latter  end  of  the  eighth 
month,  who,  the  preceding  night,  had 
been  taken  with  a  large  haemorrhage  of 
the  Uterus,  and  had,  every  now  and  then, 
fome  flight  pains.  Feeling  the  Os  Uteri  a 
little  open,  and  the  Placenta  prefenting,  I 
advifed  him  to  dilate  gently,  during  every 

pain, 
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pain,  and  as  Toon  as  he  could  reach  the 
edge  of  the  Placenta ,  to  break  the  mem¬ 
branes.  This  he  effefled  in  a  few  pains  : 
the  waters  were  no  fooner  difcharged  than 
the  flooding  ceafed  ;  and  the  pains  grow¬ 
ing  ftronger,  puftied  down  the  child’s  head, 
which  gradually  dilated  the  Os  Uteri.  But 
as  it  paired,  the  detached  part  of  the  Pla¬ 
centa  was  forced  down  with  it,  and  a  flu- 
ally  tore  from  the  reft,  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes  before  the  child  was  delivered. 
We  nbw  expefled  the  child  would  be  loft, 
from  this  laceration,  but  contrary  to  our 
expeflation,  it  was  alive,  and  did  wellj 
the  mother  alfo  recovered,  though  fhe  had 
loft  a  great  deal  of  blood,  and  had  faint¬ 
ing  fits  before  I  was  called. 

CASE  IX. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  J - ,  dated  at 

F - 1751. 

I  was  called  to  a  woman  who  had  gone 
her  full  time,  and  had  for  three  or  four 
days  been  troubled  with  a  flooding  which 
then  increafed. 

I  immediately  took  ten  ounces  of  blood 
from  her  arm,  and  prefcribed  an  opiate, 

that 
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that  laid  her  quiet  about  three  hours,  dur¬ 
ing  which  the  flooding  abated.  But  when 
fhe  awoke  and  began  to  ftir,  it  returned, 
though  not  to  fo  violent  a  degree. 

In  the  afternoon,  I  was  allowed  to  exa¬ 
mine,  and  found  the  Os  ' Internum  very  thin, 
dilated  to  the  breadth  of  a  fixpence  :  but, 
as  the  flooding  feemed  to  increafe  towards 
night,  I  ordered  cloths  dipped  in  cold  oxy- 
crate  to  be  laid  over  the  Abdomen ;  this  ap¬ 
plication  being  twice  repeated,  the  flooding 
intirely  ceafed,  labour-pains  came  on,  in 
lefs  than  an  hour  fhe  was  delivered  of  a  live 
female  child,  and  both  did  well. 

NUMB.  IV.  CASE  L 
From  Looseness. 

In  Augufl  1734.  Bilious  cholicks,  at¬ 
tended  with  vomiting  and  loofenefs,  being 
epidemical,  I  was  called  to  feveral  women 
labouring  under  thefe  complaints,  at  diffe¬ 
rent  times  of  pregnancy,  and  they  were 
generally  removed  by  waffling  the  ffomach 
and  inteftines  with  warm  water,  and  af¬ 
terwards  preferring  opiates.  One  cafe, 
however,  was  more  obftinate.  I  was  call¬ 
ed  to  a  woman,  who  had  been  exhaufted 
and  weakened  by  evacuations,  for  the  fpace 

of 
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of  twelve  hours  before  my  arrival.  I  was 
told  by  the  midwife,  that  fhe  was  in  la¬ 
bour  of  her  firfl:  child,  though  fhe  wanted, 
about  three  weeks  of  the  full  time  :  but  I 
was  not  allowed  to  examine ;  a  circum- 
ftance  at  that  time  of  little  confequence  5 
becaufe,  whether  fire  was,  or  was  not  in 
labour,  the  firfl  intention  was  to  carry  off 
the  vomiting  and  loofenefs,  and  recruit 
her  loft  ftrength  and  fpirits,  with  all  pof- 
fible  expedition.  I  immediately  ordered 
her  to  f wallow  large  draughts  of  mutton- 
broth,  which  I  found  ready  made,  mixed 
with  warm  water,  and  thefe  being  thrown 
up  at  feveral  times  with  little  draining,  fhe 
took  thirty  drops  of  liquid  laudanum  in  a 
glafs  of  brandy. and  water;  but  this  be¬ 
ing  immediately  rejected  by  her  ftomach, 
I  gave  her  half  the  quantity  of  the  lauda¬ 
num  in  a  little  broth,  and  applied  to  her 
ftomach,  a  piece  of  brown  paper  moiften- 
ed  alfo  with  the  laudanum  ;  fhe  now  be¬ 
gan  to  be  gradually  relieved  of  the  pain, 
vomiting  and  loofenefs,  fo  that  I  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  examine,  and  found  the  mouth 

c 

of  the  womb  thick  and  foft,  opened  to 
to  the  breadth  of  a  crown -piece;  I  likewife 
felt  the  membranes,  waters,  and  child’s 

1  head. 
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head.  The  complaints  beginning  to  re¬ 
turn,  I  repeated  the  laid  dole,  and  in  about 
half  an  hour  after  fhe  had  taken  it,  (he  fell 
into  a  found  deep,  which  laded  fever al 
hours,  and  awoke  very  much  refrefhed,  her 
complaints  being  intirely  removed.  All  that 
day,  die  felt  no  labour-pains,  and  as  die 
was  very  weak,  I  directed  her  to  take  fre¬ 
quently  a  fmall  draught  of  pretty  drong 
chicken  broth,  by  which  die  was  gradually 
recruited.  She  dept  well  that  night,  and 
in  the  morning  was  taken  in  labour, 
which  proved  tedious  and  lingering  j 
though  die  was  at  lad  delivered  of  a  large 
child  which  was  dead,  and  in  about  fix 
weeks  die  was  perfectly  recovered. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1743.  I  was  called  to  a  gen¬ 
tlewoman  attacked  by  a  violent  fuper-pur- 
gation,  in  confequence  of  having  caught 
cold,  by  fitting  in  an  open  chaife  in  rainy 
weather,  when  die  was  eight  months  gone 
in  her  fecond  pregnancy.  She  had  been 
exhauded  by  the  evacuation  the  preceding 
day  and  night,  during  which  die  enjoyed 
no  repofe,  and  in  the  morning  when  I  was 
called,  I  found  her  pulfe  weak  and  dow, 

and 
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°  .  .  1 
and  her  extremities  cold ;  and  die  told  me, 

that  in  draining  upon  the  dool,  die  had 

fomething  like  labour-pains.  I  imme- 

diately  prefcribed  the  following  bolus  and 

draught. 

R  Theriac.  Andromach.  9ij.  fumend.  cum  haujlu 
fequenti. 

R  Aq.  Cinamom.  Simp.  %'&.  nuc.  Mofchat.  §15* 
Liquid.  Laudan.  gut.  v.  Syr.  e  Meconio  jijM. 

I  directed  her  to  drink  plentifully  of  white 
wine  whey,  and  ordered  warm  bricks 
wrapped  in  flannel,  to  be  applied  to  her 
legs  and  arms,  in  order  to  reftore  the  na¬ 
tural  heat,  to  promote  a  fweat,  and  encou¬ 
rage  red.  In  the  mean  time,  I  examined 
and  found  the  Or  Uteri  largely  open,  and 
the  head  prefenting ;  and  by  feeling  the 
hairy  fcalp,  perceived  the  membranes  were 
broke.  In  confequence  of  what  I  had  pre¬ 
fcribed,  her  extremities  became  warmer, 
her  pulfe  rofe,  die  fell  into  a  breathing 
fweat,  and  dept  three  hours :  but  being 
waked  by  a  pain  and  frefli  draining,  I 
ordered  her  to  take  half  the  quantity  of 
the  former  prefcription,  by  which  die  was 
again  relieved,  dropt  afleep,  and  when  die 
waked  in  the  evening,  was  quite  free  from 

the 
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the  pain,  griping  and  draining,  though 
dill  very  weak  and  feeble.  To  obviate 
this  complaint,  I  diredled  her  to  take  every 
now  and  then,  fome  red  burnt  wine,  with 
nutmeg  and  toad,  and  in  the  intervals, 
chicken-broth.  She  continued  eafy  the  night 
following :  when  I  called  next  day,  die 
told  me  die  had  fome  dight  pains,  and  I 
found  the  child’s  head  lower  in  the  Pelvis. 
The  pains  increafed,  and  in  two  hours 
after  I  arrived,  the  child  was  delivered. 

I  have  often  known  in  fuch  cafes  prema¬ 
ture  labour-pains  vanifh,  and  the  woman 
proceed  to  her  full  time. 

NUMB.  V.  CASE  I. 

From  Convulsions. 

In  the  year  1746.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man,  by  a  1  midwife,  who  told  me,  that 
the  labour  had  proceeded  very  well ;  that 
the  membranes  had  not  broke  until  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  was  largely  opened  : 
but  that  the  head  was  no  fooner  forced 
into  the  upper  part  of  the  Pelvis,  than  the 
patient  was  thrown  into  violent  convul¬ 
sions,  which  went  off,  and  returned  with 
every  pain.  She  was  a  ftrong  young  wo¬ 
man,  of  a  florid  complexion.  This  was  her 

Y  firft 
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firft  child  :  her  pulfe  being  full,  hard 
and  quick,  ten  ounces  of  blood  were  im¬ 
mediately  taken  from  her  arm  :  the  con- 
vulfions  abated  every  pain  until  they  went 
off  intirely,  and  in  about  an  hour  after  * 
they  left  her,  fhe  was  fafely  delivered. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1747.  a  woman  in  her  third 
pregnancy,  near  her  full  time,  being  taken 
with  a  giddinefs  which  was  immediately 
followed  by  ftrong  convulfions,  I  was  call¬ 
ed  by  the  midwife,  and  examining  in  time 
of  a  convulfion,  found  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  open,  and  the  convulfion  forcing 
down  the  membranes  and  waters,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  are  ufually  preffed 
down  by  the  labour-pains.  She  was  in- 
fenfible,  and  thefe  fits  returned  every 
fix  or  eight  minutes .  tier  pulfe  being 
very  quick  and  full,  I  ordered  her  to  be 
blooded  to  the  quantity  of  ten  ounces,  and 
a  blifter  to  be  applied  to  her  back.  In 
confequence  of  thefe  remedies,  the  convul¬ 
fions  abated  and  foon  went  off,  but  fire 
was  ftill  infenfible,  and  incapable  of  fw al¬ 
lowing  any  kind  of  liquid.  The  friends 
being  averfe  to  my  delivering  her,  I  defin¬ 
ed, 
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ed,  that  in  cafe  the  convulfion  fhould  re¬ 
turn,  I  might  be  immediately  called  in 
order  to  deliver  her,  otherwife  file  would 
certainly  be  loft.  My  prog  noflic  was  lite¬ 
rally  verified :  for  in  about  an  hour  after 
I  went  away,  they  returned  with  fuch  vio¬ 
lence,  that  fhe  expired  before  I  could  reach 
the  houfe,  but  the  child  was  delivered  dur¬ 
ing  one  of  the  fits. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  I  attended 
feveral  patients  who  were  attacked  in  this 
manner,  near  their  full  time  ;  fome  of 
whom  were  relieved  by  blooding  and  blif- 
tering,  and  went  on  to  the  ufual  period; 
while  others,  with  whom  this  method  did 
not  fuccecd,  were,  with  the  children,  faved 
by  immediate  delivery.  Other  pradlition- 
ers  had  cafes  of  this  kind,  during  the  fame 
time,  fo  that  they  feem  to  have  proceeded 
from  the  conftitution  of  the  weather.  Vid, 
Vol.  III.  Collect  XXXIII.  No.  III. 

CASE  III. 

Communicated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Madge 
dated  at  Plymouth ,  1748. 

In  the  morning  he  blooded  a  woman  in 
the  ninth  month  of  pregnancy,  who  com¬ 
plained  of  a  violent  head-ach.  He  was 

Y  2,  again 
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again  calkd  in  the  evening,  when  fhe  was 
feized  with  convulfions,  for  which  he  pre- 
fcribed  a  glyfter,  blifters,  a  nervous  mix¬ 
ture,  and  drops.  At  nine,  the  fits  became 
more  violent  and  continued  longer;  and 
concluding  that  immediate  delivery  was 
abfolutely  necefiary  to  fave  her  life,  he  ex¬ 
amined  by  the  touch;  then  putting  the 
patient  in  a  proper  pofition,  he  introduced 
his  hand  into  the  Vagina ,  and  tried  to  di¬ 
late  the  Os  TJieri ,  which  was  very  rigid, 
fcarce  fo  open  as  to  admit  a  quill,  and  at 
fil'd  very  difficult  to  be  diftinguifhed. 

After  feveral  unfuccefsful  trials  with  his 
finger,  he  was  obliged  to  defift,  in  hope 
that  it  might  be  better  difpofed  to  dilate 
by  next  morning,  before  which  time, 
however,  he  was  twice  called  in  the  night, 
found  her  in  continual  convulfions,  and 
no  alteration  in  the  parts.  About  noon, 
next  day,  he  vifited  and  found  her  con¬ 
voked  without  intermiffion,  though  the 
force  of  the  fits  had  not  dilated  the  Os 
Uteri  in  the  lead,  neither  could  her  mouth 
be  opened,  fo  as  to  receive  any  medicine. 
At  feven  in  the  evening  he  was  called  in  a 
great  hurry,  when  the  midwife  told  him, 
that  now  the  child’s  head  was  in  the  paf- 
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fage.  He  could  fcarce  believe  this  infor¬ 
mation,  which,  however,  he  found  lite¬ 
rally  true,  and  fent  for  his  forceps  to  aft 
lift  in  the  delivery:  but  juft  as  he  was 
about  to  apply  them,  the  head  was  forced 
out  by  the  convulfions ;  he  then  delivered 
the  body,  and  afterwards  extracted  the 
Placenta ,  and  the  convulfions  immediately 
abated. 

NUMB.  VI.  CASE  I. 

From  Fevers. 

In  the  month  of  March  1729.  which, 
in  the  country  where  I  then  refided,  was 
remarkable  for  a  pleuritic  fever  that  was 
epidemical,  and  often  proved  mortal  if 
the  patient  was  not  plentifully  blooded  at 
the  flrft  attack,  I  was  called  to  a  gentle¬ 
woman  in  the  feventh  month  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  who  had  bore  feveral  children.  She 
was  fuddenly  feized  with  violent  flitches  in 
her  right  fide,  and  a  great  difficulty  in 
breathing,  for  which  fhe  immediately  loft 
ten  ounces  of  blood.  From  other  patients , 
attacked  with  the  fame  difeafe,  I  had  taken 
twenty  ounces,  and  by  repeating  this  eva¬ 
cuation  once  or  twice,  had  frequently  car¬ 
ried  off  the  inflammation  and  fever,  while 

Y  3  thole 
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thofe  who  were  blooded  too  fparingly  or 
too  late,  lunk  under  the  difeafe  j  but  I 
would  not  venture  to  bleed  this  patient 
to  fuch  a  quantity,  on  account  of  her  con¬ 
dition.  Neverthelefs,  as  the  fymptoms 
were  alleviated,  though  not  removed  by 
the  firft  vensefedtion,  I  followed  Sydenham’s, 
method  in  prefcribing  plenty  of  diluents, 
and  next  morning  repeated  the  blooding 
to  the  fame  quantity.  Upon  my  firft  ar¬ 
rival,  I  had  fent  for  an  eminent  phyfician 
who  lived  at  fome  diftance,  and  he  ap¬ 
proved  of  what  I  had  done,  advifing,  that 
as  it  would  be  hazardous  to  take  a  large 
quantity  at  once  from  a  perfon  in  her  con¬ 
dition,  file  might  be  blooded  the  oftener ; 
and  this  method  being  followed,  in  two 
or  three  days,  relieved  all  her  complaints, 
having  prevented  a  fuppuration,  perhaps, 
a  mortification  of  the  Pleura.  Though 
much  exhaufted  by  thefe  evacuations,  fire 
gradually  recovered  ftrength  enough  to 
proceed  in  her  pregnancy,  and  in  a  fort¬ 
night  after  her  recovery,  was  fafely,  tho’ 
prematurely,  delivered  of  a  weak  child, 
whieh  did  not  long  furvive  the  birth. 

r  i  V  **.••*'  *  - 

V  v*  . 
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CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1746.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  the  ninth  month  of  her  fourth 

■ 

pregnancy,  who  was  feized  with  a  violent 
fever,  in  Confequence  of  having  caught 
cold.  She  complained  of  a  racking  head- 
ach,  was  between  whiles  delirious,  and  on 
the  fifth  day  of  the  fever,  when  I  was 
called,  fell  into  labour.  I  felt  her  pulfe, 
which  was  quick,  low  and  intermitting  ; 
file  laboured  under  a  Subfultus  Tendinum , 
and  was  in  a  little  time  delivered  of  a  very 
weak  child  that  foon  died :  her  delivery  was 
attended  with  inconfiderable  difcharges, 
and  (lie  expired  that  fame  evening. 

I  have  attended  in  many  cafes,  at  diffe¬ 
rent  periods  of  pregnancy,  in  the  begin- 
ing,  increafe,  heighth,  and  declenfion  of 
fevers,  and  the  patient  commonly  recover¬ 
ed,  if  mifcarriage  or  delivery  happened 
at  the  beginning  or  declenfion,  provided 
the  difcharges  were  not  extraordinary  5  but 
when  the  fever  was  violent  and  at  the 
heighth,  the  patient  ufually  died  :  and  the 
child  was  frequently  dead  when  delivered 
in  the  decline  of  the  fever. 

y  4 
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N  U  MB.  VII.  >  CASE  I. 

T  »  >  v„  ■, 

;  From  the  Small-Pox. 

f  A  *  '  *  v  ^  _  v  i  <• 

The  obfervations  I  have  made  on  reverse 

•  '  .  «  B  :  -  .  .  Sf 

will  alfo  hold  good  in  the  fmall-Dox.  ’ 

In  the  year  1749.  I  delivered  a  gentle¬ 
woman  who  had  the  confluent  fmail-pox 
in  the  fifth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  from 
which  flie  recovered,  and  proceeded  to  the 
full  time.  No  marks  of  the  diftemper  ap¬ 
peared  upon  the  child,  which  had  not  been 
dead  many  days  before  delivery ;  but  the 
head  was  dropflcal,  and  could  not  be  pro¬ 
truded  by  the  pains,  until  the  water  was 
difcharged  by  perforation. 

CASE  II. 

Mr.  Cook ,  who  attended  roe  in  the  year 
1752.  communicated  the  following  cafe, 
an  account  of  which  he  received  from  the 
country.  A  gentlewoman  at  Ofwejlry  in 
Shropshire,  aged  twenty-eight,  was  in  the 
feventh  month  of  pregnancy,  on  the  24th 
day  of  February ,  feized  with  the  fymptoms 
of  the  fmalbpox,  and  on  the  28th,  the 
eruption  appeared  very  thick  and  very 
fmall.  A  phyflcian  from  Shrewjbury  being 
called,  found  them  of  the  confluent  kind, 
h".  -  •'  ’  with 
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with  petechial  fpots,  and  prefcribed  Decoct . 
Corf,  peruv.  cum  Elix.  Vitriol  et  TinSt.  Vo- 
far.  pro  potu  communi.  She  recovered  of 

*  •  <  9  \ 

this  diforder,  and  was  on  the  29th  of  April 
following,  delivered  of  a  dead  child,  up¬ 
on  whofe  body  the  eruptions  appeared  to 
have,  been  about  the  crifis, 

*•>,  ♦  1*  \  y  -  *  4  y  ...  i 

*  *  *  K  .:J  S.,  > 
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COLLECTION  XIX. 

Of  circumvolutions  and  knots  of  the  Fu¬ 
nis  Umbilicalis,  contractions  of  the 
Uterus  before  the  Ihoulders,  &c. 

,*  Za 

'  .•  ...  .  as  ...  . 

N  U  M  B.  I.  CASE  I. 

Of  Circumvolutions. 

Vide  Tab.  IX. 

In  the  year  1750.  I  was  called  to  a  gen¬ 
tlewoman  in  the  eighth  month  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  by  Mrs.  Canon ,  who  told  me  the 
labour  had  been  very  tedious:  the  head  had 
been  advanced  to  the  Os  'Externum  for 
near  two  hours,  but  was  drawn  up  again 
after  every  pain. 

The  patient  being  averfe  to  my  examin¬ 
ing,  I  advifed  the  midwife  to  introduce  a 
finger  or  two  in  the  ReSlum  during  a  ftrong 
pain,  when  the  head  was  low  down,  and 
.  prefiing  againfl:  the  forehead  at  the  root  of 
the  nofe,  keep  the  head  in  that  pofition 
for  a  few  pains.  By  this  method  the  pati¬ 
ent  was  loon  delivered  of  a  dead  child, 
round  whole  neck  the  Funis  was  four  times 
circumvoluted. 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1745.  I  attended  a  gentle¬ 
woman  in  labour  of  her  firft  child,  vvhofe 
Os  Uteri  dilated  with  the  membranes  and 
waters,  in  a  flow  and  gradual  manner, 
until  it  was  fully  opened,  when  the  mem¬ 
branes  protruding  to  tire  Os  Externum,  were 
broke;  then  the  head  came  down  to  the 
middle  of  the  Pelvis,  and  being  pufhed 
farther  in  time  of  a  ftrong  pain,  it  was 
drawn  back  to  the  fame  place,  as  the  pain 
abated,  and  continued  to  advance  and  re¬ 
treat  in  this  manner  for  feveral  hours  ;  fo 
that  the  patient  was  very  much  fatigued, 
and  her  friends  began  to  be  very  uneaiy. 

That  I  might  examine  more  narrowly, 
I  began  to  dilate  and  open  gently  the  Os 
Externum  during  every  pain,  until  I  could 
eafily  introduce  my  fingers  all  round  the 
lower  part  of  the  child’s  head,  fo  as  to 
perceive  that  the  delivery  was  not  retarded 
by  the  largenefs  of  the  head,  or  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  the  Pelvis,  neither  could  it  be  de¬ 
layed  by  the  contraction  of  the  Uterus  be¬ 
fore  the  fhoulders,  becaufe  the  head  began 
to  be  drawn  upwards,  immediately  after 
the  membranes  broke ;  and  the  contraction 
.  feldom 
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feldom  happens,  until  ail  the  waters  are 
difcharged.  From  thefe  circumfrances,  I  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  difficulty  proceeded  from 
the  circumvolutions  of  the  Funis  TJmbili calls 
round  the  neck  of  the  child.  The  left  ear 
of  the  Feet  us  was  to  the  left  groin  of  the 
woman,  and  its  right  ear  to  her  right  fide 
betwixt  the  Sacrum  and  the  Ifchium,  the 
forehead  being  to  the  left. 

I  refolved  to  aflift  in  bringing  the  head 
lower,  and  keeping  it  fo,  with  the  help  of 
the  forceps,  had  it  continued  much  longer 
in  that  fituation ;  but  as  fhe  had  every 
now  and  then  a  ftrong  pain,  I  firft  tried 
what  might  be  effected  by  different  pofiti- 
ons,  and  diredted  her  to  bear  the  pains, 
Handing,  fitting,  kneeling,  lying  on  one  fide, 
or  refiing  on  the  bed,  in  a  pofture  between 
fitting  and  lying.  This  laft  was  the  moll 
fuccefsful,  and  in  three  or  four  ftrong 
pains,  the  head,  though  ftill  retracted,  ad¬ 
vanced  lower  and  lower,  and  began  to  di¬ 
late  the  Os  Externum .  But  obferving  that 
it  made  another  flop,  I  introduced  two 
fingers  into  the  ReStum ,  when  it  was  pufh- 
ed  down  by  a  ftrong  pain,  and  prefling 
them  againft  the  lower  part  of  the  forehead, 
kept  it  down  and  prevented  the  head  from 

return- 
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returning,  until  the  return  of  the  next 
pain.  I  continued  this  method,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  head  advanced  far¬ 
ther  and  farther,  and  aflifted  the  delivery  of 
it,  by  railing  the  forehead  upwards  with 
an  half  round  turn  from  the  lower  part  of 
the  Os  Externum.  The  woman  was  foon 
delivered,  and  the  Funis  was  found  three 
times  round  the  neck  and  once  round  the 
arms  of  the  child. 

The  hint  of  affifling  in  this  manner,  I 
found  in  Mr.  Ouli s  treatife,  publifhed  in 
the  year  1742,  and  I  have  frequently  fol¬ 
lowed  it  with  fuccefs,  when  the  forehead  was 
come  down  to  the  Os  Coccygis ;  but  when  it 
advances  flill  lower,  I  withdraw  my  fin¬ 
gers  from  the  Return,  in  order  to  prevent 
a  contufion  of  that  part,  as  well  as  of  the 
Vagina ,  and  prefs  with  my  fingers  on  the 
external  parts,  and  on  each  fide  of  the 
Coccyx.  Care,  however,  mull  be  taken,  to 
avoid  the  eyes  in  this  preflure,  otherwife 
they  will  be  afterwards  inflamed. 

I  muft  obferve,  that  this  a ffi fiance  is  not 
to  be  ufed,  except  when  the  head  comes 
low  down,  without  continuing  to  ftretch 
the  Os  Externum  j  for  although  it  is  re¬ 
traced  after  every  pain,  yet  if,  by  ad¬ 
vancing 
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vancing  a  little  in  the  time  of  the  pain* 
it  dilates  this  part,  fuch  gradual  dilatation 
is  much  more  fafe  for  the  woman,  than 
a  hidden  diftention,  by  which  the  parts  are 
in  danger  of  being  inflamed  or  lacerated. 

CASE  III.  and  IV. 

I  have  in  this  manner  aflifted  in  a  few 
cafes,  where  delivery  was  retarded  by  the 
fhortnefs  of  the  Funis ,  particularly  in  the 
year  1744.  when  the  patient  was  delivered 
by  the  forceps,  and  in  the  year  1750.  when 
the  woman  was  delivered  by  the  labour- 
pains,  aflifted  in  the  manner  defcribed 
above  :  in  this  laft  cafe  the  Funis  was  not 
above  two  hands  breadth  long,  though 
very  thick. 

Mauriceau,  in  p.  336,  and  Obferv.  406. 
relates  an  inftance  of  his  having  delivered 
a  woman  of  her  firft  child,  whofe  navel- 
ftring  was  extremely  fhort,  and  as  thick  as 
its  arm.  The  child  had  been  dead  feverai 
days  before  delivery. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  when 
labour  is  retarded  by  the  fhortnefs  or  cir¬ 
cumvolution  of  the  Funis ,  the  retraction 
or  drawing  back  of  the  head,  does  not  be¬ 
gin  to  be  perceived  until  it  is  low  in  the 
■  '  ■'  :  '  Pelvis , 
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Pelvis ,  whereas,  it  is  fooner  obfervable, 
when  owing  to  the  contraction  of  the  Ute¬ 
rus  before  the  fhoulders. 

The  head  is  alfo  low  down,  before  it 
can  be  retarded  by  one  of  the  fhoulders 
reding  above  the  Os  Pubis  or  Sacrum,  in- 
.ftead  of  being  towards  the  fides  at  the  brim 
of  the  Pelvis . 


NUMB.  II.  CASE  I. 

Of  Knots. 

Vide  Tab.  XXIX. 

In  the  year  1744.  my  attendance  was 
befpoke  to  a  woman,  who  imagined  her- 
felf  in  labour  about  the  end  of  the  eighth 
month.  This,  however,  was  no  other 
than  a  cholicky  pain,  proceeding  from 
coftivenefs,  of  which  Ihe  was  relieved  by  a 
glyfter. 

In  a  fortnight  after  this  vifit,  I  was  call¬ 
ed,  and  found  the  membranes  had  broke  -7 
the  waters  were  of  a  brownifh  colour  and 
mortified  fin  ell :  the  labour  was  lingering, 
and  the  child,  when  delivered,  of  a  livid 
hue:  the  fcarf-Ikin  was  eafily  ftript  off, 
the  Abdomen  tumified,  and  the  Funis  fwelled 
and  livid,  about  ten  hand  breadths  long, 
with  a  tight  drawn  knot  on  the  middle. 

CASE 
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CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1747.  I  attended  another 
patient  in  a  lingering  labour,  and  deliver¬ 
ed  her  of  a  live  child,  though  there  was 
a  loofe  knot  on  the  Funis,  which  was  very 
long. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1748.  I  affifted  in  a  cafe, 
where  the  Funis  being  nine  hand  breadths 
long,  had  a  loofe  knot  on  it,  and  was 
twilled  round  the  neck  of  the  child  which 
was  dead ;  though  I  believe  its  death  did 
not  proceed  from  the  knot  or  circumvolu¬ 
tion,  which  were  very  loofe,  but  from  the 
nature  of  the  labour  which  was  very  lin¬ 
gering,  the  head  being  fqueezed  to  a  great 
length,  and  the  brain  too  long  compreffed 
in  a  narrow  Pelvis. 

« 

NUMB.  III.  CASE  I. 

Of  contradlions  of  the  Uterus  before 
the  lhoulders,  and  thefe  laft  refting  above 
the  Pubis  or  Sacrum. 

Vide  Tab.  XIV. 

*  *  '  ’  1  *  • 

..  „  .  v-  v  f  .w  ,  .  •  •  t  . 

In  the  year  1745.  I  difcovered  by  the 
following  cafe,  that  labours  are  often  ren¬ 
dered 
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tiered  tedious  and  lingering  by  the  lower 
part  of  the  Uterus  contracting  before  the 
fhoulders,  when  the  membranes  break  and 
the  waters  are  too  foon  evacuated  :  this  con- 
traction  not  only  keeps  up  the  body  of  the 
child,  but  fometirnes  prevents  the  Ihoulders 
from  turning  from  the  upper  part  of  th ePubis 
to  the  fide  of  the  Pelvis  where  it  is  wideft. 
I  was  called  by  a  midwife  to  a  woman 
thirty  five  years  of  age,  in  labour  of  her 
firft  child,  the  membranes  having  been 
broke  a  long  time.  I  found  the  head  pre- 
fented  almoft  as  low  as  the  middle  of  the 
Pelvis ,  and  that  the  Os  Internum  was  fully, 
open,  and  the  pains  ftrong  and  frequent,  yet 
the  head  did  not  advance,  but  receded  a 
little  after  every  pain,  a  circumftance  w’hiclx 
at  firft  I  imputed  to  the  Funis. 

Finding  the  woman  very  uneafy  and  her 
friends  importunate,  I  amufed  them  with 
a  palatable  mixture,  of  which  I  diredled 
the  patient  to  take  two  fpoonfuls  every 
half  hour,  my  intention  being  to  gain 
time :  for  I  felt  the  child’s  ear  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  Pubis ,  the  head  was 
fmall  and  very  little  engaged  in  the  Pelvis, 
and  I  could  forefee  nothing  dangerous  in 
the  cafe.  I  accordingly  took  my  leave,  af- 
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ter  having  allured  them  fhe  was  in  a  fare- 
way,  and  would  in  a  little  time  be  fafely 
delivered  by  the  midwife.  In  about;  two 
hours,  I  received  another  call,  and  was 
told  the  medicine  had  done  her  no  fervice. 
I  likewife  underftood  from  the  midwife,, 
that  the  child’s  head  was  very  little  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  that  hie  had  kept  her  in  an 
eafy  petition,  according  to  my  direction. 
When  I  examined,  during  a  Itrong  pain, 
I  found  the  head  lower  down,  but  as  the 
pain  abated,  it  was  drawn  back  to  its  former 
place  :  upon  which,  I  turned  her  upon  her 
fide,  in  order  to  bring  down  the  head  with 
the  forceps,  but  firft  refolved  to  try  what 
could  be  done  by  dilating  the  parts.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  placing  her  breech  to  the  bed- 
fide,  I  gradually  opened  the  Os  Externum 
during  every  pain,  introduced  my  hand 
up  the  Vagina ,  and  with  great  difficulty 
raifed  the  head  above  the  brim  of  the 
Pelvis.  In  pufhing  up  my  hand,  on  the 
poller ior  part  between  the  Os  Uteri  and 
head,  I  felt  the  lower  part  of  the  womb 
ftrongly  contracted  round  the  child’s  neck  ; 
then  by  continuing  to  pulh  up  farther,  I 
raifed  the  child,  and  gradually  ftretched 
the  contracted  part ;  fo  that  when  I  with- 
,,  .  drew 
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drew  my  hand,  a  ftrong  pain  immediately 
followed,  and  forced  down  the  head  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  in  a  few 
fubfequent  pains  the  child  was  delivered. 

Although  the  child  is  not  large,  nor  the 
Pelvis  fmall,  labour  is  frequently  retarded 
by  fuch  contractions,  when  the  membranes 
are  broke  too  foon  :  fo  that  practitioners 
fhould  avoid  breaking  them,  until  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  is  fully  opened,  that 
the  head  by  defcending  immediately  into 
the  Pelvis,  may  plug  it  up,  and  prevent  the 
waters  from  being  too  foon  dilcharged. 
Except,  however,  in  cafes  of  flooding, 
where  the  lets  difficulty  or  danger  rauft 
yield  to  the  greater,  and  the  membranes 
be  broke,  in  order  to  flay  the  haemorrhage. 

By  thofe  contractions,  the  child’s  head  is 
feldom  kept  up  fo  long  as  in  the  cafe  de-* 
feribed  above,  but  is  gradually  pufhed 
lower  down ;  and  the  labour  is  more  or 
lefs  lingering,  according  to  the  degree  of 
contraction,  and  the  ftrength  or  weaknefs 
of  the  pains.  In  a  word,  there  is  feldom 
occafion  to  affift,  until  the  pains  fail,  as 
we  Ihall  obferve  in  the  laborious  cafes. 

*  .4 

+  '  * 

Z  2  COL- 
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COLLECTION  XX. 

Of  lingering  cafes  from  the  large  frze  of 
the  child,  and  the  Hydrocephalus;  - 

N  U  M  B.  I.  CASE  1. 

4 

From  the  large  fize  of  the  child. 

-Vide  Tab.  XXI.  XXVII.  and  XXVIII. 

In  the  year  1742.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man,  whofe  friends  told  me,  fhe  had  been 
three  days  in  labour,  and  that  the  mid¬ 
wife,  who  had  loll  her  opportunity,  was 
keeping  her  in  hand.  She,  however,  in 
her  own  vindication  gave  me  to  under¬ 
hand  that  hie  had  delivered  the  patient 
twice  before  5  that  the  lirh  labour  was  lin¬ 
gering,  and  the  child,  which  was  fmall, 
came  before  the  time  ;  that  the  fecond  was 
alfo  tedious,  and  the  child,  which  was  large, 
Itill-born,  becaufe  they  had  fent  for  her 
when  it  was  too  late  to  fave  it  by  making 
more  room  :  that,  in  order  to  obviate  the 
like  misfortune  upon  this  occafion,  hie  had 
been  called  in  good  time,  and  confiderably 
dilated’ the  parts  j  but  when  the  waters  were 
difcharged,  the  pains  had  not  been  ftrong 
enough  to  deliver  the  child.  She  likewife 

affirmed, 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  341 

affirmed,  that  when  Hie  was  called,  there 
was  no  opening  of  the  Os  Internum,  which 
did  not  begin  till  the  preceding  night  ; 
but  that  the  woman  laboured  under  a  cho¬ 
lic,  attended  with  a  loofenefs  which  had 
been  ftopt  by  fomething  prefcribed  by  the 
apothecary,  upon  which  the  pains  grew 
ftronger;  and  that  fne,  the  midwife,  had 
loft  no  time,  but  tried  all  the  different  por¬ 
tions,  and  dilated  the  parts  during  every 
pain.  Indeed,  the  loofenefs  had  exhauft- 
ed  the  patient,  and  fhe  was  moreover  fa¬ 
tigued  by  this  unfkilful  management  of 
the  midwife,  who  was  extremely  ignorant, 
had  never  received  the  lead:  inffrurition, 
and  feemed  incapable  of  profiting  by  her 
miitakes  in  practice. 

When  I  firffi  examined,  I  found  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  pretty  largely  open¬ 
ed,  but  thick  and  fweiied ;  the  external 
parts  were  likewife  tumified  and  inflamed. 
I  afterwards,  during  another  pain,  felt  the 
head  prefenting,  though  very  high  up. 
Her  pulfe  being  low  and  quick,  I  direfted 
the  attendants  to  put  her  to  bed,  and 
keep  her  as  quiet  as  pofiible.  As  fhe 
was  troubled  with  a  great  drought,  I  de- 
fired  her  to  drink  barley-water,  and  take 

Z  3  now 
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now  and  then  a  little  weak  broth,  with 
toafted  bread  ;  and  laftly,  in  order  to  am ufe 
herfelf  and  friends,  I  prefcribed  a  draught 
of  fyrup  and  Ample  waters  to  be  repeated 
every  two  hours.  Then  exhorting  her  to 
difregard  the  trifling  pains  Aie  had,  I  af- 
fured  her  they  would  grow  ftronger,  and  af- 
fift  the  delivery  with  better  effect,  after 
fhe  fhould  have  enjoyed  a  refrefhing  fleep. 
Having  given  thefe  directions,  I  took  my 
leave  about  eight  in  the  morning,  and  re¬ 
turning  in  the  evening,  was  informed  that 
fie  had  flept  very  found  for  five  or  fix 
hours,  fweated  plentifully,  and  undergone 
every  now  and  then  a  fmart  pain. 

Finding  the  parts  much  fofter,  the  heat 
abated,  and  the  pains  gradually  pufning 
down  the  head  of  the  child  into  the  Pelvis , 
I  encouraged  the  patient,  telling  her  fie 
was  now  in  a  good  way,  though,  in  con- 
fequence  of  her  weakuefs,  her  delivery 
would  require  fome  time,  and  therefore 
fie  ought  to  exert  her  patience.  I  like- 
wife  privately  diredted  the  midwife  to  let 
her  reft  in  bed,  and  fleep  as  much  as  poffi- 
ble,  without  fatiguing  her  by  a  repetition 
pf  her  former  condudt.  But  notwith¬ 
standing  this  exprefs  admonition,  when  I 

was 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  343 

was  called  early  next  morning,  I  under- 
ftood  fhe  had  a  died  diametrically  oppofite 
to  my  advice,  by  railing  her  out  of  bed, 
and  harrafling  her  in  the  manner  already 
defcribed,  fo  that  fhe  was  quite  funk  and 
difpirited,  and  the  external  parts  were  in¬ 
flamed  and  fwelled  as  before.  She  was  im¬ 
mediately  replaced  in  bed,  and  a  poultice  of 
bread  and  milk  being  applied  to  the  parts, 
I  waited  to  fee  the  event.  She  flept  and 
fweated  a  good  deal,  and  when  waked 
with  a  pain,  took  fome  broth,  warm  wine 
and  water,  and  caudle  alternately,  at  diffe¬ 
rent  times,  fo  as  to  be  much  recruited  and 
refrefhed;  the  inflammation  alfo  abated, 
upon  which  the  poultice  was  removed,  and 
the  part  cleaned  ;  and  the  pains  growing 
ftronger,  fhe  was  delivered  about  noon,  of 
a  dead  child,  whofe  head  was  fqueezed  to 
a  great  length. 

I  afterwards  delivered  this  woman  three 
times,  and  the  children  were  all  uncom¬ 
monly  large,  but  by  giving  her  time,  and 

keeping  up  her  ftrength,  fhe  was  fafely 

_  _ 

brought  to  bed,  and  they  were  all  alive* 


344  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

C  A  S  £  II. 

In  the  year  1725.  I  was,  in  the  evening, 
called  to  a  patient  by  the  midwife,  who 
told  me  the  woman  had  been  long  in  la^ 
hour  of  her  firfh  child,  that  the  Os  Uteri 
had  gradually  and  (lowly  opened,  that  the 
waters  had  been  difcharged  a  great  many 
hours,  and  that  the  child’s  head  did  not 
advance, 

Upon  examination,  I  found  the  head 
was  come  down  to  the  middle  of  the  Pel¬ 
vis  ;  and  the  woman  being  firong,  with 
a  quick,  full,  hard  pulfe,  was  blooded  to 
the  quantity  of  ten  ounces.  She  was 
kept  quiet  in  bed,  and  dept  betwixt  the 
pains,  every  fecond  or  third  of  which 
was  pretty  firong.  I  defired  the  midwife 
to  indulge  her  with  all  poflible  reft,  and 
fend  to  me  if  die  diould  turn  weaker,  and 
could  not  be  delivered  by  the  pains. 

Accordingly,  I  was  called  next  morn¬ 
ing,  when  I  found  the  child’s  head  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ; 
but  the  patient  being  exhaufted,  and  hep 
pains  growing  weaker,  I  refoived  to  deli¬ 
ver  by  turning  the  child,  or  if  that  diould 
not  be  practicable,  to  adift  with  the  fillet 

or 
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or  crochet.  I  then  did  not  know  the  me¬ 
thod  of  delivering  with  the  Forceps. 

After  having  gradually  opened  the  Os 
Externum  with  my  fingers,  I  tried  to  raife 
the  head,  and  introduce  my  hand  into  the 
Uterus ,  fo  as  to  reach  the  feet :  but  the 
contraction  was  fo  great,  that  I  could 
not  advance  farther  than  the  upper  part 
of  the  Vagina :  upon  which  I  determined 
to  ufe  the  fillet  ;  when  a  ftrong  pain  com¬ 
ing  on,  as  I  withdrew  my  hand,  the  head 
defcended  lower,  and  in  two  more  pains, 
the  woman  was  delivered  of  a  child  whofe 
head  was  fqueezed  to  a  great  length. 

By  this  method  I  have  feveral  times  fuc- 
ceeded  in  fuch  cafes. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  fame  year,  I  was  called  to  ano¬ 
ther  woman,  who  had  been  long  in  labour 
of  her  third  child.  When  I  fir  ft  examin¬ 
ed,  I  thought  I  felt  the  breech  of  the  child, 
but  afterwards  found  it  was  a  large  tumor 
on  the  child’s  head,  which  was  pretty  low 
in  the  Pelvis.  The  patient  had  been  much 
fatigued  by  the  imprudent  management 
of  the  mid  wife,  the  pains  had  turned  weak, 
and  her  prtlfe  was  low.  I  directed  her  to 

be 


346  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

be  put  to  bed,  to  take  fomething  warm, 
and  try  to  doze  between  the  pains.  By 
th  is  method  her  exhaufted  fpirits  were  re¬ 
cruited,  her  pains  grew  ftronger,  I  a  flirted 
as  in  the  preceding  cafe,  and  fhe  was  de¬ 
livered  of  a  dead  child,  with  a  large  head 
fqueezed  to  a  great  length. 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1729.  I  was  called  to  a  pa¬ 
tient,  whom  I  had  delivered  twice  before  : 
in  her  firft  labour  I  ufed  the  crotchet,  in 
the  fecOnd  I  tried  the  fillet,  but  without 
fuccefs  upon  which  I  brought  the  child 
by  the  feet,  though  I  could  not  fave  it,  be- 
caufe  the  head  was  very  large. 

Having  found  by  experience  that  feve- 
ral  children  were  loft  by  ufing  thefe  expe¬ 
dients  prematurely,  and  by  turning  the 
child  when  a  large  head  prefented  in  a 
narrow  Pelvis ,  I  refolved  to  manage  this 
cafe  in  a  more  cautious  manner,  and  de¬ 
bited  that  I  might  be  called  in  time. 

Accordingly,  when  I  arrived,  the  mid¬ 
wife  told  me,  that  the  patient  had  not 
been  fatigued,  and  only  once  examined 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  largely  open¬ 
ed,  and  the  gentlewoman  being  of  a  weak- 


V  • 
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ly  conftitution,  I  kept  her  chiefly  in  bed.1 
The  waters  broke  foon  after  my  arrival  j 
the  labour  was  very  tedious  from  the  large- 
nefs  of  the  head,  which  advanced  very 
flowly  in  the  Pelvis  ■,  but  by  encouraging 
and  keeping  up  her  ftrength,  flie  was  at 

laft  fafely  delivered. 

*  '  ■  *  .  >  .?  v  > 

-  CAS  E  V. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  I  at- 
tended  a  woman  who  had  been  long  in 
labour,  and  whofe  waters  were  difeharged 
many  hours  before  I  arrived.  I  found  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  largely  opened,  the 
child’s  head  advanced  to  the  middle  of  the 
Pelvis ,  the  patient  very  much  fatigued, 
and  the  midwife  told  me  her  pains  had 
been  ftrong,  but  were  much  abated. 

As  I  could  not  turn  the  child,  I  made 
a  noofe  on  a  garter,  which  I,  with  great 
difficulty,  fixed  over  the  fore  and  hind 
head,  and  pulled  gently  during  every  pain  ; 
but,  not  fucceeding,  I  increafed  the  force 
until  the  noofe  flipped  off.  Then  refolv- 
ing  to  try  what  nature  would  do,  I  pre- 
feribed  a  gentle  opiate,  and  flie  being  kept 
quiet  in  bed,  enjoyed  between  the  pains 
fome  refrefhing  fl umbers,  by  which  her 

ftrength 
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ftrength  was  gradually  recruited,  and  the 
pains  growing  ftronger,  fhe  was  in  about 
two  hours  fafely  delivered.  The  fillet  had 
galled  and  inflamed  the  hairy  fcalp  of  the 
child,  which,  however,  in  confequence  of 
proper  applications,  recovered  in  a  few  days, 

CASE  VI. 

In  the  year  1750.  I  attended  a  gentle¬ 
woman  in  the  city,  in  labour  of  her  firft 
(child.  She  was  young,  ftrong  and  healthy, 
had  p-one  a  month  beyond  the  common 
time  of  reckoning,  and  the  cafe  was  very 
tedious.  For  after  the  membranes  had 

•V-'  —  •  *  ,  . 

broke,  and  the  child’s  head  advanced  a  lit¬ 
tle  in  the  Pelvis ,  file  underwent  many  fie- 
vere  pains  for  the  fpace  of  four  hours,  be¬ 
fore  it  defcended  to  the  lower  part,  where 
it  continued  two  hours  longer  before  fine 
was  delivered. 

I  perceived  that  the  greateft  difficulty 
proceeded  from  the  large  fize  of  the  head  ; 
and  file  being  ftrong'  and  the  pains  brifk, 
I  thought  nothing  ftiould  be  done,  but  to 
encourage  and  prevent  her  from,  being  fa¬ 
tigued.  However,  before  Hie  was  delivered, 
her  fpii'its  and  pains  began  to  flag,  and 
her  friends  became  very  anxious  and  un- 
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eafy ;  indeed  I  myfelf  was  not  without 
appreheniion  that  both  Ihe  and  the  child 
would  be  loft. 

Though  the  pains  were  moft  effectual 
while  file  continued  in  bed  betwixt  a  fit- 
ing  and  lying  pofture,  when  they  began  to 
grow  weak,  I  refolded,  as  the  head  was 
low  down,  to  a  (Tift  with  the  forceps :  but 
before  I  ufed  that  expedient,  I  thought 
proper  to  alter  the  pofition,  and  try  what 
would  be  the  effe6!  of  her  taking  Come 
pains  Handing,  a  pofture  which  had  fuc- 
ceeded  in  other  cafes.  She  was  according¬ 
ly  taken  out  of  bed,  and  fome  loofe  cloaths 
being  put  on,  fupported  between  two  wo¬ 
men.  Her  pains  increafed  in  confequence 
of  this  alteration,  and  after  file  had  un- 

■  '  *  ,  rj>  *  *  /v 

dergone  fever al  fevere  ones,  I  found  the 
child’s  head  began  to  move  lower  and 
lower,  and  protrude  the  parts  in  form  of 
a  large  tumor.  Then  Ihe  was  put  to  bed 
again,  and  with  great  difficulty  I  faved  the 
Perinceum  fiom  being  torn.  After  the 
head  was  delivered,  it  required  great  force 
to  bring  along  the  fhoulders :  indeed  this 
was  the  largeft  child  I  ever  brought  into 

the  world  alive, 

*  ■  v  '  *  '■  V  /  *  *  -  a  >  » 
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The  head  was  fqueezed  to  a  great  length, 
had  a  large  tumour  at  the  Vertex ,  and  if 
the  mother’s  Pelvis  had  not  been  very  large, 
the  child  could  not  poffibly  have  been  faved. 

CASE  VII. 

In  the  year  1742.  I  was  called  to  a  pa¬ 
tient  about  the  age  of  forty,  in  labour  of 
her  firft  child  j  though  I  was  not  permit- 
ed  to  examine,  but  obliged  to  wait  in 
another  apartment,  in  cafe  of  accidents. 
By  the  midwife’s  information  from  time 
to  time,  I  underftood  the  child  advanced 
very  flowly  after  the  Os  Uteri  was  largely 
opened,  and  the  membranes  had  broke ; 
and  that  the  pains,  though  feldom,  were 
pretty  Itrong. 

In  this  manner  labour  proceeded  for 
the  Ipace  of  twelve  hours,  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  which,  the  midwife  told  me  that 
although  lhe  had  at  firft  found  the  child 
was  alive,  by  moving  its  head,  lhe  was 
afraid  it  was  now  dead,  for  the  pains  had 
flagged  for  a  long  time,  and  a  fmall  part 
of  the  head  had  been  for  two  hours  with¬ 
out  the  external  parts.  However,  the 
child  was  delivered  foon  after  lhe  gave  me 
this  account,  and  appeared  to  have  been 

but 
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but  a  very  little  time  dead :  and,  in  all 
probability,  when  the  head  was  To  low  and 
the  pains  abated,  it  might  have  been  faved 
by  the  afiiftance  of  the  forceps,  which  fel- 
dom  or  never  fail  when  things  are  in  that 
Filiation. 

v  -  *  ...  * 

I  afterwards  learned,  that  the  fhynefs 
of  the  patient  proceeded  from  the  artful 
inflnuations  of  the  midwife,  who  terrified 
her  with  dreadful  accounts  of  the  ufe  of 
inftruments. 

During  the  firfi:  year  of  my  pradtice,  when 
I  was  called  to  lingering  cafes  which  were 
often  occafioned  by  the  imprudent  methods 
ufed  by  unfkilful  midwives  to  haften  labour, 
fuch  as  directing  the  patient  to  walk  about 
and  bear  down  with  all  her  ftrength  at 
every  trifling  pain,  until  fire  was  quite  ex- 
haufted,  and  opening  the  parts  premature  - 
ly  fo  as  to  produce  inflammations,  and 
torture  the  woman  unnecefiarily  ;  on  fuch 
oceafions,  without  knowing  the  fteps  that 
had  been  taken,  I  have  been  told  that  the 
patient  had  been  in  fevere  labour  for  many 
hours,  and  fometimes  days,  and  that  now 
I  was  called  to  prevent  her  from  dying 
with  the  child  in  her  belly.  Thus  foilicit- 
ed,  if  the  head  was  at  the  upper  part  of 
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the  Pelvis ,  I  commonly  turned  the  child,; 
and  brought  it  by  the  feet ;  and  thus,  if 
fmall,  it  was  ufually  laved,  provided  it 
was  not  dead  before  my  arrival :  but,  when 
the  head  was  large,  or  the  Pelvis  narrow 
and  diftorted,  the  force  necefiary  to  ex¬ 
tract  it,  was  often  the  occalion  of  its 
death.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  head 
was  fo  low  in  the  Pelvis ,  that  I  could  not 
raife  it  into  the  Uterus,  in  order  to  be  turn¬ 
ed,  I  was  obliged  to  dilate  the  Cranium 
with  the  fciflars,  and  extract  with  my  fin¬ 
gers,  a  (Tilled  by  the  blunt  hook.  This 
method,  however,  I  never  pradtifed,  ex¬ 
cept  when  the  head  was  low  down,  and  the 
patient  fo  much  exhaufted  that  fhe  could  not 
be  delivered  by  the  pains ;  and  not  even 
then,  until  after  I  had  triedMauriceaus  fillet, 
which  always  failed,  and  another  intro¬ 
duced  by  my  fingers  in  form  of  a  noofe, 
which  fometimes,  though  very  rarely  fuc- 
ceeded,  when  the  child  was  fmall.  In  or¬ 
der  to  avoid  this  lofs  of  children,  which, 
gave  me  great  uneafinefs,  I  procured  a  pair 
of  French  forceps,  according  to  a.  draught 
publifhed  in  the  medical  efi'ays  by  Mr. 
Butter ,  but  found  them  fo  long,  and  fo  ill- 
contrived,  that  they  by  no  means  anfwered 

the 
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the  purpofe  for  which  they  were  intended. 
I  afterwards  per u fed  the  treatifes  of  Chap¬ 
man  and  Gifford ,  who  had  frequently  faved 
children  by  a  contrivance  of  this  kind,  and 
actually  made  a  journey  to  London,  in  or¬ 
der  to  acquire  further  information  on  this 
fubject.  Here  I  faw  nothing  was  to  be 
learned  and  by  the  advice  of  the  late  in¬ 
genious  Dr.  Stewart ,  who  was  my  parti¬ 
cular  friend*  I  proceeded  to  Paris,  where 
courfes  on  midwifery  were  at  that  time 
given  by  Gregoire.  There  likewife  I  was 
very  much  difappointed  in  my  expecta¬ 
tion  :  for  though  his  method  might 
be  ufeful  to  young  beginners,  his  ma¬ 
chine  was  no  other  than  a  piece  of  baf-> 
ket-work,  containing  a  real  Pelvis  covered 
with  black  leather,  upon  which  he  could 
not  clearly  explain  the  difficulties  that  oc¬ 
cur  in  turning  children,  proceeding  from 
the  contractions  of  the  Uterus,  Os  Inter¬ 
num  and  Os  Externum.  And  as  for  the 
forceps,  he  taught  his  pupils  to  introduce 
them  at  random,  and  pull  with  great  force, 
though  he  preferred  Chapman  s  inftrument 
to  that  ufed  by  the  French,  and  recom¬ 
mended  the  improvement  made  upon 
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Mauriceaus  fillet,  which  can  never  be  of 
any  ufe. 

Little  fatisfied  with  his  manner  of  in- 
ffructing,  I  confidered  that  there  was  a 
poffibility  of  forming  machines  which 
fhould  fo  exactly  imitate  real  women  and 
children,  as  to  exhibit  to  the  learner  all 
the  difficulties  that  happen  in  midwifery  ; 
and  fuch  I  aftually  contrived,  and  made  by 
dint  of  uncommon  labour  and  application. 

I  endeavoured  to  reduce  the  art  of  mid¬ 
wifery  to  the  principles  of  mechanifm,  af- 
certained  the  make,  fhape  and  fituation 
of  the  Pelvis,  together  with  the  form  and 
dimenfions  of  the  child’s  head,  and  ex¬ 
plained  the  method  of  extracting,  from 
the  rules  of  moving  bodies,  in  different  di¬ 
rections.  Neverthelefs,  I  had  ffill  fome 
occafion  to  perceive  that  children  were 
loff,  and  the  mothers  endangered  by  turn¬ 
ing,  when  the  head  was  large  and  pre- 
fented,  or  even  by  leaving  the  head  to 
flick  long  at  the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis, 
when  the  pains  were  weak  and  the  patient 
exhaufled  :  for  in  this  laft  cafe,  the  child, 
when  delivered,  was  commonly  dead,  in 
confequence  of  the  brain’s  having  been 
compreffed ;  and  the  fame  long  compref- 
fion  had  produced  an  inflammation  in  the 

Vagina, 
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Vagina ,  0.f  Internum ,  and  fometimes  in  the 
Uterus  of  the  mother.  To  obviate  thefe 
misfortunes,  I  was  fometimes  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  fillet  or  forceps,  with 
which  lafl:  I  frequently  fucceeded,  fo  as 
to  fave  the  child ;  though  the  ufe  of  them 
was  fometimes  attended  with  a  laceration 
of  the  external  parts  of  the  woman,  un¬ 
til  I  contrived  an  alteration  in  their  form, 
and  gave  new  directions  for  ufing  them,  by 
which  this  inconvenience  is  prevented. 

In  a  word,  I  diligently  attended  to  the 
courfe  and  operations  of  nature,  which 
occurred  in  my  pradtice,  regulating  and 
improving  myfelf  by  that  infallible  ftandard  3 
nor  did  I  rejedt  the  hints  of  other  writers 
and  practitioners,  from  whofe  fuggeftions, 

I  own,  I  have  derived  much  ufeful  inftruc- 
tion.  In  particular  I  was  obliged  to  Dr. 
Gordon  of  Glafgow ,  and  Dr.  Inglijh  of  La- 
nerk ,  in  Scotland  3  the  fil'd:  made  me  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  blunt  hook ;  the  other,  with 
the  noofe  ;  and  in  London  Dr.  Nijbet  affi fl¬ 
ed  me  in  improving  the  forceps,  and  Dr, 
Hunter ,  in  reforming  the  wrong  pradtice  of 
delivering  the  Placenta. 

On  the  whole,  I  have  given  this  fhort 
detail  of  my  own  conduct,  for  the  benefit 
of  young  practitioners,  who  will  tee,  that 
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far  from  adhering  to  one  original  method, 
I  took  all  opportunities  of  acquiring  im¬ 
provement,  and  chearfully  renounced  thofe 
errors  which  I  had  imbibed  in  the  begin- 
ing  of  life. 

NUMB.  II.  CASE  I. 

From  the  Hydrocephalus. 

In  the  year  1747.  I  attended  a  gentle¬ 
woman  in  labour  of  her  fourth  child,  and 
felt  the  membranes  pufhed  down,  and  the 
Os  Internum  and  Os  Externum  largely  open¬ 
ed.  Before  the  membranes  broke,  the 
child’s  head  continued  a  long  time  high  up 
at  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis,  and  felt  in  fucli 
an  uncommon  manner,  that  I  was  for 
fome  time  uncertain  whether  it  was  the 
head  or  breech.  But  the  waters  being  dis¬ 
charged,  it  was  pufhed  a  little  lower  down  ; 
then  I  felt  the  hairy  fcalp,  and  perceived 
the  head  was  dropfical,  from  the  loofenefs 
of  the  bones  and  the  great  diflance  be¬ 
tween  them. 

After  many  fevere  pains,  the  fcalp  was 
protruded  to  the  Os  Externum ,  which  the 
contained  water  diftended  to  fucha  degree, 
that  the  head  palled,  and  the  child,  which 
was  prefently  delivered,  feemed  to  have 
been  dead  but  a  very  little  time. 
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CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1 753-  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  labour  of  her  firft  child.  The 
membranes  and  waters  opened  the  Os  Uteri 
in  a  very  flow  manner,  and  when  they 
came  down  to  the  middle  of  the  Vagina , 
felt  as  if  there  had  been  one  fet  of  mem¬ 
branes  within  another,  though  the  internal 
feemed  to  be  much  thicker  than  the  exter¬ 
nal.  But  before  the  Os  Uteri  was  fully 
opened,  the  real  membranes  broke,  and 
then  I  difcovered  the  other  was  the  hairy 
fcalp,  pufhed  down  by  water  contained  in 
the  fkull.  This  the  pains  forced  down 
lower  and  lower,  fo  that  the  Os  Internum 
being  fully  opened,  it  flretched  the  Vagina 
and  Os  Externum  in  the  fame  manner  as 
they  are  commonly  dilated  by  the  mem¬ 
branes  and  waters  of  the  Secundines ;  and 
I  felt  the  bones  of  the  fkull  loofe  and  rid¬ 
ing  one  another. 

At  length  the  head  being  delivered,  I 
was  obliged  to  exert  a  good  deal  of  force, 
in  bringing  along  the  fhoulders  and  body, 
becaufe  the  belly  was  fwelled.  The  Funis 
was  tumified  and  livid;  the  child  feemed 
to  have  been  dead  for  the  fpace  of  eight 
or  ten  days ;  and  there  was  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  water  contained  in  its  head. 
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COLLECTION  XXL 

Of  lingering  cafes  from  a  fmall,  narrow, 

or  diftorted  Pelvis. 

Vide  Tab.  XXVII.  and  XXVIII. 

NUMB.  I. 

Although  thefe  labours  may  feem  to 
be  of  the  fame  clafs,  and  require  the  fame 
management  with  thofe  that  proceed  from 
a  large  head,  there  is  an  effential  differ¬ 
ence  :  for,  though  they  are  much  the  fame 
with  regard  to  the  efforts  of  the  woman, 
the  operator  in  thefe  has  much  lefs  room, 
when  he  is  obliged  to  affift  with  his  hand, 
and  the  child’s  head  is  disfigured  and 
compreffed  into  large  indentations,  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  jetting  in  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  Sacrum  and  Vertebra  of  the  loins. 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1750.  I  was  befpoke  to  at¬ 
tend  a  woman  of  a  middling  fize,  and  to 
appearance  well  made,  who  had  been  three 
times  before  delivered  of  dead  children. 
The  firft  prefented  with  the  arm,  and  the 
midwife  having  kept  her  two  days  in  hand, 
With  promifes  of  fafe  delivery,  the  friends 
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called  a  gentleman  of  the  profeffion,  who 
with  great  difficulty  extracted  the  child  by 
the  feet,  and  was  fo  much  fatigued  with 
the  operation,  that  he  was  obliged  to  keep 
his  bed  for  feveral  days.  In  her  next 
child  I  was  employed,  after  floe  had  been 
weakened  and  exhaufted  by  another  mid¬ 
wife,  who  with  great  felf-fufficiency  had 
undertaken  to  bring  matters  to  an  happy 
iffiie. 

Having  waited  a  long  time  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  I  tried  the  forceps ;  and  thefe  failing, 
dilated  the  Cranium  according  to  the  me¬ 
thod  defcribed  in  laborious  births.  Then 
I  found  the  difficulty  proceeded  from  the 
large  fize  of  the  head,  and  the  jetting  in 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  Sacrum,  which 
was  not  above  three  inches  and  an  half 
from  the  Os  Pubis.  In  her  third  labour,  I 
attended  by  myfelf ;  but  the  breech  un¬ 
luckily  prefenting,  and  the  child  being 
very  large,  I  could  not  poffibly  fave  it, 
for  I  was  fain  to  ufe  the  curved  crotchet 
in  delivering  the  head,  to  the  great  grief 
and  mortification  of  the  poor  mother,  who 
had  buffered  fo  much  and  loft  three  children. 

When  I  was  called  to  her  in  labour  of 
her  fourth  child,  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
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was  open  to  about  the  breadth  of  a  fh ti¬ 
ling,  and  the  child’s  head  retired  on  the 
tipper  part  of  the  Pubis ,  but  was  thrown 
a  little  more  forward  than  ufual,  by  the 
jetting  in  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Sacrum , 
and  the  laft  Vertebra  of  the  loins.  La¬ 
bour  being  juft  begun,  I  encouraged  the 
patient  by  telling  her  that  I  had  faved  ma¬ 
ny  children  even  where  the  Pelvis  was 
narrower  than  her’s,  and  that  I  was  now  - 
in  great  hope  of  fucceeding,  provided  the 
child  was  not  of  an  extraordinary  fize. 
As  fhe  had  flept  but  little  the  preceding 
night,  and  her  pulfe  was  rather  full,  I  or¬ 
dered  ten  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from 
her  arm,  and  herinteftines  to  be  emptied  by 
a  glyfter ;  and  taking  my  leave  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  defired  the  nurie  would  not  fend  for 
me  until  the  membranes  fliould  be  broke. 
She  was  accordingly  kept  quiet  in  bed, 
and  enjoyed  fome  refrefhing  fleep,  and  in 
the  evening,  I  received  a  metiage ;  then 
the  membranes  were  broke,  the  mouth  of 
the  womb  being  largely  opened,  and  the 
head  beginning  to  be  fqueezed  in  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  Pelvis ;  but  when  the 
membranes  gave  way,  the  pains  abated, 
ps  is  commonly  the  cafe  when  the  head 
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is  not  fmall,  or  the  Pelvis  large :  for  the 
pains  fhe  had  hitherto  undergone,  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  membranes  ftretching  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  3  and  now  the  head 
being  kept  up,  did  not  continue  the  dif- 
tenfion  of  thefe  parts,  but  locked  them  up 
fo  as  to  detain  a  quantity  of  waters  ftill 
in  the  Uterus. 

I  went  away  again,  defiring  the  nurfe 
to  fend  for  me  when  the  pains  fhould  re¬ 
turn  and  grow  ftronger 5  and  in  about  three 
hours  I  returned,  in  confequence  of  ano¬ 
ther  call,  when  I  underftood  a  great  many 
cloths  had  been  wetted,  and  that  the  pains 
were  become  ftronger  and  more  frequent. 
I  then  felt  the  child’s  head  fqueezed  lower 
down,  and  but  little  water  being  difcharg- 
ed  in  time  of  a  pain,  I  concluded  that  the 
whole  quantity  was  almoft  expended,  and 
that  the  Uterus  was  clofe  contracted  to  the 
body  of  the  child. 

As  the  patient  had  been  chiefly  in  bed 
during  the  whole  day,  I  directed  her  to 
take  her  pains  in  a  fitting  pofture,  and 
now  and  then  to  walk  about  without  fa¬ 
tiguing  herfelf.  She  therefore  fat  in  an 
eafy  chair,  leaning  backwards,  and  in  this 
manner  took  her  pains,  until  towards  morn- 


/ 


362  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

ing,  being  very  much  fatigued,  fhe  was 
again  put  into  bed  and  laid  on  her  back, 
her  Ihoulders  being  raifed  with  pillows  fo 
as  that  her  pofture  was  between  fitting  and 
lying.  I  defired  her  in  time  of  a  pain  to 
pull  up  her  legs,  while  an  afliftant  fup- 
ported  her  feet,  and  diredted  her  not  to 
force  down,  except  when  the  pain  was 
ftrong.  The  head  continued  to  advance 
very  flowly,  the  bones  of  the  Cranium  rid¬ 
ing  over  one  another,  the  Vertex  was 
fqueezed  down  in  a  conical  form  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  left  Ifchium  ;  the  fore¬ 
head  being  at  the  upper  part  of  the  right, 
or  rather  above  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis-  on 
that  fide ;  the  Fontanelle  was  ftill  very  high 
up,  and  I  felt  the  ear  at  the  Os  Pubis.  At 
every  third  or  fourth  pain,  which  was  ge¬ 
nerally  the  ftrongeft,  the  head  advanced, 
and  the  Occiput  was  gradually  raifed  to  the 
fpace  below  the  Pubis,  the  forehead  turn¬ 
ing  backwards  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
Sacrum  and  Coccyx. 

The  head  being  now  fo  low  down,  and 
difengaged  from  its  confinement  and  pref- 
fure  at  the  upper  part  of  the  Pelvis,  pro¬ 
ceeded  much  more  eafily  than  before  how¬ 
ever,  as  the  child  was  large,  and  might  be 
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loft  in  being  detained  too  long  by  the  con¬ 
traction  of  the  Uterus  before  the  fhoulders, 
I  aflifted  a  little,  when  the  forehead  was 
come  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Coc¬ 
cyx ,  by  placing  my  fingers  on  each  fide  of 
it,  in  time  of  a  ftrong  pain,  in  order  to 
prefs  the  head  forwards  to  the  fpace  below 
the  Pubis ,  and  prevent  its  being  drawn 
back,  upon  the  abatement  or  ceffation  of 
the  pain. 

The  head  being  delivered,  I  was  fain  to 
ufe  a  good  deal  of  force  in  extracting  the 
fhoulders :  for  although  I  had  brought 
them  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  IJchi- 
um,  I  could  not  effect  the  delivery,  until 
I  introduced  a  finger  above  one  of  them, 
up  to  the  middle  of  the  arm,  and  by 
prefiing  towards  the  Sacrum,  brought  it 
down  with  an  half  round  turn  ;  upon  which 
the  body  followed. 

The  circulation  in  the  Funis  being  flopp'd, 
the  child,  which  was  very  large,  and  whofe 
head  was  compreffed  in  a  longitudinal 
form,  lay  five  or  fix  minutes  before  it  be¬ 
gan  to  breathe. 

The  woman  recovered  of  this,  much 
better  than  of  her  former  labours. 
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CASE  II. 

I  delivered  the  fame  patient  of  another 
child  in  the  year  1753.  when  the  labour 
proceeded  much  in  the  fame  manner ;  with 
this  difference,  however,  that  the  membranes 
were  unluckily  broke  by  her  motion  in 
getting  out  of  bed  before  fire  had  any 
pains.  I  being  called,  in  confequence  of 
this  accident,  found  the  Os  Uteri  foft  and 
yielding,  though  very  little  open,  and  the 
child’s  head  refling  above  the  Os  Pubis,  as 
in  the  former  cafe.  She  was  blooded  and 
received  a  glyfler  as  in  the  preceding  cafe  ; 
but  as  the  pains  were  not  begun,  and  I 
was  engaged  at  another  labour,  I  left  a 
midwife  with  proper  directions  how  to 
manage  when  the  pains  fhould  come  on, 
until  I  fhould  be  at  leifure  to  come  and  at¬ 
tend  her. 

Soon  after  I  went  away,  the  pains  be¬ 
gan,  and  a  large  quantity  of  waters  was 
from  time  to  time  difcharged.  When  I 
returned  in  the  evening,  I  found  the  Os 
Uteri  pretty  largely  opened,  and  the  head 
pu died  down  to  about  one  third  of  the 
Pelvis ;  and  taking  it  for  granted,  that 
file  would  have  many  more  flrong  pains, 
and  that  all  the  waters  were  not  yet  dif¬ 
charged. 
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charged,  I  lay  down  in  a  bed  to  take  fome 
reft,  becaufe  I  had  been  much  fatigued  the 
night  before,  and  defired  the  midwife  to 
call  me  as  foon  as  the  head  fhould  be  come 
down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis.  The 
patient  bore  many  very  fevere  pains  with 
extraordinary  courage,  the  child’s  head  was 
in  the  fituation  defcribed,  in  about  three 
hours  after  I  went  to  bed,  and  in  half  an 
hour  after  I  rofe,  the  woman  wras  fafely 
delivered  of  a  live  child.  Since  the  pub- 
lifhing  of  the  above,  fhe  has  been  twice  de¬ 
livered  in  the  fame  cautious  manner  by 

mf 

Mrs.  Maddocks  on  my  account,  and  the 
children  were  live  born  and  did  well. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1750.  I  attended  a  woman 
whofe  Pelvis  was  alfo  diftorted,  and  rather 
fmaller  and  narrower  than  that  defcribed  in 
the  preceding  cafe.  She  had,  the  year  be¬ 
fore,  been  long  in  labour,  and  much  ex- 
haufted  before  file  was  delivered  by  another 
gentleman,  who  was  obliged  to  open  the 
child’s  head. 

I  being  called  at  the  beginning  of  this 
fecond  labour,  managed  her  much  in  the 
manner  above  defcribed,  and  with  great 
difficulty  faved  the  child,  which  was  fmali : 

but 
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but  when  I  attended  her  again  in  her  next 
lying  in,  I  could  notfave  the  child,  which 
though  larger  than  the  former  was  not  above 
the  common  fize.  Vide  the  crotchet  cafes. 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1742.  my  attendance  was 
befpoke  to  a  woman  who  had  been  four 
times  delivered  by  another  gentleman  of 
dead  children ;  and  it  was  alledged  her 
Pelvis  was  fo  narrow  and  ill-formed  that 
fhe  could  not  poffibly  bear  a  live  child. 

I  was  averfe  to  interfere  with  any  other 
practitioner,  and  adfually  refufed  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  cafe,  until  I  was  importuned 
by  two  of  her  acquaintance  whom  I  had 
delivered,  and  a fiured  that  the  other  gen¬ 
tleman  would  never  be  employed  again  at 
any  rate  ;  upon  thefe  reprefentations  I  pro* 
mi  fed  to  attend  this  patient,  who  was  a 
little  woman,  of  a  delicate  conftitution, 
fubjedt  to  idlerical  complaints,  for  which  I 
advifed  her  to  confult  fome  phyfician,  tho’ 
in  this  particular  Hie  negledted  my  advice, 
on  the  fuppofition  that  her  health  was 
mending. 

Soon  after  my  firft  vifit,  I  was  called  to 
her  when  fhe  imagined  herfelf  in  labour, 
and  found  the  mouth  of  the  womb  but 
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very  little  open,  though  foft  and  yield-  • 
ing.  Her  pains  feemed  to  proceed  from 
her  being  codive,  yet  I  felt  the  head  red¬ 
ing  above  the  Pubis ,  and  was  agreeably 
furprized  to  find  the  Pelvis  was  not  fo  nar¬ 
row  as  it  had  been  defcribed :  for,  with 
the  tip  of  my  finger  I  could  hardly  reach 
the  jetting  forwards  of  the  lad  Vertebra  of 
the  loins  and  upper  part  of  the  Sacrum  ; 
from  which  circumdance,  I  underdood 
the  Pelvis  at  that  part  was  not  above  half, 
or  three  quarters  of  an  inch  narrower  than 
thofe  that  are  well  formed.  I  therefore 
hoped,  that  if  the  child  was  not  large  it 
might  be  faved,  provided  I  could  keep  up 
the  woman’s  drength.  With  this  view, 
after  having  encouraged  her  by  communi¬ 
cating  my  opinion,  I  prefcribed  a  glyder, 
after  the  operation  of  which  die  took  the 
following  draught. 

R  dq.  Cinamom.  Simp.  z\(l.  cum  fpiritu  gij. 

Confect.  Democrat.  3d.  Syr.  e  Meconio  3ij  M. 

It  was  now  late,  and  I  being  uncertain 
when  labour  would  begin,  dayed  with  her 
during  the  bed  part  of  the  night,  but 
went  away  as  foon  as  the  draught  had 
thrown  her  into  a  profound  deep.  She 

t.  was 
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was  free  from  pain  all  next  day,  but  I  was 
called  the  following  morning,  when  I  un¬ 
derflood  fhe  had  trifling  pains  in  the  night, 
though  fhe  had  flept  in  the  intervals.  I 
found  the  waters  pufhing  down  the  mem¬ 
branes,  and  the  mouth  of  the  womb  open 
to  about  the  breadth  of  a  crown  ;  and  fhe 
being  weary  with  lying,  I  advifed  her  to 
rife  and  take  her  breakfafl.  Having  fat 
with  her  about  two  hours,  during  which 
the  pains  were  but  flight  and  returned  fel- 
dom,  and  believing  they  would  not  grow 
much  ftronger,  until  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  fliould  be  fully  opened,  the  mem¬ 
branes  broke,  and  the  waters  difcharged, 
I  propofed  to  go  and  vifit  fome  other  pa¬ 
tients,  and  laid  injunctions  upon  the  nurfe 
to  put  the  woman  to  bed,  and  fend  for 
me  as  foon  as  matters  fhould  be  thus  ri- 

9 

She  feemed  uneafy  at  my  going,  and 
afraid  I  would  not  return.  She  obferved  fhe 
had  been  already  two  days  in  labour  ;  that 
the  other  gentleman  would  not  have  wait¬ 
ed  fo  long,  but  have  delivered  her  before  this 
time,  either  by  turning  the  child,  or  ex¬ 
tracting  it  with  inftxuments  :  the  nurfe  too 
made  refiedtions  of  the  fame  nature. 


I 
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1  paid  very  little  regard  to  what  they 
faid  of  my  predeceffor,  becaufe  I  could  not 
pretend  to  judge  of  his  practice,  unlefs  I 
had  been  prefent,  and  known  the  particu¬ 
lar  circumftances  3  and  nothing  can  be 
more  abfurd  than  to  juftify  or  condemn 
upon  the  hearfay  of  ignorant  people,  who 
are  always  apt  to  run  into  extremes  of 
praife  or  difpraife. 

I  therefore  told  her,  file  had  not  been  in 
real  labour  till  the  night  before  3  that  I  would 
do  every  thing  in  my  power  for  the  fafety 
of  herfelf  and  the  child  ;  and  begged  that, 
if  file  was  in  the  leaft  diffident  of  my  (kill, 
fhe  would  fend  for  the  perfon  who  former¬ 
ly  delivered  her 5  for  I  would  not  attempt 
to  force  matters,  as  there  was  really  no 
danger,  even  if  the  labour  fhould  continue 
eight  days  longer.  This  declaration  quieted 
the  anxiety  of  the  patient  and  nurfe,  and 
I  was  permitted  to  go  away,  after  I  had 
promifed  to  return  upon  the  fir  ft  notice, 
which  was  about  eleven  j  but  at  two,  I 
was  fent  for  in  a  great  hurry.  The  nurfe 
had  put  her  to  bed,  and  I,  during  a  ftrong 
pain,  felt  the  membranes  pu filing  down, 
large  and  full  through  the  Os  Externum, 
As  the  pain  went  off  and  they  were 

B  b  re- 
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Relaxed,  I  perceived  the  head  was  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  Pelvis.  I  had  fcarcely 
time  to  put  on  a  night-gown,  when  ano¬ 
ther  pain  returned,  and  the  woman  was 
immediately  delivered  of  a  fmali  child. 

From  the  eafinefs  of  the  birth,  and  the 
round  form  of  the  head,  which  was  not  at 
all  comprelfed,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
though  the  child  had  been  of  an  ordinary 
fize,  it  would  have  been  faved. 

The  patient  recovered  much  better  and 
fooner  after  this,  than  after  her  former  de¬ 
liveries  ;  the  jaundice  vanifhed,  and  in  two 
months  die  was  healthier  and  ftronger  than 
Hie  had  been  for  many  years. 

N  U  M  B.  II.  CASE  I. 

From  inflammatory  or  oedematous  Even¬ 
ing's  of  the  Pudenda,  fchirro us  tumors, 
polypus  or  callofity  in  the  Vagina  or 
Os  Uteri. 

Vide  Sea.  III.  No.  V. 

\ 

In  the  year  1742.  a  woman  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  her  firfl:  pregnancy,  had  oeda- 
matous  fwel lings  in  her  kgs,  thighs  and 
Pudenda ;  and,  being  obliged  to  walk  one 
day  through  the  city,  was  very  much 
fatigued  and  in  great  pain.  When  I 

exa- 
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examined  the  parts,  the  dwelling,-  which 
before  was  oedomatous,  feemed  to  have 
contracted  in  inflammatory  hue  ;  the  left 
leg  and  thigh  were  much  more  tumified 
than  thofe  of  the  right  fide,  and  the  fkin  • 
was  fomething  of  a  livid  colour.  Twelve 
ounces  of  blood  were  immediately  taken 
from  her  arm,  fhe  was  put  to  bed,  and  in 
confequence  of  fomentations,  in  three  days 
the  pain  and  inflammation  abated :  but 
the  fwelling  of  the  Pudenda  Itill  continuing, 

I  preferibed  an  emollient  cataplafm  to  be 
frequently  renewed,  and  from  the  farft  day 
fhe  had  taken  two  dofes  of  gentle,  cooling 
phyfick.  On  the  fifth  day  Ihe  was  taken 
in  labour,  and  though  the  parts  were  ftili 
fwelled,  and  ftretched  with  great  difficulty* 
Hie  was  at  laft  fafely  delivered. 

The  poultice  was  ftili  applied,  the  fwell¬ 
ing  gradually  fubfided,  and  fhe  recovered 
tolerably  well. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  I  was 
called  by  a  midwife  to  a  woman  at  Chelfea 
who  was  in  labour.  The  Labia  Pudendi 
were  fo  exceffively  fwelled,  that  both  pa¬ 
tient  and  midwife  believed  the  child  could 

B  b  2  not 
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not  poffibly  pafs:  and  the  tumefaction  was 
attended  with  fuch  pain,  that  for  three 
days  (lie  had  been  obliged  to  keep  her  bed 
and  lie  on  her  back,  without  daring  to  al¬ 
ter  that  pofition. 

When  I  examined  her  during  a  pain,  I 
found  the  Os  Uteri  very  little  open,  and 
thence  concluding  labour  was  but  juft  be¬ 
ginning,  I  pundtured  the  parts  in  feveral 
places  with  a  lancet,  a  large  quantity  of 
ferous  fluid  was  difcharged,  the  fwelling 
i'ubiided,  and  the  labour  proceeded  in  a  flow 
manner  until  file  was  delivered. 

Such  cafes  have  often  occurred  in  my 
practice,  and  I  never  knew  them  attended 
with  any  bad  confequence.  For  when 
the  fwelling  is  too  great  to  permit  the 
child  to  pafs,  it  is  commonly  reduced  by 
punctures,  or  when  of  the  inflammatory 
kind,  by  bleeding,  cataplafms  and  fomen¬ 
tation. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1744.  a  woman  in  labour 
of  her  fir  ft  child,  was  attended  by  a  mid¬ 
wife,  who  imagined  the  felt  the  child’s 
head,  though  very  lmall,  in  the  Vagina  y 
but,  examining  again  after  a  few  pains, 

fhe 
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fhe  felt  that  fubftance  pufhed  to  one  fide 
of  the  Pelvis,  and  the  membranes  and 
waters  forcing  down  at  the  other  ;  thefe 
being  broke  and  difcharged,  fhe  found 
fomething  like  another  head  come  down 
alfo.  She  being  alarmed  at  this  ftrange 
circumftance,  recourfe  was  had  to  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  the  profeflion,  who  being  alfo 
puzzled,  made  a  pretence  to  leave  her,  and 
afterwards  fent  a  raeflage,  defiring  that  an¬ 
other  might  be  called,  as  he  was  indif- 
penfably  engaged.  But,  before  any  affift- 
ance  could  be  procured,  the  woman  was 
delivered  by  the  labour-pains  of  a  middle- 
fized  child  5  and  it  was  not  till  fome 
months  after,  that  the  fubftance  was  found 
to  be  a  fchirrous  tumor,  or  excrefcence  of 
the  polypus  kind,  adhering  to  the  outfide 
of  the  Os  Uteri ,  which  was  afterward  taken 
off  by  ligature. 

In  fome  few  cafes,  after  fevere  labour,  I 
have  felt  what  I  fuppofed  to  be  hard  cica¬ 
trices  or  callofities  at  the  Os  Uteri,  Vagina  and 
Os  'Externum,  by  which  the  delivery  was 
retarded. 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1750.  my  attendance  was 
belpoke  to  a  woman  who  had  recovered 

B  b  3  with 
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with  great  difficulty  after  a  former  tedious 
labour. 

When  I  examined,  the  Os  Uteri  was  open 
to  about  the  breadth  of  a  crown,  the  mem¬ 
branes,  with  the  waters,  were  puffied  ftrong- 
ly  down,  and  I  felt  uncommon  hardneffes 
and  ftriclures  at  the  Os  Uteri,  in  the  Va¬ 
gina,  and  at  the  lower  part  of  the  Os  Ex¬ 
ternum  . 

The  nurfe,  who  formerly  attended  her, 
fold  me,  that  for  fome  days  after  her  laid 
delivery,  little  flelhy  fubftances  were  now 
and  then  difcharged,  of  a  blackilh  colour 
and  bad  fmell  3  and  that  a  longtime  elapfed, 
before  the  recovered  and  was  able  to  fit 

up- 

The  labour  now  proceeded  very  {lowly, 
until  the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  fully 
opened,  and  the  membranes  breaking,  the 
contracted  Vagina  was  gradually  ftretched 
by  the  head  of  the  child ;  for  notwith¬ 
standing  the  callofities  which  Itill  conti¬ 
nued,  the  neighbouring  parts  yielded  by 
degrees,  and  although  it  was  long  before 
the  Os  Externum  was  fufficiently  dilated, 
at  laid  the  child  was  delivered. 

[  managed  this  cafe  with  great  cau¬ 
tion,  becaufe,  front  the  imperfedt  accounts 
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of  her  former  labour,  I  fuppofed  there 
had  been  a  violent  inflammation,  and  that 
the  callous  ftriCtures  were  the  confequence 
of  a  partial  mortification  which  had  been 
fcparated  and  caft  oft'  by  nature. 

I  kept  her  rnoftly  in  bed,  and  during 
every  ftrong  pain,  prefied  my  fingers  againfl: 
the  head,  fo  as  to  abate  the  force  of  the 
prctrufion,  and  allow  time  for  the  relaxa¬ 
tion  of  the  ftri&ures ;  by  which  means 
the  labour  fucceeded  beyond  expectation. 

NUMB.  III.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  detenfion  of  the  fhoulders  and  body 
of  the  child,  after  the  head  is  delivered. 

In  the  year  1725.  I  was  called  to  a  pa¬ 
tient  in  labour  after  the  child’s  head  was 
delivered,  as  the  midwife  could  not  extract 
the  body,  though  Ihe  had  pulled  a  long 
time  with  a  good  deal  of  force.  I  found 
the  navel-flxing  furrounding  the  neck,  and 
luckily  hooking  with  my  finger  that  part 
of  it  which  was  next  the  child’s  belly,  it 
was  fo  loofe  as  to  flip  over  the  head ;  I 
undid  two  other  circumvolutions  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  the  child  being  difen- 
tangled,  was  immediately  delivered. 
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I  have,  in  many  other  cafes,  freed  the 
child  from  the  circumvolutions  of  the  Fu¬ 
nis,  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  was  difpofed 
to  believe,  that  it  was  very  feldom  if  ever 
neceffary  to  cut  and  tie  this  rope  before  the 
delivery  of  the  child,  until  my  opinion 
was  altered  by  the  two  following  inftances, 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1749, 1  was  called  in  a  great 
hurry  to  a  woman  whofe  delivery  was  re¬ 
tarded  by  the  fame  caufe  defcribed  in  the 
foregoing  cafe,  and  tried  to  difengage  the 
child  from  the  circumvolutions  of  the  Fu¬ 
nis,  though  without  effe6t.  Then,  with¬ 
out  waiting  to  make  a  ligature  in  two 
places,  as  we  are  commonly  directed  to  do, 
3  iniinuated  my  fingers  between  one  of  the 
turns  and  the  child’s  neck,  fnipt  the  Funis 
in  tw'o  with  my  fcilfars,  and  delivered  the 
body  of  the  child,  which  was  dead. 

The  face  and  neck  were  very  much 
fwelled,  and  in  this  laft  appeared  a  deep 
imprefiion  from  the  tightnefs  of  the  cir¬ 
cumvolution. 


CASE 
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CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1751.  I  was  concerned  in 
another  cafe  of  the  fame  nature,  and  after 
having  attempted,  without  fuccefs,  to  dis¬ 
engage  the  child  by  turning  the  Funis  over 
the  head  with  my  finger,  I  made  a  liga¬ 
ture  in  two  places,  between  which  I  fnipt 
it  afunder. 

The  confequence  of  this  operation,  was, 
the  immediate  delivery  of  a  ftrong  lively 
child :  another  ligature  was  made  near  the 
Abdomen ,  and  the  fuperfluity  of  the  Funis 
cut  off. 

In  a  few  cafes  I  have  found  delivery  re¬ 
tarded  by  the  fhortnefs  of  the  Funis ;  but 
the  child  was  always  fafely  delivered,  by 
turning  the  body  along  the  breech  of  the 
mother. 

CASE  IV.’ 

In  the  year  1730.  I  received  a  fudden 
call  to  a  gentlewoman  in  labour  ;  the 
child’s  head  had  been  delivered  a  long 
time,  and  the  midwife  had  pulled  with  a 
great  deal  of  force,  at  intervals.  But  be¬ 
fore  I  arrived,  the  patient  was  delivered 
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of  a  dead  child,  whofe  fhoulders  were  re¬ 
markably  large.  I  have  been  called  by 
mid  wives  to  many  cafes  of  this  kind,  in 
which  the  child  was  frequently  loft. 

CASE  V. 

In  the  year  1753.  I  attended  in  a  labour 
that  was  rendered  tedious  by  the  large  fize 
of  the  body  after  the  head  was  delivered. 
I  attempted  to  bring  down  the  fhoulders 
in  the  gentleft  manner,  according  to  the 
directions  in  my  treatife,  but  found  I  could 
not  fucceed  without  ufing  fuch  force  as  would 
overftrain  the  neck,  and  deftroy  the  child : 
for  the  fhoulders  were  fo  high  that  I 
could  not  reach  with  my  fingers  to  the 
armpits.  I  then  introduced  the  blunt 
hook,  but  could  not  fucceed,  without  run- 
ing  the  rifque  of  breaking  the  arm,  or 
overftraining  the  joint  at  the  fhoulder  $ 
and,  as  the  woman  had  ftrong  pains,  I 
refolved  to  wait  their  effeCt,  without  ufing 
any  violence  that  might  endanger  the  life 
of  the  child  :  accordingly,  in  three  pains, 
I  brought  the  fhoulder  down  to  the  Os  Ex¬ 
ternum,  then  turning  one  of  the  arms  into 
the  hollow  of  the  Sacrum ,  the  body  fol¬ 
lowed,  and  the  child  was  born  alive.  From 

this 
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this  and  other  cafes,  I  have  learned  to  wait 
the  effect  of  the  labour-pains,  rather  than 
to  ufe  violence  in  pulling  at  the  neck. 

CASE  VI. 

Communicated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  A — 

dated  at  E - ,  1749* 

I  have  had  lately  another  melancholy 
cafe  in  midwifery.  I  was  lent  for  to  a 
woman,  aged  forty,  who  had  born  feveral 
children  before.  When  I  came,  I  found 
the  frontal  and  parietal  bones  feparated 
from  the  reft  and  without  the  Vagina,  the 
brain  being  evacuated.  I  flipped  up  my 
fingers,  and  found  the  Os  rfincce  contract¬ 
ed  about  the  neck  of  the  child,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  pull  it  away,  but  in  vain.  I 
then  fent  for  Mr.  D.  and  Mr.  S.  neither  of 
whom  could  come.  I  next  fent  for  Mr.  L. 
who  came,  and  I  defied  him  to  fee  what 
he  could  do,  as  my  fingers  were  numbed. 
He  firft  got  one  hand  into  the  Uterus ,  and 
then  flipped  up  the  fingers  of  the  other, 
and  brought  away  the  child.  The  woman’s 
pulfe  before  delivery  was  ftrong,  and  Ihe 
had  little  flooding :  but  we  had  not  been 
gone  a  quarter  of  an  hour  when  we  were 

fent 
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fent  for  again.  They  told  us,  that  im¬ 
mediately  after  we  went  away,  which  was 
about  five  minutes  after  delivery,  Ihe  was 
feized  with  a  fiiivering  and  vomiting,  and 
had  fainted.  We  found  her  in  a  fwoon, 
and  held  fpirits  to  her  nofe  :  but  fhe  could 
not  fwallow,  and  died  in  about  half  an 
hour  after  delivery. 

Quere,  What  was  the  caufe  of  her 
death  P  Was  it  owing  to  the  lypothymia, 
occafioned  by  pain  or  lofs  of  blood,  which 
indeed  was  not  confiderable  ?  Or  might  it 
not  be  owing  to  a  rupture  of  the  internal 
orifice,  which  the  vomiting  feems  to  have 
indicated  ? 


The  ANSWER. 

* 

I  really  think  you  have  had  your  Ihare 
of  bad  and  unfuccefsful  cafes :  but,  in  all 
of  them,  efpecially  the  laft,  you  aCted  with 
prudence  in  fending  for  others  _of  the  pro- 
feffion. 

In  cafes  where  the  head  is  delivered,  and 
the  fhoulders  are  fo  large,  or  the  lower 
part  of  the  Uterus  is  fo  contracted,  that 
the  body  cannot  be  brought  away  by  pull¬ 
ing  with  moderate  force,  if  the  woman’s 
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pains  have  not  inti  rely  left  her,  or  file  is 
not  in  a  dying  condition  from  floodings, 
or  other  fymptoms,  the  bell  method  is  to 
wait  for  the  effeCt  of  the  labour-pains  : 
for  I  have  lately  been  concerned  in  a  cafe 
of  a  weak  woman,  where  the  body  of  a 
live  child  was  delivered  half  an  hour  after 
the  head  was  without  the  Os  Externum. 

Now,  as  your  patient  was  not  weak,  I 
think  you  might  have  waited  and  amufed 
her  with  medicines.  Or  if  fhe  had  turned 
weak,  and  nature  feemed  infufficient,  you 
might  have  pulhed  up  your  hand,  and  af¬ 
ter  having  ftretched  the  contracted  part, 
tried  to  deliver  the  child*:  if  this  method 
had  failed,  recourfe  might  have  been  had 
to  the  crotchet,  as  the  child  was  already 
dead.  This  being  fixed  upon  the  body,  would, 
by  dilating  the  ‘Thorax  or  Cojia ,  have  dirni- 
nilhed  the  bulk,  and  brought  down  one 
fhoulder  a  great  way  before  the  other. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  afcertain  the  caufe 
of  the  woman’s  death. 

I  have  been  concerned  in  feverai  cafes, 
where,  though  the  Os  Internum  was  tore, 
the  patient  has  recovered  without  vomiting 
or  any  other  bad  fymptoms ;  and  have 
known  other  women  die,  as  it  were,  in- 

1  ftantaneouflv 

*  A 
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ftantaneoufly  after  delivery,  though  I  al¬ 
ways  imputed  fuch  fudden  death  to  their 
being  exhaufted  by  long  labour,  the  hid¬ 
den  emptying  of  their  vetTels,  and  a  greater 
lofs  of  blood  than  their  conftitution  could 
bear. 


1 


COL- 
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COLLECTION  XXIL 

Of  children  fuppofed  to  be  dead-born ;  of 
the  head  fqueezed  into  different  forms  j 
of  the  Funis  not  fufficiently  tied,  broke 
fhort,  or  feparated  in  a  wrong  place. 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  I. 

.  Of  children  fuppofed  to  be  dead-born.- 

In  the  year  1747.  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  a  woman  in  labour  in  the  feventh 
month,  who  before  I  arrived,  had  flooded 
a  good  deal,  though  the  haemorrhage  was 
flopped. 

The  patient  was  foon  delivered  of  a 
child,  to  all  appearance  dead :  and,  after 
the  midwife  had  tried  the  common  me¬ 
thods  of  rubbing  the  temples  and  bread: 
with  brandy,  whipping  and  holding  onion, 
to  the  mouth  and  nofe,  it  was  laid  by  in 
a  clofet.  About  five  minutes  were  con- 
fumed  in  thefe  experiments,  and  in  twro  or 
three  minutes  more,  while  I  was  prefcrib- 
ing  fome  medicines  to  recruit  the  weak 
patient,  I  heard  a  kind  of  whimpering 
noife  in  the  clofet.  Not  knowing  where 
the  child  was  laid,  I  afked  if  there  was  a 

kitten. 
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kitten  confined  in  that  place.  The  nurfe 
immediately  ran  into  the  clofet,  and  brought 
out  the  child,  which  was  alive,  and  after¬ 
wards  reared,  though  with  great  difficulty. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1 749.  I  attended  a  woman 
in  labour,  and  the  navel-ftring  prefenting 
with  the  arm,  I  delivered  the  child  by  the 
feet.  From  the  pulfation  in  the  arteries  of 
the  Funis,  I  knew  it  was  alive ;  but  I 
found  great  difficulty  in  delivering  the 
head,  and  was  obliged  to  reft  feveral  times 
before  I  could  effetft  it ;  fo  that  the  pulfa¬ 
tion  ceafed,  and  the  child  feemed  to  be 
dead,  after  all  the  common  efforts  were 
vi fed  for  its  recovery. 

Neverthelefs,  I  inflated  the  lungs,  by 
blowing  into  the  mouth  through  a  female 
catheter,  and  the  child  gave  one  gafp,  up¬ 
on  which  I  repeated  the  inflation  at  le- 
veral  intervals,  until  the  child  began  to 
breathe,  and  it  actually  recovered. 


NUMB. 
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NUMB.  II.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  child’s  head  fqueezed  into  different 

forms. 

In  the  year  1750.  I  attended  a  woman 
who  had  before  been  fubjedt  to  lingering 
labours,  occalioned  by  the  fmall  fize  of  her 
Pelvis  at  this  time,  however,  the  delivery 
was  pretty  quick,  becaufe  the  child  was 
fmall,  and  the  bones  of  the  Cranium  eafily 
yielded  and  rode  one  another.  But  the 
head  being  fqueezed  to  a  great  length  from 
the  face  to  the  Vertex,  I  preffed  the  palms 
of  my  hands  again  ft  both  thefe  parts,  and 
with  great  eafe  brought  it  to  a  better  form. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  I  attend¬ 
ed  a  woman  who  had  a  large  and  well- 
fhaped  Pelvis ,  and  had  formerly  been  fa¬ 
voured  with  very  quick  labours :  but,  on 
this  oacafion,  the  child  being  large  and 
the  mother  weak,  the  delivery  was  tedious* 
and  though  the  child’s  head  was  compreff- 
ed  into  a  longitudinal  form,  I  eafily  reduc¬ 
ed  it  into  the  natural  fhape. 
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In  all  cafes  where  the  head  was  thus 
fqueezed,  I  have  been  able  to  alter  the 
form  by  a  gentle  prefiure  between  my 
hands  j  unlefs  it  had  been  com  prefled  for 
many  hours  by  being  retained  in  the  Pel¬ 
vis,  and  then  I  have  found  it  impoflible  to 
make  an  effectual  alteration. 

NUMB.  III.  CASE  I. 

Of  the  Funis  not  fufficiently  tied,  broke 

fhort,  or  feparated  in  a  wrong  place. 

In  the  year  1726,  I  delivered  a  woman 
whofe  cafe  was  preternatural.  Though 
the  navel- firing  was  thicker  than  ufual,  I 
thought  I  had  tied  it  fufficiently,  and  the 
child  being  laid  by  the  fire,  continued  in 
that  fituation  a  good  while  before  it  was 
d refled,  becaufe  the  attention  of  myfelf 
and  the  attendants  was  engrofl'ed  by  the 
mother,  who  was  extremely  weak  and 
low.  After  file  was  recovered  and  laid 

'  '  )  *  (  J  i  V  f  >  :  .!  4 

properly  in  bed,  I  wrent  towards  the  child, 
and  was  very  much  furprifed  to  fee  fo  much 
blood  loft,  and  to  obferve  it  ftill  flowing 
from  the  Funis.  I  no  fooner  difcover- 
ed  this,  than  I  made  another  ligature 
on  the  outbid e  of  the  former,  and,  pull¬ 
ing  it  very  tight,  the  difcharge  lefiened, 

though 

V 
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though  it  did  not  intirely  ceafe,  until  I 
had  made  a  third.  The  child,  which  Teem¬ 
ed  to  be  healthy  and  florid  when  firft  born, 
was  exhaufted  by  this  haemorrhage,  and 
continued  weak  and  pale  for  feveral  days, 
until  it  was  recovered  by  fucking  the  mother. 

Thick  navel-ftrings  require  very  firm 
ligatures,  and  a  good  portion  of  them 
ought  to  be  left  in  the  reparation. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1744.  having  delivered  a 
woman  whofe  cafe  was  laborious,  I  defin¬ 
ed  one  of  the  affiftants  to  hold  the  child 
before  the  Funis  was  cut  or  tied,  until  I 
fliould  move  the  woman  a  little  further 
into  the  bed,  that  fhe  might  not  run  the 
rifque  of  catching  cold. 

The  afliftant,  who  received  it  in  a  hurry 
and  trepidation,  pulled  away  fo  fudden  ly, 
as  to  break  the  Funis  fhort  from  the  belly, 
when  the  midwife  perceiving  the  child 
bleed  exceflively,  took  hold  of  the  part,  and 
prefled  it  firmly  between  her  fingers  and 
thumb. 

I  had  juft  room  enough  to  make  a  liga¬ 
ture,  and  was  obliged  to  take  a  flitch  with 
a  needle,  in  Order  to  fecure  it  from  flipping. 

C  c  2  CASE 


388  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1745.  after  having  delivered 
a  patient  of  a  i'mall  and  weakly  child,  I 
tied  and  cut  the  navel-firing,  and  put  the 
child  into  the  hands  of  a  woman,  who 
pretended  to  great  fkill  and  experience, 
and  had  come  thither  to  fuperintend  my 
conduCl.  I  no  fooner  laid  hold  on  the 
Funis,  than  feeling  the  ligature  upon  it,  I 
was  convinced  that  I  had  feparated  the 
rope  between  it  and  the  child’s  belly,  and 
not  a  little  diflurbed,  as  I  had  to  deal  with 
fuch  a  cenforious  matron.  However,  I  re¬ 
collected  myfelf  in  an  inflant,  and  deiired 
to  fee  the  child,  that  I  might  know  whe¬ 
ther  or  not  the  navel-firing  had  bled  fuffi- 
ciently,  for  by  fuch  a  difcharge  I  had  of¬ 
ten  prevented  convulfions  in  children.  I 
immediately  perceived  the  blood  fpringing 
out  from  the  arteries  with  great  force,  and 
before  I  could  make  a  proper  ligature,  the 
child  had  loft  three  or  four  ounces,  by 
which  evacuation  it  continued  feveral  days 
in  a  very  weak  condition.  Indeed,  when 
the  child  is  large,  and  the  head  has  long 
been  comprefled  in  the  Pelvis,  I  have  ima¬ 
gined,  that  by  tying  the  ligature  flightly 

at 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  389 

at  Rift,  lb  as  to  let  the  Funis  difcharge  two 
or  three  fpoonfuls,  convullions  have  been 
prevented  :  but  this  was  a  fmall  child  that 
paffed  eafily,  and  could  not  well  bear  Rich 
an  evacuation. 

Neverthelefs,  niy  miftake  turned  to  my 
advantage  with  the  knowing  lady,  who 
was  very  loud  in  my  praile,  for  having 
found  out  Rich  an  effectual  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  method  of  preventing  convulfions  in 
children. 


C  c  3 


C  O  L- 
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COLLECTION  XXIII. 

Of  cafes  in  which  the  Placenta  was 
with  difficulty  delivered. 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1725.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  labour  in  the  feventh  month,  who 
flooded  violently,  and  delivered  her  fafely 
of  the  child  :  but  as  the  Placenta  did  not 
follow',  I  introduced  my  hand,  and  felt 
fome  parts  of  it  hard  and  fchirrous,  which 
I  feparated  with  great  difficulty.  The 
flooding  which  had  flopped,  now  return¬ 
ed,  and  the  patient  in  a  little  time  fell  into 
fainting  fits,  and  expired. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1744.  I  was  called  to  deli¬ 
ver  the  Placenta  in  a  woman  who  had  mif- 
carried  in  the  fixth  month.  Finding  it 
a  cafe  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  de- 
fcribed  above,  I  refolved  to  ait  with  greater 
caution,  and  extracted  thofe  parts  only  that 
feparated  with  eafe,  leaving  1'uch  as  flrong- 
ly  adhered  to  come  away  of  themfelves. 

I  told  the  midwife  my  reafons  for  ail¬ 
ing  in  this  manner,  and  prognoflicated 
that  what  remained  would  be  expelled  in 

6  two 
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two  or  three  days,  and  pafs  for  common 
clots  or  coagula.  This  accordingly  hap¬ 
pened,  without  any  bad  confequences  to  the 
patient. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  about 
fe-ven  in  the  evening,  I,  at  the  defire  of  a 
phyfician,  vifited  a  poor  woman,  who  had 
been  delivered  at  eight  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  ;  but,  as  the  midwife  had  broke  the 
Funis  in  pulling,  the  Placenta  flill  remain¬ 
ed,  to  the  great  terror  of  the  patient  and 
her  friends.  Imagining  that  a  good  deal 
of  force  would  be  required  to  extract  it, 

I  ordered  the  woman  to  be  laid  fupine 
acrofs  the  bed,  with  her  breech  to  the  fide, 
and  her  legs  raifed  up  and  fupported  by  two 
affiftants.  Then  anointing  my  hand,  and 
introducing  it  into  the  Vagina ,  I  gradually 
dilated  the  Or  Internum ,  but  found  the 
lower  part  of  the  Uterus  fo  flrongly  con¬ 
tracted,  that  I,  at  firft,  defpaired  of  mak¬ 
ing  further  progrefs  ;  and  the  force  I  ex¬ 
erted  was  fo  great,  and  my  hand  went  up 
fo  high,  that  I  was  apprehenfive  of  tear¬ 
ing  the  Uterus  from  the  Vagina •  Feeling 
the  womb  roll  about,  under  the  relaxed 
parietes  of  the  Abdomen ,  I  prefied  one 

C  c  4  hand 
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hand  on  the  outfide,  to  keep  it  down  and 
prevent  its  motion,  while  I  proceeded 
iiowly,  pufhing  up  and  hr  etching  by  in¬ 
tervals,  with  my  fingers  in  the  form  of  a 
cone.  By  thefe  means,  I  gradually  dilated 
the  parts,  though  I  was  obliged  to  change 
hands  feveral  times,  becaufe  my  fingers 
were  cramped,  and  at  length,  with  great 
difficulty,  I  reached  the  Fundus ,  where  the 
Placenta  had  been  fo  ftrongly  confined. 
Having  gained  my  point  thus  far,  I  eafily 

feparated,  and  brought  it  gently  along. 

( 

CASE  IV. 

H 

In  the  year  1729.-  immediately  after  de¬ 
livery  in  a  laborious  cafe,  I  introduced 
my  hand  to  bring  down  the  Placenta^  and 
it  pafied  up,  as  I  imagined,  into  the 
lower  part  of  the  Uterus ;  pufhing  up  far¬ 
ther  along  the  navel-firing,  my  fingers 
fiipt  into  a  contracted  part,  and  the  Pla¬ 
centa  felt  as  if  it  had  been  contained  in  a 
leparate  cavity  from  the  Uterus.  As  I  pufhed 
up,  in  order  to  dilate  the  contracted  part,  it 
role  up  higher 'and  higher,  moving  from  fide 
to  fide,  under  the  relaxed  parietes  of  the 
Abdomen ,  until,  by  applying  my  other  hand 
on  the  outfide,  I  prefied  down  the  Fundus , 

and 

*  *  «. 
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and  kept  it  Ready.  Then  I  gradually  di¬ 
lated,  and  infmuating  my  hand  into  the 
part  where  the  Placenta  was  confined,  I 
felt  it  lying  loofe  and  detached  from  the 
Fundus, Teeming! y  retained  by  this  contrac¬ 
tion  only  ;  fo  that  it  was  eafily  extracted. 

From  this  and  feveral  other  cafes  of  the 
fame  kind,  I  was  difpofed  to  believe  Dr. 
Simpforis  theory  concerning  the  contraction 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  neck  of  the  Ute-r 
rus ,  until  I  found,  in  a  great  number  of 
inflances,  the  whole  lower  part  of  the 
Uterus  contracted  as  defcribed  in  the  third 

cafe. 

'  * 


CASE  V. 

In  the  year  1745.  I  found,  after  delivery, 
the  edge  of  the  Placenta  at  the  infide  of 
the  Os  Uteri ,  and  waited  home  time  to  fee 
if  it  would  come  away  of  itfelf  j  but  the 
midwife  informing  me  that  it  had  conti¬ 
nued  in  the  fame  fituation  for  a  confider- 
able  time  before  I  was  called,  and  that  file 
had  tried  the  common  methods  of  pulling 
at  the  Funis,  and  directing  the  patient  to 
bear  down,  I  introduced  my  right  hand 
into  the  Vagina,  as  the  woman  lay  on  her 

W  J 

left  fide,  and  pulhing  up  along  the  navel- 

ftring, 
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firing,  found  the  Placenta  adhering  to  the 
back-part  of  the  Uterus.  Then  grafpiag  it 
with  my  whole  liand,  I  attempted  to  fe- 
parate  by  fqueezing ;  this  expedient  fail¬ 
ing,  I  attempted  to  part  the  upper-edge 
with  my  fingers,  but  it  adhering  firmly 
at  that  part,  and  my  hand  being  much 
confined,  I  withdrew  it,  and  introduc¬ 
ed  the  left,  with  the  back  to  the  Sa¬ 
crum.  I  now  gradually  feparated  the 
lower  edge  of  the  Placenta  from  the  infe¬ 
rior  and  pofterior  part  of  the  Uterus ;  and 
finding  it  adhere  firmer  as  I  reached  far¬ 
ther  up,  I  preffed  my  fingers  with  greater 
force  againft  thefe  parts,  which  felt  cal¬ 
lous,  and  by  degrees  difengaged  them  from 
the  Uterus.  By  this  time,  imagining  I  had 
feparated  the  whole  Placenta,  I  attempted 
to  bring  it  along,  by  pulling  at  its  lower 
part  as  w’ell  as  at  the  Funis  ;  but  thefe 
efforts  proving  ineffectual, I  pufh’d  up  again, 
and  made  a  total  reparation,  after  which 
I  brought  it  away  in  a  very  ragged  condi¬ 
tion  :  but  the  woman  complained  of  a  good 
deal  of  pain,  loft  an  uncommon  quantity 
of  blood,  and  continued  weak  for  a  long 
time. 
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I  have  often  thought  that  this  hurry¬ 
ing  method  was  unnecelfary,  and  produc¬ 
tive  of  many  complaints  to  the  patient : 
for  in  many  cafes  that  have  fince  occ ur- 
ed  in  my  practice,  the  Placenta,  when  the 
edge  of  it  was  found  at  the  mouth  of  the 
womb,  has  conte  down  of  itfelf  at  leifure  •, 
the  woman  has  loft  lefs  blood,  and  reco¬ 
vered  better,  than  where  force  hath  been 

* 

ufed  to  extrafl  it  immediately. 

CASE  VI. 

In  the  year  1747.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  who  had  been  delivered  feveral  hours. 
The  midwife  told  me  fhe  had  at  firft 
tried  gentle  methods  to  bring  down  the 
Placenta ,  but  to  no  purpofe,  and  afterwards 
introducing  her  hand  along  the  navel-ftring, 
could  not  find  it. 

I  inflnuated  my  hand  as  fine  lay  on  her 
left-fide,  and  found  the  Placenta  contained, 
as  it  were,  in  a  diftindl  cavity  at  the  upper 
part,  and  left  fide  of  the  Uterus ;  but  as  the 
patient  moved  from  me,  and  could  not  be 
kept  fteady,  and  the  Uterus  rolled  about  as 
I  endeavoured  to  dilate  the  contracted 
parts,  I  put  her  in  the  pofition  defcribed 

in 
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in  the  third  cafe,  and  extradled  the  Pla-  ' 
centa  in  the  fame  manner. 

The  appearance  here  was  different  from 
any  I  had  formerly  felt ;  there  was  a  pretty 
large  fpace  for  the  hand  in  the  Uterus,  and 
the  Placenta  felt  as  if  it  had  been  contain¬ 
ed  in  a  feparate  cavity  on  one  fide,  the 
entry  of  which  would  at  firft  fcarce  admit 
two  or  three  of  my  fingers. 

I  underflood  from  the  midwife,  that  the 
membranes  had  broke  long  before  deli¬ 
very,  that  the  woman  was  very  big,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  water  had  been  dis¬ 
charged.  This  fudden  evacuation,  in  all 
probability,  was  the  caufe  of  the  womb’s 
contracting  itfelf  into  fuch  a  cavity  around 
the  Placenta . 

CASE  VII. 

In  the  fame  year,  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  labour,  and  finding  her  belly  pen¬ 
dulous,  I  ordered  her  ,to  be  laid  on  her 
back  with  her  fhoulders  low  and  her  breech 
raifed.  The  child’s  head  being  fmall,  fhe 
was  foon  delivered,  and  I  defired  the  mid¬ 
wife  to  let  the  Placenta  come  (lowly  away. 
Neverthelefs,  as  it  was  not  immediately  ex¬ 
pelled,  and  fhe  was  loth  to  lofe  the  credit 

of 
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of  the  operation,  flie  pulled  with  fuch  force 
as  broke  the  Funis  clofe  to  the  Placenta , 
and  afterwards  introduced  her  hand  to  fe- 
parate,  though  without  fuccefs.  I  was 
then  called  from  the  next  room  to  her  af- 
fiftance,  and  being  informed  of  the  acci¬ 
dent,  took  the  opportunity  of  the  patient’s 
being  ftill  in  the  proper  pofition,  to  in¬ 
troduce  my  right  hand  into  the  Uterus ,  to 
the  forepart  of  which  I  found  the  Placenta 
adhering :  but  it  was  fo  much  forwards, 
that  I  could  not  feparate,  while  fhe  re¬ 
mained  in  that  pofition;  I  therefore  turn¬ 
ed  her  on  her  left  fide,  fo  as  that  my  hand 
could  reach  farther  forward,  and  effected 
the  feparation. 

CASE  VIII. 

In  the  year  1750.  after  having  delivered 
a  woman  of  a  dead  child,  I  found  the 
Placenta  gradually  defcended  into  the  Va¬ 
gina-,  and  imagining  it  was  fully  difen- 
gaged  from  the  Uterus,  I  helped  it  along, 
by  pulling  gently  at  its  under  edge,  and 
at  the  navel-ftring.  However,  it  was  fo 
tender,  from  being  mortified,  that  fome 
part  of  it  was  left  behind ;  but  feeling  the 
Os  Uteri  clofely  contracted,  and  the  womb 

itfelf 
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itfelf  reduced  to  the  fize  of  a  fmall  child’s 
head,  I  thought  it  was  pity  to  give  the 
woman  frefh  pain  by  dilating  the  parts, 
and  the  fragments  were  difcharged  in  three 
days,  without  any  other  inconvenience  to 
the  woman  than  the  bad  colour  and  fmell 
of  the  Lochia,  which  gave  no  uneafmefs 
or  alarm,  becaufe  I  had  apprifed  the  nurfe 
of  what  would  happen. 

CASE  IX. 

In  the  year  1752.  I  delivered  the  wife 
of  a  gentleman  who  had  formerly  attend¬ 
ed  my  lectures.  The  Placenta  was  expell¬ 
ed  by  the  labour-pains,  fo  that  I  did  no¬ 
thing  but  help  it  through  the  Os  Externum; 
but  the  membranes  were  tore  all  round 
from  the  edge  of  it,  and  detained  in  the 

o 

Uterus ,  which  was  contracted  as  in  the  for¬ 
mer  cafe. 

The  gentleman  agreed  with  me  that  it 
was  more  prudent  to  let  them  come  away 
of  themfelves,  than  to  run  the  rifque  of 
hurting  and  inflaming  the  womb ;  and 
they  were  accordingly  difcharged  in  four 
or  five  days,  without  the  leafl  inconvenience 
to  the  patient.  Vide  Ruyfch,  Tom.  3. 
Dec,  2  p.  30. 


And 
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And  Mr.  Portal ,  Obferv.  XVI.  relating  to 
the  Os  Internum ,  tore  by  its  being  miftaken 
for  the  Placenta. 

CASE  X. 


Communicated  in  a  letter  from  Mr. - - 

dated  1746. 

About  nine  in  the  evening,  he  was  fent 
for  to  a  woman  who  had  been  delivered  of 
a  live  child  that  morning,  but  the  Placenta 
remained  j  and  he  found  her  in  ftrong  hy- 
fteric  or  convulfion  fits,  which  recurred  al- 
moft  without  intermifilon.  The  Placenta 
adhered  fo  firmly  to  the  Uterus,  that  with 
great  difficulty  he  fepa rated  part  of  it,  and 
what  came  away  was  brought  off  in  feve- 
ral  pieces  :  but  the  woman  died  in  a  few 
minutes  after  the  operation. 


Thefe  are  only  a  few  from  the  many 
cafes  of  this  kind,  in  which  I  have  been 
concerned. 

When  I  lived  in  the  country,  1  was  fel- 
dom  called  to  deliver  v/omen,  except  in  la¬ 
borious  and  preternatural  cafes,  and  then 
the  woman  was  generally  fo  weak  and 
fatigued,  that  I  was  afraid  of  waiting,  and 
therefore  extracted  the  Placenta  foon  after 
the  child  was  born  ;  but  if  the  patient  was 


not 
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not  in  danger,  I  commonly  left  that  office 
to  the  midwife,  whofe  method  was  to  pro-* 
ceed  with  patience  and  caution,  bringing 
it  away,  by  pulling  gently  at  the  Funis , 
directing  the  patient  to  force  down,  or  pro¬ 
voking  her  to  puke  by  tickling  her  throat 
with  a  feather. 

When  I  fettled  in  London ,  I  found  the 
practice,  in  this  particular,  quite  different ; 
the  women  were  always  in  a  fright  when 
the  Placenta  was  not  immediately  deliver¬ 
ed,  when  it  was  in  the  lead;  lacerated,  or 
when  any  part  of  it  and  the  membranes 
were  retained.  For  this  reafon,  male  prac¬ 
titioners  were  fo  often  called  ;  and  they, 
from  midaken  notions  adopted  from  for¬ 
mer  writers,  never  failed  to  blame  the  mid¬ 
wives  for  having  neglefted  fo  long  to  deli¬ 
ver  the  Placenta ,  obferving  that  if  they  had 
been  called  at  fil'd,  before  the  Uterus  was 
contra&ed,  they  could  have  eafily  prevent¬ 
ed  the  bad  confequences  which  were  likely 
to  enfue.  Such  infinuations  alarmed  the 
women,  and,  in  order  to  avoid  thefe  re¬ 
proaches  for  the  future,  the  midwives  did 
not  wait  as  formerly,  but  hurried  off  the 
Placenta  immediately  after  the  child.  But 
this  pra&ice  did  not  anfwer  their  aim : 
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for  if  the  Vincent  a  was  torn,  or  any  part 
of  it,  or  the  membranes  retained,  and  the 
patient  chanced  to  be  feized  with  a  fever, 
perhaps  from  a  different  caufe,  fo  as  not 
to  recover  in  the  ufual  way,  it  was  always 
imputed  to  the  retention  of  thefe  portions, 
and  the  midwife  blamed  accordingly. 

I  have  been  often  amazed  at  the  ridicu¬ 
lous  and  fupeiftitious  obfervations  of  prac¬ 
titioners,  with  regard  to  the  knots  upon 
the  Funis,  fchirrous  appearances,  and 
the  different  fhape  or  figure  of  the  Pla¬ 
centa,  which  was  often  kept  nine  days  in 
water,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  wo¬ 
man’s  recovery,  predicted  from  its  colour. 

I  at  firit  fwam  with  the  if  ream  of  ge¬ 
neral  practice,  till  finding,  by  repeated  ob~ 
fervation,  that  violence  ought  not  to  be 
done  to  nature,  which  (lowly  feparates 
and  fqueezes  down  the  Placenta  by  the 
gradual  contraction  of  the  Uterus ;  and 
having  occafion  to  perceive,  in  feveral  in- 
ftances,  that  the  womb  was  as  frrongly 
contracted  immediately  after  the  delivery 
of  the  child  as  I  have  found  it  feveral 
hours  after  delivery ;  I  refolved  to  change 
my  method,  and  aCt  with  lefs  precipita¬ 
tion,  in  extracting  the  Placenta.  What 

D  d  helped 
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helped  to  determine  me  upon  this  occa- 
fioiij  was  a  cafe  in  which  the  woman  was 
fo  weak,  that  I  durft  not  venture  to  fepa- 
rate,  though  I  waited  three  hours,  with¬ 
out  finding  the  Placenta  at  the  Os  Uteri ; 
never! helefs,  when  fhe  recovered  a  little,  a 
few  after-pains  came  on,  and  forced  it  down 
to  the  Vagina, 

Soon  after  this  occurrence,  in  confult- 
ing  Ruyfch  about  every  thing  he  had  writ 
concerning  women,  I  found  him  exclaim¬ 
ing  again  ft  the  premature  extraction  of  the 
Placenta.  His  authority  confirmed  the 
opinion  I  had  already  adopted,  and  in¬ 
duced  me  to  choofe  a  more  natural  way  of 
proceeding.  Either  before  or  after  I  have 
feparated  the  Funis,  and  given  away  the 
child,  I  introduce  my  finger  into  the  Vagina , 
to  feel  if  the  Placenta  is  at  the  Os  Uteri  ; 
and  if  this  be  the  cafe,  I  am  fere  it  will 
come  down  of  itfelf  at  any  rate.  I  wait 
forne  time,  and  commonly  in  ten,  fifteen 
or  twenty  minutes,  the  woman  begins  to 
be  feized  with  fome  after-pains,  which  gra¬ 
dually  feparate  and  force  it  along.  By  pull¬ 
ing  gently  at  the  Funis,  it  defeends  into  the 
Vagina ,  then  taking  hold  of  it,  I  bring  it 
through  the  Os  Externum .  But  if,  after 

having 
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having  waited  a  confiderable  time,  without 
feeling  any  part  of  the  Placenta ,  or  per¬ 
ceiving  any  natural  efforts  for  its  expulfion, 
I  provoke  the  woman  to  reach,  and  if  this 
expedient  is  not  attended  with  fuccefs,  I  in- 
finuate  my  hand  gently,  and  deliver  the 
cake,  obferving  always  a  medium  between 
the  two  extremes  of  practice,  namely, 
that  of  delivering  too  foon,  and  that  of 
waiting  too  long  for  its  expulfion.  But 
it  muft  be  obferved,  that  in  laborious  or 
preternatural  cafes,  when  the  woman  is  in 
danger,  1  commonly  a  flirt  fooner. 


D  d  2 


9 


COL- 


4o4  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY, 

t'C 

COLLECTION  XXIV. 

Of  laborious  cafes,  when  the  Vertex  pre¬ 
heats,  and  the  child’s  head  is  low  in  the 
Pelvis,  and  delivered  with  the  Fillet. 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1730.  I  was  in  the  morning 
called  to  a  woman  in  her  firffc  pregnancy, 
who  had  been  long  in  labour,  and  very 
much  fatigued  by  the  offieioufnefs  of  the 
midwife.  I  found  the  child’s  head  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  where,  as  the 
midwife  told  me,  it  had  remained  from 
eight  o’clock  of  the  preceding  night,  tho’ 
hie  had  tried  all  the  different  pofitions  j 
and  I  underftood  that  the  waters  had  been 
draining  off  for  twenty  four  hours. 

Having  loft  feme  children  in  cafes  of  the 
fame  nature,  by  turning,  and  others  by 
being  obliged  to  deliver  with  the  crotchet, 
after  having  tried  Mauriceau  s  fillet  with¬ 
out  fuccefs,  I  refolved  to  form  a  fillet  into 
a  noofe,  and  endeavour  to  fix  it  round  the 
upper-part  of  the  head  with  my  fingers* 
hoping  that  I  fhould  fucceed  in  this  cafe, 
becaule  I  found  the  head  was  fmall,  by 
moving  my  fingers  eafily  round  it.  Yet, 

before 
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before  I  would  attempt  this  method,  I  pre- 
fcribed  ten  drops  of  liquid  laudanum,  by 
which  flie  procured  fome  deep.  Her 
ftrength  being  recruited,  the  pains  return¬ 
ed,  though  weakly,  and  the  head  was 
forced  down  a  little  by  each,  though  it  af¬ 
terwards  recoiled  to  its  former  fituation  : 
a  circumftance,  which  I  at  firft  imputed 
to  circumvolutions  of  the  Funis ,  or  the 
contraction  of  the  Os  Uteri  round  the  neck 
of  the  child.  The  Os  Externum  having 
been  diffidently  opened  by  the  midwife, 
I  tried  to  Aide  up  the  noofe  mounted  on 
my  fingers,  along  the  fide  of  the  head,  and 
after  many  unfuccefsful  efforts  at  length 
fixed  it  :  then  I  pulled  gently  with  one 
hand  during  every  pain,  while  1  prelTed 
with  the  fingers  of  the  other,  at  the  op- 
polite  fide ;  and  thus  pulling  and  moving 
from  fide  to  fide,  I  made  fhift  to  deliver, 
though  not  without  haying  ufed  a  good 
deal  of  force;  and  the  hairy  fcalp  was 
pretty  much  galled,  but  not  fo  as  to  en¬ 
danger  the  life  of  the  child. 

When  I  introduced  the  noofe,  I  was 
certified  that  the  difficulty  did  not  proceed 
from  the  contraction  of  the  Os  Uteri  round 

1 

the  neck,  by  feeling  the  Os  Tinea  at  the 
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middle  of  the  head  ;  and  when  the  child 
was  delivered,  the  Funis  was  not  circurn- 
voluted,  round  the  neck,  fo  that  I  could 
not  find  out  the  caufe  that  retarded  the 
labour  :  I  continued  feveral  years  in  this 
uncertainty,  until  I  difcovered  that,  in  many 
cafes ,  this  obftruftion  proceeds  from  the 
contraction  of  the  lower  part  of  the  Uterus 
before  the  fhoulders,  or  from  the  reten¬ 
tion  of  thefe  upon  the  Pubis. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1733.  I  was  concerned  in  a 
cafe  of  the  fame  nature,  and  found  the 
woman  much  weakened  by  frequent  dif- 
charges  of  blood.  I  delivered  her,  in  the 
manner  defcribed  in  the  former  cafe,  of  a 
child  that  had  been  dead  for  fome  days  ; 
though  I  was  obliged  to  exert  greater  force, 
becaufe  the  head  was  larger,  by  which 
means  the  fcalp  was  more  galled,  and  part 
of  it  torn  from  tire  Cranium. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1737.  I  tried  to  ufe  the 
fillet  upon  a  child  which  was  higher  in  the 
Pelvis,  but  could  not  fix  it  until  I  pufiied 
the  head  above  the  brim  ;  then  my  hand 

having 
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having  more  room,  I  accomplifhed  my  aim, 
and  fucceeded  better  in  this  than  in  the 
former  inftance,  for  the  hairy  fcalp  was 
not  fo  much  galled,  becaufe  the  woman 
had  ftronger  pains  to  affift  the  expulfion. 

I  tried  the  fillet  in  feveral  other  cafes, 
without  fuccefs,  and  was  obliged  to  deli- 
ver  with  the  crotchet,  becaufe  the  children 
were  large.  In  the  three  cafes  I  have  re¬ 
lated,  the  head  being  fin  all,  I  attempted 
to  turn  and  bring  the  child  by  the  feet ; 
but  was  prevented  by  the  ftrong  contrac¬ 
tion  of  the  Uterus  3  and  I  am  now  certain, 
that  had  I  then  known  how  to  ufe  the 
forceps,  I  could  have  delivered  with  great 
eafe,  not  only  in  thefe  but  in  feveral  other 
cafes  where  I  failed  with  the  fillet. 

*  f  v  - 
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COLLECTION  XXV. 

Of  laborious  cafes,  when  the  head  of  tb,e 
child  is  low  in  the  Pelvis,  and  deliver¬ 
ed  with  the  forceps. 

VideVol. I.  Lib.  III.  Chao.  II.  Seft.  4.  No.  i.Tab. 

XVII,  XVIII,  and  XIX. 

N  U  M  B.  I.  CASE  I. 

From  weaknefs  and  anxiety  of  mind. 

In  April  1747.  being  called  in  the  even¬ 
ing  to  one  of  the  poor  women  who  ad¬ 
mitted  my  pupils,  I  found  her  in  labour 
of  her  third  or  fourth  child,  and  reduced 
to  extreme  weaknefs  by  long  fading,  as 
die  had  not  been  able  to  go  abroad  for  fe- 
veral  days  to  beg  in  the  ftreets,  I  imme¬ 
diately  fupplied  her  with  lb  me  caw  die, 
bread  and  broth:  but  her  flomach  was  fo 
weak,  that  it  could  retain  but  very  little  ; 
for  though  I  defu  ed  die  diould  take  it  at 
firfc  by  cupfuls,  die  was  fo  greedy  of  nou- 
rifhment  that  die  fwallowed  too  much  at 
once.  However,  die  was  afterwards  re- 
drained  from  doing  herfelf  an  injury,  and 
her  ftomach  kept  enough  to  recruit  her 
drength,  in  fome  meafure.  I  found  the 
Os  Uteri  largely  open,  the  membranes 
broke,  and  the  head,  at  the  upper  part  of 

the 
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tlie  Pelvis.  I  left  one  of  the  deleft  pupils 
to  manage  the  labour,  advifmg  him  to 
perhft  in  giving  her  nourifhment,  at  pro¬ 
per  times  and  in  fmall  quantity,  and  to 
let  her  lie  moftly  in  bed,  that  file  might 
enjoy  fome  ileep  and  refrelhment. 

Indeed,  when  we  firft  arrived,  all  of  us 
were  of  opinion  that  fhe  would  expire; 
but  in  two  hours  I  found  her  pulfe  raifed, 
and  her  ftrength  recruited,  though  fhe  was 
ftill  weak,  and  her  pains  feldom  recurred. 
Thus  fhe  continued  all  night,  fleeping  be¬ 
tween  the  pains  ;  and  when  I  called  in  the 
morning,  I  found  the  child’s  head  advanc¬ 
ed  lower  in  the  Pelvis.  I  could  then  di- 
ftinguilh,  with  my  linger,  the  ear  at  the 
Pubis ;  and  by  the  fore-part  of  it,  I  d Hoo¬ 
vered,  that  the  forehead  was  to  the  left— 
fide  of  the 'brim  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  the 
Occiput  down  at  the  lower  part  of  the  right 
Ifchium.  I  like  wife  perceived  that  the  head 
was  not  large,  becaufe  I  could  eafily  intro¬ 
duce  my  finger  all  round  the  lower  part 
of  it :  and  I  felt  the  Lambdoidal  Suture 
eroding  the  end  of  the  Sagittal  on  the 
right,  and  the  Fontanelle  higher  up  on  the 
left  fide. 

T  :r  !  '•<  ‘  ’  ■  > 
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I  left  her  again,  after  having  defired  the 
pupil  to  proceed  in  the  fame  cautious  man¬ 
ner,  hoping,  that  as  the  patient  was  much 
recruited,  the  pains  would  grow  flronger, 
and  deliver  the  child. 

Being  called  in  the  evening,  and  under- 
fcanding  that  the  pains  were  Rill  weak, 
and  the  goffips  uneafy,  I  examined  in 
time  of  a  pain,  and  found  the  head  was 
lower,  with  the  left  ear  turned  to  the  left 
groin  of  the  mother,  the  Vertex  pu filed 
out  the  Perinceum  and  parts  adjacent,  in 
form  of  a  tumor,  and  nothing  retarded 
delivery,  but  the  weaknefs  of  the  pains. 

I  waited  an  hour  longer,  encouraging 
the  woman  and  her  friends  to  exert  their 
patience ;  but  finding  that,  after  fhe  had 
undergone  feveral  pains,  the  head  did  not 
advance,  and  that  I  could  eafily  affifl  the 
labour,  I  placed  her  in  the  pofition  chofen 
for  lithotomy,  and  gently  dilated  the  Os  Ex¬ 
ternum  with  my  fingers  during  every  pain. 
When  one  was  going  off,  I  flipped  up  the 
Angers  of  my  right  hand  to  the  Os  Uteri, 
on  the  left  fide  of  the  Vagina,  introduced 
one  blade  of  the  forceps  between  them  and 
the  head,  turned  the  blade  up  towards  the 
woman’s  groin,  over  the  child’s  ear,  hold¬ 
ing 
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ing  it  in  an  imaginary  line  with  the  Scro¬ 
ti  cuius  Cordis :  then  withdrawing  my  right 
hand,  with  which  I  took  hold  of  the  han¬ 
dle,  I  introduced  the  fingers  of  my  left, 
on  the  oppofite  fide,  but  more  backwards, 
to  the  fpace  betwixt  the  Sacrum  and  If  chi - 
um,  where  the  other  ear  was  fituated,  with¬ 
in  the  Os  Uteri ,  and  prefling  the  head 
again!!  the  blade  that  was  introduced,  fo 
as  to  keep  it  in  its  place,  I  with  my  right 
hand  infinuated  the  other  blade  in  the 
fame  manner  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Va¬ 
gina.  Having  fecured  and  locked  them 
together,  I  waited  for  a  pain,  and  then 
pulled  gently,  by  which  means  the  head 
advanced  flowly  and  gradually.  This  ope¬ 
ration  I  repeated  during  every  pain,  the 
Os  Externum  was  gradually  dilated,  the 
child’s  forehead  turned  into  the  lower  and 
back-part  of  the  Pelvis,  and  the  Vertex 
came  out  below  the  Os  Pubis.  By  this 
time  the  tumor  occafioned  by  the  diftenfion 
of  the  external  parts,  was  become  much 
larger,  the  Perinceum  was  extended  near 
three  inches,  the  fundament  ftretched  to 
two,  and  the  parts  between  this  and  the 
Coccyx  much  enlarged.  The  Occiput  com¬ 
ing  out  from  below  the  Os  Pubis,  fo  as 

that 


412  CASES  IN  MIDWIFERY; 

that  I  could  with  my  finger  feel  the  back 
part  of  the  child’s  neck,  I  flood  up,  turn¬ 
ed  up  the  handles  of  the  forceps,  and 
gently  moved  from  blade  to  blade,  while 
at  the  fame  time  I  prefled  the  flat  part  of 
my  hand  upon  the  Perinceum,  to  prevent 
its  being  lacerated.  Thus  I  continued 
pulling  upwards,  by  intervals,  until  the 
head  was  fafely  delivered  then  taking  off 
the  forceps,  the  body  was  eafily  extracted. 

While  I  was  employed  in  tying  the  Fu¬ 
nis,  fome  of  the  pupils  obferved,  thro’  the 
thin  covering,  that  the  woman’s  Jtbdomen 
was  frill  very  big,  and  on  examining  in 
the  Vagina ,  I  felt  the  membranes  and  wa¬ 
ters  of  another  child,  which  I  brought  by 
the  feet,  after  the  patient  had  taken  fome 
wine  and  water,  and  recovered  of  the  fa¬ 
tigue  of  the  firft  delivery,, 

I  ufed  the  forceps  in  this  cafe,  as  a  pair 
of  artificial  hands  to  afiift:  the  delivery,  be- . 
caufe  the  pains  were  too  weak  to  expel  the 
child. 

CASE  II. 

In  that  fame  year,  I  and  my  pupils  at¬ 
tended  another  woman,  in  labour  of  her 
firfc  child,  who  was  reduced  to  a  very 

weak, 


\ 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  413 

weak  and  low  condition,  by  a  tertian  ague 
and  extreme  poverty.  I  was  obliged  to 
afiift  with  the  forceps,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  in  the  foregoing  cafe,  but  the  head  was 
not  fo  loon  delivered,  becaufe  the  parts 
were  more  rigid.  One  of  my  female  pu¬ 
pils  fir  ft  obferved,  that  the  Abdomen  was 
very  large  after  delivery,  and  I  found  there 
was  a  lecond  child,  which  was  like  wife 
brought  by  the  feet. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1749.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  who  was  taken  in  labour  of  her  firft 
child,  and  reduced  to  a  very  low  ftate  by 
violent  floodings,  with  which  fhe  was 
feized  in  the  beginning  of  labour.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  midwife’s  report,  I  found  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  open  and  backwards, 
and  the  waters  were  not  yet  difcharged. 
As  the  patient  loft  blood  very  fail,  I  in¬ 
troduced  a  finger  into  the  Os  Internum ,  and 
brought  it  forwards  towards  the  Pubis ,  and 
this  irritation  produced  a  pain  which  pu fil¬ 
ed  down  the  waters  and  membranes :  thefe 
I  tried  to  break,  but  not  fucceeding,  I  with* 
two  fingers  pulled  forward  the  Os  Uteri  a 
fecond  time,  and  another  pain  enfuing,  I 

flipped 
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flipped  the  point  of  my  fcifiars  between 
them,  and  as  the  child’s  head  lay  at  a  dis¬ 
tance,  eafily  fnipt  the  membranes.  The 
waters  were  immediately  difcharged  in  great 
quantity,  and  as  the  head  came  lower  and 
locked  up  the  parts,  the  flooding  diminifh- 
ed,  and  in  a  little  time  intire! y  ceafed.  I 
then  directed  the  woman  to  take  a  little 
broth  frequently,  and  fome  wine  and  wa¬ 
ter,  or  cawdle,  until  the  broth  could  be 
made,  and  defined  the  attendants  to  give 
her  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  following  mix¬ 
ture  every  now  and  then,  as  a  cordial. 

R  Ay.  Ginamom.  Simp.  Jv.  TinEi.  Thebaic,  gut.  x. 

Syr.  e  Meconio  gij.  M. 

Her  pulfe  being  very  low,  the  pains 
ceafed  for  a  confiderable  time,  but  by 
degrees  fhe  recovered  from  the  extreme 
languor  occafioned  by  lofs  of  blood. 
As  the  difcharge  was  flopped,  I  exhorted 
the  women  to  wait  patiently  for  the  efforts 
of  nature,  and  ordered  the  midwife  to 
keep  her  quiet,  and  continue  to  adminifter 
the  broth  by  little  and  little,  as  her  flo- 
mach  could  bear  it,  until  the  lofs  of  blood 
fliould  in  fome  meafure  be  fupplied.  At 
the  fame  time,  as  fhe  was  inclined  to  doze, 
I  deftred  that  fhe  might  have  no  more  of 

8  the 
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the  cordial.  Thefe  directions  I  left  in  the 
evening ;  and  I  was  called  again  at  fix  next 
morning,  when  the  midwife  told  me  the 
pains  had  returned  foon  after  I  left  the  pa¬ 
tient,  but  were  fo  weak,  that  although 
the  child’s  head  was  come  low  down,  it 
could  not  be  delivered  without  afliftance* 
Upon  examination,  I  found  the  Vertex  at 
the  Os  Externum ,  and  the  back-part  of  the 
neck  at  the  Pubis.  The  patient,  though 
much  recruited,  being  ftill  weak  and  the 
pains  languid,  I  directed  the  midwife  to 
proceed  in  fupporting  her  with  the  broth, 
and  prefcrihed  a  cordial  mixture,  without 
any  opiate,  to  amufe  the  woman  and  her 
friends. 

I  received  another  call  at  twelve,  when 
I  found  things  in  the  fame  condition  ;  the 
pains  being  fo  feeble,  that  although  the 
Vertex  was  at  the  Os  Externum ,  they  had 
not  force  fufficient  to  propel  it  :  I  there¬ 
fore  began  to  dilate  the  Os  Externum  gra¬ 
dually  during  every  pain,  and  moving  her 
breech  to  the  fide  of  the  bed,  though  in 
confide;  avion  of  her  weaknefs,  I  let  her  lie 
on  her  left  fide.  I  introduced  the  blades  of 
the  forceps,  one  after  another,  at  each  fide, 
between  the  Sacrum  and  Ifchium ,  moving 

them 
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them  forwards  over  the  ears  of  the  child  ; 
and  although  I  could  not  reach  the  Os 
Uteri  with  my  fingers,  yet  they  palled  with¬ 
out  much  difficulty.  When  they  were 
exadtly  oppofite  to  each  other,  and  in  a 
line  with  the  Scrobi  cuius  Cordis ,  1  managed 
them  as  in  the  two  former  cafes,  and  deli¬ 
vered  the  head  flowly; 


CASE  IV. 

On  the  third  day  of  July  1750.  I  re¬ 
ceived  a  meiTage  from  a  midwife,  defiring 
me  to  prefcribe  home  medicines  to  quicken 
the  labour-pains  in  a  woman  whom  file 
attended.  As  I  was  then  engaged,  and 
would  not  prefcribe  without  being  more 
fully  informed  of  the  patient’s  condition, 
I  fent  one  of  my  elder  pupils  to  receive  a 
more  perfect  account  from  the  midwife 
lierfelf  5  who  told  him,  that  the  poor  wo¬ 
man  had  been  three  days  in  labour,  but 
would  not  allow  him  to  examine,  though 
[he  earneltly  requeued  my  abidance. 

As  foon  as  I  was  difengaged,  I  accom¬ 
panied  him  to  the  place,  where  I  found  this 
loquacious  midwife  extremely  ignorant, 
without  the  lead  tindture  of  knowledge  in 
lier  profeffion.  When  called  to  the  patient, 

whofe 
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whofe  pains  were  juft  beginning  in  this 
her  fii  ft  labour,  fhe  had  walked  her  about 
and  fatigued  her  fo  much,  that  fhe  was 
quite  exhaufted,  and  the  pains  had  intire- 
ly  ceafed.  She  faid,  fhe  had  done, all  that 
lay  in  her  power  to  make  room  for  the 
child,  and  that  her  lingers  were  fwelled 
and  painful  with  ftretching  the  birth ;  but 
fhe  could  not  inform  me  how  long  the 
waters  had  been  difcharged.  Finding,  up¬ 
on  examination,  the  head  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  the  hairy  fcalp  of 
the  child,  as  well  as  the  Os  Externum  of 
the  mother,  very  much  fwelled,  I  ordered 
her  to  be  put  to  bed,  prefcribed  an  ano¬ 
dyne  mixture  of  Aq.  Fontan.  gv.  Fiticl. 
’Thebai c.  gut.  xx.  fweetned  with  fugar,  di¬ 
rected  her  to  take  two  fpoonfuls  every  half 
hour,  in  order  to  procure  deep,  and  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  Os  Externum  a  large  poultice 
of  loaf-bread  and  milk,  with  hogs-lard. 
Thefe  fteps  were  taken  in  the  evening,  and 
I  was  again  called  at  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  when  I  went,  attended  by  my 
pupils,  who  were  permitted  to  be  prefent. 
The  woman  had  enjoyed  tolerable  reft,  and 
the  poultice  being  removed  and  the  parts 
waffled,  we  perceived  the  dwelling  was 

E  e  much 
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much  abated.  We  therefore,  waited  feveral 
hours  in  expe&ation  that  the  pains  would 
increafe,  fo  as  to  dilate  the  Os  Externum 
fbwly,  and  effect  the  delivery.  In  this 
hope,  however,  we  were  difappointed : 
then  I  refolved  to  a  (Tift  with  the  forceps, 
as  the  head  was  fo  low  down ;  though  it 
was  fo  fwelled,  that  I  could  not  diftinguifh 
its  pofition :  for  I  could  feel  neither  fu¬ 
ture,  ear  or  back-part  of  the  neck.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  I  concluded,  that  as  it  was  fo 
low  down,  the  ears  would  be  to  the  fides 
of  the  Pelvis ,  efpecially  as  the  foft  parts 
below  were  protruded  by  the  head,  yet  not 
fo  much  as  to  allow  me  to  reach  to  the  fore¬ 
head,  if  backward,  by  introducing  a  fin¬ 
ger  in  the  ReSlum.  However,  I  thought 
it  highly  probable,  that  the  forehead  was 
backward  towards  the  Sacrum ,  rather  than 
forward  to  the  Pubis ;  and  in  this  perfua- 
fion,  I  directed  the  woman  to  be  laid  on 
her  back  acrofs  the  bed,  with  her  breech 
a  little  over  the  fide,  her  head  being  fup- 
ported  by  the  bolfter  and  pillows,  and  two 
affiffants  holding  afunder  and  fupporting 
her  legs.  Then  I  introduced  a  blade  of 
the  forceps,  on  each  fide  of  the  head,  and 
gradually  aflifting  as  in  the  foregoing  cafes, 

■  delivered 
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(delivered  the  woman  without  lacerating  her 
parts,  or  even  marking  the  child’s  head. 

CASE  V. 

Communicated  in  a  letter  by  Mr.  Pudde- 
comb ,  at  Lyn  Regis ,  1743. 

He  was  called  to  a  woman  who  had 

« 

been  two  days  and  nights  in  labour,  and 
very  much  fatigued.  The  pains  had  left 
her,  and  though  the  head  prefented  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  he  delivered  her 
lafely  of  a  live  child,  whofe  head  retained 
lid  imprefiion  or  mark  of  the  forceps. 

CASE  VI. 

Communicated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jor-  ' 
•  dan,  dated  Folkjlone ,  17511 

The  woman  had  been  for  a  confiderable 
time  in  ftrong  labour,  fo  that  her  face  was 
excefiively  fwelled,  her  eyes  ready  to  ftart 
from  her  head,  and  the  was  hardly  able 
tofpeak.  The  Labia  were  very  much  tu- 
mified,  the  Vertex  prefented,  the  head  was 
low  in  the  Pelvis  and  lay  diagonal,  the 
forehead  being  to  the  fide  of  the  Sacrum, 
and  the  Occiput  at  the  mother’s  groin  on 
the  oppofite  fide,  in  which  fituation  it  had 
continued  for  the  fpace  of  five  hours. 

E  e  2 
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After  having  placed  her  in  a  fupine  pof- 
ture,  he  introduced  the  forceps,  and  deli¬ 
vered  her  of  a  dead  child.  As  fhe  labour- 

♦  >  ’  v.  v 

ed  under  a  Dyfuria,  from  the  tumefa&ion 
of  the  parts,  cataplafms  were  applied,  and 
in  a  few  days  carried  off  that  complaint. 

He  likewife  wrote  that  he  had  in  the 
fame  manner  delivered  a  young  woman  of 
a  live  child. 

•t 

CASE  VII. 

W  I  «  * 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Brookes,  in  a  letter 
dated  North  Walfham ,  1749. 

The  woman  had  been  long  In  labour, 
and  the  waters  were  difcharged.  The 
child’s  head  was  low  in  the  Pelvis ,  the 
forehead  being  towards  the  left  Ifchium , 
but  fo  flrong! y  compreffed  that  he  could 
not  raife  it.  He  was  therefore  obliged  to 
introduce  the  forceps  diagonal-wife,  fo  that 
one  blade  was  at  the  fore-part  of  the  ear, 
and  the  other  at  the  back-part  of  the  other 
ear.  After  having  turned  the  forehead, 
backwards,  into  the  hollow  of  the  Sacrum, 
he  delivered  the  woman ;  and  the  midwife, 
and  all  prefent,  were  agreeably  furprized 
when  they  heard  the  child  cry,  as  they 

took 
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took  it  for  granted  its  life  could  not  be 
faved. 

Mr.  Brookes  fays  he  did  not  ufe  this  me¬ 
thod  until  after  he  had  waited  two  hours, 
to  fee  if,  by  dilating  the  parts,  the  child, 
which  was  the  woman’s  firft,  could  not  be 
delivered  by  the  labour-pains. 

N  U  M  B.  II.  CASE  I. 

From  anxiety  of  mind. 

In  Nov.  1745.  being  called  to  a  patient, 
the  midwife  told  me  that  the  labour  had 
gone  on  as  well  as  file  could  delire,  until 
an  officious  woman  came  in,  and  in  her 
hearing,  faid,  there  was  a  fire  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  She  was  fo  much  alarmed  and 
affedted  at  this  report,  that  Ihe  was  imme¬ 
diately  feized  with  faintings  and  fhiverings, 
and  her  pains  in  a  manner  ccafed. 

Upon  examination,  I  found  the  head 
low  in  the  Pelvis,  the  back-part  of  the 
neck  being  at  the  upper  part  of  the  Pubis ; 
from  whence  I  concluded,  that  the  fore¬ 
head  was  turned  to  the  concavity  of  the 
Sacrum,  and  that  the  ears  were  at  the  hides 
of  the  Pelvis,  all  the  back  and  lower  part 
of  which  was  filled  up  with  the  parietal 
bones. 

E  e  3  The 
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The  patient  being  of  a  weak  and  lax 
habit,  her  pulfe  low,  and  her  fpirits  de¬ 
pleted,  I  prefcribed  the  following  julap. 

R  Aq.  Cinamom.fimp.  §v.  Cinamom.  fpirit. 

T rnEl.  Cnftor.  Sp.  C.  C.  a  gut.  xxx.  ConfeEt. 

Cardiac.  38.  Syr.  Croci.  M. 

Of  this  fhe  took  two  fpoonfuls  frequent¬ 
ly,  by  which  her  flrength  was  a  little  re¬ 
cruited,  but  her  pains  continued  weak  and 
feldom  recurred,  and  I  plainly  perceived, 
that  the  labour  was  retarded  by  nothing 
but  the  want  of  ftronger  efforts ;  for  I 
knew  the  child  was  fmall,  becaufe  I  paffed 
my  fingers  all  round  the  head,  which  was 
not  retracted  after  a  pain. 

I  had  placed  her  in  a  pofition  betwixt 
fitting  and  lying  at  the  bed’s  foot,  one 
woman  being  behind  to  hold  up  her  head 
and  fhoulders,  and  two  others  on  each 
fide  to  fupport  her  legs,  in  hope  that  the 
weight  of  the  child  might  aflift  the  deli¬ 
very.  But  finding,  that  although  the  head 
was  fo  low,  it  did  not  advance,  and  hav- 
ing  waited  to  no  purpofe  for  the  effedt  of 
a  great  many  fucceflive  pains,  which  I 
encouraged  and  endeavoured  to  increafe 
by  ftretching  every  now  and  then  the  Os 
Ext?rnu?n  with  one  or  two  fingers,  I  thought 
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it  would  be  the  fafeft  method,  both  for  the 
mother  and  child,  to  a  (lift  as  in  the  former 
cafes  of  this  collection. 

Although  a  fupine  pofition  would  have 
better  favoured  the  introduction  of  the 
forceps,  yet,  as  the  patient  was  weak 
and  the  weather  cold,  I  kept  her  on 
her  left  fide,  her  breech  being  moved 
to  the  bed-fide,  and  her  knees  up  towards 
the  Abdomen ,  with  a  pillow  between  to  keep 
them  afunder. 

Then  inlinuating  two  fingers  of  my  right 
hand  between  the  Sacrum  and  left  Ifchium , 
to  the  infide  of  the  Os  Uteri ,  I  with  the 
other,  introduced  one  of  the  blades,  turn¬ 
ing  it  forwards  to  the  left  ear  of  the  child. 
Now  withdrawing  my  right-hand,  with 
which  I  held  this  blade,  until  I  pufhed  up 
the  fingers  of  the  left-hand  at  the  other 
fide,  between  the  Sacrum  and  right  Ifchium , 
to  the  Os  Internum ,  I  introduced  the  other 
blade,  moving  it  forwards  over  the  right 
ear,  and  taking  care,  as  I  went  up,  to  turn 
the' handles  of  the  forceps  more  and  more 
backwards.  Finding  the  blades  exaCtly 
oppofite  to  each  other,  I  locked  them,  and 
began  to  pull  gently  from  blade  to  blade 
during  every  pain.  As  the  head  advanced 

E  e  4  and 
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and  dilated  the  Os  Externum ,  I,  with  my 
right  hand,  turned  the  handles  of  the  for¬ 
ceps  more  and  more  towards  the  Os  Pubis, 
at  the  fame  time  preffing  the  palm  of  my 
left-hand  upon  the  Perinaurn,  which  was 
now  pretty  much  diftended.  In  a  few 
pains  the  head  was  delivered,  by  moving 
the  handles  with  an  half-round  turn  to¬ 
wards  the  Abdomen  and  between  the  thighs, 
while,  with  the  other  hand,  I  flipped  back 
the  Perinceum  over  the  forehead  and  face 
of  the  child.  Then  taking  off  the  forceps, 
the  body  was  delivered,  and  the  Placenta 
coming  down,  was  loon  extracted. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1746.  my  attendance  was 
befpoke  to  a  woman  who  loft  her  hulband 
during  her  pregnancy :  fhe  was  naturally 
of  a  weak  and  delicate  habit  of  body,  but 
her  weaknefs  was  fo  much  increafed  by  the 
grief  produced  from  this  misfortune,  that 
ihe  looked  like  one  ftarved  by  want  of 
fleep,  appetite  and  digeftion.  V/hen  la¬ 
bour  came  on,  I  was  afraid  fhe  would  have 

V  ;  i  ■ 

funk  under  it  ;  for  Ihe  fainted  feverai 
times,  and  threw  up  every  liquid  or  cor¬ 
dial  that  was  given  to  fupport  her. 


'v...  •' 
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1  kept  her  conftantly  in  bed,  and  as  it 
was  her  fir  ft  child,  the  Os  Uteri  was  very 
flowly  opened  by  the  waters  and  mem¬ 
branes,  which  luckily  did  not  break,  un¬ 
til.  this  part  and  the  Vagina  were  fully  di¬ 
lated.  As  for  the  Os  Externum,  which 
I  feared  would  not  fo  eafily  yield,  it  was 
lubricated  with  pomatum,  and  I  every 
now  and  then  gradually  ftretched  it  with 
my  fingers,  during  a  pain.  When  the 
membranes  broke,  a  large  quantity  of  wa¬ 
ters  were  difcharged,  the  child’s  head  be¬ 
ing  fmall,  foon  came  down  to  the  Os  Ex¬ 
ternum,  the  pains  inti  rely  ceafed,  fhe  could 
now  keep  fome  broth  on  her  ftomach,  lay 
a  long  time  quiet  and  eafy,  and  enjoyed 
fome  deep,  by  which  fhe  was  very  much 

refreflied. 

* 

In  about  two  hours  after  the  waters 
ceafed  to  flow,  fhe  was  taken  with  fome 

l  * 

flight  pains,  by  which  the  head  was  pro¬ 
pelled  in  a  flow  manner,  and  pu filed  the 
external  parts  a  little  outward,  though  it 
had  not  force  fufficient  to  dilate  the  Os 
Externum  for  delivery. 

After  having  waited  in  vain  a  con  fide  r- 
able  time,  in  hope  that  the  pains  would 
.at  Jaft  effect  this  dilatation,  and  the  pa- 

it,  .  ~  -  ,  .  ,  -  »  -  J  *  *  (  * 

tient’s 
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tient’s  ftrength  beginning  to  fail  again,  I 
applied  the  forceps,  and  delivered  her 
pretty  much  in  the  manner  defcribed  in  the 
foregoing  cafe. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  courfe  of  that  fame  year,  I  was 
called  to  a  woman  by  fome  of  her  neigh¬ 
bours,  who  told  me,  it  was  not  known 
that  fhe  was  with  child  until  fhe  was  in 
labour,  when  her  mother  had  beaten,  ab- 
ufed  and  exafperated  her  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  fhe  had  become  frantic,  and,  in  her 
turn,  threlhed  the  mother,  jnidwife  and 
all  prefent,  who  had  at  length  locked  her 
in  a  room  by  herfelf :  they  therefore,  beg- 
ed  I  would  vifit  her,  and  bring  my  pupils 
along  with  me. 

We  found  her  lying  in  bed,  fo  fullen, 
that  fhe  would  not  fpeak  when  the  wo¬ 
men  tolcl  her,  they  had  brought  feveral 
dotdors  to  keep  her  in  order.  I  examined 
as  fhe  lay,  and  feeling  the  child’s  head  low 
in  the  Pelvis,  waited  a  long  time  for  a 
pain,  but  to  no  purpofe ;  fhe  feemed  to  be 
afraid  and  lay  very  quiet-  Her  breech  be¬ 
ing  moved  towards  the  bedfide,  fome  of 
the  gentlemen  kept  her  in  that  pofition, 

until 
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until  I  introduced  the  blades  of  the  for¬ 
ceps,  as  in  the  two  laft  cafes,  with  this 
difference,  the  forehead  was  backwards, 
though  towards  the  right  fide,  that  is,  to 
the  membranous  part  that  fills  up  the 
empty  fpace  between  the  Sacrum  and  If- 
chium. 

She  lay  quite  calm  and  refigned,  while 
I  introduced  and  placed  the  blades  oppo- 
fite  to  each  other,  and  locked  the  handles 
firmly  with  a  fillet,  to  prevent  their  flip- 
ing  off  the  head,  in  cafe  flie  fhould  prove 
refractory :  then,  fhe  having  no  pains,  I 
pulled  the  head  lower  and  lower,  until  the 
Perinceum  and  fundament  began  to  diftend, 
when  I  turned  the  forehead  more  back¬ 
wards  into  the  concavity  of  the  Sacrum 
and  Coccyx.  I  afterwards  pulled  at  inter¬ 
vals,  and,  as  the  head  advanced  and  Os 

Externum  ftretched,  I  turned  the  handle  of 

<• 

the  forceps  more  and  more  towards  the 
Pubis ,  and  delivered  the  head  and  body  of 
the  child  as  in  the  two  former  cafes. 

1 

I  have  often  been  called,  with  my  pupils, 
to  the  affiftance  of  poor  women,  who 
were  reduced  to  a  fick  and  weakly  condi¬ 
tion  by  poverty,  and  the  want  of  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life,  as  well  as  by  being  fa¬ 
tigued 
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tigued  by  midwives,  who,  to  ufe  the  com¬ 
mon  phrafe,  had  put  them  too  foon  upon 
labour.  Many  of  thefe  women  have,  by 
means  of  reft  and  nourifhing  things,  reco¬ 
vered  ftrength,  and  been  delivered  by  the 
labour-pains ;  though  fometimes,  when  the 
child’s  head  was  low  down,  and  the  pains 
fo  weak  as  to  prove  ineffe&ual,  I  have, 
as  in  the  above  cafes,  ufed  the  forceps, 
without  doing  any  violence  to  mother  or 
child. 

CASE  IV. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Ayre,  in  a  letter 
dated  Bojlon  in  Lincolnjkire ,  1748. 

While  he  attended  my  lectures  in  the 
year  1 746,  he  was  called  to  a  woman,  who, 
the  day  before,  had  complained  of  an  head- 
ach,  to  which  fhe  had  been  fometimes  fub- 
ject ;  early  in  the  morning  file  was  feized 
with  convulfions,  and  lay  infenfible  between 
the  fits. 

He  found  the  Os  Uteri  open  to  the 
breadth  of  a  crown,  and  very  thin ;  under- 
ftood  the  membranes  were  broke  ;  and  the 

i 

convulfions  acted  as  labour-pains.  A  fmaH 
flooding  beginning,  he  tried  to  affift  by 
ftretching  the  parts,  which  yielded  with 

fome 
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fome  difficulty,  and  the  head  being  advanc¬ 
ed,  he  delivered  the  child  with  the  forceps, 
which  had  made  a  fmall  impreffion,  tho’ 
without  excoriation. 

.  1  ■  " 

The  woman  continued  infenfible  for 

r  f  ,  '  -  v  >  .  . 

three  days,  but  had  no  fits  after  delivery, 
except  a  few  that  were  flight  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  and  the  at  length  recovered.  The 
child  too,  which  was  weak  at  fir  ft,  did 
Well. 

?  '  i  ‘  1  i  i 

CASE  V. 

A  robuft  young  woman,  in  the  ninth 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  was,  without  any 
apparent  caufe,  hidden ly  feized  with  vio¬ 
lent  convulfions,  about  fix  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  after  having  complained  all  night 
of  an  head-ach  and  ficknefs  at  her  ftomach 

i  '  •  *■ '«  * 

with  vomiting,  which  however  ceafecl 
when  fhe  was  taken  with  the  convulfions. 
About  ten  o’clock,  I  found  her  violently 
convulfed,  and  the  Os  ‘Tincce  a  little  open¬ 
ed  :  as  flie  had  a  florid  complexion  and 
full  pulfe,  twelve  ounces  of  blood  were 
immediately  taken  from  her  arm,  a  ftimu- 
lating  glyfter  was  injefled,  and  a  cephalic 
julap  prefcribed  ;  but,  notwithftanding  *. 
thefe  remedies,  fhe  continued  convulfed 

and 
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\  *  "  •  v  ’  '  •  « 

and  quite  infenfible.  Being  called  again 
by  the  midwife  at  eight  o’clock,  I  found 
her  extremely  low,  her  pulfe  being  fcarce 
perceptible  ;  and,  upon  examination,  1 
perceived  the  child’s  head  was,  by  the 
violence  of  the  convulfions,  forced  low  down 
into  the  cavity  of  the  Pelvis ,  with  the  ear 
towards  the  Os  Pubis ,  and  the  forehead 
turned  to  the  Os  Ilium ,  on  the  left-fide* 

The  forceps  being  introduced,  in  the 
manner  defcribed  above,  the  woman  was 
readily  delivered,  and  the  Placenta ,  which 
firmly  adhered  to  the  Fundus  Uteri ,  was  af¬ 
terwards  brought  away.  She  feemed  eafier 
after  delivery,  but  her  pulfe  was  fo  low 
that  it  could  not  be  felt,  and  fhe  expired 
in  about  half  an  hour. 

From  all  thefe  circumftances,  it ,  plainly 
appears,  that  if  the  woman  had  been  fooner 
delivered,  fhe  might  have  recovered  as  well 
as  the  perfon  mentioned  in  the  former  cafe* 


COL- 
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COLLECTION  XXVI. 

Of  difficult  cafes  from  the  rigidity  of  the 
parts,  circumvolutions  of  the  Funis, 
and  contraflions  of  the  Uterus,  in 
which  the  forceps  were  ufed. 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  I. 

From  Rigidity. 

In  May  1742.  I  was  called  to  a  young 
unfortunate  creature,  about  the  age  of  fif¬ 
teen,  who  was  in  labour.  The  membranes 
were  broke  before  I  arrived,  and  'the  Os 
Uteri ,  which  was  open  to  the  breadth  of 
half  a  crown,  was  very  thin,  but  felt  rigid 
in  time  of  a  pain. 

Labour  proceeded  very  (lowly  all  night, 
and  when  I  returned  in  the  morning,  I 
found  the  child’s  head  low  in  the  Pelvis , 
and  the  Vertex  protruding  the  parts  below, 
in  form  of  a  large  tumor ;  but  the  Os  Ex¬ 
ternum  was  fo  ftraight  and  rigid,  that  I 
could  fcarce  introduce  two  fingers,  and  the 
pains  were  fo  ftrong  that  I  was  afraid  of 
a  laceration.  In  order  to  prevent  this,  I 
with  the  palm  of  my  hand  applied  againft 
the  Perinceum ,  refrained  the  force  of  the 

head, 
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head,  and  when  the  pain  went  off,  dilated 
the  Os  Externum  by  little  and  little.  How¬ 
ever,  two  hours  elapfed  before  it  was  fo 
opened,  as  to  admit  all  my  fingers,  which 
were  fo  tired  and  cramped,  that  two  of  the 
pupils  were  obliged  in  their  turns  to  affift 
In  the  fame  manner,  and  in  about  two 
hours  more,  it  was  fo  largely  dilated,  as 
to  recei  ve  about  one  third  part  of  the  child’s 
head,  that  pufhed  out  in  a  conical  figure. 

By  this  time  the  poor  creature  was  very 
much  fatigued,  and  the  pains  were  become 
fo  languid,  that  there  was  no  longer  occa- 
fion  to  prefs  the  hand  againft  the  external 
part.  Though  we  continued  to  en¬ 
courage  her,  and  fupport  her  with  caw- 
d!e  and  broth,  that  the  parts  might  have 
time  to  dilate,  fhe  and  they  grew  gradu¬ 
ally  weaker  and  weaker,  and  I  began  to 
be  afraid,  that  if  affiftance  fhould  be  lon- 
‘  ger  delayed,  fhe  might  be  in  danger  of  her 
life  ;  for  Hie  was  every  now  and  then  at¬ 
tacked  with  fainting  fits.  When  her  pains 
began  to  grow  languid,  I  had  placed  her 
in  a  pofture  betwixt  fitting  and  lying,  with 
her  breech  to  the  bed’s  foot,  fo  that  with¬ 
out  altering  her  portion,  I  applied  the 
forceps,  and  with  great  difficulty  delivered 

her 


4 
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her  of  a  child,  whofe  head  being  large, 
was  fqueezed  to  a  great  length,  but  in  a 
few  days  retrieved  its  round  form. 

The  parts  of  the  mother  were  fo  much 
inflamed,  that  for  feveral  days  file  labour* 
ed  under  much  pain  and  difficulty  of  urine, 

CASE  II. 

In  the  following  year,  my  attendance 
was  befpoke  to  a  woman  in  her  firfl  preg¬ 
nancy,  turned  of  forty,  and  of  a  thin, 
though  healthy  conftitution.  The  pains 
proceeded  flovvly  as  in  the  former  .cafe,  fo 
that  three  days  elapfed  in  a  kind  of  linger¬ 
ing  way,  before  the  rupture  of  the  mem¬ 
branes,  which  were  puflied  down  in  form 
of  a  long  gut.  The  waters  being  difcharg- 
ed,  the  child’s  head,  which  was  fmall,  ad¬ 
vanced  downwards,  pufhing  before  it  the 
Os  Uteri ,  which  was  not  enough  dilated  to 
allow  it  to  pafs ;  this  I  kept  up  during 
every  pain,  ftretching  it  with  my  fingers, 
until  I  flipped  it  all  round  over  the  head. 
As  the  Os  Externum ,  in  the  former  cafe,  had 
given  me  fo  much  trouble,  I  now  began  in 
time  to  dilate  it  during  every  pain,  and 
fucceeded  fo  well,  that  I  was  in  hope  the 
head  would  not  be  long  retained  after  its 

F  f  arrival 
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arrival  at  that  part.  I  found  this  precau¬ 
tion  was  right ;  for  the  woman  had  been 
fo  much  and  fo  long  fatigued  before  the 
Os  Uteri  and  Vagina  were  fufficiently  dis¬ 
tended,  that  when  the  head  came  down 
and  pufhed  out  the  external  parts,  her 
ftrength  and  patience  were  almofl  quite 
exhaufted  :  neverthelefs,  by  amufing  and 
encouraging  her,  fhe  exerted  her  courage 
and  fortitude  for  two  hours  longer,  though 
to  very  little  purpofe.  At  laid,  perceiv¬ 
ing  the  pains  were  too  weak  to  force  down 
the  head,  and  dilate  the  parts  fo  as  to  let 
it  pafs,  though  about  one  fourth  part  of  it 
was  already  protruded  through  the  Os  Ex¬ 
ternum  ;  obferving  thefe  circumllances,  I 
fay,  I  tried  to  introduce  the  whalebone  fil¬ 
let,  defcribed  in  my  treatife,  and  aliedged 
to  be  an  excellent  contrivance  for  helping 
along  the  head  in  fuch  cafes.  This  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  infinuate  betwixt  the  child’s 
head  and  Sacrum  of  the  mother,  but,  as 
it  could  not  be  properly  fixed  over  the 
chin,  I  withdrew  it,  and  applying  the  for¬ 
ceps  along  the  ears  at  the  fides  of  the 
Pelvis ,  abided  the  delivery  as  in  the  for¬ 
mer  cafe.  .  . 


The 
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The  child  was  large,  and  the  head  be¬ 
ing  compreiTed  into  a  lengthened  form,  pro¬ 
duced  convulfions,  of  which,  however,  it 
recovered,  in  confequence  of  my  allowing 
the  Funis  to  bleed  a  little. 

NUMB.  II.  CASE  I. 

From  circumvolutions  of  the  Funis,  or 
contractions  of  the  Uterus. 

In  May  1748.  one  of  the  poor  women 
attended  by  my  pupils,  was  taken  in  labour, 
which  went  on  in  the  common  way.  The 
membranes  and  waters  pufhing  down  open¬ 
ed  the  Os  Externum,  and  when  they  broke, 
the  head  came  down  to  the  middle  of  the 
Pelvis  ;  but  when  propelled  a  little  farther 
by  two  or  three  fucceffive  pains,  it  return¬ 
ed  to  the  fame  place,  and  continued  to 
advance  and  retreat  in  this  manner  for  the 
fpace  of  feveral  hours ;  fo  that  the  woman 
was  much  fatigued,  and  the  pains  became 
weaker  and  lefs  frequent.  As  this  diffi¬ 
culty  neither  proceeded  from  the  large  fize 
of  the  head,  nor  the  narrownefs  of  the 
Pelvis,  I  concluded  it  muft  be  owing  to 
the  Funis  rather  than  to  the  contraction  of 
the  Uterus  before  the  ffioulders,  becaufe  this 
retraction  of  the  hdad  happened  imm*C- 

F  f  2  diately 
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diately  after  the  rapture  of  the  membranes* 
and  before  all  the  waters  were  evacuated  ; 
and,  I  was  certain,  that  it  could  not  be 
occafioned  by  the  expanfion  which  hap- 
pens  in  the  Abdomen  of  a  dead  child,  be- 
caufe  I  plainly  felt  it  alive  by  the  motion 
of  its  head.  , 

Thus  convinced,  I  directed  the  patient 
to  be  placed  in  a  pofture  between  fitting 
'  and  lying,  which,  I  imagined,  might  af- 
fift  the  delivery.  When  the  head  was  forc¬ 
ed  down  in  time  of  a  pain,  I  introduced 
a  finger  into  the  Re  Slum,  and  tried  to  keep 
down  the  head,  but  could  not  reach  fo 
high  up  as  the  forehead,  which  was  to  the 
right  fide  of  the  Sacrum .  I  then,  during 
every  pain,  gradually  opened  the  Os  Ex¬ 
ternum,  which  eafily  yielded,  the  woman 
having  had  children  before,  and  introduc¬ 
ing  a  blade  of  the  forceps  along  each  ear, 
that  is,  one  at  the  left-fide  of  the  Sacrum ; 
and  the  other  at  the  right  groin,  I  locked 
them  together,  fo  that  when  the  pain  re¬ 
curred,  I  could  keep  the  head  down,  and 
prevent  its  being  retraded.  In  the  time  of 
the  next  pain  I  brought  it  lower,  and  turn¬ 
ed1  the  forehead  into  the  hollow  of  the 


Sacrum j  and,  in  two  pains  more,  it  wai 
‘ A  5  advanced 
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advanced  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Coccyx . 
When  it  was  in  this  lituation,  I  introduced 
two  fingers  into  the  Return  to  keep  it 
down  ;  but  it  being  ftill  too  high  up,  I, 
during  the  next  pain,  brought  it  lower, 
when,  finding  I  could  command  the  head, 
by  preffing  my  fingers  againft  the  Sinciput 
at  the  root  of  the  nofe,  I  took  off  the  for¬ 
ceps  with  my  other  hand,  and  helped  the 
head  along  in  the  manner  defcribed  in  the 
lingering  cafes. 

The  Funis  being  thirty  inches  in  length, 
was  twice  circumvoluted  round  the  neck, 
and  once  round  tfie  arm. 

CASE  II. 

r  *  -  •  • ,  *- 

In  the  month  of  September  of  the  fame 
year,  I  attended  a  private  patient  'who  had 
been  very  much  weakened  by  flooding  frorti 
time  to  time.  The  membranes  broke,  and 
the  labour  proceeded  tolerably  well ;  but 
when  the  head  came  low  down,  it  was 
drawn  back  after  every  pain,  as  in  the  for¬ 
mer  cafe. 

Having  fixed  the  forceps,  I  brought  the 
forehead  down  below  the  Coccyx ;  but,  as 
her  pains  were  weak,  and  this  was  her 
fir  ft  child,  I  kept  on  the  inflrument  until 

F  f  3  one 
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one  third  of  the  head  was  without  the  Os 
'Externum,  and  I  found  I  could  eafily  keep 
down  the  head  by  prefling  my  fingers 
againft  the  external  parts  on  each  fide  of 
the  Coccyx.  After  having  taken  off  the 
forceps,  I  during  each  fucceeding  pain, 
prefled  the  head  upwards  with  that  hand, 
while  with  the  fingers  of  the  other,  I  flip- 
ed  the  Os  Externum  over  the  child’s  head. 
The  Funis  was  uncommonly  fhort,  and 
once  round  the  neck. 

CASE  III. 

In  Augufl  1750.  I  was,  at  three  in  the 
morning,  called  to  a  woman  in  labour, 
by  a  midwife,  who  told  me,  the  waters 
had  been  difeharged  two  days,  even  before 
the  Os  Uteri  was  much  opened  ;  that  after 
this  difeharge  the  pains  were  lingering,  and 
fome  part  of  the  waters  continued  to  drib¬ 
ble  until  the  evening  before  I  was  called, 
when  the  head  came  lower  down  j  but  now 
it  was  after  every  pain  drawn  back  out  of 
reach,  and  the  pains  were  grown  much 
ftronger. 

I  took  the  proper  opportunity  of  examin¬ 
ing,  and  found  the  head  propelled  to  the 
middle  of  the  Pelvis  by  every  pain,  after 

which 
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< 

which  it  was  drawn  back  to  the  the  upper 
part. 

After  having  feen  her  undergo  feveral 
ftrong  pains,  by  which  the  head  was  not 
at  all  advanced,  I  eafily  introduced  my 
hand  into  the  Vagina  of  the  patient,  who 
had  born  feveral  children,  and,  as  the 
pain  abated,  raifed  the  head  fo  high  above 
the  brim  of  the  Pelvis ,  that  I  could  pafs 
my  right  hand  flattened  along  the  left  fide, 
and  over  the  forehead  and  face  of  the 
child,  where  I  found  the  lower  part  of  the 
Uterus  ftrongly  contracted.  I  continued  to 
pufh  farther  up  and  dilate  the  part  fo  as 
to  be  able  to  bring  the  child  by  the  feet ; 
but  finding  this  expedient  impradticable 
from  the  force  of  the  contradlion,  I  with¬ 
drew  my  hand  in  the  beginning  of  a  pain, 
and  the  child’s  head  was  immediately  forced 
down  to  the  Os  Externum,  though  it  was 
afterwards  retradied  to  the  middle  of  the 
Vagina.  However,  having  fucceeded  fo 
far,  I  waited  for  the  effedt  of  feveral  pains, 
which  I  hoped  would  force  the  head  lower 
down,  now  that  it  had  made  fuch  pro- 
grefs  >  but,  finding  my  expedition  difap- 
pointed,  and  knowing  it  would  be  an  eafy 
talk  to  affifl  the  delivery,  I  had  recourfe  to 

F  f  a  the 
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the  forceps.  One  ear  of  the  child  being 
to  the  Pubis ,  and  the  other  to  the  Sacrum , 
and  the  woman  lying  on  her  left- fide,  I 
would  not  alter  her  pofition,  but  brought 
her  breech  to  the  bedfide,  and  moved  her 
head  to  the  upper  and  back-part  of  it. 
Then  fitting  in  a  low  chair  behind  the  pa¬ 
tient,  the  forceps  being  privately  difpofed, 
I  eafily  introduced  the  fingers  of  my  right 
hand  to  the  Os  Uteri ,  between  the  Pubis  and 
head  of  the  child  which  was  fin  all  ;  and 
jnfinuated  one  blade  of  the  forceps,  gently, 
that  I  might  not  hurt  the  bladder ;  then  I 
introduced  the  other  blade  upon  my  left- 
hand,  between  the  other  fide  of  the  child’s 
head  and  the  Sacrum ,  carefully  turning 
back  the  handle,  in  order  to  humour  its 
curve  ;  and  being  certain,  that  the  inftru- 
jnent  was  well-fixed,  pulled  gently  from 
blade  to  blade,  and  kept  the  head  from 
being  retraced  as  the  pain  abated, 

I  continued  to  affifi:  in  this  manner, 
during  every  pain,  until  the  Occiput  was 
brought  to  the  lower  part  of  the  right  Jf- 
chium ,  then  turn  jpg  the  forehead  into  the 
concave  part  of '  the  Sacrum ,  the  Occiput 
came  out  from  below  the  Pubis ,  and  the 
head  was  fiowly  delivered,  ; 

\  r  \  i-  |/  *  £  »  '  *■  i,  4 

case; 
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CASE  IV. 

In  October  following  we  had  a  public 
cafe  of  this  nature,  at  which  my  pupils 
attended.  The  waters  had  been  long  dif- 
charged  before  the  head  was  forced  into 
the  Pelvis,  and  we  managed  the  labour  in 
the  cautious  manner  defcribed  above;  yet, 
after  I  had  dilated  the  parts  and  applied 
the  forceps,  I  could  not  by  repeated  trials 
bring  the  head  through  the  Os  Externum: 
Being  affured  from  experience,  that  the 
obftruclion  proceeded  either  from  the  con¬ 
traction  of  the  Uterus,  or  the  detention  of 
one  Ihoulder  above  the  Pubis,  and  not 
from  a  tumefadtion  of  the  Abdomen,  be- 
caufe  I  felt  a  pulfation,  though  very  weak 
£t  the  Fontanelle,  I  difengaged  the  inftru- 
nient,  and  railing  the  head  again,  found 
the  difficulty  was  owing  to  the  left  Ihoul- 
der’s  being  over  the  Pubis. 

As  the  woman  lay  on  her  back,  I  intro¬ 
duced  my  right  hand,  but  could  neither 
force  the  fhoulders  to  the  right  fide  of  the 
Pelvis ,  nor  pulh  the  child  farther  up,  fo 
to  bring  it  by  the  feet,  though  the  head 
was  not  large.  I  then,  withdrawing  my 
fight,  introduced  my  left  hand  on  the 

other 
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other  fide,  and  raifing  the  head,  tried  again 
to  pulh  up  at  the  anterior  parts  of  the 
child,  fo  as  to  reach  the  feet :  but  failed 
once  more,  from  the  ftrong  contraftion  of 
the  Uterus .  However,  getting  hold  of  the 
left  arm,  I  brought  it  down,  and  as  I  with¬ 
drew  my  hand,  the  head  followed  to  the 
Os  Externum  and  lower-part  of  the  Pelvis. 
I  turned  the  right  arm  to  the  right  fide  of 
the  Sacrum ,  the  pains  being  weak,  again 
fixed  the  forceps,  which  I  moved  in  a  pro¬ 
per  manner,  and  pulling  gently  at  the 
hand,  delivered  the  head,  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  body. 

v 

CASE  V. 

i 

In  June  1751*  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  a  woman  who  had  been  many 
hours  in  labour,  and  found,  that  after  the 
difeharge  of  the  waters,  the  head  was 
forced  low  down  by  every  pain,  but  after¬ 
wards  drawn  up  again.  I  waslikewife  in¬ 
formed,  that  formerly  fhe  ufed  to  have 
large  children  and  quick  labours. 

Encouraged  by  this  intimation,  I  tried 

to  turn  the  child,  but  was  prevented  by  the 

ftrong  contraction  of  the  Uterus ;  but,  in 

making  this  trial,  and  railing  the  head,  I 

not 
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not  only  found  the  Funis  furrounding  the 
neck,  but  likewife  the  Uterus  contracted 
before  the  Ihoulders.  This  laft,  I  dilated 
with  my  fingers  as  much  as  poflible,  then 
withdrawing  my  hand,  applied  the  forceps 
and  delivered  the  child,  which  had  been 
dead  for  fome  days.  The  Funis  was  three 
times  round  the  neck,  being  much  tumi~ 
fied  and  of  a  livid  colour. 


GOL- 
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COLLECTION  XXVIL 

•  i  '  '  r 
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Of  laborious  cafes  occafioned  by  the  large 
fize  of  the  child’s  head,  the  narrownefs 
or  diftortion  of  the  Pelvis,  when  the 
head  is  low  and  delivered  with  the  for¬ 
ceps.  Vide  Vol.  I.  Lib.  III.  Chap.  III. 

NUMB.  I.  CASE  I. 

From  the  large  fize  of  the  child. 

In  the  year  1745.  my  attendance  was 
befpoke  to  a  woman  who  had  loft  her  firft 
child,  in  confequence  of  its  large  ftze.  This 
iecohd  labour  went  on  in  the  ufuai  way, 
until  the  Os  TJteri  was  largely  opened  by 
the  waters  and  membranes,  which  break¬ 
ing,  the  Vertex  advanced  to  near  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  Pelvis.  Then  the  pains  ceafed 
for  about  two  hours,  during  which  the 
patient  lay  eafy  and  enjoyed  fome  deep* 
After  this  intermiffion,  a  pain  began  to  re¬ 
cur  every  now  and  then,  and  a  good  deal 
of  water  being  difeharged,  they  turned 
ftrong  and  frequent  :  as  for  the  patient, 
whole  conftitution  was  weak,  I  kept  her 
jiioftly  in  bed. 

The  parietal  bones  began  to  ride  each 
other,  the  hairy  fcalp  became  loofe  and 

wrinkled. 
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wrinkled,  and  the  head  was  gradually  and 
flowly  fqueezed  down  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  Pelvis ,  where  it  remained  for  a  conii- 
derable  time.  The  Occiput  was  ftrongly 
prefied  againft  the  lower  part  of  the  right 
Ifchium ,  the  Fontanelle  being  at  the  upper 
part  of  the  left ;  but  the  head  was  fqueezed 
to  fo  great  a  length,  and  fo  firmly  com- 
preffed  againft  the  infide  of  the  Pubis ,  that 
I  could  not  reach  the  ear  with  my  finger. 

After  many  ftrong  pains  the  patient’s 
ftrength  and  fpirits  began  to  flag,  and  both 
fhe  and  the  friends  became  apprehenfive, 
that  this  child  alfo  would  be  loft,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  encouragement  I  gave,  by 
telling  them  that  I  had  delivered  many  wo¬ 
men  of  live  children,  after  they  had  been 
much  longer  in  labour. 

The  force  of  the  pains  was  by  this  time 
abated,  yet  every  now  and  then  flie  was 
taken  with  one  ftronger,  that  forced  the 
head  a  little  lower,  fo  that  I  could  feel  the 
child’s  left  ear  towards  the  left  groin  of  the 
mother. 

At  length  the  patient  being  ftill  more 
funk,  and  perceiving  no  further  advance 
towards  delivery,  I  introduced  the  forceps 
as  fhe  lay  on  her  fide,  and,  during  every 

pain. 
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pain,  tried  to  bring  the  head  lower,  and 
turn  the  forehead  backwards  to  the  Sacrum. 
But,  in  this  attempt,  the  inftrument  began 
to  flip,  fo  that  I  was  obliged  to  unlock 
them,  and  move  each  blade  upwards  again 
over  the  ears  ;  the  handles  being  fixed  and 
tied  with  a  garter,  I  turned  the  patient  on 
her  back,  and  dii:e£ted  an  affiftant  on  each 
fide  to  fupport  the  legs :  matters  being  thus 
difpofed,  I  waited  for  a  pain,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  delivered  her  as  in  the  former  cafes. 
The  child,  whofe  head  was  fqueezed  into 
a  lengthened  form,  feemed  at  firA  to  be  in 
a  convuifion,  but  foon  recovered,  in  con- 
fequence  of  my  letting  the  Funis  difcharge 
about  two  or  three  Ipoonfuls  of  blood. 

CASE  II. 

In  March  1746.  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  a  cafe  refembling  the  former,  and 
tried  the  whalebone  fillet.  (Vid.  Tab. 
XXXVIII.)  which  I  could  not  get  over 
the  chin  j  fo  that  finding  the  principal  hold 
was  on  the  face,  I  withdrew  it,  and  wait¬ 
ing  fome  time,  until  the  patient  and  the 
pains  grew  weaker,  I  applied  the  forceps, 
with  which  I  delivered  as  in  the  other 
cafes  of  this  collection. 


My 
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My  reafon  for  withdrawing  the  fillet,  , 
was  becaufe  I  durft  not  venture  to  exert 
fo  much  force  as  was  requifite  for  delivery, 
left  the  part  of  which  I  laid  hold,  ftiould 
have  been  galled  to  the  bone  ;  for  I  knew 
one  inftance  in  which  the  fillet  had  been 
ufed,  and  a&ually  fcalped  the  child  j  and 
another,  in  which  the  child’s  under  jaw 
had  been  cut  to  the  bone  by  the  force  of 
pulling. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  being 
called  to  a  woman,  who  according  to  the 
midwife’s  report  had  been  three  days  in 
labour,  I  found  the  child’s  head  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  a  large  tu¬ 
mor  on  the  Vertex,  protruded  without  the 
Os  Externum .  She  had  been  in  a  flow 
kind  of  labour  all  Saturday  and  part  of 
Sunday ,  when  the  membranes  breaking, 
the  pains  became  ftrong,  and  continued 
fo  all  Sunday  night  ;  by  thefe  the  head  had 
been  puftied  down,  but  did  not  advance 
farther  than  the  fituation  in  which  I  found 
it,  on  Monday  night. 

The  patient  was  much  exhaufted  by  fa¬ 
tigue  and  the  length  of  the  labour. 

Her 
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Her  pains  being  languid,  I  prefcribed  a 
cordial  mixture,  with  ConfeB.  Cardiac ; 
and  llowly  dilated  the  Os  Externum  during 
every  pain.  By  thele  efforts  the  pains 
grew  ftronger,  and  I  expelled  the  head 
would  foon  be  delivered.  But  being  dis¬ 
appointed  in  my  hope,  I  thought  it  was 
pity  the  woman  fhould  be  kept  any  longer 
in  fuch  a  difagreeable  way,  and  as  (he  lay 
on  her  left  fide,  I  endeavoured  to  raife  the 
head,  fo  as  to  know  its  pofiiion.  I  failed, 
however,  in  my  attempt,  and  there  was 
no  room  for  introducing  a  finger  or  two 
to  feel  either  the  neck  or  ear  at  the  Pubis  j 
though  as  the  head  was  fo  low  down,  I 
thought  it  was  probable,  that  the  ears  were 
to  the  fides  of  the  Pelvis.  I  then  directed 
her  to  be  turned  on  her  back,  and  fupported 
by  afliftants,  as  the  patient  in  the  former 
cafe;  and  fat  down  with  a  refolution  to 
deliver,  either  with  the  forceps  or  crotchet, 
in  order  to  favethe  woman’s  life  ;  though 
I  determined  to  try  the  forceps  fir  ft,  that 
the  child  alfo,  if  poffible,  might  be  faved* 
As  the  head,  which  was  compreffed  into  a 
great  length,  filled  up  all  the  lower  part 
pf  the  Pelvis ,  fo  that  I  could  not  intro¬ 
duce  my  fingers  to  guide  the  blades  of  the 

forceps 
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forceps  on  the  infide  of  the  Os  XJteri ,  I 
attempted  to  introduce  them  feveral  times, 
until  I  was  certain  that  they  were  fafely 
pall  this  place,  and  not  on  the  outfide  of 
the  Os  Tinea.  Being  convinced  that  I  had 
fo  far  gained  my  point,  I  began  to  bring 
the  head  lower  during  every  pain,  and  at 
la  ft  delivered  the  woman  of  a  dead  child, 
whofe  head  was  fqueezed  to  a  great  length. 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1751.  I  attended  a  woman 
in  labour  of  her  firft  child.  She  had  un¬ 
dergone  lingering  pains  all  Sunday  night, 
and  I  was  called  next  morning  at  feven. 
But  the  pains  being  inconfiderable,  the 
membranes  unbroke,  and  the  patient  re- 
ferved,  I  was  not  allowed  to  examine  un¬ 
til  ten,  when  the  pains  grew  ftronger.  In¬ 
troducing  my  finger  into  the  Vagina,  I  felt 
the  Rectum  full  of  indurated  Faces ,  the  Os 
Uteri  {'oft,  thin  and  pretty  open,  the  wa¬ 
ters  puihing  down  the  membranes,  and 
when  the  pain  went  off,  the  child’s  head 
refting  againft  the  upper-part  of  the  Pubis . 

I  immediately  prelcribed  a  glyfter,  which 
operated  to  fatisfaction  j.  and  as  file  had 
enjoyed  fome  fleep  in  the  forepart  of  the 

G  g  night, 
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night,  I  defired  fhe  might  rife  until  the 
bed  could  be  prepared  before  labour  fhould 
be  far  advanced.  Every  thing  proceed¬ 
ed  in  an  eafy  and  flow  manner,  and  fhe 
took  her  pains  in  an  eafy  chair,  till  about 
twelve,  when  fhe  was  pretty  much  fa¬ 
tigued.  I  then  directed  her  to  take  fome 
pains  on  the  bed,  and  now  felt  the  Os  Uteri 
largely  opened,  the  membranes  pufhed 
down  large  and  full  to  the  Os  Externum 
but  the  head  was  not  at  all  advanced. 

Judging  from  this  circumftance  that  it 
was  large,  I  would  not  allow  her  to  be 
put  in  naked  bed  too  foon,  becaufe,  if  af¬ 
ter  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  the 
head  fhould  not  come  down  without  diffi¬ 
culty,  it  might  be  necefiary  to  affift  the 
delivery  by  different  pofitions :  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  as  the  pains  were  throng  and 
frequent,  I  directed  them  to  get  ready 
cloths  to  receive  the  waters  as  fhe  lay  on  her 
fide,  fori  now  expedted  that  the  membranes 
would  foon  give  way.  Accordingly,  the 
waters  were  in  a  little  time  difcharged ;  but 
perceiving  that  the  pains  foon  after  abated, 
and  the  head  did  not  advance,  I  allowed 
her  to  rife  and  walk  about,  and  fhe  took 
her  pains  fometimes  In  a  Handing  and 

5  fometimes 
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fometimes  in  a  fitting  pofition :  though,  in 
order  to  prevent  her  being  fatigued,  Are 
every  now  and  then  refted  on  the  bed  half 
fitting  and  half  lying.  By  thefe  means, 
the  pains  encreafed,  and  at  two  next  morn¬ 
ing,  the  head  was  advanced  to  the  Os  Ex¬ 
ternum  and  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis.  That 
it  might  not  be  detained  too  long  in  this 
fituation,  I  began  to  dilate  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num  a  little,  during  every  pain,  and  thefe 
efforts  kept  up  the  pains,  which  were  be¬ 
come  languid,  in  confequence  of  the  fa¬ 
tigue  fuftained  by  the  patient.  The  head 
was  not  at  all  advanced  farther  at  four 
o’clock,  when  I  plainly  felt  the  Occiput 
ftrongly  preffed  againft  the  lower  part  of 
the  left  Ifchium ,  the  parietal  bones  riding 
one  another,  the  head,  which  was  large, 
fqueezed  to  a  great  length,  and  one  of  the 
ears  at  the  Pubis.  Perceiving  the  pains 
were  not  ftrong  enough  to  pufh  the  head 
farther,  fo  as  that  the  Occiput  might  rife 
from  the  Ifchium  to  the  fpace  below  the 
Pubis,  and  the  forehead  turn  back  into  the 
hollow  of  the  Os  Sacrum  ;  and  knowing 
that  I  could  ealily  affift  and  alter  the  po¬ 
fition  with  the  forceps,  I  thought  it  was 
pity  that  the  mother  and  child  fliould  run 

G  g  2  any 
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any  farther  rifque,  and  ordering  her  to  be 
put  in  naked  bed,  I  applied  the  inftrument, 
and  delivered  the  child,  as  in  Coll.  XXVI. 
No  II.  Cafe  III. 

CASE  V. 

In  December  1750.  a  woman  had  been 
in  labour  of  her  fecond  child,  for  many 
hours  after  the  Os  Uteri  was  largely  open¬ 
ed,  and  the  membranes  had  broke,  and 
the  midwife  had  allured  the  friends,  that  the 
head  would  be  delivered  by  each  fucceffive 
pain.  At  length,  however,  the  patient’s 
ftrength  beginning  to  fail,  they  fent  for 
me  at  three  in  the  morning,  when  I  found 
the  child’s  head  low  down,  pufhing  out 
the  parts,  in  form  of  a  large  tumor,  and 
the  lcalp  very  much  tumified. 

After  having  tried  in  vain  to  affift  the 
birth,  by  gently  dilating  the  Os  Externum, 
during  feveral  pains,  I  directed  the  patient 
to  be  put  in  a  fupine  polture,  and  as  fhe 
was  very  weak,  fat  down  with  a  refolution 
to  deliver,  either  with  the  forceps  or  crotch¬ 
et  ;  for  I  found  it  was  wrong  as  well  as  im¬ 
practicable  to  bring  the  child  by  the  feet. 
The  head  was  fo  large,  and  comprefTed  in¬ 
to  fuch  a  lengthened  form,  that  I  could  not 

pufh 


CASES  in  MIDWIFERY.  453 

pufh  up  my  finger  at  the  Pubis ,  to  feel  the 
ear  or  neck  ;  neither  could  I  diflinguifh  the 
fituation  of  the  head  by  the  futures,  be- 
caufe  the  fcalp  was  fo  much  fwelled  :  nor 
could  I  move  the  head  upwards,  in  order 
to  feel  the  upper  parts,  fuch  as  the  ear, 
neck  or  face.  But  fuppofing  from  the 
touch  of  the  lower  part  of  the  head,  that 
one  part  prefled  more  againfi:  the  left  IJ- 
chium  than  the  right,  I  concluded  that  the 
forehead  was  at  the  right  fide  of  the  Sa¬ 
crum,  and  the  Occiput  flopped  between  the 
left  Ifchium  and  groin. 

In  this  perfuafion,  I  introduced  one 
blade  between  the  child’s  head  and  the  mo¬ 
ther’s  right  groin,  and  the  other  at  the  left 
fide  of  the  Sacrum  along  the  ears,  then  lock¬ 
ing  the  handles,  I  tried  to  turn  the  forehead 
more  backwards,  but  could  not,  until  I  had 
pulled  the  head  a  little  lower,  when  I  deli¬ 
vered,  as  in  Col.  XXVI.  No.  II.  Cafe  I. 

CASE  VI. 

In  the  January  following,  my  affiflance 
was  follicited  in  a  cafe  of  pretty  much  the 
fame  nature.  The  woman  was  greatly 
fatigued  and  exhaufled  with  labour,  the 
child’s  head  was  comprefled  to  a  vaft 

G  g  3  length, 
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length,  and  fo  puffed,  that  I  could  not 
diftinguifh  its  true  pofition ;  nor  could  I 
raife  it  io  as  to  examine  higher  up.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  as  it  was  very  low,  I  fuppofed 
that  the  ears  were  towards  the  hides  of  the 
Pelvis,  and  having  laid  her  in  a  fupine 
pofture,  I  introduced  the  forceps,  infi- 
nuating  one  blade  on  each  fide,  as  ufual. 
But  the  head  ftuck  lo  faff  that  I  could  not 
move  it  lower  j  then  I  attempted  to  turn 
it  to  the  right  fide  of  the  Sacrum ,  imagin¬ 
ing  the  forehead  might  be  to  the  left,  as 
I  had  moffly  found  it ;  yet  here  alfo  failing 
in  my  endeavours,  I  turned  the  other  way, 
when  it  yielded  with  great  eafe,  and  the 
Vertex  coming  out  below  the  Pubis ,  the 
head  was  brought  along,  and  delivered 
without  further  difficulty. 

One  biade  of  the  forceps  was  fixed  be¬ 
fore  the  left  ear,  and  over  the  temple  of 
that  fide,  and  the  other  behind  the  right 
ear  and  lower-jaw ;  the  impreifion  was 
deeper  than  ufual,  but  not  fuch  as  to  do 
any  injury  to  the  child. 

N.  B.  In  the  two  former  cafes,  I  firft  of 
all  tried  to  move  the  Occiput  downwards, 
and  turn  the  forehead  back  to  the  Sacrum , 
with  one  blade  of  the  forceps. 
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N  U  M  B.  II.  C  A  S  E  I. 

From  a  fmali  or  diftorted  Pelvis,  when 

the  child’s  head  is  low. 

* 

My  attendance  was  befpoke  to  a  woman 
who  had  before  loft  a  child,  which  was 
fuppofed  to  have  been  too  large  to  pafs 
through  the  Pelvis ;  for  fhe  was  of  a 
fmali  make  and  feature. 

In  January  1748-9.  file  was  taken  in 
labour  when  I  happened  to  be  engaged, 
fo  that  I  was  obliged  to  fend  a  midwife 
to  attend  her  ;  and  before  I  could  fee  her, 
the  membranes  were  broke,  the  Os  Uteri . 
was  largely  open,  and  the  head  fqueezed 
into  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis,  in  form  of 
a  cone  or  fugar-loaf. 

The  midwife  had  kept  her  moftly  in 
bed  to  prevent  her  being  fatigued,  and  I 
advifed  her  to  continue  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion,  until  fhe  complained  of  being  weary 
of  that  pofition,  and  of  violent  cramps  in 
her  limbs.  Then  getting  up,  Ihe  walked 
about  the  room,  and  took  her  pains  iome- 
times  Handing  and  fometimes  fitting :  tho* 
I  defined  fhe  would  not  fatigue  herfelf  by 
walking  or  Handing  too  long,  nor  force 
down,  except  when  the  pains  were  ftrong. 

G  g  4  In 
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In  this  cautious  manner,  fhe  was  manag¬ 
ed  ail  night,  during  which  fhe  relied  at 
intervals  upon  the  bed,  until  fhe  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  rife  by  the  violence  of  the  cramps 
that  feized  her  as  Hie  lay;  and,  as  I  exa¬ 
mined  every  now  and  then,  I  found  the 
head  advance  by  little  and  little,  every 
third  or  fourth  pain,  which  was  flronger 
than  the  reft.  At  fix  in  the  morning,  the 
Vertex  was  prefled  down  to  the  lower  part 
of  the  Pelvis ,  below  the  right  Ifcbium ; 
but  at  eight,  it  had  made  no  further  pro- 
grefs  ‘though  it  was  fqueezed  to  a  great 
length,  and  the  parietal  bones  rode  one 
another.  By  this  time,  the  patient  was 
very  much  fatigued,  her  pains  were  be¬ 
come  weaker,  and  at  fmall  intervals  ilie 
was  fubject  to  teachings,  which,  however, 
fupplied  the  defell  in  the  labour-pains, 
by  forcing  the  head  fo  low  as  to  protrude 
the  Perinaum  and  adjacent  parts,  in  form 
of  a  large  tumor.  I  waited  fome  time,  in 
hope,  that  this  extraordinary  affiflance 
would  deliver  the  child  :  but  the  patient 
being  fuddenly  feized  with  a  fainting  fit,  I 
thought  it  was  high  time  to  have  recourfe 
to  a  more  effectual  expedient,  and  the 
child’s  left  ear  being  to  her  left  groin,  and 

the 
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the  forehead  at  the  left  fide  of  the  Sacrum , 
I  moved  her  breech  to  the  bedfide  as  fhe 
lay  on  her  left  fide,  introduced  the  forceps 
along  the  ears,  as  in  Colleft.  XXV.  No.  II. 
Cafe  I.  and  in  that  manner  fafely  delivered 
the  woman  of  a  live  child,  which  had 
been  retarded  by  the  fmallnefs  of  the  Pel - 
vis,  though  it  was  not  at  all  diftorted. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1750.  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  a  woman  of  a  final  1  ftature,  about 
ten  in  the  morning,  when  I  found  the 
Vertex  at  the  lower  part  of  the  left  Ijchi- 
um,  and  the  head  fqueezed  into  a  longi¬ 
tudinal  form,  as  in  the  preceding  cafe  :  as 
for  the  waters,  they  had  been  draining  off 
for  fome  time  before  I  arrived. 

The  patient  being  pretty  much  exhauft- 
ed,  was  put  in  bed  3  and,  as  fhe  had  been 
feized  with  a  loofenefs  at  the  beginning  of 
labour,  and  enjoyed  no  deep  the  preced¬ 
ing  night,  I  prefcribed  an  anodyne  mix¬ 
ture  of  PinB.  Phebaic.  gut.  xv,  &  Syr.  e 
Me  coni  0  iij.  in  Aq.  Simp.  ^vS.  of  which 
Ihe  took  two  fpoonfuls  immediately,  to  be 
repeated  occasionally  until  reft  fhould  be 
procured.  This  prefeription  had  the  de¬ 
ft  red 
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fired  eftedt ;  and  next  morning  about  eight, 
I  was  called,  and  informed,  that  although 
the  pains  had  been  Wronger,  the  head  was 
very  little  advanced.  I  now  felt  the  Ver¬ 
tex  had  made  fome  progrefs ;  the  Occiput 
was  turned  below  the  Pubis ,  and  the  fore¬ 
head  to  the  Sacrum,  though  not  fo  low, 
as  that  I  could  affift  with  my  fingers  in 
the  ReBum,  or  at  the  fides  of  the  Os  Coc- 
cygis.  The  pains  were  likewife  become 
weaker,  and  the  patient’s  ftrength  began 
again  to  fail.  The  child’s  ears  being  by 
this  time  to  the  fides  of  the  Pelvis,  and 
nothing  wanted  but  pains  to  promote  the 
birth,  I  diredled  her  to  be  placed  in  a  fu- 
pine  pofition  on  the  bed,  and  with  the 
forceps  delivered  her  of  a  dead  child. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1 749.  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  a  woman  who  had  been  fickly 
from  her  infancy,  and  very  much  diftorted. 
The  membranes  had  been  broke  and  the 
waters  difcharged  feveral  days  before  fhe 
was  in  labour,  and  the  midwife,  who  had 
attended  her  fince  the  preceding  morning, 
allured  me  lire  had  been  in  ftrong  labour 
for  four  and  twenty  hours.  I  found  the 

Vertex 
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Vertex  prefenting,  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
fully  opened,  and  the  head  down  tc  mo 
lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ;  but  when  i 
troduced  a  finger  betwixt  it  and  the  tut  , 
I  could  not  reach  fo  high  as  to  feel  th 
ear,  nor  could  I  diftinguiili  by  the  ff  ares 
the  right  fituation  of  the  head.  Never- 
thelefs,  the  patient  being  weak  anc,  low 
I  diredled  her  to  be  laid  acrofs  the  beci  in 
a  lupine  pohtion,  and  introducing  the  for¬ 
ceps  at  random,  by  the  fides  of  the  Peivis , 
tried  by  gentle  efforts,  during  every  pain, 
to  bring  the  head  lower  down  5  but  find¬ 
ing  I  could  not  move  it  without  uiing  fuch 
violence  as  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  mo¬ 
ther  and  child,  I  withdrew  the  inftrument 
and  relblved  to  wait  a  little  longer  ;  and, 
as  the  patient  had  flept  but  very  little  for 
two  nights,  and  was  much  fatigued,  I 
prefcribed  an  anodyne  draught,  by  which 
lire  procured  reft  and  was  refrefhed.  Then 
the  pains  returning,  and  forcing  down  the 
head,  fo  as  to  protrude  the  external  parts, 
1  received  another  call,  and  found  the  back 
part  of  the  neck  at  the  Pubis :  from  this 
circumftance,  I  knew  the  forehead  was  in 
the  hollow  of  the  Sacrum ,  and  that  the 
ears  were  to  the  fides  of  the  Pelvis  ;  I, 

there- 
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therefore,  after  having  allowed  her  to  take 
a  few  pains,  which  were  weak,  confider- 
ed,  that  as  the  head  was  fo  low  down, 
the  afiifiance  of  the  forceps  might  prove 
effedtual  in  helping  it  along  j  lo  having 
placed  her  in  the  pofition  defcribed  above, 
I  introduced  them  along  the  ears  of  the 
child,  and  by  pulling  gently,  during  every 
pain,  delivered  the  head,  which  was  Squeez¬ 
ed  to  a  great  length  :  but  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num  was  fo  rigid,  that  half  an  hour  elapf- 
ed,  before  it  could  be  dilated  fo  as  to  let 
the  head  pafs,  without  laceration. 

After  delivery,  I  introduced  a  finger  into 
the  Vagina,  and  found  the  Pelvis  fo  di- 
ftorted,  from  the  jetting  forwards  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  Sacrum ,  that  had  the 
child  been  large,  its  life  could  not  pofiibly 
have  been  faved.  The  head  was  of  a 
lengthened  form,  and  contorted  to  one 
fide,  and  there  was  a  deep  impreflion  above 
the  ear.  The  forceps  too,  whenfirfi:  fixed, 
had  impreffed  the  forehead,  though  the 
mark  difappeared  in  five  or  fix  days :  but 
they  made  a  very  inconfiderable  impreflion, 
when  they  were  fixed  the  fecond  time  along 
the  ears. 


CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1744.  a  midwife  called  me 
to  a  woman,  whom  fhe  had  formerly  de¬ 
livered  of  a  dead  child  5  and  fhe  faid,  (lie 
had  on  that  occafion  felt  an  uncommon 
bump  backwards. 

When  I  examined  her,  the  membranes 
were  broke,  and  the  child’s  head  was  funk 
down  to  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis ,  where 
it  was  retarded  by  a  jetting-in  at  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  Sacrum  ;  for,  inftead  of  feeling 
it  concave,  I  found  a  prominence,  as  if 
one  of  the  bones  in  the  middle  had  been 
pufhed  before  the  reft  and  the  Vertex  of 
the  child  feemed  to  be  preffed  down  in  a 
flattened  form,  by  the  woman’s  pains,  which 
were  ftrong  and  frequent. 

I  was  called  about  three  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  prefcribed  fome  innocent  things 
to  amufe  the  patient  and  her  friends,  who 
were  extremely  anxious,  and  went  away, 
after  having  delired  that  Ihe  might  not  be 
hurried  about  or  fatigued,  I  received  an¬ 
other  fu mm ons  about  nine,  when  I  found 
the  Vi r:rtex  fqueezed  down  to  the  lower  part 
of  the  Pelvis ,  the  woman  exhaufted,  and 
her  pains  abated.  As  I  at  that  time  ima¬ 
gined, 
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gined,  with  others,  that  in  labours,  the 
forehead  was  moftly  to  the  Sacrum,  and  the 
ears  to  the  tides,  I  caufed  the  patient  to  be 
laid  acrofs  the  bed  on  her  back,  as  in  Col- 
le£t.  XXV.  No.  I.  Cafe  I.  and  applying 
the  forceps  along  the  head,  at  the  tides  of 
the  Pelvis ,  tried  during  every  pain  to  help 
it  along,  that  the  child  might  not  be  loft. 
As  the  retiftance  was  great,  I  gradually 
increafed  the  force,  and  though  the  for¬ 
ceps  flipped  feveral  times,  I  at  laft  de¬ 
livered  the  head,  by  grafping  the  handles 
more  firmly,  and  pulling  up  towards  the 
Pubis.  But  the  Perinceum  was  torn  by 
the  fudden  delivery,  becaufe  I  did  not 

or 

then  know  how  to  make  the  proper 
turns,  and  proceed  in  the  flow  and  cauti¬ 
ous  manner  which  I  have  fince  adopted. 
The  child’s  head  was  fqueezed  into  a  lon¬ 
gitudinal  form,  flattened  on  the  fides,  with 
a  deep  imprefflon  on  the  Cranium  above 
the  ears  ;  and  from  an  indentation  on  the 
Os  Frontis ,  by  a  blade  of  the  forceps,  which 
had  been  fixed  on  that  and  the  Occiput ,  I 
difeovered,  that  the  ears  were  not  to  the 
fides,  as  1  had  imagined. 

Thefe  impreffions  had  very  much  galled 
and  inflamed  the  parts  5  but,  in  confequence 

of 
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of  proper  care,  they  digefted,  and  the  child 
recovered,  and  as  he  grew  up,  the  marks 
diminilhed  and  dilappeared.  I  told  the 
midwife  and  nurie,  that  the  patient’s  Pe- 
rinceum  was  cracked,  and  delired  they  would 
not  make  her  uneafy,  by  informing  her  of 
an  accident  which  would  be  attended  with, 
no  bad  confequences.  Accordingly,  the 
parts  were  perfectly  healed  in  the  fpace  of 
twenty  days. 

CASE  V. 

In  the  year  1747.  a  midwife  demanded 
my  affiftance  in  behalf  of  a  woman,  whom 
Die  had  once  before  delivered,  with  diffi¬ 
culty,  of  a  dead  child  in  the  eighth  month. 
In  this  labour,  the  membranes  were  no 
fooner  broke  than  I  received  a  call,  and 
found  the  pains  ftrong,  the  child’s  head 
advanced  to  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis ,  and 
the  Vertex  gradually  delcended  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  Jfchia ,  which  feemed  remark¬ 
ably  near  to  one  another.  The  head  be¬ 
ing  luckily  fmall,  and  the  Occiput  to  the 
left  Ifchium ,  I  refolved,  after  having  wait¬ 
ed  a  considerable  time,  to  turn  the  fore¬ 
head  backwards  to  the  Os  Sacrum,  on  the 
fuppofition,  that  the  narrow  part  of  the 

head 
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head  would  more  readily  pafs  between  the 
Jfchia .  Thus  determined,  I  kept  the  pa¬ 
tient  on  her  fide,  and  applied  one  blade  of 
the  forceps  at  the  Pubis ,  and  the  other  at 
tire  Sacrum  along  the  child’s  ears,  and  with 
great  difficulty  turned  the  forehead  to  the 
Sacrum  j  but  before  I  could  deliver  the 
head,  I  was  obliged  to  alter  their  pofition, 
fixing  one  behind  the  left  ear,  and  the 
other  before  the  right  ear,  backwards,  at 
the  right  fide  of  the  Sacrum. 

I  attended  in  another  cafe  of  this  kind, 
in  which  I  was  obliged  to  open  the  child’s 
head,  on  account  of  its  large  fize. 

CASE  VI. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  J — ,  in  a  letter 

dated  G - ,  1749. 

The  membranes  had  been  broke,  and 
the  woman  in  firong  labour  for  more  than 
twenty-hours,  and  was  weak  from  being 
over-fatigued.  After  ffie  had  taken  a  few 
pains,  he  found  the  head  did  not  advance, 
and  confidered,  that  although  it  was  high, 
yet  it  might  be  dangerous  to  wait  longer, 
on  account  of  the  patient’s  weak  condition. 
In  pu filing  up  his  hand  into  the  Vagina , 

he  found  one  ear  backwards,  and  above 

the 
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the  upper  part  of  the  Sacrum,  which  pro^- 
jelled  confiderably  forwards,  with  the  laft 
Vertebra  of  the  loins.  The  head  felt  alfo 
very  large,  and  the  forehead  was  to  the 
right-fide  ;  he  introduced  the  blades  of  the 
fhort  forceps,  that  were  covered  with  lea-* 
ther;  but  being  afraid  that  the  handles 
were  too  fhort,  he  brought  thefe  out,  and 
introduced  a  longer  kind  uncovered,  which 
was  the  kind  he  had  ufed,  when  he  at¬ 
tended  me.  After  he  had  fixed  thefe  pro¬ 
perly,  he  tried  feveral  times,  in  vain,  to 
bring  the  head  lower.  Upon  which  he  re- 
folved  to  give  up  that  method  and  open 
the  head.  Finding  however,  that  the  forceps 
did  not  flip,  but  kept  a  firm  hold,  he  refold¬ 
ed  to  try  and  make  one  effort  more,  and  af* 
ter  pulling  with  all  his  ffrength,  and  moving 
the  handles  of  the  forceps  over  the  Pubis, 
he  got  the  head  delivered  j  yet  not  with¬ 
out  bending  backward  that  blade  of  the 
forceps,  that  was  next  to  the  Pubis.  She 
was  delivered  of  a  dead  child  about  noon. 
In  the  evening,  fhe  feemed  to  be  in  a  good 
way,  and  in  a  breathing  fweat.  Next 
morning,  fhe  was  attacked  with  a  violent 
loofenefs,  which  he  reftrained  with  ?  niates, 
but  that  evening  fhe  was  comatouir,  and 

JH  h  expired 
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expired  next  morning :  he  fuppofed  the  laft 
bad  fymptom  was  occafioned  by  their  giv¬ 
ing  her,  without  his  knowledge,  half  a 
pint  of  rum  at  two  draughts. 

As  he  defired  my  opinion  of  this  me¬ 
lancholy  cafe,  I  wrote  him  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter,  with  another  cafe  of  the  fame 
kind. 


London,  1749. 


C  Z 


Sir 


I  received  yours  of  July  the  1 6th,  which 
1  ought  to  have  anfwered  before  this  time : 
fince  you  attended  me,  I  contrived  the  laft 
forceps  with  fhorter  handles,  on  purpofe 
that  too  great  force  might  not  be  ufed; 
and  when  they  are  not  fufficient,  I  would 
then  open  the  head  and  extract  with  the 
crotchet.  No  doubt,  I  fhould  perhaps  have 
been  tempted  even  to  ufe  as  great  force  as 
you  did  when  there  was  fo  good  a  hold ; 
but  yet  you  may  confider,  how  much  the 
foft  parts  of  a  woman  muft  fuffer,  by  the 
bending  fo  ftrong  an  inftrument  againft 
them,  as'  the  blade  you  lent  me.  If  you 
had  been  fooner  called  to  prevent  the  wo¬ 
man’s^  being  over-fatigued  till  the  head 
<  ■  '  came 
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came  lower,  there  might  have  been  a 
chance  for  faving  the  child.  When  the 
Pelvis  is  narrow  and  the  head  large,  and 
fo  high  that  you  cannot,  or  dare  not  turn 
the  child,  and  the  woman  in  danger  from 
extream  weaknefs,  it  is  l  ight;  firfl,  to  try 
the  forceps ;  but  when  you  find  it  won’t 
come  along  with  a  moderate  force,  the 
crotchet  mud:  be  ufed  ;  for  we  ought  never 
to  endanger  the  life  of  the  mother,  to  fave 
the  child. 

CASE  VII. 

I  had  a  cafe  of  the  fame  kind  fome  time 
ago,  but  not  fo  difficult  as  yours  ;  the 
membranes  were  broke  many  hours,  and 
the  head  was  forced  into  the  middle  of  the 
Pelvis.  Mr.  M — rd  was  fent  for,  tried  the 
forceps,  but  having  no  affidants  to  hold  the 
woman  firm,  did  not  fucceed ;  then  he  fent 
for  me,  and  I  was  allow’d  to  carry  along  with 
me  four  pupils.  The  ears  were  to  the  Pubis 
and  Sacrum ,  the  forehead  to  the  left  fide, 
and  the  upper  part  of  the  Os  Sacrum  jetted 
in  forward.  As  I  could  not  turn  the  fore¬ 
head  with  my  hand  a  little  backward,  or 
pafs  the  blade  of  the  forceps  along  the  ear 
at  that  part,  I  introduced  it  behind  the 
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ear  at  the  fide  of  the  Os  Sacrum,  and  the 
other  at  the  forepart  of  the  Pelvis  towards 
the  left  groin,  and  before  the  other  ear,  fo 
that  the  forceps  was  fixed  diagonally  on 
the  head,  and  the  fame  as  to  the  Pelvis. 
I  ufed  a  good  deal  of  force,  by  which  I 
delivered  the  head,  taking  care  to  make  the 
feveral  turns  in  extracting  it.  The  child  had 
been  dead  many  hours,  the  head  was  large, 
and  fqueezed  of  a  very  long  figure  5  and 
the  parts  of  the  woman  very  much  fwelled. 
She  was  attacked  with  a  violent  loofenefs, 
which  was  refrained  by  proper  remedies, 
and  fhe  recovered  llowly.  When  the  parts 
are  inflamed  and  much  fwelled,  the  Lochia 
fometimes  are  obfixucted  and  fall  upon 
the  inteftines  ;  efpecially,  if  the  patient  has 
been  exhaufted  by  a  tedious  labour. 

CASE  VIII. 

Communicated  in  a  letter,  from  Mr.  Ayre3 
dated  Boflon,  Lincolnjhire ,  1750. 

The  labour  went  on  in  a  flow  manner, 
and  by  waiting  patiently,  the  head,  after 
many  fevere  pains,  was  forced  down  into 
the  Pelvis .  As  the  woman  lay  on  her  fide, 
he  introduced  one  blade  at  the  Pubis ,  and 
the  other  at  the  Sacrum ,  and  pulled  with 

€011-’ 
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confiderable  force  during  every  pain  :  but 
the  forceps  flipping,  he  was  obliged  to  in¬ 
troduce  them  again  as  before;  and,  giv¬ 
ing  the  forehead  a  turn  backwards,  the 
child  was,  in  two  pains  more,  delivered. 

He  fent  two  other  cafes  of  women  who 
had  been  long  in  labour  in  their  firft  chil¬ 
dren  :  the  ears  were  towards  the  Pubis  and 
Sacrum ,  and  one  of  the  women  was  very 
fat,  and  about  forty.  He  delivered  both 
cafes  fafely  with  the  forceps,  after  finding 
the  pains  were  going  off  and  the  patients 
turning  weak. 

CASE  IX. 

I  had  a  cafe  from  L - ,  in  1753.  by 

which  the  gentleman  feems  to  have  been 
too  much  in  a  hurry.  After  ufing  great 
force,  he  delivered  the  child,  which  was 
alive  ;  but  the  head  was  much  galled  with 
the  blades,  and  the  woman  was  carried  off 
in  a  few  days  by  a  purging. 

In  another  cafe,  the  fame  gentleman 
tried  to  deliver  with  the  forceps  when 
the  Vertex  prefented,  and  the  forehead  was 
to  the  Pubis :  as  he  was  not  able  to  raife 
the  head,  fo  as  to  turn  the  forehead  back¬ 
wards,  he  pulled  it  along  as  it  prefented  : 

H  h  3  finding 
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finding  that  as  the  Vertex  pufhed  out 
the  Periruzum ,  it  was  beginning  to  tear, 
he  took  off  the  forceps,  and  the  head  was 
afterwards  delivered  with  the  labour- 
pains,  and  both  mother  and  child  did 
wel  1. 


C  O  L- 
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COLLECTION  XXVIII. 

Laborious  cafes,  in  which  the  Vertex 
prefenting  with  the  forehead  to  the  Pu¬ 
bis  or  groin,  the  patient  was  delivered 
with  the  forceps. 

Vide  Vol.  I.  Lib.  IILCh.  IILSefl.  4.  No.  a.  andTab.XXl. 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1 744.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  who  had  been  long  in  labour  after 
the  membranes  were  broke.  I  found  the  Ver¬ 
tex  was  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pel¬ 
vis  ;  but  the  fcalp  being  much  tumified,  I 
could  not  difcinguifh  by  the  Sutures ,  the 
real  pofition  of  the  head.  The  woman  be¬ 
ing  much  exhaufted,  the  pains  weak,  and 
the  head  low,  I  thought  it  was  proper  to 
aflift  the  delivery,  to  prevent  her  and  the 
child  from  being  in  danger.  For  that 
end,  I  caufed  her  to  be  placed  in  a  fupine 
pofition,  as  in  Col.  XXV.  No.  I.  Cafe  I. 
I  then,  during  every  pain,  dilated  the 
Os  Externum ,  raifed  the  head  above  the 
brim  of  the  Pelvis,  and  introduced  my 
fingers  and  hand  flattened  betwixt  the  head 

o 

and  Sacrum,  where  I  felt  the  back  part  of 
the  neck,  which  informed  me  that  the 
forehead  was  to  the  Pubis .  Confidering 

H  h  4  that 
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that  the  difficulty  or  obftrudtion  of  the 
delivery  proceeded  only  from  the  wrong 
pofition  of  the  head,  I  firlt  tried  to  turn 
the  forehead  towards  the  back-part  of  the 
Pelvis ,  and,  failing  in  the  attempt,  from 
the  flipperinefs  of  the  fame,  I  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  bring  the  child  footling  :  failing  in 
this  effort  alfa,  from  the  ftrong  contrac¬ 
tion  of  the  Uterus ,  I  withdrew  my  hand, 

>*  . 

and  applying  the  forceps  along  the  ears, 
ufed  a  good  deal  of  force  to  extract  the 
.  head  as  it  prefented.  I  brought  it  fo  low 

that  I  felt  the  Fontanelle  one  inch  or  more 

:  '  \ 

below  the  Pubis ;  but  could  not  bring  it 
farther,  unlefs  I  had  torn  the  Vertex  thro’ 
the  Perinceum  and  Anus,  which  were  now 
greatly  ffretched.  Then  I  difengaged  and 
brought  down  the  forceps,  and  introduced 
a  blunt  hook,  that  had  a  round  button  on 
the  end  for  that  purpofe,  up  along  the 
fide  of  the  head,  and  above  the  chin. 
With  this  hold,  I  pulled  down  the  fore¬ 
head  and  face  below  the  Pubis ,  and  then 
delivered  the  child.  This  was,  at  that  time, 
the  common  method,  when  the  head  was 
large,  and  fqueezed  to  fuch  a  length,  as 
to  prevent  the  forehead’s  coming  out,  ei¬ 
ther  with  ftrong  labour  or  the  forceps  j 
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but  the  bad  confequences  that  might  enfue 
both  to  mother  and  child,  made  me  afraid 
to  continue  in  this  method  of  practice. 
For  the  Perinaum  was  commonly  tore,  and 
that  part  of  the  child  was  fometimes  fo 
much  bruifed,  as  to  produce  a  violent  in¬ 
flammation,  which  deftroyed  the  child ; 
but  a  lucky  incident  which  happened  the 
year  following,  gave  me  the  hint  of  a  bet¬ 
ter  method,  as  in  the  following  cafe, 

CASE  II. 

A  midwife  called  me  in  the  year  1745. 
to  a  woman  in  the  morning,  who  had  been 
moll  of  the  foregoing  night  in  throng  la¬ 
bour.  I  felt  the  Vertex  at  the  lower  right 
fide  of  the  Sacrum.  Her  pains  were  drill 
pretty  ftrong,  although  fhe  had  loft,  both 
before  and  after  the  membranes  were  broke, 
a  large  quantity  of  blood.  I  found  alfo 
the  Fontcinelle  at  the  left  groin,  which  af- 
fured  me,  that  the  delay  of  the  delivery 
proceeded  from  the  forehead’s  being  at  that 
part.  The  patient  being  placed  as  in 
Collect.  XXV.  No.  I.  Cafe  I.  I  introduced 
the  forceps  along  the  ears,  holding  the 
handles  when  fixed  towards  the  Vertex , 
which  was  to  the  right  fide  of  the  Os  Coe- 

cygis. 
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cygis.  Then  I  began  to  pull  from  fide  to 
fide,  by  which  means  the  head  advanced 
a  little,  but  not  fo  much  as  to  allow  the 
forehead  to  turn  out  below  the  Pubis.  In 
repeating  thefe  efforts,  the  forceps  flipped 
off  three  times  ;  though  I  did  not  obferve, 
till  afterwards,  that  one  of  the  blades  by 
giving  way,  was  the  occafion  of  their  flip- 
ing  off  the  head.  As  I  found  I  could  not 
deliver  the  head,  by  pulling  either  down¬ 
wards  to  bring  out  the  forehead,  or  up¬ 
wards,  becaufe  the  head  would  not  yield 
that  way,  on  account  of  the  chin’s  being 
preffed  againft  the  breaft,  neither  did  I  chufe 
to  try  the  blunt  hook,  becaufe  of  the  bad 
confequences  attending  that  method.  I 
was  alfo  averfe  and  loth  to  deftroy  the  child 
by  opening  the  head.  While  I  paufed  a 
little,  confldering  what  method  I  fhould 
take,  I  luckily  thought  of  trying  to  raife 
the  head  with  the  forceps,  and  turn  the 
forehead  to  the  left  fide  at  the  brim  of  the 
Pelvis  where  it  was  wideff,  an  expedient 
which  I  immediately  executed  with  greater 
eafe  than  I  expected.  I  then  brought  down 
the  Vertex  to  the  right  Ijcbium ,  turned  it 
below  the  Pubis ,  and  the  forehead  into 
the  hollow  of  the  Sacrum  3  and  lafely  deli¬ 
vered 
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vered  the  head,  by  pulling  it  up  from  the 
Perinaum  and  over  the  Pubis.  This  me¬ 
thod  fucceeding  fo  well,  gave  me  great  joy, 
and  was  the  firft  hint,  in  confequence  of 
which  I  deviated  from  the  common  me¬ 
thod  cf  pulling  forcibly  along,  and  fixing 
the  forceps  at  random  on  the  head :  my 
eyes  were  now  opened  to  a  new  field  of 
improvement,  on  the  method  of  ufing  the 
forceps  in  this  pofition,  as  well  as  in  all 

others  that  happen  when  the  head  prefents. 

\ 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1749.  I,  with  my  pupils,  at¬ 
tended  one  of  oui  women  in  Drury-lane :  the 
membranes  had  broke  in  the  evening,  and 
fhe  had  frequent  and  ftrongpains  all  night. 
When  they  fent  for  me  in  the  morning,  I 
felt  fomething  like  the  Vertex  down  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ;  and  fhe  was 
much  in  the  fame  condition,  as  the  woman 
defcribed  in  Col.  XXV.  No.  I.  Cafe  I.  but 
we  were  all  miftaken  as  to  the  pofition  of 
the  head  ;  for  I,  ,as  well  as  the  pupils,  ima¬ 
gined,  that,  a>s  the  head  was  fo  low,  the 
forehead  mu  ft  be  turned  back  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  Sacrum  and  that  on  account 
of  the  head’s  being  fqueezed  to  a  great 

length, 
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length,  we  could  find  neither  neck,  nor 
ear  at  the  Pubis.  We  were  like  wife  mif- 

,i  •  ^  ' 

*  ■  '-  -  -4 

taken  as  to  the  Sutures,  fuppofing,  what 
was  called  by  the  ancients,  the  back  Fon- 
tanelle ,  where  the  Lamdoidal  erodes  the  end 
of  the  Sagittal,  was  the  fore  Fontanelle , 
which  was  backwards  towards  the  Sacrum . 
I  told  all  prefent,  that  as  the  head  was  fo 
low  down,  and  the  delivery  retarded  by 
the  weaknefs  of  the  pains,  it  was  fafer  for 
both  woman  and  child  to  deliver  her  with 
the  forceps  ;  efpecially  as  I  was  pretty 
certain  of  fucceeding,  without  doing  injury 
to  either,  being  certain,  as  die  had  formerly 
quick  and  eafy  labours,  that  the  impedi¬ 
ment  proceeded  only  from  weaknefs,  and 
perhaps  a  larger  child  than  ufual,  which 
might  be  in  danger  of  being  loft  by  lon¬ 
ger  delay.  I  had  her  then  put  in  the  fame 
pofition,  and  applied  the  forceps  in  the 
fame  manner  as  in  the  aforementioned 

...  «  ?  **  r  *  \  •  »  . 

cafe.  I  then  pulled  gently  every  pain,  and 
the  woman  being  expofed  to  fiiew  the  ope¬ 
ration,  I  was  furprifed  to  fee,  what  I 
imagined  the  Occiput ,  come  along  from 
under  the  Pubis,  not  with  hair,  but  bald 
and  fmooth.  Introducing  my  finger,  I 
now  plainly  perceived,  that  we  had  been 

all 
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all  miftaken  as  to  the  pofition  ;  for  I  felt 
the  root  of  the  nofe,  and  eye-brows  with¬ 
in  the  Pubis.  As  the  head  was  now  fo  far 
advanced,  I  thought  it  would  be  better 
firft  to  try  to  bring  it  along  in  that  man¬ 
ner  :  therefore,  I  continued  to  pull  along 
gently  ;  but  inftead  of  pulling  upwards  as 
before,  to  raife  the  head  from  below  the 
Os  Pubis ,  I  pulled  downwards,  to  bring 
the  forehead  and  face  out  from  below  that 
bone  :  they  accordingly  flipped  out  gradu¬ 
ally,  and  when  the  chin  was  delivered  from 
below  the  Pubis,  I  turned  up  the  handles 
of  the  forceps  towards  the  face,  pulled  the 
Head  upwards,  and  delivered  it  according 
to  the  directions  laid  down  in  thofe  cafes 
where  the  face  prefents.  Vide  Col.  XXX. 
No.  II.  Cafe  I.  The  woman  was  not  tore, 
the  child’s  head  was  fqueezed  to  a  great 
length,  but  was  neither  hurt  nor  marked 
with  the  forceps. 

CASE  IV. 

I  was  called  to  a  patient  by  a  midwife, 
in  March  1751.  who  informed  me  that  fhe 
had  delivered  the  woman  feveral  times,  and 
her  labours  were  commonly  tedious  from 
her  having  large  children  >  but  that  this 

was 
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was  worfe,  and  more  tedious  than  any  of 
the  former  ;  for  although  the  waters  were 
a  long  time  come  off,  and  the  head  had 
been  low  in  the  bafon  for  many  hours,  fo 
that  fhe  expelled  every  pain  would  deliver 
the  child,  all  endeavours  had  proved  in¬ 
effectual,  and  fhe  had  fent  for  me,  becaufe 
fhe  was  afraid  of  both  mother  and  child. 
She  alfo  told  me,  that  fhe  imagined  the 
head  did  not  prefent  right,  for  fhe  found 
the  opening  at  the  fhare-bone,  and  ima¬ 
gined  this  was  the  occafion  of  the  diffi¬ 
culty.  On  examining,  I  found  it  as  file 
had  related,  and  was  much  pleafed  with 
the  midwife’s  honeft  behaviour,  and  faga- 
cicus  remark.  I  felt  alfo  the  Vertex  back¬ 
wards,  pufhing  outward  the  Os  Coccygis  and. 
fundament.  Although  the  pains  were  much 
abated,  and  weaker,  according  to  the  mid¬ 
wife’s  account,  yet  every  now  and  then 
fhe  had  one  pretty  flrong.  As  I  found  her 
pulfe  rather  low  and  funk,  I  ordered  her 
a  cordial  mixture,  and  waited  with  pati¬ 
ence  to  try  if  the  head  would  advance  far¬ 
ther,  that  the  forehead  and  face  might, 
by  that  means,  pufh  out  below  the  Pubis  j 
but  finding  it  did  not  advance,  and  that 
the  pains  were  not  fufficient,  I  thought  it 

was 
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was  proper  to  ufe  the  afilftanee  of  the  forceps. 
I  then  had  her  placed  as  in  the  former  cafe, 
opened  the  Os  Externum  gradually  with  my 
fingers,  fcooped  up  the  head  above  the  brim 
of  the  Pelvis ,  and  as  I  flipped  my  hand 
flattened  betwixt  the  Sacrum  and  the  child’s 
head,  I  felt  with  my  fingers  the  back-part 
of  the  neck,  which  more  fully  confirmed 
the  midwife’s  opinion  and  mine,  of  the 
forehead’s  being  towards  the  Pubis,  After 
I  had  brought  down  my  hand,  and  found 
no  advantage  from  feveral  following  pains, 
I  introduced  the  forceps  along  the  ears, 
having  fixed  them,  and  prefled  the  handles 
as  far  back  as  the  Perinceum  would  allow  j 
and  tried  to  bring  the  forehead  and  face 
below  the  Pubis,  by  little  and  little,  every 
pain,  but  did  not  fucceed.  Thus  difap- 
pointed,  I  pufhed  up  the  head  with  the 
forceps  to  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis,  turned  the 
forehead  to  the left-fide  thereof,  and  brought 
the  Vertex  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
right  Ifchium  ;  then  turn’d  the  forehead  back¬ 
wards  to  the  concave  part  of  the  Sacrum , 
the  Occiput  below  the  Pubis,  and  delivered 
the  head  and  body  as  in  the  former  cafe. 

Thofe  cafes  in  which  the  Vertex  prefents 
with  the  forehead  to  the  groin  or  Pubis, 

happen 

y 
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happen  but  feldom.  If  the  head  is 
fmall,  it  is  commonly  delivered  with  the 
labour-pains,  becaufe  the  external  parts, 
to.  from  the  Os  Coccygis  to  the  Frcenum  la- 
biorum ,  will  frequently  llretch  downfo  much 
as  to  allow  the  forehead  and  face  to  come 
out  from  below  the  Pubis ,  and  if  the  pains 
fall  off,  and  the  woman  become  low  and 
weak,  the  forceps  will  a  (lift  where  the 
pains  are  inefficient;  But  if  the  head  is 
large  and  fqueezed  to  a  great  length,  thofe 
parts  will  feldom  ftretch  fo  much  as  to  al¬ 
low  the  delivery  to  be  performed  in  that 
manner,  either  with  the  pains  or  forceps, 
without  the  danger  of  tearing  the  Peri - 
nceum ,  and  even  fometimes  the  Vagina  and 
Rettum  into  one  cavity  :  befides,  if  the 
head  flops  there  a  long  time,  the  child  is 
frequently  loll  from  the  long  compreffion 
of  the  brain,  exclufive  of  the  danger  from 
bruifing  and  inflaming  the  parts  of  the 
woman  :  to  prevent  all  which  inconveni- 
encies,  it  is  better  to  help  in  time,  and  de¬ 
liver,  if  poffible,  according  to  the  above 
method  ;  efpecially  in  thofe  cafes,  where 
you  cannot  alter  the  wrong  pofition  with 
your  hand,  or  one  blade  of  the  forceps,  or 
turn  the  child,  and  deliver  by  the  feet. 

c  CASE 

^5r  .  *  *  — 
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CASE  V, 

Communicated  by  Dr.  Durban ,  in  a  letter 

dated  1752. 

The  woman  had  been  in  ftrong  labour 
for  many  hours,  after  the  waters  were  dif- 
charged.  As  the  Os  Uteri  was  not  fufficient- 
ly  open,  he  adminiftred  opiates  from  time 
to  time,  which  refrefhed  her  much  but, 
after  waiting  a  long  time,  and  the  woman 
growing  weak,  and  failing  into  faintings, 
he  tried  to  dilate  the  parts  during  every 
pain,  and  at  laft  found,  that  what  ob- 
ilrudted  the  head’s  advancing,  was  no  other 
than  the  forehead’s  being  to  the  Pubis. 
He  then  introduced  and  fixed  the  forceps 
along  the  ears,  but  could  not  move  or  al¬ 
ter  the  forehead  to  the  fide  and  back  part 
of  the  Pelvis ;  yet,  by  dint  of  pulling  with 
great  force,  he,  at  laft,  delivered  the  head, 
as  it  prefented.  The  child  was  alive,  and 
the  mother  recovered. 

Ke  fent  me  an  account  of  two  other 
cafes,  in  which  the  head  prefented  fair ; 
but  as  the  women  were  much  fatigued 
and  weakened  before  he  was  called,  he  de¬ 
livered  each  with  the  forceps,  and  laved 

I  i  the 
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the  children  as  well  as  the  mothers.  One 
of  the  women  was  violently  cramped  in  her 
limbs,  when  he  introduced  the  forceps, 
and  the  other  was  attacked  with  a  flood¬ 
ing. 


COL 
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COLLEC  T  I  O  N  XXIX. 

Laborious  cafes  of  women  delivered  by  the 
forceps,  the  Vertex  prefenting,  the  ear 
to  the  Pubis,  and  the  head  higher  in 
the  Pelvis.' 

CASE  I. 

■  I  was  called  to  a  poor  woman  In  the 
year  1 745.  who  had  been  deferted  by  her 
midwife,  fo  that  I  received  but  an  uncer¬ 
tain  account  of  the  cafe.  I  was  told  in 
general,  that  the  had  loft  a  great  deal  of 
blood,  and  that  her  midwife  had  fatigued 
and  wrought  on  her  very  much.  I  found 
her  pulfe  very  weak,  her  countenance  pale, 
and  cold  fweats  on  her  extremities.  The 
mouth  of  the  womb  was  largely  opened,  the 
membranes  were  broke,  the  head  was 
Email  and  down  to  the  middle  of  the  Pelvis, 
the  Occiput  to  the  left  Ifchium,  and  the  ear 
towards  the  right  groin.  I  was  alfo  told  that 
the  labour-pains  had  all  along  been  trifling, 
and  had  intirely  left  her,  after  the  waters 
came  off.  As  the  flooding  was  moftly  abat¬ 
ed,  I  ordered  her  to  take  fome  broth,  or 
brown  caudle  to  fupport  or  nourifii  her. 
Having  fent  for  thofe  who  were  under  my  ' 

I  i  2  in- 
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1nftru6lions,  we  attended  fome  time  to  fee 
if  the  labour-pains  would  return,  but  to 
no  purpofe.  Being  afraid  of  cenfure, 
if  file  fhould  die  undelivered,  I  thought 
it  was  proper  to  fupply  the  place  of  the 
pains,  by  a  fibbing  the  delivery  with  the 
forceps,  efpecially  as  fhe  had  formerly  bore 
children,  and  the  head  was  fmall.  The 
ears  being  to  the  Pubis  and  Sacrum ,  I  kept 
her  on  her  fide,  and  applying  each  blade 
of  the  forceps,  brought  down  the  Occiput 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  left  Ijchium ,  and 
turned  the  forehead  backwards  to  the  Sa¬ 
crum  :  then  I  delivered  the  head  by  turning 
the  handles  of  the  forceps  forwards  to  the 
Pubis ,  the  thighs  of  the  woman  being  kept 
afunder  by  a  thick  pillow  placed  betwixt 
the  knees  at  the  fame  time  fupporting 
the  Pennccum ,  with  one  of  my  hands,  to 
prevent  its  being  tore.  Thus  the  patient 
was  fafely  delivered  of  the  child,  and  after¬ 
wards  of  the  Placenta  for  tho’  ihe  con¬ 
tinued  long  weak,  fhe  at  length  recovered. 
The  child  appeared  to  have  been  dead  two 
or  three  days,  the  lips  and  fcrotum  being 
livid. 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 

* 

In  the  year  1746.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  Parker  s- Lane,  who,  as  the  people 
about  her  alledged,  had  been  in  labour 
eight  days :  they  faid,  three  midwives  had 
attended  and  left  her ;  that  fhe  was  very 
poor,  and  in  a  ftarving  condition.  I  found 
the  head  of  the  child,  in  time  of  a  pain, 
pulhed  down  with  its  Vertex  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  left  Ifchium ,  but  after  the 
abatement  of  the  pain,  which  was  very 
weak,  it  was  retracted  to  the  upper-part. 
As  this  was  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  I 
fentfor  fome  broth  and  bread  from  a  cook’s- 
fhop,  in  order  to  refrefh  her.  I  found,  by 
her  own  relation,  that  the  midwives  had 
all  tried  to  deliver  her  by  hurrying  and 
placing  her  in  different  politions  :  that  the 
had  got  little  or  no  fleep  for  two  nights :  that 
the  waters  came  off  the  preceding  day, 
and  her  pains  had  never  lince  been  ftronger. 
Her  pulfe  was  weak  and  low ;  but,  on 
taking  a  little  nourifhrnent,  fhe  recover¬ 
ed  fome  Ilrength.  After  having  fent  for 
thofe  who  were  under  my  inftrudtions  in 
midwifery,  I  left  her  to  the  care  of  one  of 
the  elder  pupils  j  advifing  him  to  keep  her 

I13  quiet 
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quiet  in  bed,  and  to  give  her  from  time  to 
time,  a  little  broth  or  brown  cawdle  ;  for 
although  I  found  the  cafe  was  fuch,  that 
I  could  deliver  her  with  the  forceps,  yet  I 
thought  it  was  better  to  try  if  fhe  could 
be  delivered  by  the  labour-pains,  which  I 
hoped  would  grow  Wronger,  after  fhe  fhould 
have  enjoyed  fome  refrefhing  deep,  and 
her  ftrength  fhould  be  recruited  by  nou- 
lifhment.  I  was  called  again,  about  one 
o’clock  next  morning,  when  I  underftood 
file  had  every  now  and  then  flept  betwixt 
the  pains,  which  recurred  at  long  inter¬ 
vals,  and  were  frill  weaker  than  I  expedit¬ 
ed,  conddering  that  her  ftrength  and  fpi- 
rits  were  much  recruited.  I  found  the 
head  was  in  the  fame  duration,  and  frill 


drawn  back  as  before.  After  examining 
more  narrowly,  I  could  eafily  feel  one  of 
the  ears  at  the  Pubis,  the  fore- part  of  it 
being  upwards  and  towards  the  right-fide. 
Perceiving  the  head  was  not  large,  I  told 
the  attendants,  that  the  delivery  feemed  to 
be  retarded  by  the  contraction  of  the  Ute¬ 
rus  before  the  (boulders,  and  the  weaknefs 
of  the  pains,  which  had  not.  force  fufficient 
to  overcome  that  refinance  :  that  I  did  not 
queftion,  as  due  was  now  ftronger,  they 

might 
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might  in  time  be  fufficient,  without  any 
other  ahihance ;  but  I  thought  it  a  pity  to 
keep  her  longer  in  fuch  a  iituation,  as  I 
could  eafily  affih  with  the  forceps,  by  pul¬ 
ing  along  the  head  by  little  and  little  every 
pain,  and  preventing  it  from  being  after¬ 
wards  retraced.  Accordingly,  I  kept  the 
patient  on  her  fide,  until  I  applied  the 
forceps,  as  in  Col.  XXVI.  No.  II.  Cafe  III. 
then  tied  the  handles  together  with  a 
fillet,  and  turned  the  patient  on  her  back, 
as  in  Colled.  XXV.  No.  I.  Cafe  I.  Thefe 
previous  heps  being  taken,  I  pulled  gently 
during  every  pain,  until  I  brought  the 
head  a  little  lower,  and  could  turn  the 
forehead  from  the  right  fide  of  the  Pelvis 
to  the  Sacrum  :  after  this  change  was  ef¬ 
fected,  I  continued  to  affih  and  bring  the 
head  lower ;  and  the  parts  below  were  gra¬ 
dually  pulhed  out  with  the  head  in  form  of 
a  large  tumor.  This  being  the  woman’s 
farft  child,  the  Frenum  felt  very  rigid,  and 
was  ftretched  with  difficulty,  and  the  Pe¬ 
rineum,  and  parts  about  the  fundament 
and  Os  Coccygis  felt  hill  very  thick.  As 
I  continued  to  keep  down  the  head,  and 
affih  by  pulling  during  every  pain,  thefe 
parts  were  more  and  more  hretched,  and 

I  i  4  became 
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became  thinner ;  and  the  Os  Externum  was 
at  laid  fo  muth  dilated  as  to  allow  the  head 
to  pads  and  be  delivered,  as  defcribed  in  the 
laid  cited  cafe  :  but  more  than  half  an  hour 
elapfed  after  the  head  was  brought  low 
down,  before  the  Os  Externum  was  fo  much 
dilated,  that  I  durft  venture  to  pull  up  the 
head  from  the  Perinceum ,  which  I  was 
afraid,  every  time  I  pulled,  would  crack 
and  give  way  ;  for,  it  was  now  as  thin  as 
a  piece  of  parchment  at  the  edge,  and  was 
lengthened  to  more  than  three  inches. 

CASE  III. 

I  was  called  in  the  year  1749.  about  fe- 
ven  in  the  morning,  to  a  woman  near  the 
feven  dials.  The  midwife  told  me  that 
when  fhe  was  called  the  preceding  even¬ 
ing,  fhe  had  found  her  in  pretty  ftrong 
labour-pains  ;  that  about  twelve  the  wa¬ 
ters  came  off,  immediately  after  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  which,  the  patient  was  thrown 
into  violent  convulfions,  which  went  off 
and  returned  three  or  four  times  5  and  fhe 
had  dozed  and  lain  ftupid  betwixt  the  fits. 
I  examined,  and  found  the  head  of  the 
child  lying  much  in  the  pofition  de¬ 
fcribed  above,  only  the  head  was  lower 

down, 
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down,  and  the  Occiput  to  the  under-part 
of  the  right  Ifchium.  I  could  alfo  plainly 
diflinguifh  the  Lamdoidal  eroding  the  end 
of  the  Sagittal  Suture.,  the  head  fqueezed 
to  a  longifh  form,  one  of  the  parietal  bones 
riding  over  the  other,  and  the  Fontanelle 
up  at  the  middle  of  the  left  Ifchium.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  time  of  my  examining,  die  was 
thrown  into  a  fit,  which  laded  near  a  mi¬ 
nute,  and  adted  much  the  fame  as  a  labour- 
pain,  by  puffing  the  head  a  little  lower, 
though  it  returned  gradually  to  the  fame 
place,  as  the  violence  of  the  convulfion 
abated.  The  midwife  had  not  obferved 
this  circumdance  in  time  of  the  former  fits, 
but  told  me,  that  it  had  continued  in  that 
pofition,  without  advancing  for  two  or  three 
hours.  As  the  woman’s  pulfe  was  quick 
and  full,  I  ordered  her  immediately  to  lofe 
eight  ounces  of  blood,  and  defired  the 
midwife  to  fend  for  me,  if  the  convulfions 
fhould  return,  and  the  delivery  be  much 
longer  delayed.  The  woman  was  now 
quite  infenfible,  and  did  not  feem  to  an- 
fwer  or  take  notice,  even  when  we  called 
to  her  aloud.  I  was  again  fent  for  about 
nine,  when  the  midwife  informed  me,  that 
the  fits  had  returned  oftener  and  with 

greater 
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greater  violence.  I  found  the  head  in  the 
fame  pofition,  but  about  an  inch  lower, 
and  I  now  could  feel  the  ear  at  the  Pubis. 

I  tried  to  flretch  the  Os  Externum  gradual¬ 
ly,  every  now  and  then,  to  fee  if  it  would 
bring  on  a  labour-pain,  but  to  no  purpofe. 
In  about  twenty  minutes,  fhe  was  attack¬ 
ed  with  another  fit,  which  was  very  vio¬ 
lent,  continued  longer  than  the  former, 
and  had  much  the  fame  effects.  I  then 
confidered,  that  although  it  was  probable, 
the  repetition  of  thefe  fits  might  a6t  in  the 
fame  manner  as  labour-pains,  and  deliver 
the  child)  yet  the  continuance  of  them 
might  ftill  more  and  more  indanger  the 
life  of  the  woman.  Therefore,  I  eafily 
ftretched  the  Os  Externum  as  fhe  lay  on 
her  fide,  and  introduced  the  forceps,  as 
in  the  former  cafe  j  and  as  I  found  the 
head  was  large,  I  alfo  tied  the  handles  of 
the  forceps,  and  turned  her  on  her  back. 
After  I  had  brought  the  forehead  to  the 
hollow  of  the  Os  Sacrum ,  and  was  begin- 
ing  to  deliver  the  head  in  a  flow  manner, 
flie  was  attacked  with  another  fit,  and  as 
the  Os  Externum  eafily  yielded,  fhe  was 
fafiely  and  foon  delivlered.  The  fits  did 
not  return,  fhe  fell  into  a  plentiful  fweat. 

6  ~  -  The 
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The  ftupidity  gradually  wearing  off,  fhe 
next  morning  recovered  her  fenfes,  and  was 
agreeably  furprized  to  find  herfelf  deliver¬ 
ed,  and  the  child  alive. 

CASE  IV. 

In  the  year  1750.  I  was  fent  by  a  rela¬ 
tion  to  fee  an  unfortunate  woman,  who 
was  pretty  old  and  in  labour  of  her  firff 
child.  She  was  in  a  low  and  weak  con¬ 
dition,  partly  from  grief  and  anxiety,  and 
partly  from  having  been  excefilvely  fatigued 
by  the  midwife,  who  wanted  to  hurry  over 
the  labour  as  foon  as  poffible.  The  mem¬ 
branes  had  broke  the  preceding  day,  and 
it  was  now  about  five  in  the  morning.  I 
found  the  head  prefenting,  and  down  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  though  it  had 
not  begun  to  pufh  out  the  foft  parts  in 
form  of  a  tumor.  I  could  not  diftinguifh 
the  pofition  of  the  head  from  the  Sutures * 
the  hairy  fcalp  being  fo  much  fwelled. 
However,  I  judged  that  the  forehead  was 
to  the  left  fide  of  the  Pelvis,  from  feeling 
a  part  of  the  head  preffed  ftrongly  again#: 
the  lower  part  of  the  right  IJchium,  and 
Hoping  upwards  to  the  middle  of  the  left: 
I  could  but  juft  reach  the  tip  of  the  ear 

at 
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at  the  Pubis,  with  my  finger,  the  head 
was  fo  large,  and  To  fcrongly  compreiTed 
againft  that  hone. 

1  was  informed  that  the  pains  had  been 
very  ftrong,  though  now  they  were  weak, 
and  recurred  at  long  intervals.  Her  pulfe 
was  funk,  and  fhe  was  taken  with  faintings 
and  ficknefs  at  her  ftomach,  which  pro¬ 
duced  violent  reachings.  Thefe,  however, 
fupplied  the  place  of  labour-pains,  and 
affifted  the  delivery  by  forcing  down  the 
head.  To  encourage  thefe  efforts,  as  well 
as  to  recruit  her  ftrength,  I  diredted  her 
to  drink  every  now  and  then  a  little  warm 
•wine  and  water ;  and  in  this  manner  fhe 
proceeded  for  about  an  hour,  when  find¬ 
ing  the  head  had  made  but  fmall  progrefs, 
and  being  afraid  that  her  fpirits  would  fail, 

I  thought  it  was  moft  expedient  to  call  in 
the  affiftance  of  the  forceps.  After  hav¬ 
ing  gradually  dilated  the  Os  Externum ,  as 
fire  lay  on  her  left  fide,  I  tried  to  intro¬ 
duce  my  finger  between  the  head  and  the 
Pubis ,  to  the  Os  Uteri,  in  order  to  guide 
the  point  of  the  blade ;  but  finding  there 
was  not  room  for  both,  and  being  afraid 
of  hurting  the  bladder,  I  turned  her  on 
her  back,  fo  as  that  fhe  lay  in  the  fame 

pofition. 
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pofition,  and  was  fupported  in  the  fame 
manner  defcribed  in  Collect.  XXV.  No.  I. 
Cafe  I.  with  this  difference,  that  as  the 
feafon  was  very  fevere,  I  ordered  a  veffel 
with  hot  water  to  be  placed  under  the  bed- 
iide,  that  the  warm  fleams  might  mitigate 
the  cold,  to  which  the  was  more  expofed 
in  this  than  in  the  other  pofition. 

Having  fully  opened  the  Os  Externum ,  I 
turned  the  back  of  my  hand  down  towards 
the  Sacrum ,  and  railed  or  fcooped  up  the 
head  gently  to  the  upper  part  of  the  Pelvis 5 
and  now  with  my  fingers  I  felt  the  right 
ear  backwards,  and  the  poderior  part  of  the 
neck  at  the  right- fide  3  and  diffinguifhed 
that  the  Pelvis  was  not  di (for ted,  though 
the  head  was  large  and  fqueezed  to  a  great 
length.  Thus  informed,  I  introduced  one 
blade  of  the  forceps,  at  the  back-part,  be¬ 
fore  I  withdrew  my  hand ;  then  iniinuat- 
ing  the  other  at  the  left  fide,  towards  the 
left  groin,  I  moved  it  gently  to  the  fpace 
below  the  Pubis ,  and  over  the  child’s  ear. 
The  inflrument  being  locked,  1  preffed  the 
Occiput  from  the  right  Ifchium  with  two 
fingers,  while  I  gradually  turned,  as  1  pull¬ 
ed,  the  forehead  backwards  to  the  Sacrum , 
and  delivered  the  woman  with  the  fame 

pre- 


494  CASES  in  MIDWIFERY. 

precaution  I  had  obferved  in  the  fecond 
cafe  of  this  collection. 

CASE  V. 

In  the  year  1745.  betwixt  eleven  and 
twelve  at  night,  I  was  called  to  a  woman, 
by  a  midwife  who  told  me  the  patient  had 
been  two  days  in  labour ;  that  the  waters 
bad  been  difcharged  the  preceding  day  1 
that  there  was  a  crofs-bone,  which  pre¬ 
vented  the  child’s  head  from  coming  along, 
and  had  been  the  occafion  of  her  loling 
two  children  before  ;  and  that,  as  the  pains 
were  grown  weaker,  and  the  woman  was 
much  fatigued,  Die  had  defired  the  rela¬ 
tions  to  demand  my  affiftance.  I  found 
the  head  pretty  nearly  in  the  fame  pofition 
as  that  defcribed  in  the  former  cafe,  tho’ 
higher  up;  but  as  I  did  not  think  the  wo¬ 
man  in  great  danger,  and  learned  from  the 
different  accounts,  that  die  had  been  put 
too  foon  upon  labour,  and  was  over-fa¬ 
tigued,  I  defired  flue  would  lie  quiet  in 
bed,  without  forcing  down,  except  when 
fhe  was  obliged  by  the  pains.  She  com¬ 
plained  of  great  pain  at  the  juncture  of 
the  Offa  Pubis,  as  well  as  behind,  where 
the  O/a  Innominata  join  the  Sacrum  ;  and, 

her 
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her  pulfe  being  low,  and  the  labour-pains 
weak,  I  prefcribed  the  following  cordial 
and  anodyne  mixture. 

R  Aq.  Cinnamom.  Simp.  3 vB.Pulvi  Caftor.gr.  x. 
Sal  volat.  C.  C.gr.  vi.  Syr.  e  Meconio  5!S.  M . 
Sumat  Cochlear.  1 »  Statim ,  et  repet.  omni 
femihora. 

In  confequence  of  this  prefer iption,  flie 
lay  quiet  and  ilept  between  the  pains,  fo 
as  to  be  much  recruited  by  fix  next  morn¬ 
ing,  when  I  received  another  call.  The 
head  feemed  to  be  but  fmall,  although  it 
was  fqueezed  down  to  a  conical  and  flat 
form.  As  Hie  had  formerly  loft  two 
children,  I  refolved  to  attempt  the  having 
of  this,  especially  as  I  could  eafily  feel 
the  ear  at  the  Pubis.  Having  gently  di¬ 
lated  the  Os  Externum,  with  my  left  hand, 
as  fhe  lay  on  her  left-fide,  I  railed  the 
head  to  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  with 
my  fingers  felt  that  the  whole  obftrucli- 
on  proceeded  from  the  proj edition  of  the 
upper-part  of  the  Sacrum,  with  the  laft  Ver¬ 
tebra  of  the  loins  :  at  the  fame  time,  I  felt 
the  back-part  of  the  neck  at  the  right-fide. 

After!  had  withdrawn  my  hand,  I  wait¬ 
ed  feme  time,  to  fee  if  the  pains  which 
were  but  weak,  would  force  the  head  lower 

down ; 
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down  ;  but,  finding  it  did  not  advance,  I 
introduced  one  blade  of  the  forceps  at  the 
right  fide  of  the  Sacrum ,  along  the  back- 
part  of  the  child’s  right-ear,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  projection  of  the  laft  Vertebra  of 
the  loins,  then  infinuated  the  fecond  blade 
before  the  left  ear,  at  the  left  groin  of  the 
mother,  and  as  I  brought  down  the  head, 
I  turned  the  forehead  to  the  Sacrum.  This 
alteration  being  effected,  I  unlocked  the 
forceps,  and  fixed  them  over  the  ears,  to 
prevent  the  child’s  head  from  being  mark¬ 
ed  at  the  temples,  and  pulling  (lowly  dur¬ 
ing  every  pain,  fafely  delivered  the  patient 
of  a  live  child. 

CASE  VI. 

In  the  year  1751.  I  affifted  in  a  fimilar 
cafe.  The  woman  was  taken  in  labour,  and 
began  to  flood  violently  ;  but  the  difcharge 
abated  when  the  membranes  broke,  and 
the  patient  being  weak,  I  delivered  her 
pretty  much  in  the  manner  defcribed  in 
the  preceding  cafe. 

CASE  VII. 

In  the  year  1753.  my  attendance  was 
befpoke  to  a  woman,  who  had  been  ricketty 

k  • 
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in  her  youth,  and  was  very  much  diftort- 
ed.  The  labour  at  fir  ft  proceeded  in  a  gra¬ 
dual  manner,  the  membranes  pu firing  down 
and  dilating  both  the  Os  Internum  and  Os 
Externum ,  before  they  broke;  but  after 
the  waters  were  difcharged,  the  pains  ceafed 
for  fometime.  Upon  examination,  I  found 
the  Pehis  was  narrow  and  diftorted,  and 
with  my  finger  felt  the  projection  of  the 
laft  lumbar  Vertebra :  the  pains,  however, 
gradually  returned  and  grew  ftronger,  and 
the  child’s  head  advanced  flowly.  I  did 
not  confine  her  to  any  particular  pofition. 
I  had  been  called  at  ten  o’clock  at  night : 
the  membranes  broke  about  four  in  the 
morning  :  at  fix  in  the  evening  fire  began 
to  be  very  much  fatigued ;  by  this  time 
the  head  was  fqueezed  into  a  conical  and 
flattened  form,  down  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  Pubis  ;  and  I  found  by  the  Sutures, 
that  the  forehead  was  to  the  right  Ifchium. 
I  now  confined  her  to  her  bed,  that  flic 
might  not  be  over-fatigued,  and  fire  took 
her  pains,  lying  •  fometimes  on  her  back, 
and  fometinres  on  her  fide. 

About  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the 
head,  fqueezed  to  a  great  length,  had  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis , 

K  k  where 
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where  it  was  fo  firmly  locked,  that  I  could 
not  introduce  my  finger  at  the  Pubis, 
to.  feel  the  ear,  But  the  patient  being 
exhaufled  and  weak,  I  introduced  the  for¬ 
ceps  in  the  manner  defcribed  in  Cafe  V* 
and  tried  to  move  the  head  fo  as  to  turn 
the  forehead  to  the  Sacrum.  Thefe  endea¬ 
vours  proving  ineffectual,  I  withdrew  the 
inftrument,  and  waited  till  about  fix 
o’clock,  when  the  head  was  prefled  a  little 
lower  down  ■,  then  having  recourfe  to  the 
forceps  again,  I  fucceeded,  and  fafely  deli¬ 
vered  the  woman,  as  in  Cafe  II.  and  V. 
yet  Ihe  complained  very  much  of  the  differ.  - 
fion  and  contufion  of  the  parts.  As  for  the 
child,  it  was  dead,  and  its  death  in  all 
probability  occafioned  by  the  long  com- 
preflion  of  its  brain.  Its  head  was 
fqueezed  to  a  very  extraordinary  length ;  a 
circumftance  from  which  I  at  firfl  ima¬ 
gined  it  was  lower  in  the  Pelvis  than  it 
afterwards  appeared  to  be. 

CASE  VIIL 

* 

A  midwife,  who  had  formerly  attend¬ 
ed  a  woman  of  a  final!  fize,  in  a  labour 
which  had  been  very  tedious  from  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  bringing  along  the  head  of  the 

Feet  us 
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‘Pest us  which  was  Hill-born,  the  head  be¬ 
ing  comprefied  to  a  prodigious  length,  and 
the  woman’s  life  greatly  endangered  ;  in 
order  to  avoid  cenfure,and  prevent  as  much 
as  in  her  lay,  tire  bad  confequences  that 
might  attend  her  fecond  labour,  fhe  had 
recourfe  to  my  abidance.  The  patient  be¬ 
ing  a  poor  woman,  I  went,  accompanied 
by  three  of  my  pupils,  and  found  the 
child’s  head  pufhed  down  but  a  very  little 
way  into  the  Pelvis,  the  forehead  reding 
upon  the  left-fide  of  the  upper-part  of  the 
Os  Sacrum,  and  the  hind-head  againfl  the 
right  groin.  We  likewife  felt  the  Sagittal 
Suture  running  along,  towards  the  left  of 
the  Os  Sacrum ;  and  the  hairy  fcalp  of  the 
Foetus  very  much  tumified. 

The  patient  being  laid  on  her  back,  and 
her  breech  brought  to  the  bed’s-feet,  I 
opened  the  Os  Externum  fiowly,  and  pu fil¬ 
ing  up  my  hand  along  the  fide  and  pode- 
rior  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  felt  the  left  ear  of 
the  child,  by  which  I  knew  the  forehead 
was  towards  the  back,  though  a  little  to 
the  left-fide  of  the  Woman  :  I  at  the  fame 
time  felt  the  upper  part  of  the  Sacrum  and 
lowed  Vertebra  of  the  loins,  projecting  fo 
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far  forwards  as  to  reach  within  three  inches 
of  the  OJJa  Pubis.  The  pains  being  ftill 
pretty  ftrong,  I  waited  fome  time,  to  fee  if 
the  head  would  advance,  but  it  made  not 
the  leaft  progrefs:  the  pains  and  patient  grew 
weak,  and  the  'Uterus  was  ftrongly  contract¬ 
ed.  As  the  former  child  had  been  loft  by 
the  long  preffure  on  the  brain,  I  refolved 
to  try  the  forceps,  and  fliould  that  method 
prove  ineffectual,  as  I  feared  it  would,  to 
open  the  head  and  deliver  with  the  crotchet. 
Having,  therefore,  introduced  the  ft  eel 
extractors,  which,  on  this  occafion,  I  pre¬ 
ferred  to  thofe  made  of  wood,  I  fixed 
them  along  the  fides  of  the  ears,  and  pull¬ 
ing  downwards,  at  firft,  with  a  good  deal 
of  force,  when  I  found  the  head  defcend 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  I  turned 
the  forehead  into  the  hollow  of  the  Os 
Sacrum,  fo  that  the  hind-head  came  out 
from  below  the  Os  Pubis :  then  directing 
one  of  my  pupils  to  prefs  the  flat  part  of 
his  hand  again  ft  the  Perinceum ,  which  was 
very  much  diftended,  I  raifed  up  the  for¬ 
ceps,  and  pulled  the  head  half-round,  for¬ 
wards  and  upwards,  on  the  out-fide  of 
the  Pubis.  I  afterwards  delivered  the 
body  of  the  child,  which  was  of  a  fmall 

fize, 
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fize,  and  the  lower-parts  were  befmeared 
with  Meconium.  One  blade  of  the  for¬ 
ceps  had  been  fixed  along  the  fore-part  of 
the  ear,  and  refted  on  the  temple,  while 
the  other  extended  along  the  back  of  the 
left  ear,  to  the  cheek,  and  the  imprefiion 
which  they  made  was  very  inconfiderable. 
As  for  the  woman,  fhe  recovered  much  bet¬ 
ter  than  I  could  have  expected.  When  I 
afterwards  introduced  my  hand  to  deliver 
the  Placenta,  it  went  up  with  difficulty, 
and  I  was  then  confirmed  in  the  opinion, 
that  the  diftance  between  the  projection  of 
the  lower  Vertebra  of  the  loins  and  the  Os 
Pubis  did  not  exceed  three  inches. 

I  had  before  this  occafion  contrived  a 
particular  kind  of  wooden  forceps,  with 
which  I  had  delivered  three  patients  ;  but, 
I  now  fubftituted  fteel  covered  with  leather, 
in  the  room  of  wood  which  is  not  fo  dur¬ 
able. 


.  I 
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COLLECTION  XXX. 

Of  laborious  cafes  from  the  prefentatiou 
of  the  forehead  or  face,  in  which  the 
women  were  delivered  by  the  forceps. 

Vide  Vol.  I.  Book  III.  Ch.  III.  Se&.  4.  No.  4.  and  Tab. 

XXII,  XXII!,  XXIV,  XXV,  and  XXVI. 

CASE  I. 

In  the  year  1748.  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  a  woman  in  Windmill-Street ,  who 
formerly  ufed  to  have  very  quick  labours ; 
but  this  had  been  very  tedious,  from  the 
wrong  prefentatiou  of  the  child’s  head. 
The  midwife  told  me,  fine  felt  fomething 
like  the  eyes  towards  the  patient’s  left 
groin.  When  I  examined  in  time  of 
a  pain,  I  found  her  information  true,  and 
that  the  forehead  prefented,  with  the  face 
to  the  left- hde,  and  the  Fontanelle  to  the 
right.  In  this  situation,  I  underftood  it 
had  ftuck  for  a  long  time,  without  mak¬ 
ing  the  lead:  progrefs,  although  the  pains 
had  been  ftrong  and  frequent. 

While  flie  lay  on  her  fide,  and  took  fe- 
veral  pains,  I  confidered  the  cafe  at  leifure. 
As  the  Pelvis  was  large,  I  refolyed,  if 
poffible,  to  alter  the  po  fit  ion  of  the  head, 
and  fhould  I  fail  in  that  attempt,  turn  the 
child,  qnd  bring  it  footling.  But,  after 

\ r  .  •  >  *  *  =  *  -v-  .■*  *’ 
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having  dilated  the  Os  Externum ,  fo  as  to 
admit  my  hand,  I  found  all  my  efforts  in¬ 
effectual,  either  to  raife  the  forehead  to 
the  left-fide  of  the  Pelvis ,  that  the  Vertex 

r  "T  ■'  '  " 

might  come  down  to  the  other  fide,  or  to 
return  the  head  into  the  Uterus ,  fo  as  to  de¬ 
liver  it  by  the  feet ;  for  the  Uterus  was  fo 
ftrongly  contrasted  as  to  foil  all  my  attempts. 

Thus  baffled  in  thefe  endeavours,  I  in¬ 
troduced  one  blade  of  the  forceps,  along 
the  left  ear,  at  the  Pubis ,  and  the  other 
on  the  oppofite  part,  at  the  Sacrum ,  and 
began  to  turn  the  face  backwards  to 
the  left  fide  of  the  Sacrum ,  that  the 
Vertex  might  come  out  from  below  the 
Pubis-,  but  recollecting,  that  the  Vertex 
would  be  turned  fo  far  up  between  the 
fhoulders,  as  to  render  the  delivery  diffi¬ 
cult,  I  reduced  the  face  to  its  former  fitua- 
tion  at  the  left-fide,  and  bringing  the  head 
by  degrees  lower  and  lower,  very  cafily 
turned  the  face  and  chin  to  the  (pace  be¬ 
low  the  Pubis ;  then  holding  the  handles 
of  the  forceps  towards  the  patient’s  belly, 
delivered  the  child,  whofe  forehead  was 
raife d  in  a  conical  form,  while  the  back- 
part  of  the  Parietal  and  Occipital  bones 
were  fqueezed  flat,  I  ti  led  with  my  hands 
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to  mould  it  into  a  better  fhape :  but  it  had 
been  io  long  compreffed,  that  I  could  not 
alter  the  form. 

*  •*  T  . 

CASE  II. 

In  the  year  1749.  I  attended  in  a  cafe 
where  the  face  prefented.  The  waters  had 
been  feveral  hours  difcharged,  and  the 
midwife  toid  me,  that  the  head  had  ftuck 
a  long  time  in  that  pofition,  without  ad¬ 
vancing  in  the  lead:.  When  I  examin¬ 
ed,  I  found  the  chin  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  Pubis,  and  the  forehead  to  the  Os  Sa¬ 
crum.  The  patient  being  greatly  fatigued, 
and  the  force  of  the  pains  very  much 
abated,  I  refolved  to  affift  as  foon  as  poffi- 
ble  with  the  forceps,  in  order  to  deliver 
the  child,  which  I  knew  to  be  alive ;  for 
in  examining  the  fituation  of  the  head, 
my  finger  flipping  into  the  mouth,  I  felt 
it  move  its  tongue  and  lower  jaw  ;  though 
I  did  not  mention  this  circumftance  to  the 
mother,  that  fine  might  not  be  overwhelm¬ 
ed  with  anxiety,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  after¬ 
wards  Hill-born. 

The  ears  being  to  the  fides  of  the  Pel¬ 
vis,  I  caufed  the  patient  to  be  laid  fupine 
acrofs  the  bed,  as  in  Col.  XXV.  No.  I.  Cafe  I. 
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and  having  gradually  dilated  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num,  endeavoured  to  introduce  the  fingers 
of  my  right  hand,  to  the  Os  Uteri,  at  the 
left-fide  of  the  Pelvis  but  I  could  nei¬ 
ther  reach  that  part,  nor  raife  the  head 
to  make  more  room  for  my  fingers.  Then 
I  tried  to  infinuate  a  blade  of  the  forceps, 
between  the  head  and  my  fingers,  in  an 
imaginary  line,  with  the  Scrobiculus  Cordis ; 
but  finding  a  confiderable  refiftance,  and 
being  afraid  that  the  blade  would  pafs  on 
the  outfide  of  the  Os  Uteri,  I  withdrew  the 
inftrument.  However,  after  two  or  three 
trials,  in  which  I  kept  the  point  clofer  to 
the  head  of  the  child,  I  effebied  my  pur- 
pofe,  and  introduced  the  other  blade  on 
the  opposite  fide  in  the  fame  flow  and 
cautious  manner.  Then  locking  and  tying 
the  handles  together  with  a  fillet,  I  began 
to  pull  during  every  pain,  and  as  I  pulled 
with  my  right-hand,  I  prefled  down  the 
chin  with  two  fingers  of  my  left.  The 
Perinceum  and  parts  below,  were  now  pufli- 
ed  out  in  form  of  a  large  tumour ;  the  an¬ 
terior  part  of  the  neck  being  brought 
down  to  the  lower-part  of  the  Pubis,  I 
turned  the  handles  of  the  forceps  towards 
that  bone,  pulled  the  head  upwards  fo  as 

to 
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to  raife  the  P arietal  and  Occipital  bones 
from  the  back-parts,  and  bring  them  flow-*- 
ly  with,  an  half-round  turn  upward  thro' 
the  Os  Externum ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
I  kept  my  left-hand  firmly  prefled  againft 
the  Perinaum ,  in  order  to  prevent  its  lace¬ 
ration.  I  afterwards  delivered  the  body 
of  the  child,  whole  face  was  livid,  and 
very  much  fwelled,  though  the  Ecchymojis 
went  off  as  the  tumefaction  fubfided.  The 
form  of  the  head,  which  was  fqueezed  to  a 
great  length,  1  altered  a  little,  by  prefling 
the  Vertex  and  forehead  betwixt  my  hands. 

CASE  III. 

In  the  year  1746.  about  nine  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  I  was  called  by  a  gentleman 
who  had  formerly  attended  my  lectures, 
to  a  woman  in  labour,  and  found  the 
child’s  face  prefenting.  He  told  me  a  mid¬ 
wife  was  employed  to  deliver  the  patient, 
but  his  attendance  had  been  befpoke  in 
cafe  any  extraordinary  incident  fhould  in¬ 
tervene  ;  that  the  cafe  having  turned  out  a 
preternatural  polition  of  the  head,  his  af- 
li fiance  was  follicited,  and  he  \  had  that 

1 

morning  made  feveral  unfuccefsful  attempts 
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to  raife  it  into  the  Uterus ,  and  bring  the 

'  r  it  *  * 

child  by  the  feet. 

As  I  could  not  accompany  him  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  place,  the  midwife  in  the 
mean  time  called  in  another  practitioner, 
who,  when  I  arrived,  propofed,  that  the 
woman  fhould  be  delivered  with  the  whale¬ 
bone  and  fillet.  Upon  examination,  I 
found  the  face  prefenting,  about  two  thirds 
of  the  head  down  in  the  Pelvis,  which  I 
concluded  to  be  large,  becaufe  her  former 
labours  had  been  quick  and  eafy,  and 
the  chin  at  the  lower  part  of  the  right 
Os  Ifcbiurn.  I  therefore  gave  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  fhe  might  be  eafily  delivered 
with  the  forceps  j  but  defired  the  other 
gentleman  to  take  his  own  way,  if  he 
thought  it  a  better  expedient.  Upon  his 
declining  the  talk,  and  the  other’s  requeft 
that  I  Would  lay  the  woman,  I  caufed  her 
breech  to  be  moved  to  the  fore-part  of  the 
bed,  as  fire  lay  on  her  right-fide,  and  a 
pillow  to  be  placed  between  her  knees, 
which  were  held  up  towards  the  Abdomen. 
Thefe  previous  Reps  being  taken,  I  intro¬ 
duced  the  fingers  of  my  right-hand  up  the 
Vagina,  between  the  child’s  head  and  the 
Os  Sacrum,  until  I  felt  the  Os  Uteri ,  and 
’  "  '  '  '  ’  inli- 
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infinuated  one  blade  of  the  forceps  along 
the  ear,  holding  the  handle  down  to¬ 
wards  the  chin,  that  the  blade  might  go 
up  in  a  line  to  the  Vertex ,  which  was 
above  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis  to  the  left- 
fide.  As  the  point  palled  the  Os  In¬ 
ternum,  I  withdrew  my  left-hand,  to  al¬ 
low  room  for  turning  the  handle  back¬ 
wards  to  the  Perinceum ,  that  I  might  the 
more  eafdy  pufh  the  point  forwards,  and 
follow  the  convexity  of  the  Sacrum.  Tak¬ 
ing  hold  of  the  handle  with  my  left-hand, 

I  introduced  the  fingers  of  my  right  be¬ 
twixt  the  Pubis  and  the  child’s  head,  to  the 
Os  Uteri ,  and  infmuating  the  other  blade 
betwixt  the  head  and  my  fingers,  gently 
pufhed  it  within  the  mouth  of  the  womb  ; 
but  as  it  met  with  fome  difficulty,  I  with¬ 
drew  my  fingers  to  give  more  room,  and 
preffing  the  point  clofer  to  the  head,  in¬ 
troduced  it  (lowly  and  with  great  caution, 
that  the  bladder  and  Os  Internum  might 
not  be  bruifed. 

Both  blades  being  thus  introduced  in  the 
fame  direction,  and  the  handles  locked  to¬ 
gether,  I  pulled  gently,  moving  the  head 
from  ear  to  ear,  until  it  was  brought  lower 

down  into  the  Pelvis,  then  with  the  affift- 

ance 
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ance  of  two  fingers  preffed  above  it,  I 
turned  the  chin,  and  anterior  part  of  the 
neck,  forwards,  from  the  lower-part  of 
the  right  Ifchium,  to  the  fpace  below  the 
Pubis ;  fo  that  the  forehead  was  at  the 
fame  time  turned  from  the  left  Ifchium  to 
the  lower-part  of  the  Sacrum  and  Coccyx  : 
laftly,  I  moved  the  handles  towards  the 
Pubis,  and  delivered  the  woman  of  a  child, 
whofe  face  was  fwelled,  and  whofe  head 
was  compreiTed  like  that  defcribed  in  the 
former  cafe :  the  long  compreffion  had 
rendered  the  arms  paralytic  for  feveral  days, 
though  this  misfortune  was  foon  remedied 
by  friction  and  embrocations. 

CASE  IV. 

In  about  two  months  after  the  forego¬ 
ing  cafe  happened,  I  was  called  by  a  mid¬ 
wife,  to  a  woman  in  labour,  and  found 
the  child’s  face  prefenting  and  fo  exce (live¬ 
ly  fwelled,  that  I  at  firft  miftook  it  for  the 
breech  ;  but,  on  further  examination,  I 
felt  the  mouth  and  chin  towards  the  Sa¬ 
crum,  and  the  Fontanelle  at  the  Pubis. 

The  midwife  told  me,  that  the  waters 
had  been  long  difcharged  ;  that  notwith- 
flanding  a  fucceiiion  of  ftrong  labour-pains, 

the 
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the  head  had  made  no  progrefs  for  feveraf 
hours  j  and  that  as  the  pains  had  greatly 
abated,  fhe  defined  the  relations  to  demand 
farther  affiibance  :  at  the  fame  time  fhe 
gave  me  to  underhand  that  the  woman’s 
former  labours  had  been  quick  and  eafy. 

Her  ftrength  and  fpirits  being  exhaufted, 
I  encouraged  her  with  hope,  and  refrefhed 
her  with  a  glafs  of  warm  wine  ;  then  di¬ 
recting  them  to  place  her  in  the  pofition 
defcribed  in  the  fecond  cafe  of  this  Col¬ 
lection,  I  gradually  dilated  the  Os  Exter¬ 
num.  This  dilatation  being  effected,  I  in¬ 
troduced  the  fingers  of  my  right-hand  be¬ 
tween  the  Sacrum  and  the  chin,  and  raifed 
the  head  to  the  upper-part  of  the  Pelvis , 
but  found  the  contraction  and  refiftance 
of  the  Uterus  fo  great,  that  I  could  not 
poffibly  turn  the  child  and  bring  it  by  the 
feet.  I  then  introduced  the  blades  of  the 
forceps  along  the  ears,  holding  the  handles 
as  far  back  as  the  Eerinceum  would  allow, 
that  the  blades  being  in  a  line  with  the 
middle  fpace  between  the  Umbilicus  and 
Scrobiculus  Cordis ,  might  be  nearer  the  Ver¬ 
tex,  and  have  a  better  hold  of  the  head. 
Having  locked  the  handles,  I  endeavoured 
to  bring  the  head  lower  down  j  but  could 

not 
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iiat  move  it ;  then  I  tried  to  turn  the  chin, 
firft  to  one  fide  and  then  to  the  other; 
failing  likewife  in  this  attempt,  I  pufhed 
lip  the  head,  moving  from  blade  to  blade, 
and  turned  the  chin  to  the  upper-part  of 
the  left  Ifchium  ;  but  as  I  again  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  bring  down  the  head,  the  chin  ftuck 
fo  fall  that  I  was  afraid  of  draining  the 
lower-jaw,  and  obliged  to  pufli  up  the 
head  a  fecond  time,  with  the  forceps.  I 
now  introduced  two  fingers  above  the  chin, 
and  pulling  the  forceps  with  my  left-hand, 
brought  it  down  to  the  low-part  of  the 
Ifchium ,  and  turned  it  with  the  fore-part 
of  the  neck,  to  the  fpace  below  the  Pubis ; 
then  Handing  up  and  pulling  the  handles 
towards  the  Abdomen ,  delivered  the  head, 
which  was  greatly  tumefied.  Nay,  after 
the  body  was  delivered,  the  child  lay  a  long 
time  without  breathing  or  giving  any  figns 
of  life* 


CASE  V. 

In  the  year  1752.  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man,  who  had  been  long  in  labour,  and 
found  the  face  preferiting  with  the  chin 
to  the  lower-part  of  the  Sacrum ,  though 
a  little  to  the  left-iide ;  indeed,  the  face 
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was  fo  low  down,  as  to  protrude  the  parts 
of  the  woman  in  form  of  a  tumor  j  and 
her  pains  were  by  this  time  much  weaken¬ 
ed.  The  weather  being  extremely  cold,  I 
allowed  her  to  continue  lying  on  her  fide* 
though  a  fupine  pofition  would  have  been 
more  convenient,  and  caufing  her  breech 
to  be  moved  a  little  over  the  bed-fide,  while 
her  head  and  ftioulders  lay  towards  the 
other  fide,  1  introduced  the  forceps,  as  in 
the  former  cafe  :  but  finding  it  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  raife  the  head,  1  was  obliged  to 
pull  it  along  in  the  time  of  every  pain  as 
it  prefented.  The  parts  between  the  Coc¬ 
cyx  and  Os  Externum  were  gradually  ex¬ 
tended  by  the  face  and  forehead  of  the 
child,  and  at  laid  yielded,  fo  as  to  allow 
the  Vertex  to  come  out  from  below  the 
Pubis  then  turning  the  handles  of  the 
forceps  towards  that  bone,  I  delivered  the 
woman  fafely  of  a  dead  child,  which  was, 
in  all  probability,  loft  by  the  long  com- 
preffion  of  its  head  in  the  Pelvis . 
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